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HOLLYWOOD YENS SOME LOVIN’ 


Pix Not Out Yet 


While soft b.o. figures are causing plenty gloom in the film in- 
dustry, and giving its critics a welcome chance for gleeful finger- 
pointing, there’s one fact that neither industryites nor their critics 


should lose sight of. 


It has been pointed up before, but might be 


timely for reiterating. That is that more than 50,000,000 people in 
the U. S. each week are still laying an average of 46c on the box- 


office sills of the nation. 


There are few other retail businesses doing $25,000,000 a week 
gross through some 18,000 outlets. Which still makes Hollywood 


a pretty big business. 


It may have to be regeared somewhat—as 


it is, as a matter of fact, in the process of doing—to new economic, 
competitive and sociological conditions, but the graveyard would 
seem to be quite a distance away for any business that is selling its 
product each week to more than one-third of the population of the 


U. S., plus untold millions overseas. 








Six Current 








Broadway Shows Seen 


As Likely to Run Through Summer 





Six of the current Broadway +— 


shows will probably run through 
the summer, in the opinion of most 
managers and ticket brokers. That 
excludes, of course, the three in- 
coming new shows, _ tonight’s 
(Wed.) “Courtin’ Time” and “Seven- 
teen” and “Two on the Aisle,” all 
unpredictable prospects. Last year 
there were 11 shows that spanned 
the summer, plus one late starter 
that held on for a run, 

The current productions figured 
virtually sure bets to last into fall 
are, in alphabetical order, “Affairs 
of State,” “Call Me Madam,” “Guys 
and Dolls,” “King and I,” “Moon 
Is Blue” and “South Pacific.” Vir- 
tually all the other shows now on 
the boards are at least outside pos- 
sibilities. 

The maybe list includes “Gramer- 
cy Ghost,” which the management 
is apparently determined to keep 
going regardless of losses; “Gentle- 
men Prefer Blondes,” still in the 
black but able to afford some los- 
ing weeks rather than shutter be- 
fore touring; “Happy Time,” in 
Similar status; “Kiss Me, Kate,” 
which might be moved to a larger 
house at reduced scale as a prelude 
to touring; “Oklahoma,” the 
chances of which aren't yet clearly 
indicated; “Rose Tattoo,” also a 
tour prospect; “Stalag 17.” which 

(Continued on page 62) 


TV No Deterrent 
lf Team Is Hot 


Chicago, June 12. 

Further proof that the show’s 
the thing is found in the attend- 
ance figures racked up by the 
Chicago White Sox ball team dur- 
ng the latest home stand. De- 
Spite radio and television cover- 
age, the league-leading Sox reg- 
istered two of the biggest gates 
in their history during the weekend 
Series with the New York Yankees 
Which ended Sunday (10). 

During the weekend Yankee in- 
zasion 130,720 fans bought ducats 
ane the total home attendance 
. 451,073, which is 146,411 over 
ast year’s figure at the.same date. 

Zooming gate is seen as evidence 





TV for Negro Fans 


Two of the theatres carry- 
ing the Joe Louis-Lee Savold 
fight tonight (Wed.) via big- 
screen video will be bere 
makeshift equipment provide 
especially by RCA for the 
event in order to take care of 
Negro audiences. Theatres 
are the Harlem, Baltimore, 
and the Lincoln, Washington. 


Fight is aiso to be carried 
by RKO’s Keith in D. C. and 
Loew’s Century in Balto. Both 
of these houses do not per- 
mit Negroes. Several Negro 
organizations in the two cities 
threatened to picket the 
houses if no provisions were 
made for Negro fans. 


NBC TV's Louis 


Fite for Theatres 
In Surprise Move 


‘National Broadcasting Co. tele- 
vision, which will supposedly be 
one of the networks competing 
with theatre TV henceforth for 
rights to the big sports events, 
pulled a surprise by agreeing to 
provide the pickup for big-screen 
video’s exclusive coverage of the 
Joe Louis-Lee Savold fight tonight 
(Wed.). 

NBC’s part in the theatre TV ex- 
periment, which will see the cre- 
ation for the first time of a big- 
sereen network for exclusive cov- 
erage of an event, has been kept 
as a strict secret. Neither the net- 
work nor theatre TV execs have 
talked about it, presumably hoping 
that it would gu unnoticed. Rea- 
son is that NBC will actually be 
helping to create competition to- 
night for its own regularly-sched- 
uled programs. Those fans pay- 
ing to see the fight in theatres 
will not be available to watch 
NBC’s regular Wednesday night 
programs, which can conceivably 
hurt the ratings on those shows. 

It’s believed, however, that NBC 
views tonight’s theatre TV cover- 





(Continued on page 40) 
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NOT EASY TO GET 
AOY-CIRL-STORIES 


By HERB GOLDEN 


Wanted: A love story. 

That’s the shingle that figura- 
tively hangs on the office doors 
of story editors for major film com- 
panies. It indicates that the trend 
in picture cycles has just about 
made the full swing and is back 
to plain old boy-meets-girl. 

Fact is, however, that competent 
authors aren’t any longer turning 
out quality boy-meets-girl on the 
original, simple pattern. So the 
assignment of finding such yarns 
to meet producers’ tastes is not 
the easy one it sounds, or the soft 
touch it might have been a couple 
of decades ago. 

Lacking honeyed romance—but 
romance solidly written with three- 
dimensional characters and mean- 
ingful situations—story eds are on 
the trail of comedies or other light 
tales. Newly-added to the tabu list 
of subject matter are heavy-handed 
dramatic subjects or anything of a 
downbeat or depressing nature. 

The reason is the obvious one, 
of course—the b.o. Numerous top- 
ranking pix in these categories in 
recent months have proved box- 

(Continued on page 63) 


$1,127,211 in Pledges 
Raised by Berle in 3d 
Anni Cancer Telethon 


Milton Berle, staging his third 
annual telethon for the benefit of 
the Damon Runyon Cancer Fund 
via NBC-TV over the weekend, 
amassed pledges totaling $1,127,211 
during his 22-hour stint. Berle took 
the air at noon Saturday (9) and, 
with the exception of a few hours 
off for regular commercial pro- 
grams, on some of which he ap- 
peared, continued without a letup 
until 10 a.m. Sunday... 

Berle, who worked the two previ- 
ous years from NBC's Interna- 
tional Theatre, N. Y., set up shop 
this year in Studio 6-B, in Radio 
City, where he originates his Tues- 
day night “Texaco Star Theatre.” 
Because of limited facilities for the 
studio audience, he consistently 
was forced to ask those seated in 
the studio to move out, making 
room for others who were waiting 
outside the doors to get in. Some 
fans watched the show from the 
studio throughout the night. 

Lion’s share of the pledges this 
year, or $934,319, came from the 
metropolitan N. Y. area, despite 
the show’s being carried by NBC 
interconnected affiliates in 41 dif- 
ferent markets. Largest individual 
contribution came from Metro stu- 
dio chief Louis B. Mayer, who 
donated $25,000. Total amount 
raised by Berle during three* years 
for thé Runyon Fund is over 
$3,500,000. 

Berle worked from behind a 
large table, as he has done in the 
past, with models, serving as tele- 
phone operators, seated behind him 











on the stage to take the incoming 
(Continved on page 15, 





Paris, London Plenty Gay These Days 
For Tourists—And 


Plenty Expensive 





Ph.D, in TV 


Chicago, June 12. 

Television has. finally ar- 
rived in the highest academic 
circles. Northwestern Univer- 
sity yesterday (Mon.) bestowed 
a doctor of philosophy de- 
gree in television on Norbert 
R. Rodeman for his teevee re- 
search. 


While working on the proj- 
ect, Rodeman was director of 
the Northwestern radio work- 
shop. 


U. of Pa. Leads 
Interference In 


IV Flying Wedge’ 

Possible creation of a “flying 
football conference,” in which 
eight or 10 gridiron schools in the 
country will join in order to es- 
cape the National Collegiate Ath- 
letic Assn.’s proposed moratorium 
on televised football, was rumored 
this week in the wake of the U. of 
Pennsylvania’s decision to permit 
televising of its games. Schools, 
which would be situated in all 
parts of the country, would fly 
their teams to each game; hence, 
the “flying conference” moniker. 


With: several of the major. teams 
on Penn’s 1951 schedule indicating 





with its TV plans, it’s expected 
that Penn would be a leader in 
the establishment of the new con- 
ference. Also a possibility is Notre 
Dame, which intimated it still fa- 
vors complete video coverage of 
its games this year when it post- 
poned its decision this week as to 
whether it will cooperate with the 
‘NCAA or jein Penn in the TV 


(Continued on page 16) 






A GROUP OF SOLOISTS 
A COMPLETE 





they’ll cancel if Penn goes ahead’ 





HOUR , 
OF ENTERTAINMENT 


By ABEL GREEN 


Paris, June 12. 

If the American tourist has that 
long green stuff, Paris and London 
are great fun traps these days. 

Keynote of Gay Paree and Lon- 
don—where the British Festival 
(100th anniversary trade associa- 
tion pitch) and the 2,000th anni of 
Paris are double lures for tour- 
ism—is the cost item. In the lan- 
guage of the American bankroll, 
from the viewpoint of loaded, care- 
free tourists—whoni the English 
and French suspect of having 
money. back-to-back—it’s all very 
expensive. Too much so. 

It’s all no secret to the luxury 
hoteliers and restaurateurs, as 
well as to the many good middle- 
class caterers. One wonders where 
even the moneyed French locals 


get their coin. Tfie segment of lo- 5 | 
cal industry which thrives on tour- ' 


ism recognizes the new high tariff 
standards, and each blames...the 
other, at least in part. eee 


like Maggie and Louis Vaudatla” 


of Maxim’s which, with La Touf\ 


d’Argent, are perhaps the top must+) | 
do tourist spots in the eatery de- »& 


Cw y~ 


(Continued on page 16) 





Directors Brush 
Video actors are complaining 
that they are getting a pushing 
around from casting directors on 
some shows. Big beef is that 
the talent buyers give them firm 
commitments for a part but later 
cancel the deal, which costs the 
actors money through their having 
turned down other roles in the 
meanwhile. 

The Television Authority Code 
requires the producer to pay the 
minimum even though an actor is 
dropped before rehearsals begin. 


However, the casting directors in- 
(Continued on page 40) 
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- $3181,000 Operating Deficit of US. | 
Major Symphs Cues Tax Relief Need 


Operating deficits of America’s + 





major symphony orchestras for the 
season just ended (’50-'51), is being 
pointed to by orch m as 
another strong argument ex- 
emption of non-profit, cultural or- 
ganizations, like symphs and op- 
eras, from the 20% federal admis- 
sions tax. 


Meeting in Chicago for their an- 
nual post-season confab, managers 
of the 20 major U. S. symphs (those 
with annual budgets of $100,000 or 
more) reported an operating deficit 
totaling $3,181,000. With an esti- 
mated admissions. tax of $2,000,000 
paid to the Government, managers 
maintain that if they’d been al- 
lowed to retain this, it would have 
meant breaking nearly even finan- 
cially in many spots, especially in 
N. Y. and Philadelphia. 

With favorable action expected 
in the House this week on the 
House Ways and Means Committee 
motion to exempt symphs and op- 
eras from the tax, orch managers 
are making plans to appeal to the 
Senate to do likewise, to get the 
vote passed. Reps have already 
been appointed to attend the Sen- 
ate hearings when they come up 
in a few weeks. 

Arthur Gaines, Minneapolis Sym- 
phony Orchestra manager, will rep 
most of the major orchs, Floyd G. 
Blair, prez of the N. Y. Philhar- 
monic, and Bruno Zirato, its co- 
manager, — will 
symph. Mrs. Helen Thompson, exec 
sec of the American Symphony 
Orchestra League, made up of 
about 600 orchs whose annual 
budgets are under $100,000, will 
rep those smaller symphs. 

Chi major managers’ meet, chair- 
manned by George Kuyper, Chica- 
go Symphony Orchestra manager, 
discussed several subjects, but the 


federal tax remission was the ma- | 


jor topic. Zirato presented the 
N. Y. Philharmonic’s picture for 


*50-'51. The orch paid the Govern- | 


ment $109,934.85 in admissions tax- 
es. Its ’50-’51 loss was $101,000— 
so that it would have been able 


to balance its books if the tax bite | 


had been remitted. 
Lesses All Around 


Philharmonic’s ‘'50-’51 income 
was about $826,000, with $521,000 
from ticket receipts, and balance 
from broadcasts, tours, recordings, 
etc. Its expenditures totaled $1.- 
019,000, which left an operating 
deficit of $193,000. Income from 
endowments and contributions to- 
taling $92,000 brought the loss 
down to $101,000. 

Other major orchs reported their 
operating deficits. Chicago symph 
went behind $275,000; Cleveland, 
pas Houston, $360,000; Den- 
ver, 1,000; Philadelphia, $126,- 
000; Minneapolis, $220,000; Pitts- 
burgh, $252,000; Rochester, $160,- 
000; St. Louis, $168,000; San Fran- 
cisco, $121,000. These operating 
deficits represented difference be- 
tween expenditures and receipts 
from ticket sales, recordings and 
radio. They didn’t include any off- 
sets from gifts, endowment inter- 
est, etc. 

Question of support from mu- 
nicipalities and musicians’ union 


‘ Jocals was raised at ‘re Chi meet. 


Only a few cities gave official sup- 
port, in part, to their orchs in 
*50-'51—Atlanta with $3,000; Buf- 
falo, $17,000; Denvér, $15,000; 
Montreal, $25,000. Baltimore and 
San Francisco also give money sup- 


port, 
Several tuner locals give con- 
(Continued on page 62) 
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Doc Okays Red Skelton ° 
For Palladium in July: 


London, June 12. 
A Hollywood-to-London phone 
| call last Thursday night (7) put an 
end to rumors here that Red Skel- 
;ton might be unable to fulfill his 
| Palladium commitment. 


The comedian’s doctor has 
okayed the trip, and he will open 
as originally scheduled following 
the current Danny Kaye season on 
July 2. 


‘Metopera Inks London In 
Odd Arrangement; To Be 
Groomed as Merrill Sub? 


George, London, Canadian-born 
| bass-baritone raised in Los An- 
geles, will join the Metropolitan 
Opera Assn. this fall under an un- 
| usual arrangement. Pacting has 
|also started rumors that the Met 
|is grooming London to replace the 
| recently-dropped Robert Merrill, 
although London’s voice is in a 
lower range and some of his roles 
entirely dissimilar. He has, how- 
ever, done a few parts that have 
been Merrill’s staples. London has 
| been a hot property ‘since he hit 
headlines two years ago in Vienna, 
where the young American singer’s 
appearances with the Vienna State 
Opera created a furor. 

Baritone, who will be singing in 
Europe this summer and fall, will 
| be brought to N. Y. for opening 
| night of the Met season, Nov. 13, 
| to sing Amonasro in “Aida.” He’ll 
'do eight “Aida” performances, 
| then return-to Europe to finish his 











Vienna season, with the Met paying 
| his transportation both ways. Lon- 
| don will return to the U. S. end of 
January, for a concert tour ending 
|}in May. He may fit in another ap- 
| pearance at the Met, in “Rigoletto.” 
| Singer, who is 30, was compara- 
tively unknown in Vienna. The 
Viennese, who have their native 
favorites, don’t take kindly to for- 
eigners, but London scored a big 
hit on his debut and now sings 
most major roles. He does “Boris,” 
Amonasro in “Aida,” Figaro in 
“Marriage of Figaro” and “Barber 
of Seville,” the four bass parts in 
“Tales of Hoffmann,” “Don Carlo” 
and “Eugene Onegin.” This sum- 
mer he'll sing in “Parsifal’’ at the 
Beyreuth Festival, as well as in 
Vienna, London was in the U. S. 
briefly this season for some con- 
certs and also sang with the San 
Antonio Opera. He’s managed here 
by the Judson, O'Neill & Judd 
division of Columbia Artists Mgt. 


Celler Concert Hearings 
Seen Set for Autumn 


Washington, June 12. 

Hearings will probably be held 
in New York next fall on alleged 
violations of the anti-trust statutes 
by Columbia Artists Mgt. and other 
bookers of talent, according te Rep. 
Emanuel Celler (D., N. Y.), chair- 
man of the Monopoly Sub-Commit- 
tee of the House Judiciary Com- 
mittee. 

“Our investigators are row at 
work on this,” said the legislator, 
“but, because of our crowded 
schedule, we will not be able to 
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Tight-Rope Witnesses 
.. Washington, June 12. 
House Un-American Activi- 
ia -Committee = oe 
ollywood witnesses who have 
before it ‘In three 
— “cooperating,” 
“unfriendly” and “tight-rope 
walking.” Rep. Charles E. Pot- 
ter (R., Mich.), a member of 
the committee, explained the 
third category as follows: 
“Another type of persons we 
call the tight-rope walking wit- 
nesses, who claim they are not 
members of the Communist 
Party and have never been 
members. They explain that 
they have joined various 
‘Front’ organizations without 
knowing the purpcse of the or- 
ganization, or that their names 
were used without their knowl- 
edge. These witnesses put on 
an act of being extremely 
naive. The committee can only 
bring out available evidence, 
and it is up to the public to de- 
termine whether they should 
give credence to the testimony 
of these witnesses.” 


STD 
SEE HAYWORTH RETURN 
TO PIX VIA MUSICAL 
‘Hollywood, June 12. 

It looks like Rita Hayworth’s 
screen return will be in a musical. 
She was visited at Lake Tahoe over 
the weekend by Val Raset, dance 


director on “Cover Girl” (Col), one 


of her biggest successes, and Peggy 
Carroll, assistant dance director on 
“Cover.” Miss Carroll took along 
a portable dance fioor and a flock 
of recordings. 

Also reported up to see Hay- 
worth was Charles Vidor, who di- 
rected “Cover.” However, direc- 
tor’s relations with Columbia 
aren’t exactly friendly since he 
bought out his contract some 
months ago. And while Miss Hay- 
worth’s contract allows her to pick 
the director, Columbia has the veto 
power. 


Temple U. Cites Cantor; 
Jane Froman Degreed 


Eddie Cantor will be cited for 
his “humane activities in bringing 
pleasure to mankind,” both on and 
off the stage, by RCA President 
Frank Folsom, who will present 
the comedian with an‘honorary de- 


gree of doctor of humane letters at 
Temple U. commencement exer- 
cises in Convention Hall, Philadel- 
phia, tomorrow (Thurs.). 

Cantor, recovering from a throat 
ailment, was discharged from Doc- 
tors Hospital, N. Y., last week. 











It’s Dr. Jane Froman 
Cincinnati, June 12. 


Jane Froman, one of the many 
stars cradled at WLW, paid a re- 
turn visit Thursday (7) to receive 
an honorary dégree of doctor of 
music at the Cincinnati Conserva- 
tory of Music, where she studied 
voice from 1929 to 1931. During 
that training Powel Crosley Jr., 
heard her at a tea recital and ar- 
ranged for her to become a staff- 
er on his 50,000-watter. 

“I did as many as 22 programs 
a week. while with WLW,” Miss 
Froman recalled. Staffers then 
included Ramona, who also later 
joined Paul -Whiteman’s combo; 
Fats Waller and the singing team 
of Jack Brooks and Don Ross. .Ross. 
and Miss Froman - subsequently 
married and divorced. 


Mull 2 Olivier ‘Cleos’ 
For Broadway Runs 


pcan at London, June 12. 

A decision may be made within 
the next week or two. on the pos- 
sibility of transferring the two 
Olivier festival productions: “An- 
tony & Cleopatra” and “Caesar & 
Cleopatra,” to Broadway after they 
have finished their limited London 
season. | 

The two productions in which Sir 
Laurence Olivier and Vivien Leigh 
are starred have been hailed as the 
outstanding theatrical event of re- 
cent years. They have played to 
capacity since their opening last 
month. 

Aim would be to use the existing 
casts as far as possible if the plays 
are transferred to N. Y. Olivier 
would present anothe play at the 








New York 19, N. Y. 


St. James's in his absence. 


Film Fest of 





Wilson Covers Rita-Aly 
Paris, June 12. 

N. Y. Post columnist Earl Wil- 
son flew in Friday (8) afternoon, 
with his wife, on a long weekend- 
in-Paris assignment to coger the 
Rita Hayworth-Aly Khan divorce 
settlement negotiations. 

He flies back to New York today 
(Tues.), in order to make his Du- 
Mont television show which, inci- 
dentally, has been renewed. 


Young Writers to Get Aid 
At Morgenthau Memorial 
Workshop in City Center 


A workshop theatre, to present 
scripts by new dramatists, with 
professional casts and directors, is 
being organized by the Morgen- 
thau family in cooperation with 
the New Dramatists Committee 
and the N. Y. City Center. A play- 
house, seating about 200, will be 
built on fhe fifth floor of the City 
Center and will be operated by the 
drama staff there, while young 
playwrights sponsored by the New 
Dramtists Committee will select 
scripts for production before in- 
vited audiences. Actors Equity 
has given permission for its mem- 
bers to participate without pay. 
The setup will be called the Play- 
ers and Playwrights Workshop. 

An initial contribution of $12,- 
000 has been made by Henry Mor- 
genthau, Jr., former Secretary of 
the Treasury, in memory of his 
wife, the late Eleanor F. Morgen- 
thau, with the understanding that 
the amount will be matched by 
funds raised by the New Drama- 
tists Committee. + anid Morgen- 
thau, 3d, a television producer and 
son of the former Roosevelt cabi- 
net member, will be his father’s 
representative on the project. 

Michaela O’Harra, executive- 
secretary of the New Dramatists 
Committee, will be that organiza- 
tion’s active representative, while 
Morton DaCosta, as stand-in for 
Maurice Evans, artistic supervisor 
of the N. Y. City Theatre Co., will 
be the City Center deputy and 
have charge of casting and produc- 
tion. The plan is to produce-about 
a half-dozen or so scripts by New 
Dramatists Committee proteges 
the first season, but ultimately to 
offer the laboratory facilities to 
other aspiring authors as well. 

The aim of the project is to en- 
able new playwrights to see their 
plays in actual performance, the 
idea being that this practical ex- 
perience may help develop drama- 
tists for the Broadway theatre. Al- 
though details aren’t worked out, 





with DaCosta and whoever is stag- 
ing the play on the casting, pro- 
duction details and rehearsals. 
Simple Production 

_ Productions will be relatively 
simple and inexpensive. The pres- 
ent intention is to allow about four 
weeks for preliminary production, 
four weeks for rehearsal and then 
to have several performances be- 
fore invited audiences, recruited 
primarily among young authors, 


(Continued on page 62) 


TEARLE, MATTHEWS IN. 
LONDON HONORS LIST 


London, June 12. 

The legitimate stage was singled 
pease oa Pe yost deren than usual 
in the 0: awards pub- 
lished in connection with Pthe 
King’s official birthday last Thurs- 
day (7). Most notable distinction 
was the award of a knighthood 
to Godfrey Tearle for his services 
to the dramatic profession. 

Other stage honors were for 
actress Peggy Ashcroft and baller- 
ina Margot Fonteyn, both of whom 
were made Commanders of the 
British Empire. Veteran actor A. E. 
Matthews, who played on Broad- 
way last year, received the Order 
of the British Empire. «, 





Gerald B , director-general of 
the Festival Britain and former 
editor of the London News 


Chronicle, also received a knight- 
hood. The same distinction was 
conferred on Christopher John 
Chancellor, general manager of 
Reuters and father of David Chan- 





the plan is to have the author work | ( 


First ‘Oscars’ Awarded as Biggest | 
Opens in Berln 


Berlin, June” 7. 


The biggest international filay 
festival in 1951 and the’ first to be 
staged in western Germany since 
the war was opened here last 
night (Wed.) by Mayor Ernst Reu- 
ter. The ceremonial opening was 
followed by awarding of the coun¢ 
try’s first “Oscars” and the Da- 
vid O. Selznick silver’ cluster 
award. 

Maj. Gen. Lemuel Mathewson, 
U. S. eommandant in Berlin, pre- 
sented the DOS award to Comedia- 
Film for its “Wonderful Times,” 
judged by an American jury as 
best German-speaking ‘pic further- 
ing understanding among nations, 
Seven resident Yank corresponds 
ents ‘made up the jury, which chose 
this from among eight German, one 
Austrian and one Swiss (“Four in 
a Jeep”) films. “Oscar” awards 
were handed eut by a rep of the 
federal interior ministry. Producer 
Guenther Stapenhorst, director Jo- 
sef von Baky and script writer 
Erick Kaestrier were each given 
challenge prizes for “Double 
Lotti,” judged as best German pie 
of 1950. “Oscars” were also 
awarded to the best documentaries. 


There are 21 countries participat- 
ing in the festival with 34 full- 
length films and 80 cultural shorts, 
This is more than the. participants 
in this year’s Cannes festival or the 
1950 Venice Biennale. They are: 
Australia, Austria; Belgium, Can- 
ada, Chile, Denmark, France, West 
Germany, Great Britain, Italy, 
Luxembourg, Mexico, the Nether- 
lands, Norway, Portugal, Spain, 
Sweden, Switzerland, Turkey, 
United States and Yugoslavia. 


Berlin Put Up $10,000 


The Berlin Senate, acting as 
hosts, appropriated almost $10,000 
for financing the affair. The festi- 
val was opened in the Titania Pal- 
ast Theatre (1,800 capacity). where 
three shows daily are scheduled 
until its conclusion June 18, At 
the end of the first day, Selznick’s 
“Rebecca,” a non-competing pic, 
was screened. Special shows are 
also scheduled to be held at the. 
world’s greatest ozoner, the 25, 
000-seat Waldbuehne. Almost all 
shows in both houses are sold out. 
Today (Thurs.) one cultural short 
each from the U. S., Germany, 
Italy, India and Austria were 
screened at Titania Palast. 


Three full-length pix were 
shown, with “Jeep” scoring the 

atest success. Other two were 
“Tl Cammino della Speranza” (Lux 
Film) from Italy and “Talent zum 
Glueck” (Venus-Film) from Ger- 
many. 

Films will compete for 15 prizes 
three for each category) awarded 
by the Berlin Senate, for the best 
dramatic, comedy, criminal and ad- 
venture, musical, and cultural and 
documentary (shorts) films. 


Five U.S. Entries 


Yank entries are “Father's Lit- 
tle Dividend” (M-G), “Destination. 
Moon” (EL), “Cinderella” (RKO), 
“Mating Season” (Par) and “Bright 
Victory” (U). British pix include 
“Tales of Hoffmann,” “Trio,” 
“Passport to Pimlico” and “Brown- 
ing Version.” France ‘will show 
“Lady Paname,” “Dieu a Besoin 
~ at oe and “Knock” ‘Mus 

will screen “Il Briganto Mus- 
solini,” “Christo Proibito,” “Vita 
da Cani” and “Ladro di Venezia.” 

Other foreign entries include 


“Muchachas de Uniforme” (Mexi- 
can), “Miss Julie” and “Trip in 
the Blue” (Sweden), “Mal Aire” 
(Spain), “Vienna Dances” and 
“Strength of Love” (Austria) and 
“My Wife’s Innocent” (Denmark), 
Germany is expected to enter 
three or four pix. All films are 
shown in original versions, with 
German subtitles, with the excep- 
tion of “Destination Moon.” 

Top German’ screen stars.; and 
industry reps already arrived in 
Berlin and many foreign celebrities 
are expected, including Ingrid 
Bergman, Roberto Rossellini, Ty- 
rone Power, Spencer Tracy, Curzio® 
Malaparte, Billy Wilder, Barbara 
Stanwyck, Jean Cocteau and 
Clark Gable. A big French delega- 
tion is expected later thi: week. 
Alread here are Mexican producer 
Redolfo Lowenthal and actress 
Rosaura Revuelias, along with Marc 





cellor, the J. Arthur Rank pub- 
licist. 


M. Spiegel, Motion Picture Assn. of 
America rep in Germany. 
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“Four Men in a Jeep” (Swiss), 
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Republic Okays Old Films for Tele 
Editing, Rescoring to Fit TY Needs 


Hollywood, June 12. + 


,% 





First major studio to make its 
stockpile of old films available to 
television is Republic, which has 
announced that after June 25 sales 
will be negotiated in blocks of 13, 
26 and 52 through Hollywood Tele- 
vision Service, Inc., a subsidiary lo- 
cated on the Republic lot. Earl R. 
Collins, HTS prexy, has set up a 
screening of prospective purchas- 
ers at the studio next Tuesday (19). 

In a letter to ad agencies repping 
television clients, HTS-listed eight 
different types of pix for sale, not- 
ing that westerns and features. have 
been trimmed to 53% minutes to 
allow for commercial messages to 
fill out the full hour, Studio is 
rescoring soundtrack, paying 5% 
of gros#*to American Federation of 
Musicians fund. 

Pix to be put og block are those 
starring Roy Rogers, Gene Autry 
and Gabby Hayes, “Red Ryder” se- 
ries with Bill Elliott, and Rocky 
Lane; family and preferred feature 
deluxe productions; pioneer west- 
erns starring Three Mesquitters; 
frontier and lone star westerns 
starring Johnny Mack Brown, Bob 
Steele; serials tailored to 30 min- 
utes per episode or in their origi- 
nal length of 18 to 24 minutes. 

Announcement adds that addi- 
tional groups of pix will be made 
available in the near future. No 
sales will be negotiated ‘efore 
June 25, “so as to give everyone an 
equal opportunity.” .Most of the 
western stars involved are no long- 
er with. Republic, 


Picker to Head UA 
Foreign in Oct. '32 


Sicker, Columbia foreign 
department exec, has been inked to 


head United Artists foreign opera- 
tions. Unusual angle of the deal is 





command t 
Joseph McConville; foreign chief. 

Picker and UA toppers declined 
to offer any comment on the 


switch from Col. : 





Mrs. Goldwyn in N, ¥. 
To Interview Talent 

Mrs. Samuel (Frances) 
arrived in New Y from 
Coast Monday (11) might. She 
brought with her the screenplay of 
“I Want You,” completed 
by Irwin Shaw, and slated by Gold- 
ware go before the cameras next 
wee 

It is understood that Mrs. Gold- 
wyn. will interview talent; pre- 
sumably for “Want You” and other 


of the producer’s pictures 
uled for later in the year. She’l! 
also hud with Goldwyn. prez 


James A. Mulvey and eastern tal- 
ent-story chief Mrs. Carolyn Stagg. 

a be in New York about a 
wee 


Kingsberg a Director 
- Of Bus-Trolley Mfr. 
Malcolm Kingsberg, former pres- 
ident of RKO Theatres, has Toon 
elected a director of ACF-Brill 
Motors ., Which manufactures 
bus and coaches. 
Outfit was taken over this 
by a group headed by - Charles 








REP’S SALE TO TV CUES 
INTEREST IN WALL ST. 


Continued reports in Wall St. 
that Republic prez Herbert J. Yates 
was about to release the studio’s 
pix to TV has created much specu- 
lative interest in the Rep shares. 
Deal for tele showing of a large 
group of Rep product was finally 
announced Monday (11). 

Stock, after hitting a low of 33%, 
has climbed to 4 or bettér, with an 
improyement in Volume of trading. 
Wall St. interest in the past six 
months or so has been centered on 
the TV values of film company li- 
braries, and speculative activity has 
been pretty much based on what 
the backlogs bring if sold or re- 
leased to the new medium. 


Myers, Rembusch 
Blast Rep on Plan 
For Selling to TV 


Republic’s television plunge, via 
sales of its pix inventory to TV- 
casters, apparently has the film 
company headed for a spirited row 
with numerous theatre men. That 
the latter will be plenty riled over 
any deals which Rep actually 
closes was clearly indicated by 
Abram F. Myers, board chairman 
and general counsel of Allied 
States Assn., and Trueman Rem- 
busch, exhib organization’s prexy. 

In separate telephone convers:- 
tions with Varrery, both Myers, in 
Washington, and Rembusch, in 
Franklin, Ind., said exhibs are 
averse to competing with standard 
pix on TV. “No doubt,” Myers 
continued, “exhibitors will be very 





.| bitter toward Republic.” 


Rembusch added these are the 
same exhibs who helped establish 
Rep during its “lean years.” 

When Rep first showed interest 
in setting up a new outlet for its 
pic library in video, all Allied 
toppers sent letters to Herbert J. 
Yates, Rep prexy, in which they 
reportedly stated their anti-TV po- 
sitions and said they were hopeful 
Rep would refrain from making 


plunge. 

‘Evidently,” said Myers, “Re- 
public has seen fit to go ahead de- 
spite these expressions.” Rem- 
busch said the only answer to. his 
communication was a letter from 
Yates which was “unsatisfactory.” 
Rembusch related that Yates, in 
his reply, discussed the former’s 
own business relationship with 
Rep, specifically pertaining to ex- 
— of a couple of percentage 


pix. 
‘There will be no organized re- 
percussions, observed, for 
« (Contin on page 18) 


Ozoners Big Factors 
In Seating Upbeat Of 
Nation’s Pic Theatres 


Openings of new drive-in thea- 
tres and four-wall houses in the 
last year have hiked the seating 
capacity in the U. S. by 1,200,000, 
according to tabulations by major 
companies. Ozoners account for 
most -of the boost in seats. 

It’s figured generally that one 
car is equal te 2% theatre seats, 
although some authorities claim 
that three seats to a car is a more 
accurate te. 

Increase in seating capacity is 

, in trade circles as ti- 
reason for grosses 
maintaining the ‘api te same 
level as that of the corresponding 
period of 1950, in face of declining 
boxoffice. Barney Balaban, in his 
message to Paramount stockholders 
last week, said Par’s domestic reve- 
nue during the first quarter of this 

Continued on page 15) ~ 





; 





rE 1951 20 BEST 
IN FILM HISTORY 


American film companies, which 
were despairing the loss of their 
lucrative foreign markets four 
years ago, are now finding the 
overseas field their most depend- 
able and promising source of in- 
come. Prospects are that 1951 may 
be the second bigges: foreign reve- 
nue-producer in the history of the 
industry, with a high of $120,000.- 
000 likely in dollar earnings. 

That was exceeded in 1946, which 
was before 30% devaluation of 
many world currencies struck at 
film remittances. With grosses 
very strong in most countries, this 
year might even have exceeded °46 
without devaluation. 

It was in 1947, in desperate 
moves initiated by the British to 
preserve dangerously deteriorating 
dollar balances, many of the coun- 
tries of the world slapped various 
types of freezes and quotas on Hol- 
I ; 

The situation is now reversing it- 
self. France's move last week in re- 
moving all restrictions on export- 
ing of film earnings was the iatest 
and most important in a series of 
international moves which has seen 
American film distribs being given 
an opportunity to return to free 
trading. 

England, America’s most im- 
portant film customer, is seen like- 
ly to lift the coin freeze completely 
next year. That will be welcome, 

(Continued on page 15) 


D.C. Police Refuse 
To Nix ‘Ways Love’ 
After Church Rap 


Washington, .June 12. 

»District of Columbia police, 
after viewing “Ways of Love” at 
the Pix Theatre here last week, 
reportedly at the request of the 
Catholic Church, refused to inter- 
fere with the showing. of the con- 
troversial film. It wound up the 
first week of its run last night 
(Mon.) with an estimated $9.000 
gross, biggest the 720-seater has 
done in its 10-year history. . 

“Love” is the trilogy of three 
featurettes that includes Roberto 
Rossellini’s “The 
ring Anna M 
by Joseph Burstyn. Catholic 
Church objection led to picketing 
of the Paris Theatre, N. Y., and 


eventual oe of the pic when 
- {Continued on page 15) 
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Lurié Seeks Hughes’ RKO Theatres 





Stock for $3,350,000 of Own Money 





PAT O'BRIEN BOOSTS TY, 
- HITS POOR PIC PROD. 


Omaha, June 12. 

Actor Pat O’Brien, here for Boys 
Town commencement Sunday (10), 
slapped the film industry's “com- 
placent” attitude of “the king can 
do no wrong” in picture-making. 
He said that many recent films 
have been poor, including some of 
his. 

Television is here to stay, he said. 
It will help actors because the de- 
mand for TV pix outruns the sup- 


ply. 
O’Brien also blamed the film in- 


dustry for “some careless produc- 
tion.” 


‘Top 10 Earners 
Fails to Include 
Any Film Names 


Washington, June 12. 
Pointing up the economic changes 
which the industry has undergone, 
film names, which for years were 





prominent on published top-salary ; 


lists, were absent from the roster 
of 10 top 1950 money makers on 
the public records of the Securi- 
ties and Exchange Commission. 
There were a few industryites list- 
ed, but they were far back of the 
top 10. 

The SEC list covers officers and 
directors of corporations which 
have sold securities on public mar- 
kets in the past 15 years. Thus, 
it is not as extensive as the report 
formerly issued by the Treasury 
Dept. and abolished by Congres- 
sional action. Latter included 

(Continued on page 15) 


Disney to Earope 


Hollywood, June 12. 

Walt Disney and family have 
planed to N. Y., where he’ll board 
ship Friday (15) for 10-week stay 
in , where he'll supervise 
a feature, “Story of Robin 

While there he’ll continue plans 
for live-action “Don Quixote.” 








National Boxoffice Survey 


Trade_Still Uneven; ‘Caruso’ First for Fifth Week 
in Succession; ‘Riviera’ 2d, ‘Fabiola’ Third 


Grosses in key exchange cities 
are repeating last week's uneven 
pace in present session. - any- 
thing, the boxoffice tone is more 
sluggish than ever with arrival of 
warm weather partly blamed. But 
the dearth of enough, strong prod- 
uct to go around continued to be 
the big squawk on the of ex- 
hibitors in keys covered by VARIETY 
this week. 
along the Atlantic seaboard was 
immediately reflected by a smart 
theatres. 


“Great "ee Pi i ag ge : ed 
as champ, wee suc- 
cession that it has wound i in 
first place. Despite on holdover 
or extended-run in most locations, 
the $292,000 or better it will show 
this stanza is considerably ahead of 
its closest rival. Also the pic is 
showing enough strength to win 
third and fourth weeks, sometimes 
in houses wich seldom hold a film 
more than two sessions. 

“On Riviera” (20th) is finishing 
second for third week in a row al- 
though not always registering sock 
returns: It is having to contend 
with the fact that it is on holdover 
in many keys. 

“Fabiola” (UA), fifth last week, 
is edging up to capture third posi- 
tion. It is closely followed by “Go 
For Broke” (MG) which currently 
is not as consistently strong as a 


Cool, damp weather | order 





week ago. However, it is showing 
enough to place fourth. 
“Hollywood Story” (U) is finish- 
ing in fifth slot though proving a 
toughie to sell in some keys. 
“Along Great Divide” (WB) will 
take over sixth place. ‘ . 
(RKO), “Sealed Cargo” (RKO) 
and “Tales 
round out the Big Nine list in that 


: r 

Runner-up films are “Half An- 
gel” (20th), “Kon-Tiki” (RKO) 
and “Apache Drums” (U), iatter 
just getting started in the bigger 


New pix shape up as uneven as 
current biz. “Oliver Twist” (UA) 
is rated fine in San Francisco but 
tame in Buffalo. “House On Tele- 
graph Hill” (20th) is mild in both 
engagements this frame. “Little 
Big Horn” (Lip), also new, is socko 
in Frisco, being aided by bright 
bally. “Night Into Morning” 
(M-G) varies from mild and slow 
to modest and good. “Walls Fol- 
som Prison” (WB) is not. promising 
this round. 

“The Prowler” (UA) is rated 
mild in Boston. “Fighting Coast 
Guard” (Rep) is fair in Toronto. 
“Dear Brat’ (Par) is about as dis- 
appointing as it was last stanza 
although fair in Minneapolis and 
Indianapolis. 


of Hoffmann” (Indie) | 


* Louis R. Lurie, who made an 


abortive effort last month to buy 
control of Warner Bros., submitted 
a bid to Howard Hughes at the end 
of last week for the producer-air- 
man’s stock in RKO Theatres. Lu- 
rie offered market price, which is 
approximately $3.65, making the 
total involved about $3,350,000. 
Payment would be in cash. 

The San Francisco showman, 
realtor and financier, who had a 
large syndicate associated with him 
in the Warner offer, has made the 
RKO bid entirely on his own. 
There was about $25,000,000 in- 
volved in the WB bid, of which 
Lurie himself was putting up at 
least $5,000,000. 

Hughes is understood to have 
told Lurie he'd give him an an- 
swer within a few days. The RKO 
topper is expected to come back 
with a counter offer. It is believed 
there is no prospect of a deal at 
the price suggested by Lurie. since 
Hughes was quoted in Wall St. yes- 
terday (Tues.) as having told the 
San Franciscan: 

“T’d rather throw the stock in 
the ocean than take a loss on it.” 

The $3.65 price would represent 
a loss. Hughes, in- May, 1948, 
bought controlling interest from 

_ (Continued on page 15) 


Wanger in 3-Year 
Pact With AA 


Hollywood, June 12. 

Walter Wanger will produce 
three pictures annually for Allied 
Artists release under a three-year 
pact signed today {Tues.). Steve 
Broidy, AA prexy, announced that 
a fund of $5,000,000 would be pro- 
vided fof Wanger by AA and a syn- 
dicate headed by Elliot Hyman, 
N. Y. film financier and TV dis- 
tribution exec. 

Under the new releasing banner, 
the Wenger unit will start opera- 
tions immediately. First to roll 
will be “Flat Top,” to be made in 

(Continued on page 16) 
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RKO Switches Disney’ ‘Alice’ in N Y. 
To Criterion After Row With Brandt! 





Walt. Disney’s “Aiice in Wonder-+4- 


land” will have its N. Y. opening 
at B. S. Moss’ Criterion Theatre, 
reportedly as a result of differ- 
ences between RKO and ¢ircuit 
operator Harry Brandt. Originally, 
the. film appeared headed for 
Braadt’s Mayfair, where the, two 
previous Disney pix, “Cinderella” 
and “Treasure Island, ” had their 
N. Y. preems. RKO distribs for 
Disney. 


The“rub developed with “Alice” 
when Brandt and RKO couldn’t 
get together on terms. It was said 
RKO and Disney wanted a hefty 
advance against the gross, and 
Brandt balked. RKO thereupon 
turned fo the Criterion, where the 
producer is collecting an advance 
of $100,000. 

Seen linked with the basic 
Brandt-RKO disagreement was an 
announcement this week that an- 
other version of the Lewis Carroll 
classic now is set to play the May- 
fair. in addition to Brandt’s Trans 
Lux 60th Street Theatre. Souvaine 
Selective Pictures Co., foreign pic 
distributors, said Lou Bunin’s two- 
year-old European production of 
*Alice” is set to play both houses 
in late July. 

Curious aspect of this is that the 
Trans Lux is now running “—m- 
peror’s Nightingale,” which is 
drawing strong income and show- 
ing no signs of boxoffice, fatigue. 
According to present indications, 
“Nightingale” should stand up un- 
til after Labor Day. 

In any event, if the Souvaine 
booking at the Mayfair stands, two 
pix of the same title, based on the 
same literary work, would be on 
view on Broadway at the same 
time. Disney’s “Alice” is set to 
open at the Criterion in August. A 
late July dbpening of the Bunin pic 
at the Mayfair obviously would 
mean the simultaneous run. 


6 DISTRIBS SUE GRENGS, 
CHARGE FRAUD ON % 


Minneapolis, June 12. 

Sargoy & Stein audit of exhib- 
itors’ books had its first repercus- 
sions in this territory with filing in 
U. S. District Court at Superior, 
Wis.; or six distributor suits against 
Sheldon M. Grengs and his Eau 
Claire, Wis., conventional and 
drive-in theatres. Alleging under- 
payments on percentage pictures, 
plaintiffs ask court to determine 
amounts still due them. 


It’s charged, after S. & S. start- 
ed its audit of Grengs’ books that 
exhibitor abruptly took them away 
and refused further access to the 
records. Bennie Berger, past pres- 
ident of North Central Allied, in 
blast at auditing at recent NCA 
convention, had advocated such 
procedure. 


Distributor-plaintiffs are Metro, 
20th-Fox, Warners, RKO, Univer- 
sal and Columbia. 

Despite Berger’s threat of “re- 
taliation,” if audits don’t cease, 
they’re continuing in the territory. 
Distributors, who have denied 
Berger’s claim that small-town ex- 
hibitors were assured percentage 
pictures wouldn't be checked, as- 
sert S. & S. “will go down the 
line,” and whenever fraudulent re- 
turns are disclosed a demand will 
be made for the underpayment, 
with suits to be filed when it’s not 
forthcoming. 

Still awaiting trial is Major Dis- 
tributors’ suit against Volk Bros., 
local indie circuit owners, alleging 
fraudulent returns on percentage 
pictures. This was filed prior to 
start of S. & S. probes. 








B’way Brandt House Gets 
Par’s ‘Ace’ in Run Try 
Aiming at a long Broadway run, 
Paramount is spotting its “Ace in 
the Hole” in Brandt’s Globe The- 
atre rather than in company’s 
flagship outlet, the N. Y. Para- 
mount. Globe booking calls for a 
minimum of six weeks, starting at 
the end of house’s current engage- 
ment of Columbia’s “M.” Tenta- 
tive opening: date is June 29. 

Par execs compare “Ace” to its 
“Lost Weekend” in type and not 
suitable: for linking ‘with a stage- 
show. “Weekend” played pe 
Broadway Rivoli for a long run 
and “Ace” originally was set to 
play that house if it hadn't shut- 


Stodel Named Manager 
Of African Consol. Chain 


James Stodel has been named 
general manager of African Con- |: 
solidated Theatres, Ltd., succeed- 
ing Harry Gordon, who. died last 
week in Boston. Appointment was 
announced yesterday (Tues.) in 
N.Y. by M. A. Schlesinger, owner 
of the South African circuit. 

Stoedel formerly headed African 
Caterers, Ltd., a circuit subsid. 
Jack Hoffman, Stodel’s assistant, 
will now head the catering service. 


Brit., H’ wood Producers 
Miss Propaganda Boat 
By Non-Dubbing in Asia 


Singapore, June 1. 

Both Hollywood and British 
studios are missing the propaganda 
boat, local observers feel, by not 
dubbing some of their product in 
the Malayan and Mandarin 
tongues. This step, if taken, would 
reach a vast illiterate audience 
throughout southeast Asia which 
hitherto has been relatively un- 
touched. Subtitles in Chinese and 
various other Oriental dialects 
have been used on foreign im- 
ports in.the past. But they have 
been badly superimposed, and this 
method of translation obviously is 
ineffective with the millions who 
ean’t read, 


In contrast, Russian and Chinese 
films are successfully tapping the 
mass market with soundtracks in 
Asian languages. Prints of more 
than 60 Soviet features reportedly 
are circulating in south China and 
southeast Asia, Product has been 
carefully culled to emphasize the 
participation of Mongolian soldiers 
in the Communist setup, and stress 
the so-called power of the Red 
Army..These pix are grooved to 
all conventional theatres outside 
British colonies and are fed to*the 
remote interiors via mobile 16m 
projectors. 


Chinese newsreels are also mak- 
ing the propaganda hay fly. Most 
of the clips depict scenes of 
Chinese “volunteers” purportedly 
routing American troops in Korea 
and treating the wounds of the 
“aggressors of the Wall St. bosses.” 
Off-screen narration is said to be 
done authoritatively, minus the ex- 
aggeration of some British and 
American film commentators. 

Vet Singapore exhibitors point 
out that the Russian and Chinese 
filmmakers are extremely careful 
not to tread upon Oriental con- 
cepts of medesty unlike product 
from the western world. Commu- 
nists readily seize upon scenes of 
love-making, excessive drinking 
and’ gangster killings as prime ex- 
amples of the moral disintegration 
of western democracy. Several 
studios in Hongkong turn out pic- 
tures in Cantonese. However, the 
footage contains scant material that 
would bring about a better under- 
standing between the west and the 
Asiatic masses. This is prompted 
by the fact that Hongkong pro- 
ducers rely upon south China as 
their major market, and must defer 
te Chinese Senesrenip. 


Harmon Due Back in Fall 
‘In Some Biz Activity’ 


Francis S. Harmon, who has‘ re- 
tired as v.p. of Motion Picture 
Assn. of America because of ill- 
ness, will spend the next three 
months at his summer home at 
Lake George, N. Y. He said this 
week that he expected to get back 
into some kind of business activity 
in the fall, but whether he will 
return to a post with the MPAA 
has not been determined. He has 
been .on sick leave from the asso- 
ciation for the last seven months. 

Harmon was hosted Friday (8) at 
a luncheon in the Lambs Club, 
N. Y., by mémbers of the MPAA 
N. Y. staff. He leaves for Lake 
George this weekend. : 











Jack Broder Eyes Distrib 
Jack Broder, prexy of Realart 
Pictures, is due in N. Y. next week 
from the Coast to di distribu- 
th nner aaa! oo e produc- 


ge rage 
aiset ic abt Wate: te 


“| Lack of Events Stalls 


Coast Theatre Video 

Loe *ageles, June 12. 
Theatre tel. .s..20 in California 
is stili in a nebulous state, largely 
because of a lack of bigtime ‘sport- 
ing events the year round. Aside 
from a few football battles in the 
fall and the annual Pasadena pa- 
rade and Rose Bowl game, the West 
Coast can offer nothing in the line 
of sports to sustain a network of 
theatre video. 
‘To date, the L:A. Orpheum is the 
only theatre west of Chicago 


requipped for television, and even 


that house is currently shuttered 
because of a hassle over product. 
No orders for TV installation have 


been registered by any other thea- 
tre fh this sector, and there is 
nothing to indicate a switch of sen- 
timent this year. The Orpheum in- 
vested upwards of $35,000 in RCA 
equipment but could not find 
enough bigtime shows available to 
establish a regular policy. 


TV Fight Houses 
Paying Promoters 
On % Formula 


Nine theatres linked together for 
big-screen television coverage of 
the Joe Louis-Lee Savold fight ‘o- 
night (Wed.) will be paying a per- 
centage .of their boxoffice gross 
to the promoters, based on the size 
of their city, number of seats in 
the house and their admission 
price. Specific formula for each 
theatre was still being worked out 
yesterday (Tues.), but the various 
exhibitors represented stressed 
that in no city would any of them 
pay a flat fee for rights to the 
event. 

Also to be taken into considera- 
tion is the factor of film rental, 
since each of the theatres is run- 
ning the fight pickup in conjunc- 
tion with its regular film program. 
In this respect it’s believed that the 
fight will be handled similarly to 
a regular stageshow. Exhibs will 
deduct the amount paid for rights 
to the fight to the International 
Boxing Club, the promoters, before 
figuring the percentage of their 
take that is owed to the film dis- 
tributors. Any of the houses paying 
a flat rental for their film, of 
course, will not be affected by the 
percentage dediction. 

Theatre TV backers emphasized 
that, since only nine theatres in six 
cities are carrying the event, it 
must be considered an experiment, 
which sets a pattern for the future 
but does not indicate the boxoffice 
take for future events. In a few 
years, they pointed out, as many as 
2,000 theatres may be linked for 
coverage of a single event and so 
may provide a gate of hundreds 
of thousands of dollars. 

Theatres are planning no in- 
crease in their regular admission 
price scales. 








Ed Kingsley to London on ‘Paris’ 

Edward Kingsley, partnered 
with Arthur L. Mayer in the 
foreign films distributing firm of 
Mayer-Kingsley, planes from New 
York tomorrow (Thurs.) on a one- 
month trip to London and Paris. 

While in England Kingsley will 
negotiate a British distribution 
deal for his firm’ S French-made 
film, “Paris-1900.” 
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Andy Smith Undecided 
On His Future Plans 


Andy W. Smith, Jr., former 20th- 
Fox general sales-manager, leaves 


June 73 ior his summer home in 
Maine and will. return to N. Y. 
Sept. 11. Smith ts -ved out of the 
company in early May. 

Smith said Monday (11) he had 
no plans for the future “unless 
something comes up during the 
summer.” Details in connection 
with the settlement of his 20th-Fox 
contract have not been ironed out 
yet. 


Par Board Rejects 
Roach Lot Purchase 
For Vidpic Production 


Hollywood, June 12. 
Deal that would have put Para- 
mount Pictures into television film 
production fell through last week 
when the board of directors nixed 
the proposed purchase of the Hal 
Roach Studios. Deal would have 
been similar to the recent Official 
Films buy of the Jerry Fairbanks 
studios, with Paramount grinding 
out vidfilms for the DuMont tele- 
vision network. Roach and his son. 
Hal Jr., would have remained at 
the helm, supervising production. 

Details were kept a secret, al- 
though Roach, in admitting that the 
plant still is available for sale, 
quoted the current appraisal figure 
of $4,500,000. Presumably,  Para- 
mount would have met this figure 
for the physical property and then 
made separate deals with the Roach 
family. Figure apparently met with 
the approval of the DuMont reps, 
but the entire deal failed to inter- 
est the Paramount board. 

Roach senior nas been inactive 
in the film biz for the last three 
years, although his son has made 
several telefilms. 








Par Renames Officers; 
Tsrael New Asst. Sec. 


Paramount’s board in N. ¥Y. Mon- 
day (11) reelected all officers and 
added Arthur Israel to the slate 


assistant to prexy Barney 
Balaban for several years. 
Renamed to office were Stanton 
Griffis, chairman of the executive 
committee; Y. ge 96 Freeman, 
Austin C. "Kedugh, A 
berg and Paul Raibourn, vice- 
presidents; Fred Mohrhardt, treas- 
urer; li Holman, Jacob H. 
Karp and Louis-Novins, assistant 
secretaries. Keough also was 
renamed secretary. 


N. Y. to Europe 
Sholem Asch : 
Rene Clair 
Peter Cusick 
Ellen Drew 
Arlie Furman 





Max Lie 





Benjamin Thau 


as assistant secretary. Israel has 
been 


Louis-Savold the Answer? 


Film toppers, ‘anxious for an answer to the longtime speculation’ 
on the he power of an exclusive theatre tele ev Sot Joe 
Louis-Lee Savold bout tonight will give them no. 

Feeling is that the fight itself carries so little interest, 
be reli Snail Be pe bn oi bey bgt 


If crowds at the gro ot houses with the fight exelusive aré. 
r. those-of other theatres, it 
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Inability to Clear Co-ax Cable Lines 
Balks 4 Cities on Louis Theatre TY 


Pressing need to obtain exclusive 
networking facilities for theatre 
television was underlined this week 
with the disclosure that theatres 
in four cities will not be able to 
carry the Joe Louis-Lee Savold 
fight tonight (Wed.) because of 
their inability to clear coaxial cable 
lines. As a result, only nine houses 
in six cities will be linked for the 
pickup. Theatres in the metropoli- 
tan New York area have been ex- 
cluded from carrying thé’fight as a 
method of protecting the gate at 
the Polo Greunds, N. Y., from 
where it’s originating. 

A number of theatres and cir- 
cuits have already banded together, 
under the leadership of Theatre 
Owners of America and National 
Allied, to petition the Federal 
Communications Commission for 
exclusive big-screen channels. FCC 
has set Sept. 18 as the date on 
which hearings will start on the 
petition. Granting of exclusive 
channels, which would -probably 
comprise micro-wave bands in the 
ultra-high frequencies, would: elim# 
inate the need for the theatres to 
compete with regular network 
broadcasters for the limited coaxial 
cable facilities. 

Cities excluded from tonight's 
pickup through their inability to 
clear cable lines are Boston,. Bing- 
hamton, Detroit and Minneapolis. 
‘Their situation was exemplified in 
(Continued on page 7) 


TINT TV SEEN CUEING 
COLOR FILM SHORTAGE 


Hollywood, June 12. 

Mad scramble for color- film 
stocks is predicted when TV sta- 
tions switch over to tinted trans- 
mission, Both Ansco and Eastman 
Kodak are hard pressed right now 
to supply the oe for 16m and 
35m color negative and itive, 
and it will be some time béfore the 
output of the two companies can be 
increased to meet the needs of the 
color television field. 

It is anticipated that. color TV 
will use the 16m type of film, not ‘ 
only because it is cheaper. but be- 
cause the 35m type is absorbed, 
almost entirely by the motion pie- 
ture studios, 
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Each Trust Suit Should Be Decided 


On Its Own Merits, Sez N.Y. Court 


It’s up te the courts to decide +- 


the mumerous private antitrust 
suits against the film companies 
on their own merits and irrespec- 
tive of the consent decrees in the 
Government-industry action, the 
U. S. statutory court in N. Y. de- 
cided last Thursday (7). 


Declaration was made by Feder- 
al Judge Alfred C: Coxe after a 
two-hour row. over a footnote in 
20th-Fox’s judgment calling for di- 
vorcement by June 7, 1953. Tri- 
bunal okayed 20th’s decree but de- 
leted the controversial footnote so 
far as other companies were con- 
cerned. 

Attorneys for both RKO and 
Paramount were on the scene to 
protest. Gen. William J. Donovan, 
for RKO, and A. C. Bickford, for 
Par, told the court the added para- 
graph in the 20th order meant the 
various consent decrees in the case 
could Serve as evidence in behalf 
of plaintiff theatremen in the pri- 
vate actions. 


Bickford complained that Par is 
a defendant in suits asking $200,- 
000,000 in treble damages and in- 
clusion of the footnote would seri- 
ously impair his company’s de- 
fense. Similarly, Donovan argued 
the position of RKO would be 

“vitally”. affected in its stand 
against “warring exhibs. 

Philip Marcus, for the Depart- 
ment of Justice, contended that 
reason for his inclusion of the para- 
graph was that the companies ac- 
tually were using their decrees in 
defense of the antitrust suits. 

Technical legal point centers on 
liability in antitrust violation. Im- 
portant angle is that both RKO 
and Par entered consent decrees 
before the Supreme Court ren- 
dered its final divorcement deci- 
sion on appeal. It was said that 
since these were voluntary judg- 
ments the two companies could not 
bé held liable for iflégal practices 
with which they were charged. 

Approval of the 20th pact by 
the three-judge court now leaves 
only ratification by stockholders, 

(Continued on page 15) 


RKO Fails to Find 
Suitable Foreign 
Pix for U.S. So Far 


Although RKO announced last 
month its intention of taking on 
foreign pix, either in English or 
subtitled versions, for distribution 
in the U. S., company has lined 
up nothing as yet from foreign 
producers. Committee headed by 
Leonard Gruenberg, N. Y. branch 
manager, has been screening con- 
siderable product recently, but ap- 
parently has found none suitable. 


RKO is understood to desire 
the overseas films, along with any 
other it can get from indie sources, 
to build up its release slate. It 
recently announced 33 pix for 1952, 
which is not a heavy schedule in 
view of the speed with which prod- 
uct has been burned up by thea- 
tres recently. Thus ~, along 
with other companies, has been 
turning to outside sources for addi- 
tional pix. 

Company. has also seen some top 
foreign product recently grabbed 
off by indies and fecls it might be 
profitable to get into the act itself. 
In this category is a pic which it 
is distributing for Sol Lesser, “Kon 
Tiki,” which is doing standout biz. 
Another foreign biggie grabbed off 
by an indie is “Fabiola,” owned 
by Jules Levey for the U. S. and 
distributed by United Artists. 


‘Miracle’-Rhythm’ Dual 
Dropped After Poor Biz 








Test runs in = cities failed to 
do anticipated biz. 








Harry Sherman Near 
Distrib Deal With UA 


Deal whereby United Artists 
will release a series of high-budg- 
eted westerns to be produced by 
Harry Sherman is close to inking. 
Sherman has been in N. Y. for 
the last 10 days for parleys with 
UA execs. 

Series originally had been ear- 
marked for release through Eagle 
Lion. Classics but deal was side- 
tracked when UA took over ELC, 
Sherman said Monday (11) that 
when pact is set he will be ready 
to start shooting in 30 days. 


20th Pay Cut 
Plan Balked 
By 3 Guilds 


Hollywood, June 12. 

Twentieth-Fox proposal that all 
employees earning over $500 a 
week take a voluntary pay cut ran 
into another major stumbling block 
this week, when the three biggest 
studio talent guilds voted a united 
stand to fight the move. « 

(Twentieth prez Spyros P. 
Skouras, on the Coast for the com- 
pany’s sales convention, told 
VarRIETY that the talent guilds’ ac- 
tion has not changed 20th’s deter- 
mination to go ahead with the 
plan.) 

At the same time 20th, in an 
apparent effort to ease passage of 
the proposal through the guilds, 
announced an amended system for 
figuring the amount of the cuts. 
Total deduction per week for any 
single employee will be limited to 
40%, instead of the 50% originally 
proposed. In addition, the affected 
employees, who are to participate 
in half of 20th’s profits yearly to 
recoup their salaries, are now to 
share cumulatively in those profits. 
Originally, they were ta have par- 
ticipated in the profits annually on 
a non-cumulative basis. 

Three talent unions—the Screen 
Writers Guild, Screen Producers 
Guild and Screen Directors Guild 
—voted their united stand at a 
special meet called by SWG prez 
Karl Tunberg. (Screen Actors 
Guild was not represented, since 
the cuts proposed by 20th prexy 
Spyros P. Skouras do not affect 
players.) In a brief séssion, Tun- 
berg stated that the SWG board 
last week voted to advise all.mem- 
bers to nix the proposal. Writers’ 
group was joined by the producers, 
who voted to instruct their mem- 
bers at 20th to nix the plan. Action 
came after a five-man SPG com- 
mittee, none of whom is employed 
at 20th, presented a report op- 
posing the move. 

Producers’ Board notified its 
members several days ago to hold 
off on any agreement to the cuts 
pending the first meeting of the 
board tonight (Tues.) to omen 
the proposal. Directors ex- 
pected to follow suit. Bert A Allen- 








berg, repping the Artists ers 
(Continued on page 15) 

us EL for 720G Over 
TV Rights to 81 Films 


Los Angeles, June 12. 

Suit for $72),000 was filed in 
Superior Court against Eagle Lion 
Films, Inc., by George Frank and 
Mrs. Levenoria Batchelor, charg- 
ing breach of an oral contract 
covering television rights to 81 
PRC films produced in 1943 and 


1944. 
Plaintiffs declare they made a 
down payment of $1,000 té6 bind 


the purchase of the rights for 
$90,000. Later, they assert, Eagle 
Lion soi the rights to another 
company, Tele Invest, Inc. They 
claim the films invelved would 
bring $810,000 on today’s telecast- 
ing market. 


¥ 





LOW PUTTING 
UP COIN FOR Uh 


While sympathetic with the ef- 
forts of United Artists’ new man- 
agement to put the company on a 
profitable basis, banks are still tak- 
ing a “show me” attitude on loans 
for productions for UA distribu- 
tion. Banks cut off loans com- 
pletely to UA producers under the 
old management and are. being 
very reticent about resuming them 
until the Arthur B. Krim syndi- 
cate has proved it has the company 
on a stable basis. 

Attitude of the financial men is 
no reflection on Krim and his as- 
sociates, but an indication of their 
feeling about the industry in gen- 
eral. They are convinced that the 
cost structure of picture-making is 
out of line with today’s market 
potential and thus’ that indepen- 
dent production is currentiy too 
risky for bank-financing. 

As a matter of fact, the bankers 
feel that major studio production 
is just as much out of kilter in 
costs-vs.-income potential as is that 
of the independents. They are not 
called upon, however, to make 
loans to majors on the basis of in- 
dividual or small groups of pix, 
plus the fact that the majors have 
heavy liquid and capital assets that 
give them strong credit standings. 

Result for the indie, however, is 
that the banking situation is tough- 
er than ever. In addition to that, 
he’s having a harder time than in 
the past in lining up second-money. 
Situation has become so grim that 
the producers themselves have be- 
come discouraged. Banks report 
that in recent weeks they haven’t 
even had any approaches from pro- 
ducers. 

Making It Tougher 

Bank, attitude is. expected to 
make it tougher to put UA ona 
well-stabilized footing than the 
Krim group had anticipated. Com- 
pany’s new prexy and his associates 
recognize that to reestablish UA 
fully it must eventually be lim- 

(Continued on page 7) 


Allied Dumps Pa. 
Unit in COMPO Tiff 


Long-standing feud between Na- 
tional Allied and Allied of Eastern 
Pennsylvania an affiliated group, 
over cooperation with the Council 
of Motion Picture Organizations, 
erupted yesterday (Tues.) when 
the national board voted to sus- 
pend the Pennsylvania exhibitor 
association. Official reason was 
that the Penn unit has not.paid its 
dues to the national or the last 
18 months, but it’s believed that 
the showdown flareup was based 
on differences over COMPO. 

Penn group is the only indie 
exhib organization affiliated with 
Allied which has not voted an okay 
to COMPO. In addition, it’s con- 
sidered significant that the non- 
payment of dues extends back al- 
most exactly to the date of the 
National Allied convention at Min- 
neapolis, when full approval of 
COMPO was voted. Sidney Sam- 
uelson, prexy of the Penn exhibs, 
moreover has had. almost a per- 
sonal feud with National Allted 
board chairman Abram F. Myers 
over the COMPO situation. 

Eastern Pennsylvania unit is the 
first in Allied’s history to be sus- 

pended. Unit, headquartered in 
Philly, includes as members ex- 
hibs from Philly north to the 
Scranton - Wilkes Barre territory 
and west to Harrisburg. 


Paris, N. Y., Guarantees 
506 to UA for ‘River’ 


United Artists is guaranteed 
$50,000 by the Paris Theatre, N. Y., 
under the deal providing for show- 
ing of “The River” at that house 
on a two-a-day roadshow basis be- 
ginning in August. Figure is un- 
usually high for such a film. 

“River” was produced in India 
by Ken McElidowney. 




















UPT Stockholder Meet 
July 27 to Vote on ABC Tie 


Special meeting of United Para; 
mount Theatres stockholders has 
been called for July 27 at the N. Y. 
homeoffice to vote on the proposed 
merger with American Broadcast- 
ing Co, 

Holders of record on June 25 
will be entitled to vote. 


‘Unwritten’ Quota 
In State Depts 
Italo Pact OK 


Washington, June 12. 

The State Dept. has stamped its 
okay on the new Italo-U. S. film 
pact, but with a highly unusual 
proviso. It has insisted that the 
clause limiting imports into Italy 
by U. S. majors to 225 pix a year 
be left unwritten. 

It is felt by the State Dept. that 
this limitation is contrary to free 
trading principles advocated by the 





majors will hold down to 225 nix 
without actual mention of the fact 
in the pact and the Italians have 
reluctantly agreed to go along on 
that basis. 

By its approval, State Dept. 
makes it possible for the new 
agreement to become effective 
Sept. 1. It runs for five years and 
provides for the unfreezing df 50° 
of frozen Yank film coin. American 
companies, in compensation for the 
thaw, have agreed to take only 
3742% of the money out, with 
12144% going into a special fund to 
help distribution and exploitation 
of Italian pix in the U. S. The 
Italians have also agreed thai all 
coin exports will be at the legal 
rate, the difference between that 
and the free market rate (under 
which much money formerly came 
out) is approximately represented 
by the 124%2%. 

The Italo pact was negotiated in 
Rome recently by John G. Mc- 
Carthy, director of the internation- 
al division of the Motion Picture 
Assn. of America. McCarthy was in 
Washington y (Mon.) and 
today huddling with State Dept. 
officials and with Joyce O'Hara, 
acting head of the MPAA. 

McCarthy returned last week 
from Europe and on Thursday (7) 
presented details to the MPAA 
board on agreement by France to 
unfreeze pic company earnings. 
There is no compensatory conces- 
sion by the Americans, despite de- 
mands by some sectors of the 
French industry for a similar ar- 
rangement to the Italo pact. They 
also want to ig the U. S. a ae 
contrihuting to promotion a S- 
tribution of their pix in America. 

McCarthy, it is understood, will 
consider such an arrangement as 
quid pre quo for the French lifting 
the present 121-picture ceiling on 
imports and the five-weeks per 
p> screen quota for French 


Now in its formative stage, an 
American-S film agreement 
was called a “delicate matter” by 
McCarthy at a press conference 
held in New York last week. Em- 
phasizing that he disliked to do 
anything which may upset the sit- 
uation, the exec declined to state 
the basis of the pending deal aside 
from noting that the principle of 
Spanish import permits for foreign 
pix was “completely out of line” 
reed trade ee in other coun- 


Par’s 50c Divvy 


Quarterly dividend of 50c a 
share on the common stock was 
declared by Paramount’s board 
Monday (11). . 

Bonus is pevense “June 30 to 








}stocklolders of record June 22. 


U. S. Understanding is that the- 





Hartman Balish: Aiming to Cut 
Par's Average Pic Cost to $1,000,000 


Lashing out at pessimism in the 
\ mum industry, Don Hartman, Para- 
mount’s supervisor of production, 
asserted yesterday (Tues.) in 
New York that the picture busi- 
ness was just beginning rather 
than being on the skids for a final 
curtain call. Speaking of the in- 
dustry in general and Par in par- 
ticular, Hartman said people in the 
creative branches were aware of 
the fact that greater imagination 
plus upcoming technical advances 
would result in better pictures with 
greater popular appeal than ever 
before. 

Here from Hollywood for parieys 
with homeoffice execs, Hartman, at 
a tradepress huddle, said Par was 
meting the need for new ideas 
and thinking through the develop- 
ment of a,“whole new generation 
of writers, directors and _ pro- 
ducers.” The “Golden Circle,” 
Par’s new faces being groomed for 
sterdom, is just one segment of 
the studio’s campaign to spawn 
fresh talent in production. Young 
directors will be given more op- 
portunities to handle what Hart- 
man called the “story’s-the-thing” 
pix. These will be properties with- 
out big star names, but which will 
a‘ow new writers, directors and 
producers to experiment in new 
ideas. Plan has not been developed 
fully yet, but this is one of the 
projects to be discussed with com- 
pany toppers in N. Y. 

Methods of practicing greater 
production economy without sacri- 
ficing quality are being developed 
at the Par studio, Hartman said. 
One step is the speeding up pro- 
duction through greater advance 
preparation. Progress is -being 
made in pre-shooting rehearsals 

(Continued on page 15) 


UA Mans Tussle With 
Col, Popkin on ‘Well’ 
Over Distrib Contract 


Spokesman for United Artists 
disclosed this week the distrib is 
going to the mat with Columbia 
over “The Well,” Harry Popkin 

production. He said UA “prob- 
ably” will file a law suit shortly in 

S. district court seeking to en- 
join Col from releasing the film. 

Position taken by UA is that it 
has Popkin tied up in an exclusive 
distribution deal, and the film- 
maker’s switch to Col allegedly 
constitutes a breach of the con- 
tract. Whether Popkin is named 
a defendant, along with Col, in the 
action has yet to be decided. 

Popkin had been stalling on de- 
livering the pic to UA for some 
time. He completed “Well” last 
year but held sae on delivery be- 
cause of UA’s troubled state of af- 
fairs under the former Paul.V. Mc- 
Nutt regime. He still refused to 
turn over a print to UA when the 
Arthur B. Krim a eg stepped into 
control. 

Rather than file’ an action direct- 
ly against Popkin, UA strategy is 
to seek an injunction ing 
any other distrib from handling 
the film. Col announced last month 
it had closed the deal to release 
the filin. 


S. A. Myers in N. Y. To 
Eye 2 British Lion Pix 


Sidney A. Myers, assistant man- 
aging director of British~Lion, ar- 
rived in N. Y. from London on 
Monday (11) to look in on two pix 
now in release an. investigate the 
effects of television on the box- 
office in the U. S. Britain’s nation- 
alized TV has yet to impair theatre 
business in that country. 

Myers is interested in “Tales of 
Hoffmann,” which was produced by 
Alexander Korda, head of Britisi 
Lion. Latter company is distribut- 
ing the film abroad, Second pic is 
“Fabiola,” being presented in the 
U. S. by Jules Levey via United 
Artists release. This also is being 
handled by British Lion abroad. 

Myers will trek to the Coast at 
the weekend for a brief visit prior 
to ~ return te London in two 
weeks, 
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‘That's My Bo 
| My Boy 


Martin & Lewis in 
c . 
colege gridiron capes 





Hollywood, June 12. 
Paramount release of Hal Wallis (Cy 
Dean + poe a te 


Howard) production. Stars 
Je Tew, a By 
47 ach Sar 


ed by fal 7 . Story 

and screenplay, Cy Howard; camera, Lee 

Garmes; editor, Warren Low; music score, 
igh line; new song, Jay i. 

Ray Evans. Tradeshown May 4, ’51, 

ning time, 98 MINS. 





MEE RAS IS Dean Martin 
“Junior” Jackson............ sorry Lewis 
Ann Ja th Hussey 
bat | Jack” Jackson. ‘Baaie Mayehot 
Terry Howard........... on Marshall 
Betty Hunter.............. Bergen 
Coach Wheeler............ gh Sanders 
Benjamin Green.......... John Mcintire 
Henry Baker............- cis Pierlot 
i aes Lillian Randolph 
OS en 6 6 ou oc 6u Imar Jackson 
Announcer........... ‘om Harmon 





Dean Martin and Jerry Lewis 
caper amusingly in “That’s My 
Boy,” giving Paramount a boxof- 
fice release that should rate excel- 
lent returns in the key situations 
and on down the line.- While not 

as hilariously cornball as their last 

feature (“At War With the Army”), 
it is good, basic comedy, with 
plenty of pop appeal. 

Basically, plot is a reworking of 
the familiar theme that has a weak, 
bespectacled coliege student sud- 
denly becoming a hero on the 
football field. In his story and 
screenplay, however, Cy Howard 
adds many angles that fill out the 
yarn. In this regard, the most 
amusing is that projected through 
having anemic Jerry Lewis the son 
of a football great, and domineered 
by the Joe College dad. 


Lewis’ appearance and comedy 
talents are ideally suited to his 
character. Plot takes him from 
high school graduation to his 
father’s alma mater, Ridgeville. 
The dad, a wealthy alumnus, forces 
the college coach to ge: the boy 
on the football squad and hires 
Dean Martin, high school football 
hero,'to aid his gridiron education. 
Plenty of opportunity for laugh 
situations are provided in this set- 
up and it’s no surprise that, after 
innumberable blunders, Lewis 
saves the big game at the last mo- 
ment when Martin is unable to 
play. 

Production by Hal Wallis, with 
Howard as associate, avoids the 
standard routines by now a fami- 
liar part of the Martin and Lewis 
comedy and lets the laughs come 
from story situations. hile this 
doesn’t permit any aisle-rolling 
sequences, it keeps the fun on a 
more solid keel, with enough 
highlighting chuckles to please. 


Most of the play is tossed to 
Lewis, and he delivers big, al- 
though Martin has a number of 
gee moments and straights for 
partner in others. A minimum 
of — are i. ae eee 
s ng a school party, while 
Ballin’ the Jack* 1s terped and 
used romantically by Martin in a 


poonin scene with Polly Berg i 
8 scene w y Bergen. 
“Ridg 

done for laughs. 


e Fight Song” is smartly 
Film introduces Eddie Mayehoff 
as the boastful Joe College pater 
who can never forget he was an 
ray gen for Ridgeville. It’s 
character as done bv 
Mayeho , even though overworked 
at times. Ruth Hussey charms as 
the wife, mother of such an un- 
romising er, gies as Lewis. 
arion Marshal! and Miss Bergen 
sharé the younger femme ts, 
with the former as a girl wo g 
her way through college command- 
ing most of the alloted footage. 





No Questions Asked 
Okay mystery meller fer com- 
panion feature eature market. 


at 7. 
Metro ay 5 
rag Ray Ey hg 
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tures Moroni Olsen, 
Dan Day F. Kress. 
rotons, mys — Busy Sheldons paced on 
ry rold 
Lipstein: wane, ens; editor, Jo- 
seph De ade: May 2, ’51 
Running a, 80 MINS. 
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Run- | Inspector Matt Duggan.. aoe e Murphy 
Joan Brensgon............-.- Jean Hagen 


Det. Walter O’Bannion..Richard Anderson 


Henry Manston.....,....... Moroni Olsen 
Harry Dycker........+.++.-+- Dan Dayton 
Gordon N. Jessman........ Dick Simmons 
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Action and suspense back up an 
okay melodrama plot, making “No 
Questions Asked” a neat entry as 
a companion feature in the general 
dual market. Production isn’t 
lavish, but has been well polished, 
and the direction and playing are 
good. 

Title springs from plot gimmick 
built around insurance companies 
paying fees for the return of stolen 
valuables so they won’t have to 
stand a total loss. Barry Sullivan 
is an insurance attorney, struggling 
along until he turns in-betweener 
after his girl friend, Arlene Dahl, 
walks out on him to marry Dick 
Simmons. . 

Coin is rolling in until Miss 
Dahl again appears and makes a 
new pitch for Sullivan, temporarily 
stalling Jean Hagen’s play for the 
attorney. New pitch gets Sullivan 
off base long enough for Miss Dahl 
and Simmons to pull a doublecross 
that has both the cops and crooks 
out to bump off the go-between. 
He wises up in time, however, to 
realize he has been taken and do 
somcthing about it. Footage ends 
in a flurry of action as Sullivan 
is saved from being drowned by 
the crooks and Miss Dahl and 
Simmons are trapped for the 
doublecross. 
Yarn carries interest, even 
though not quite as clearly drawn 
as it should be, and direction keeps 
plot and players moving. There's 
a neat twist or two in the story, 
such as the holdup of a ladies’ 
lounge in a theatre by two crooks 
dressed as femmes, and having the 
leader of the ins ce theft ring 
as an underwa immer who 
likes to bump o is victims by 
a them on the bottom of his 
pool. 

Sullivan, Miss Dahl and Miss 
Hagen expertly project their char- 
acters, and the fourth co-star, 
George Murphy, although in for 
smaller footage, sells the role of 
an intelligent police inspector. 
Assorted characters such as Rich- 
ard Anderson, Moroni Olsen, Dan 
Dayton, Simmons, Howard Petrie, 
the swimming crook, William 
Phipps and others fill their types 
nicely. 
Harold F. Kress directed the 
Sidney Sheldon screenplay to good 
efiect. Harold Lipstein did the 
low-key lensing, and Leith Stevens 
supplied a music score in keeping 
with meller mood. Brog. 


The Frogmen 


Realistic thriller based on ex- 
poits of Underwater Demoli- 
tion Teams of World War II. 
B.o. chances excellent. 


Ho ‘ood, June 7. 
20th-Fox PE ge Ayn Samuel G. Engel 

















and “Pier 23” (Lippert), 


‘of saleable values that forecast ex- 
cellent bexe chances. 

Stress is on a in the p 
duction Samuel G. e Engel, an 
through cooperation avy, 
location use of installations at Nor- 
folk and in the Islands -in- | 
action-wise 
directorial guidance of Lloyd Ba- 


eon supplies a high pitch a the se- 
quences, enty of 
for the action- ed fan. 


The type of service performed 
by UDT’s stressés matter-of-fact 
bravery and daring. In the film, 
the unit commanded by Widmark 
realistically goes about such mis- 
sions as venturing close to Jap-held 
islands to plot against underwater 
obstacles that would hamper beach 
landings, then demolishing these 
barricades. 


A rare bit of sustained suspense 
is the sequence that has Widmark 
and Andrews working desperately 
to render harmless a Jap -torpedo 
that has crashed into the ship’s hos- 
pital ward room but has not yet ex- 
ploded. There are a number of 
other scenes of hfgh tension and 
the best for dramatic wallop is the 
re-creation of an actual World War 
II incident in which the UDT’s go 
for a long underwater swim, sus- 
tained by portable oxygen tanks, 
to blow up a Japanese submarine 
pen and base. 


It’s the climax to the action and 
is grippingly projected with nerve- 
wracking tension. Adding to its 
effectiveness is the absence of all 
dialog and sound except. the 
gurgle of air bubbles as the men 
make their long swim, cut through 
a submarine net, place their ex- 
plosives and then fight their way 
back through Jap divers sent down 
to investigate. 


Story line is slight and rather 
commonplace, with method of han- 
dling results in it being ably pre- 
sented. Widmark is a new com- 


'mander of the UDT unit depicted, 


replacing a loved officer who had 
been lost on a mission. Non-com 
Andrews and the other men do not 
understand him, and resentment to 
his coldliy-given orders and strict 
attention. to duty causes them to 
ask for transfer. However, the tor- 
pedo episode and his bravery 
wh wounded in the submarine 
action result in his acceptance 
y the men at the finale: 
Trouping is uniformly excellent, 
roles being played naturally with- 
out high-flung heroics. Widmark, 
Andrews and Gary Merrill, who 
captains the Navy craft that ferrys 
the UDT’s, come over strongly. 
The various crew members also 
impress and among them are Jef- 
frey Hunter, good as the UDT who 
is wounded planting a sign wel- 
coming the Marines on a Jap-held 
island; Warren Stevens, Robert 
Wagner, Harvey Lembeck, the 
unit’s comic; Robert Rockwell, 
Henry Slate, Robert Adler, Bob 
Patten, Harry Flowers, William 
Bishop and others. 
Bolstering the air of realism and 
excitement that perematte the 
footage is the fine lensing of Nor- 
bert Brodine. Other technical 
credits are of the same calibre, 
although, critically, footage could 
stand some trimming to scissor a 
number of repetitious scenes. 


Brog. 
Take Care of My Little 
Girl 
(COLOR) 





Jeanné Crain in pieasant, light- 
weight romance about a col- 
lege sorority. For general runs. 





20th-Fox release of Julian Blaustein pro- 
duction. Stars Jeanne Crain, Dale Rob- 
ertson, Mitzi Gaynor, Jean Peters; fea- 
tures Jeffrey Hunter, Betty Lynn, Helen 


Westcott, Lenka Peterson, 





Merrill. Additionally, it has plenty 


femmes, most of them of the 
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close, to the effect that sororities 
can be a bad thing, engendering 
snobbery, clannishness and a few 
other social ills. This message has 
been signalled to all but the ob- 
tuse all through the film, as the 
pic shows Miss Crain as a whole- 
some but. somewhat spoiled only 
child of indulgent parents trying 
frantically to make good at her 
mom’s snooty old sorority, and 
awakening only at the film's close 
to the phoneyness of the whole sit- 
uation. 


Sorority business is seen taking 
up a large part of a college fresh- 
man’s time. The girls are rushed 
by the various sororities on the 
compus, but Miss Crain has eyes 
only on the snazziest, Tri U.. Her 
lifelong playmate isn’t ledged, 
and leaves college heartbroken, but 
Miss Crain still is leyal to Tri U. 
She helps a male senior cheat at an 
exam, because his fraternity is tops 


hatled by most of her sorority sis- 
ters. When another girlfriend is 
bounced by the sorority towards 
the close of pledge week, after un- 
dergoing various hardships and 
catching pneumonia, Miss Crain 
finally wakes up to the fact that 
fashionable sororities aren’t for her 
after all. 

Yarn, while told straight, 
have a slight tongue-in-cheek qual- 
ity that aids it. mpus scenes, in 
the club houses and in the dorms, 
look the mecoy instead of carica- 
tures, and the silly business of the 
involved mechanics of sorority 
pledging, including choral groups 
serenading the pledgees, is enter- 
taining. 

Miss Crain makes an appealing 
figure of the youngster with warped 
ideas about what’s important in 
college life. Dale Robertson, as the 
down-to-earth war returnee, lends 
a lot of uiet strength for some of 
the pic’s best moments. Carol Bran- 
non is especially good as a spitfire, 
maverick sorority member. Mitzi 
Gaynor, as another blunt friend; 
Jean Peters, as chief sorority snob; 
Natalie Schafer, as mother of the 
house,and Jeffrey Hunter, as spoiled 
pet of the campus, give good sup- 
port. John Litel, who doesn’t get 
featured billing (and was even 
omitted from cast lists handed out), 
is effective in the brief role of Miss 
Crain’s indulgent father. Bron. 


does 


Three Steps North 


Mixed cast of American and 
Italian thespers in fair who- 
dunit. 





United Artists release of W. Lee Wilder 
roduction. Stara Lilo S, P. 





Italy with a cast of American and 
Italian thespers, is an uneven film 
with dubious chances at the box- 
office. Film is primarily handi- 





tress Lea Padovani is also effective 


og a i 
0 ers, y Jeanne 
Crain oat we Feainicober 
It'll do for general runs. 

Pic has a m e, which is stated } 
rather tardily. obviously at the. 


on the campus, and her work is| Toda 





re okay, the 
poor , ivathtontediian of sound and 
film is a bit disturbing. A couple 


of Italian so 
with pleasing impact. © 


Twe ef a Kind 


Fairly entertaining melodrama 
of million-dollar shakedown. 
Okay cast names and medium 


, ee also shown in 
Herm. 








b.o. prospects. 
Hollywood, June 12. 

Columbia release ef William Dozier pro- 
duction. Stars Edmond O’Brien, Lizabeth 
Scott, Terry Moore; features 

Xx; rnett, ' 

son, V: c. Directed by Henry 
Levin. Lawrence . 
James Gunn; from story by James 


tor, Cha m; seore, 

‘ Previewed June 8, ’51. Running 
time, 75 MINS, e 
Lefty Farrell. .......+.+. Edmond O’Brien 
Brandy Kirby. .........+.-- Lizabeth Scott 
Kathy McIntyre.........+.. Terry Moore 
Vincent Mailer.......«..+. Alezentee Knox 
William MclIntyre......... Griff Barnett 

ohh) Wie te 5 oe Oho Se 4 Robert Anderson 
mee McIntyre. .....++.. Virginia Brissae 
Father Lanahan..... awoeas J. M. Ke a 
Minnie Mitt. ee Claire Carl 
Chief Petty Officer... sete'dd ‘Louis Jean Heydt 





Fairly entertaining results are 
obtained in filming this melodrama 
of a big shakedown scheme. A gen- 
erally interesting plot line and 
good performances help overcome 
an inclination to wordiness in the 
script. For the general release 
situation, returns should range 
fairly satisfactorily, helped by 
names of Edmond O’Brien, Liza- 
beth Scott and Terry Moore. 


The William Dozier uction 
presents a plot hatch by Miss 
Scott and Alexander Knox, attor- 
ney for an elderly, wealthy couple, 
to obtain latter’s money by pre- 
senting them with a phoney im- 
personating their missing son..The 
heir, now grown, was lost: when a 
child of two, and O’Brien, carnival 
grifter and cardsharp, is picked to 
do the impersonation. 

James Edward Grant’s story 
scripted by Lawrence ble an 
James Gunn, has a set of 
complications to hold interest and 
treats the romantic involvements 
with an adult flavor. However, 
script is inclined to word-padding. 

O’Brien is shown attracted by 
the thought of wealth and Miss 
Scott, smashes his finger in a car 
door so it will match the missing 
heir’s, wangles a romance with 
Miss Moore, the elderly couple’s 
slightly wacky niece, and moves 
in smoothly on his new parents. 

Plot comes a-cropper, though, 
when Griff Barnett, the wealth 
gent, refuses to change his will. 

nox plans his murder, but 
O’Brien oo Miss Scott renege at 


Lea Pa-| killing. When Knox then tries to 
ani, my Pabrizi. : by Wilder. bump off O'Brien, latter spills the 
Harari; camera, Aldo dani; | whole plot to Barnett, who proves 
editor, Ruth Trotz; m . re = ey he has wn all along the son was 
3. OR time. 90 MINS. oe 5 eee’, but ed with the gag 
Frank Keeler.............. Liloyd_Bridges| because it brought his wife, Vir- 
na rence ane werseweennrys —_ Pepeisi gals Brissac, happiness. Finale 
Jack Conway...........William C. Tubbs Knox chased out of oye while 
DA s-seeseeseees: Dine Galvani; O’Brien and Scott decide they are 
The Greek 20220202777 eanna Risse | WO of & kind. 

Vinee Sretubuhdsesede css John Fostini en eee aie coneenioe ex- 
PIE a dobbs 6ceak: an seen to 
Policeman Falzone.....--.. ‘Adam Genette excellent Mavabinde Khon supplies 
“Three Steps North,” produced a smooth performance as ef 

and directed W. Lee Wilder in heavy. Miss Moore does okay by a 


character that is a bit too jovani 
‘when contrasted by the other three. 
Barnett, Miss Brissac and Robert 
Anderson, Knox’s strongman, are 
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Distribs Nix Two Arbitration Plans 


Dealing With Rentals, % Reporting 





While Allied States still will con-+- 


sider no eggs an eee industry 
arbitration em s accom- 
panied by competitive bidding “re- 
lief,” it was disclosed this week 
that the film companies turned a 
deaf ear to Lag A ged i which 
ed had on matter. 
ma was the arbitration of film 
rental dis as recommended 
by Bennie Berger, who reps 
North Central Allied on the na- 
tional org’s board. Second called 


‘for submitting boxoffice percent- 


age under-reporting issues to arbi- 
tration panels, proposed by Abram 
¥. Myers, Allied’s board chairman 
and general counsel. 

Distribs rejected both sugges- 
tions, favoring only arbitration of 
controversies involving runs and 
clearances, or allegations of forc- 
ing of pix in violation of court de- 
crees. 

Despite the conflict on the two 
counts, Allied has indicated it’s 
still willing to go along with an ar- 
bitration system on condition some 
changes are made in bidding prac- 
tices. Myers feels the competitive 
licensing ptocedure originally was 
designed only to enhance the bar- 
gaining position of independent 
theatremen. He wants the distribs 
to offer pix on bids only when an 
indie op wants to bid against a com- 
petitor controlled by. a major cir- 
cuit. 

At last month’s Allied board 
meeting in Kansas City, Myers re- 
ported the companies were showing 
no inclination to do anything about 
competitive bidding “at this time. 
Position taken by sales toppers is 
that they know of no other way to 
ticense product when competing ex- 
hibs demand the same pic on the 
same run. Important factor is their 
conclusion that bidding is the only 


sure way of avoiding law suits. 





Banks to Indies 


Continued from page 5 


ited to distribution of top-quality 
product, Without the support of 
the banks in providing first money, 
that type production is very diffi- 
cult to set up. Financing by Wal- 
ter E. Heller & Co. of Chicago, on 


which UA must fall back, could 


hardly be sufficlent to take thé| Woon. is part of the sale of the 


place of bank money in making 
high-budget product. « 
Bank viewpoint is that an indie 


_ distributing company, such as UA, 


t be profitable until picture- 
mali costs are down. That fol- 


. making 
lows from the position that a dis- 


trib can’t be successful if the pro- 
ducers don’t have a reasonable 
chance at turning a profit, finan- 
ciers declare, as long as labor, star, 
studio and. other costs are so high. 

For a distrib to.be successful, 
bankers point out, its producers 
must be in business on a stable, 


- Jong-term basis so that sources of 


product are assured. As ence 
of the tough time an indie film- 
maker has in just existing, banking. 
men point to figures publicized by 
William C. MacMillen, Jr., presi- 
dent of the now-defunct Eagle Lion 


Classics, shortly before its buyout | step 


by UA. MacMillen disclosed that 
only about 20% of the films dis- 
tributed by his company proved 
profitable Aa the producer. 


Banks like indie financing 
because it them 6% interest 
as against the maximum 334% they 


get from most other industries. 
However, they want to wait until 
what they feel is the current revo- 
lution in film economics has work- 
ed itsélf out. They point out that 
experience has shown that in any 


_ such ‘development,'the industry as 


a whole may evolve on a more 
solid footing than ever, but that 
some of its members will fall by 


the way in the process. Banks 
don’t . t to have their coin on 
any of shakeouts. ' : 

Some encouragement is being 
found in 20th-Fox’s current efforts 
to slash all over $500 week- 


attempt to get on a more reason- 
able economic ‘basis that - must 
come eventually: 





Joe Kaufman Ogles N. Y. 


For ‘Fear’ Unknowns 


Producer Joe* Kaufman is in 
N. Y¥. to find two unknowns for 
roles with Joan Crawford in “Sud- 
den Fear,” which he will produce 
independently on the Coast this 
fall. Kaufman is looking for a male 
lead and a femme for a top role. 

Kaufman is holding story con- 
ferences ip N. Y. with. Miss Craw- 
ford, direc'-< David Miller and 
scripter Franx Partos. -Some ex- 
teriors for the film, based on the 
novel by Edna Scherry, may be 
shot in N. Y. No releasing deal has 
been set. “ 


Formans Buy 


WB Theatres 
In Ore., Wash. 


Portland, Ore., June 12. 

Oregon details of one of the 
Northwest's largest theatre trans- 
actions in recent years are re- 
vealed by Albert Forman, vice- 
president and secretary of one of 
the biggest independent theatre 
operations in the Pacific North- 
west. William Forman, president 
of the chain, is located in Seattle. 

The Forman Bros. closed a 
transaction which involves the pur- 
chase of all Warner Bros. holdings 
in Oregon and Washington State. 
The purchase price is not known. 
The transfer of ownership is ef- 
fective July 1. 

The deal includes purchase of 
the Elsinore and Capitol Theatres 
in Salem, Ore. The Formans now 
operate the Grant, State, Liberty, 
and Salem Drive-In Theatres 
there. The newly acquired houses 
will soon feature stage shows along 
with pictures. They are both 
equipped for live entertainment 
and used to have some top attrac- 
tions. 

The acquisition, which includes 
the Salem houses as well as the- 
atres in Aberdeen and Hoquiam, 





Warner Bros. theatre holdings in 
accordance with the divorcement 
decree. The newly acquired spots 
in Salem will have a complete 
facelifting. 

The transaction was handled by 
George Mead, Portland attorney, 
representing. Forman, and Ralph 
Lewis; of Fenton & Files, Los An- 
geles law firm, representing War- 
ners’ Coast interests. The WB 

(Continued on page 18) 


Local H-63 Challenges 
_ District 65 Rep in N.Y. 
. Ina brief filed with the National 
Labor Relations Board, Home Office 
Employees Guild, Local H-63, last 
in "chicane tas right of 
Distributive , Processing and Office 
Workers of America to represent 
film company homeoffice em- 
ployees. Latter group, under the 
tag of. District 65, embodies Screen 
Office and Professional 
Guild and Screen Publicists id. 
The brief, filed by attorney 
Harold Spivak, asserts that in the 
case of Paramount homeoffice 
workers,. District 65 “appears as ab 
interloper and has no legal rights 
or interests in units” formerly rep- 
resented by SOPEG. H-63 asked 





the NLRB to call an election to set- | 


ty slgned a petttite, Eaveriag 12-65 
a ion favo 
as its bargaining agent, although 
the company contract was with 
SOPEG. ._H-63 is affiliated with 
International Alliance of Theatrical 
_ Russell v.p. of H-63, claims 
that any -with Dis- 
trict .65 
and becomes 
autocratic - 


“dominant, 
tion.” 


ists Gud. |. 


loses all previous auton-|- 
a unit 


. 
Ly *» 





Hollywood, June 12: 


Despite steadily accruing inter- 
est charges, some 30 Hollywood 
films have been sitting on studio 
shelves for the last 12 months. or 
more, or will have remained there 
that long by the time they’re sent 
to the theatres. Many still. have no 
release dates in sight. While delays, 
for a variety of reasons, are not 
uncommon: among the major stu- 
dios, present crop of held-out pix 
is the largest in a considerable pe- 
riod of time. 


Largest backlog is at RKO, where 
10 films will have been held back 
for periods ranging up to two-and- 
one-half years. The long-waiting 
champ is “Montana Belle,” held up 
until Howard Hughes sent “The 
Outlaw” into general release. Such 
a clause had been inserted when 
Hughes loaned Jane Russell for 
“Belle.” Meanwhile, no release has 
yet been set for “Belle,” which 
wound up in December, 1948. Other 
Jane Russell pix in the long-wait 
category are “It’s Only Money,” 
which finished over two years ago; 
“His. Kind of Woman” and ‘“Ma- 
cao.” Remaining RKO held-uppers 
are “Sons of the Musketeers,” 
which. was completed 16 months 
ago and is being held for retake 
treatment; “Narrow Margin,” “Dark 
Highway,” “The Man He Found,” 
“Crack Down” and, to a certain ex- 
tent, “Jet Pilot.” Latter wound 
principal shooting over a year-ago 
and has since been in the trans- 
parencies-and-pickup-shots stage, 
shooting at brief intervals ~when- 
ever costars John Wayne and Janet 
Leigh were free from other com- 
mitments, 


Following are Paramount and 
Metro, each with four pictures 
which will have experienced the 
one-year wait. Paramount has “A 
Place in the Sun,” “Something to 
Live For,” “Carrie” and “Red 
Mountain,” while Metro’s shelves 
boast “Across the Wide Missouri” 
and “Red Badge of Courage,” both 
scheduled for release earlier and 
then subsequently postponed for 
additional work; “Quo Vadis” and 
“Love Is Better Than Ever,” the 
latter, of. course, waiting for the 
studio to determine more accurate- 
ly the public’s reaction to film's 
star, Larry Parks. ; 

With the other companies, how- 
ever, it’s only an incidental picture 
which is being held. UI has “Bright 
Victory,” first set for April release 
and now switched to the end of 
the year for “Oscar” reasons. Co- 
lumbia has “Saturday’s Heroes,” 
which waits for football season. 
Warners has its British-lensed 
“Captain Horatio Hornblower.” 

In addition, there are eight indie 
productions—some of which have 
subsequently been taken over for 
release by one of the majors. These 
include “Pandora and the Flying 
Dutchman” (Metro), “Home Town 


bia), “The River” (UA), “Quarter 
Horse” and a pair which have been 
held up pending outcome of suits 
—Lou Brunin’s “Alice in Wonder- 
iand” and William Dieterle’s “Vol- 
cano.” ‘ 


N.Y. Post Pix Series 


Being cited as added evi- 
dence of what theatremen can 


operative effort is the series 
on Movie Stars of Tomorrow 
which started in the New York 
Post Monday (11). It will run 
three times weekly, possi 
jumpi to five times, w 
about of the half-column 
. Stories and pix already set for 
publication. : * 
Idea was formulated 
planted by the Joint Pu 
Relations Committee of the 
‘New York Motien Picture In- 





Story” (Metro), “Pick Up” (Colum-’ 


do to hypo attendance via co- ~ 


Se Pee. 3 


INTEREST GHARGE Closer Soles 


KEEPS MOUNTING 


Stressed at Ath's 


Coast Parley 





De-Marco Sisters Set 
For Pie Debut at M-G 


The singing De Marco sisters 
have signed with Metro, to start 
work Aug. 1 in “Skirts Ahoy,” 
which Joe Pasternak is producing. 
Sisters, managed by Mannie Green- 
field, are now playing the Copaca- 
bana nitery in N. Y. This will be 
their film debut. 

Femmes are also dickering for 
an M-G-M disk deal. 


Name MacMille 
Bd. Chairman Of 
e 
Souvaine Distrib 

William C. MacMillen, Jr., presi- 
dent of Pathe Industries, and for- 
mer prez of Eagle Lion Classics, 
has been named board chairman of 
Souvaine Selective Pictures, for- 
eign and “art” pic distribution out- 
fit formed in N. Y. about nine 
months ago. Appointment of Mac- 
Milien was part of a sweeping 
overhauling and expansion move 
designed to capitalize on the 
widening market for “offbeat” pix. 

Henry Souvaine, president of the 
company, told Varrery that he fig- 
ures releasing about 16 films annu- 
ally, preferably divided equally 
from French, British, Italian and 
American producers. 

New setup means Robert R. 
Young is back in the picture busi- 
ness other than via Pathe, of which 
he is chief stockholder... Under the 
deal with MacMillen, films to be 
channeled through Selective are 
to be processed by Pathe. Addition- 
ally, MacMillen collected a block 
of stock in the Souvaine Co., which 
owns Selective. Souvaine Co, is a 
radio-television program-packaging 
operation, handling the Met Opera 
broadcasts over American Broad- 


casting Co. for the Texas Co., 
among other activities. 





Pathe, might take a 

participation in Selective as the 
company progresses, It will begin 
actual operation,, with branches in 
San Francisco, Cleveland and Bos- 
ton, in addition to the N. Y. of- 
fice. Charles Amory, who had 
headed sales of ELC’s foreign pic- 
tures, has been appointed vice- 

(Continued on page 62) 


Macy’s Pix Tie-in 
Under Way im N.Y. 


Tie-in by N. Y. exhibs with 
Macy’s, in the department store’s 
plan to select the “best picture of 
the month,” got underway Monday 
(11) in N. Y. when major company 
ad-publicity chiefs were asked to 
nominate their choices from their 
releases. 





Pian was outlined Friday (8) at 
a luncheon hosted by the Joint 
Public Relations Committee of the 
N. Y. motion picture industr#, 
co-op venture recently formed by 
rye hypo biz in the 
metropolitan area. . Victor Ratner, 
v.p. and advertising mgr. 
Maey’s, said a committee would 
look at the pictures nominated as 
each distrib’s “best for the month,” 
and then make its selection. 


Zz 





It’s figured that Young, through 
direct financial 


Hollywood, June 12. 

Forging of a closer link between 
20th-Fox sales department and ex- 
hibitors is being stressed here at 
the company’s ‘national sales con- 
vention. Confabs witid wp Thurs- 
day (14) after four days of hud- 
dies in the Fox West Coast home- 
office. In virtually every speech 
by company execs, the need to 
help exhibs sell the pictures to the 
public was stressed. 

Al Lichtman, director of distri- 
bution, told the delegates that the 
exhibitor cannot tackle the pro- 
motion job alone and that the sales 
force must help. 

At Monday’s opening session, 
Lichtman declared that 20th will 
continue the sliding-scale rental 
formula. Announcement was in 
line with meeting keynote of “ge- 
curing the widest possible revenue 
consistent with good — business 
ethics through full cooperation 
with exhibitors.” 

Convention opened in board 
room of Fox West Coast home- 
office on a note of optimism de- 
spite a number of operational 
problenis facing the delegates. 
Lichtman noted that changing con- 
ditions must be faced with “cour- 
age and optimism,” declaring that 
“exhibitors’ need more good pic- 
tures and we will produce all first- 
quality product.” 

Prexy Spyros: Skouras said re- 
sults of sales huddle should be an 
improvement of company’s sales 
policies. “Today we have the great- 
est challenge motion picture men 
have had to face. We face that chal- 
lenge with extreme confidence,” 
Skouras continued. “We can win 
as long as our business is based on 
sound thinking.” 

Print Shortages 

One subject expected to be 
whipped before sessions closed is 
problem of print shortages. Every 
salesman, division and district man- 
ager will haye a chance to help. 
resolve the problem so pattern can 
be cut. Prints have become serious 
problem due to mass bookings. 
Film companies have been reluc- 
tant to increase print orders be- 
cause of high costs. Company could 
easily find itself with print cost 
all out of proportion to production 
cost of picture if every exhib’s de- 
mands were met, ; 





TV pickup would have been a deal 
with one of the two regular video 
stations’ in the city. Neither was 
able or willing to change its broad- 
cast schedule, because of previous 


network commitments, to carry the 
fight for the benefit of the local 
Radio City Theatre (United Para- 
mount). Even if a deal could have 
been worked with one of the sta- 
tions, that would mean the fight 
would be available also to home 
receivers in the city, which would 
automatically cancel the theatre's 
exclusivity to the event. 

Theatres carrying the fight, each 


ea- 
tres’ Harlem, Baltimore; RKO’s 
Keith and District Theatres’ Lin- 
coln, Washington, D. C.; Fulton- 
Shea, Pittsburgh; RKO Palace, 
Cleveland, and United Par’s State 
Lake and Tivoli, both in Chicago. © 


of| In Washington, the RKO Keith, 


in order to insure SRO biz as far 
as possible, advanced the opening 
its mew feature, “ he 


: 
: 
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Fabioks Hot $0,0 LA. Standout; 


Tales’ Smash $1 
21G; ‘Caruso 


5,400, ‘Cargo’ Fair 
Rousing 406 in 2d 





Los Angeles, June 12. +— 


Two foreign pictures are pacing 
the local boxoffice in first-runs 
here currently, both being compar- 
atively stronger than new domestic 
entries. “Fabiola,” in five thea- 
tres, mostly small-seaters, is going 
for strong $30,000 or .possibly a 
bit more. This is best biz for this 
unit in months. “Tales of Hoff- 
- mann,” playing the Laurel, art 
house, grabbed smash $15,400 in 
initial frame. 

“Inside Walls Folsom Prison” 
ee dull in three Warner houses. 

ang Ss spots, “House on Tele- 

aph apes only moderate 

grav while “Sealed Cargo” 

looles “ya $21,000 in two locations. 

Sole big holdover is “Great 

Caruso” with fine $40,000 in two 
sites, second round. 

Estimates for This Week 

Les Angeles, Chinese, Uptown, 
Loyola, Wilshire (FWC) (2,097; 
2,048; 1,719; 1,248; '70-$1.10) — 
“House Telegrap bh Hil” (20th) 
and “Circle Danger”. (UA). Mild 
$38,000. Last week, “On Riviera” 
(20th) (£d wk), $26,200 

Hollywood, Downtown, Wiltern 
(WB) (2,756; 1,757; 2,344; 70-$1.10) 

—“Walls Folsom Prison” (WB). 
Dull $29,000. Last week, “Great 
Divide” (WB) (2d wk), $13,800. 

Loew’s State, Egyptian (UA) (2,- 

1,538; '70-$1.10)—‘Great Ca- 
ruso” (M-G) (2d wk). Big $40,000. 

an week, near-record $51,600. 
t, Pantages (RKO) (2,- 


Hillstree - 
890; 2,812; 60-$1)—“Sealed Cargo days 


(RKO) and “When Redskins Rode” 
(Col). Fair $21,000. Last week, 
“Brave Bulls” (Col) and ““Cockeyed 
Wonder” (Col) (9 days), $28,100. 

Los Angeles, Hollywood Para- 
mounts (F&M) (3,398; 71430; 60)— 
“Appointment Danger” (Par) (3d 
wk-5 days) and “Scarf” (UA) (2d 
wk-4 days). Small $8,000. Last 
week, $16,200. 

United Artists, Ritz, Vogue, 
Studie City, Culver (UA-FWC) 
(2,100; 1,370; 885; 880; 1,145; 70- 
$1. 10)—“Fabiola” (UA) and “For- 
bidden Jungle” (EL). Strong $30,- 
000. Last week, “Prowler” (UA) 
and “Hoodlum” (UA), dull $20,000. 

Four Star (UA) (900; 70-90)— 
sa (Indie) (4th wk). Scant 
$1 . Last week, $1,200. 

Fine Arts (FWC) (677; $1-$1.80) 
—‘‘Men and Music” (20th) (3d wk). 
Slow $1,500. Last week, $1,900. 

Beverly Canon (ABC) (520; $1)— 
“Kon-Tiki” (RKO) (7th wk). Fine 
$2,000. Last week, $2,200. 


‘A.&C.’ Rousing $18,000, 
K.C.; ‘Scarf’ Light 726, 





‘Morning’ Dull $10,000) * 


Kansas City, June 12. | 
Biz for week is mild to pect, 
with best money going to “A bott 
and Costello Meet Invisible Man’ 
at Fox Midwest quartet of houses, 
with nice money under new set-up 
which recently joined Granada in 

day-and-date with Tower, Uptown 
“Dear Brat” is mild 


and Fairway. 
at Paramount while “Night Into 
* looks dull at Midland. 


Mi looms light with 
and “Man from Planet X.” Weather 
continous 
Estimates for This Week 

Esquire (Fox Midwest) (820; 45- 
65)—"G-Men” (WB) and “Casa- 
blanca” (WB) (reissues). Fair $2,- 
000 in 6 Last week, “Swamp 
Water” ( ) and “Mice and Men 
(20th) (reissues), slow $1,500 in 5 


days. 

+ Midland (Loew’s) (3,500; 50-69)— 
“Night Into Morning” (M-G) and 
“Father's Wild Game” (Mone). 
Slow $10,000. Last. week, “Go for 
Broke” (M-G) and “Once a Thief” 


(UA), $11,000. 

M (RKO) (2,650; 50-75) — 
“Seer WA) and | “Man from 
Planet X” (UA). Light $7,500. Last 
week, “Sealed Cargo” (RKO) and 
“Surrender” (Rep), same. 

Paramount (Tri-States) (1,900; 
Oe pat Brat” (Par). Mild 


sone week, “Goodbye, My 
ancy” twe), $8,500. 


Broadway Grosses 


Estimated Total Gross 
This Week ........ $439, 
(Base on 17 theatres) 
Last Year ........ 5) 
(Based on 17 theatres.) 


Flanagan- Hours 
Strong 206, Buff 


Buffalo, June 12. 
Big news here this stanza is 
solid biz being racked u up by Ralph 
Flanagan’s band, paired with “i4 
Hours” at the Buffalo. Real draw 
is band onstage. Elsewhere trade 








ranges from fair, being done 
by “Great Divide” at Paramount, 
to light. 


Estimates for This Week 
Buffalo (Loews) (3,500; 40-70)— 
“14 Hours” (20th) plus Ralph 
Flanagan orch onstage. Big $20,000 
or near. Last week, “On Riviera” 
(20th) (2d wk), $8,000 
Paramount (Par) (3, 000; 40-70)— 
“Along Great Divide” (WB) and 
“Danger Zone” (Indie). Fair $13,- 
Last week, “Appointment 
With Danger” (Par) and “Stop 
That Cab” (UA), $12,000. 

Center (Par) (2,100; 40-70)— 
“Oliver Twist” (UA). Tame $7,000. 
Last week, “Goodbye, My Fancy” 
(WB) (2d wk), dull $4,000 in 5 


Lafayette (Basil) (3,000; 40-70)— 
“Lorna Doone” (Col) and “China 
Corsair” (Col). Slow $8,000. Last 
week, “When Redskins Rode” (Col) 
and “First Romance” (Col), $6,500. 
Century (20th Cent.) (3,000; 40- 
70)—"‘Sealed Cargo” (RKO) and 
“Country Fair” (Indie). Light 
$8,000. Last week, “Half Angel” 
(20th) and “Gun Play” (RKO), 
$10,200 


‘Dividend’ Extra Melon 


In Mont’l With $20,000 


Montreal, June 12. 

“Father’s Little Dividend” is 
standout here this stanza, being 
socko at Loew’s. Other spots also 
are doing well although there are 
two holdovers at the first-runs. 
“Communist For FBI’ is doing 
surprisingly well at the Princess. 
“Get It Wholesale” looms okay at 
Palace. 

Estimates for This Week 
Palace (C.T.) (2,625; 34-60) — 
“Get It Wholesale” (20th). Trim 
a week, “Follow Sun” 


Capitol (C.T.) (2,412; 34-60) — 
“Lemond Drop Kid” (Par) (2d wk). 
poen S to $9,000. Last week, solid 


Princess (C.T.) (2,131; 34-60) — 
“Communist For FBI’ (WB). Hot 
$12,000. Last week, “Tarzan’s 
Peril” (RKO), $10,000 

Loew’s (C.T.) (2,855; 40-65) — 
“Father’s Little Dividend” (M-G). 
Sock $20,000. Last week, “Lullab 
ft Broadway” (W-B) (2d _ wk), 


16,000. 

Imperial (C.T.) (1,839; 34-60) — 
“Great Missouri Raid” (Par). Fair 
Yo Last week, “Al Jennings, 
* (Col), $9,000. 

Orpheum (C.T.) a 048; 34-60) — 





ne ne nt 


‘Brat’ Fair $8,000 In 
Drab Indpls; ; ‘Bulls’ 7G 


Indianapolis, June 12. 
" Biz is down at first-runs here this 
due yo ergy ag ed 


ml their take is up 25% over 
last year. “Dear Brat,” at Circle, 
looks to lead town with iit figure, 
but “Along Great Divi at. In- 


diana, is slow. 
Estimates for This Week 

Circle (Cockrill-Dolle) (2,800; 
44-65) — “Dear Brat” (Par) and 
“When I Grow: Up” (UA). Fair 
$8,000, Last week, “Get It Whole- 
sale” (20th) and *“Million Dollar 
Pursuit” (Lip), $7,500. 

Indiana ( -D) (3,200; 44-65) — 
“Along Great Divide” (WB) and 


“Gay Lady” (Indie). Slow $7,500. 
Last week, “On Riviera” (20th) 
and ook For Corliss” (UA), 


10, 

. pata (Loew's) (2,427; 44-65)— 
“Brave Bulls” (Col) and “Santa 
Fe” (Col). Moderate $7,000. Last 
week, “Go For Broke” (M-G) and 


“When Redskins Rode” (Col), 
$12,000. 
Lyric (C-D) (1,600; 44-65) — 


“Tokyo File 212” (RKO) and “Com- 
pany She Keeps” (RKO). Tepid 
$4,000. Last week, “Double Cross- 
bones” (U) and “Air Cadet” (U), 
$5,000. 


Story’ Lively 
$10,000, Philly 


Philadelphia, June 12. 

Brisk weekend weather is giving 
a shot in the arm to film biz here. 
However, new product is not doing 
so well, most of strength ee 
from _  holdovers. “Holl 
Murder Story,” tag used for a Hol- 
lywood Story” on run here, is good 
at Stanton but “Walls of Folsom 
Prison” is weak at Stanley. Even 
slower is “Sealed Cargo” which‘ 
is failing to fill vast Mastbaum 
Theatre. “Fabiola” is holding well 
at Midtown. 

Estimates for This W: 
Arcadia (Indie) (625; $1. 50-$2. 40) 
—“Tales of Hoffmann” (Indie) (7th 





wk). Good $5,000. Last week, 
$6,000. 
Boyd (WB) (2,360; 50-99) —- 


“Great Caruso” (M-G) (5th wk). 
Great $18,000. Last week, $24,000. 

Earle (WB) (2,700; 50-89) — 
“Smugglers’ Gold” plus 
Ravens, Cootie Williams orch on- 
stage. Shapes fair $21,000 or near. 
Last week, “Home Town Story” 
ay plus “Parisian Follies” unit, 


Fox (20th) (2,250; 50-99) — “On 
Riviera” (20th) (3d wk). Tidy $15,- 
000. Last week, $17,000. 

Geldman (Goldman) (1,200; 50- 
99)—““Go for Broke” (M-G) (4th 
wk). $9,000. Last week, 
$12,000. 

Mastbaum (WB) (4,360; 50-99)— 
“Sealed Cargo” (RKO). Slow $19,- 
$18,000 week, “Dear Brat” (Par), 
’ town (Goldman) (1,000; 50- 
99)—*Fabiola” (UA) (2d wk). Hold- 
ing well-at-$10,000 or over. Last 
week, wow $16,000. 

Randolph (Goldman) (2,500; 50- 
99) — “Excuse My Dust” (M-G), 
Slow $13,000. Last week, ‘‘Father’s 
aa ot Dividend” (M-G) (6th wk), 


000. 
Stanley (WB) (2,900; 50-99) — 


‘“walls Folsom Prison” (WB). Mild 
$17,000. Last w “Great Divide” 
(WB), stout 


$22, 

Stanton (WB) (1 ‘473: 50-99) — 
“Hollywood Murder Story” 
Good $10,000 or near. week, 
shore 428.000 13) Monte Cristo” (20th), 
sharp 

Be stg (T-L) (500; 50-99) — 
“Circle of Danger” (UA). Trim 


(0). 





d Music” (20th) (24 wk). 
$6,000. Last week, $8,000. 


$4,500. _-Last ta “Odette” 
(Indie), mild $2,800. ' 





Cincinnati, June 12. 
“Fabiola” is leading the pack 
currently with a hotsy to at 


Palace, sparked by lively exploita- 
tion. Overall downtown total is 
noticeab ahead of last week. 
“Along at Divide” looks mild 
at Albee. “Bullfighter and Lady” 
and “Ho Story” are in sea- 
sonal stride at Capitol and Keith's. 
Estimates for This Week 
Albee (RKO) (3,100; 55-75) — 
“Along Great Di 
erate $10,000. Last week, “Go For 
oa 000, (M-G) (2d wk), satisfactory 


Capitel (Mid-States) (2,000; 55- 


Meet ble Man”. (U) | '75)— eine an on and Lady” (Rep). 
and “Under Gun” (U). Pleasant a . Last week, 





“Five” (Col) and 


Fabiola Fast $13,000, Far Ahead 
In Cincy, Story O76, Five 16 


Good $7,000. Last week, 
“ight Pg Morning” 06-G), $7,- 


ba Bet (Mid-States) (1, 542: 55- 
75)—“Hollywood Story” (UW), Okay 
$6,500. Last week, 
Planet X” (UA), $5,500. 

Lyric (RKO) (1,500; 55-75) — 
“Phantom Paris” (Indie) 


issues) split with “Painted Hills” 
(M-G) and “Show ——— yews 
(reissue). Tame eek, 

Col) aaa “When 


From 


rg he 


“Massacre MOrient= eludied “oma = 


sone Underworki” vindieh 





(>%O) (1,400; 55-75) — | Last 
“China Corsair’ oke $8,500, 


Palace 
“Fabiola” (UA). 
week, “Se 


. $13,000. 
aled Botay $13,000. 





(RKO) (2,800; 55-75) —j} 





ne 


Key City Grosses - 


Estimated Total Gross 
This Week .. ....$2,024,000 
(Based on 25 cities, 196 the- 
atres, first runs, includ- 





(Based on 23 cities, and 204 
theatres) 


Brat’ Dull $9,000 
In Laggard Mpls. 


Minneapolis, June 12. 

Important neweemers crashing 
the local scene currently are about 
as scarce as patrons have been at 
the theatres recently. The box- 
office drouth is a continuous head- 
ache. Fresh entries of consequence 
include “Dear Brat,” “The Scarf” 
and “Along Great Divide.” There 
is an amazing influx of sex pic- 
tures in the Loop, now. playing the 
Lyceum, Aster, Pix and Grand. 

Estimates for This Week 

Century (Par) (1,600; 50-76)— 
“On Riviera” (20th) (m.o.). Okay 
$4,500. Last week, “Katy Did Tt” 
(U), $4,300 

Gopher (Berger) (1,000; 50-76)— 
“Follow Sun” (20th) (2d wk). Okay 
$4,500 following healthy $6,500 ini- 
tial stanza. 

Lyric (Par) (1,000; 50-76)—"“Go 
for Broke” (M-G) (3d wk). Neat 
$4,000. Last week, $6,000. 

Radio City (Par) (4,000; 50-76)— 
“Dear Brat” (Par). Light $9,000. 
Last week, “On Riviera” (20th) (2d 
wk), $8,500 

RKO-Orpheum (RKO) (2,800; 40- 
76)—“Along Great Divide” (WB). 
Oke $8,000. Last sock. “Sealed 
Cargo” (RKO), $6.500 

RKO-Pap (RKO) (1 600; 40-76)— 
“Operation X” (Col) and “When 
Redskins Rode” (Col). Tepid $4,- 
000. Last week, “Tarzan’s Peril” 
(RKO) and “Fury of the Congo” 
(Col), $5,000 in 8 days. 

State (Par) (2,300; 50-76)—“The 





Scarf” (UA). Slow $5,000. Last 
week, “Fighting Coast Guard” 
(Rep), $4, 


orld (Mann) (400; 50-98)— 
“Kon-Tiki” (RKO) e wk). Winds 
up a bang-up run at ass $2,500. 
Last week, great $4, 


‘Fabiola’ Lone Bright 
D.C. Spot, Hotsy $12,000 


Washington, June 12. 

Washington is staggering under 
impact of its worst downtown 
theatrical week of the season, 
with biz elk in most 
situations, fightin 
the tide is “Fa ela.” which open 
very strong at the Baga fol- 
lowing large promotion. Des 84 
nice crix Sauaieal “Night 
vaude atone squpled with 

aude a rt 
With “D. is okay ‘at W. 
na ya arner 


Esimates for This Week 
Capitol eeges e (2,434; 44-90) — 





“Night Into M (MG) lus | “A 
vaude. Mild 

Last vein) oo 
pine vaude br < ind apceeage | 
“Dupont. (Lo (3725 sabe 
“Odette” wa Pleasing 000. 
die) (2d ey okay 


Keith’s (RKO) (1 


“Hol UW). es 


( So-so 
$7, a gay “Sealed Cargo” 


(RKO), $8,000. 
M Warner) Good 
44-74)—' gent Cain ed 
Last week, “Santa Fe” 


{Cab "$4.00. 
P (Loew’s) 


“Great Caruso” 


» 2am 44-74)— 
(3d 


and | 000 last 


“A tment 
Oke $11,000. 
bye, Fi 








Little Horn’ Big $21,000, Frisco; 
Twist’ Fine = ‘Cargo’ Lean 16 


ay 2 Hranciace, June 13. a 
y person y Lioy 
om said elton and Joanne 


tle Big Here” to session at 
the Paramount this round. “Along 
Great. Divide” looks.fair at the Fox 
while “Go For Broke” held nicely 
in second Warfield stanza. “Oliver 
Twist” looms fine at St. Francis, 
“Second Woman” ghapes nice at 
Artists. 


United 
Estimates for This Week 

Golden Gate (RKO) (2,850; 60- 
85)—""Sealed Cargo” (RKO) and 
“Gun Play” (RKO). Thin $10,000, 
Last wee “Forbidden Past” 
(RKO) an fren Without 
Crime” (Mono), $15,500 

Fox (FWC) (4 ‘651; 60-95)—. 
“Along Great Divide” (WB) and 
“According Mrs. Hoyle” — 


a (Mone) (24 wk), 6 days, 


Ti eticta (Loew’s) (2,656; 60-85) 

—"“Go For Broke” (M-G) (2d wk). 
Held at $17,000. Last week, sock 
$25,000. 

Paramount (Par) (2,646; 60-85)— 
“Little Big Horn” (Lip) and 
san te pace if ae ). Sock $21,- 
000. La de Walls Fol- 
som Prison (WB) and “Kentucky 
Jubilee” (Lip), $15,500. 

oie Reins UAL te Mi 
“Oliver “g ne $1 

Last week, te My F 
(WB) (2d wk), $7,500 

Orpheum (No. Coast) (2,478; 55- 
85)—“Lorna Doone” (Col) and 
“Flame of Stamboul” (Cob. Oke 
$11,000. Last week, “Double Cross- 
bones” (U) and “Air Cadet” (U), 
$12,500. 

United Artists (No. Coast) (1,207 
55-85)—“‘Second Woman” (UA) and 
“Paper Gallows” (EL). Nice $10,500. 
7 tae “Fabiola” (UA) (2d ‘wa, 


Vogue (S. F. Theatres) (365; 85) 
“Kon-Tiki” (RKO) (4th wk), Good 
$5,500. Last week, $5,900. 


Det. Okay Despite Long 
Strike, ‘Broke’ Bright 
$18,000, ‘Fabiola’ 166 


Detroit, June 12.. 
Despite a bus a - | 
strike here, now th week, 
“Go For Broke” B., eaded for 
solid round at the Palms. “Fabiola” 
is shaping nice at the er 
Hollywood Story” at the Ma 
is not so hot. “Great Caruso” is 
yy ping some in third round at the 
while “On Riviera” is off in 
ead stanza at the Fox. 
Estimates for This Week 
Fox (Fox-Detroit) (5,000; 70-95) 
—*“On Riviera” (20th) and “Tare 
516.000 tet Morn io wk). Slow 
remaining 5 days. Last 
week, area ye 





United Detroit) (4,000; . 


70-95)— wbiola (UA) and “Home 
Town Story” (M-G). Nice B pp 
Last week, “Oliver Twist” 

ib = iy Is cage APR ef wi 


(UD) 
For Broke” aiiG) ang 2 
Last week, “Ma & Hic, sine 
Farm” (U) and “Air Cadet” (U), 


Madisen tea (1 ,800; 70-95) — 
“Ho tory” 
That Cab” at 


a a ata 








$3,500. 


LAAs wee © MFR od HO + 2° eo mere 


soaring near record Holds, 
Last week, “Mr. Universe” (UA), |i 
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Strong Rain 


Sock $30,000, Caesar-Coca Up ‘Navy’ 


Tilt Chi; Thing’ ¢ 





Bolf 86, Broke’ 4G, Scar? 176 





Chicago, June 12. +4 


With an assist from topflight 
product, shuttering of parochial 
schools and a wet weekend, the 
Loop is riding the crest of its 
smartest session in weeks. Power- 
house this frame is Chicago, with 
“In Navy Now” and Sid Caesar 
and Imogene Coca onstage. Should 
hit boffo $58,000 or over. “Go for 
Broke” looms socko $24,000 at 
State-Lake. ° 


“Thing” is heading for terrific 
$30,000 at Woods. United Artists, 
with “Scarf” and “Long Dark 
Hall,” is lusty $17,000. Reissue 
combo of “Little Giant” and “Time 
of Their Lives” is satisfactory 
$11,500 at Palace. ‘ 

Second week of “Half Angel 
and Kay Armen onstage is just 
okay $28,000 at Oriental. Fee ny 
with “Apache Drums” sad “When 
Redskins Rode,” is solid $13,000 
for second session. Second week 
of “Along Great Divide” end “Bow- 
ery Battalion” is stead: $11,000 at 
Grand. Eighth week o* “Tales of 
a ae is perky $4,590 at Zieg- 
feld. 

Estimates for This Week 

Chicago (B&K) (3,900; 98)—“In 
Navy Now” (20th) with Sid Caesar 
and Imogene Coca *eading stage- 
show. Boffo $58,00v. 
“Hollywood Story” (U) and 
vyaude show, $22,000. 

Grand (RKO) (1,200; 55-98)— 
“Along Great Divide” (WB) and 
“Bowery Battalion” (Mono) (2d wk). 


all- 


Firm $11,000, Last week, $13, 
Oriental (Indie) (3,400; 98)— 


“Half Angel” (20th) and Kay Ar- 
men onstage (2d wk), Okay $28,000. 
Last week, $35,000. 


Palace (RKO) (2,500; 55-98)— 
“Little Giant” (U) and “Time of 
Lives” (U) (reissues). “ice $11,500. 
Last week, “Sealed o” (RKO) 
and “Painted Hills” (M-G), $9,000. 

Roosevelt (B&K) (1,500; 55-98)— 
“Apache Drums” (U) and “When 
Redskins Rode” (Col) (2d wk). 
$13,000. Last week, $14,000. 
Lake (B&K) (2,700; 55-98) 
—‘Go for th (M-G). Sock 
$24,000. Last week; “Appointment 
With Danger” (Par) and “Outlaw 
Brother” (UA) (2d fy $14,000. 

United Artists (B&K) (1,700; 55- 
93)—“The Scarf” (UA) and ° ‘Long 
ark Hall” (UA). Lusty $17,000. 


t week, Ms and Lady” 
(Rep) and “Belle Grand” _ oke 


(2d wk), $12, 000. 
Ww 


oods (1,073; 
“Thing” (REO). Terrific $30,000. 
Last week, “Rawhide” (20th) (3d 
wk), $14,000 


World- (Indie) (587; 80)—“Men 
oa br ily eo § wk). Good 
Ziegfeid 


98)— 
“Tales of Hofftann” (indie) (8th 
wk). Tidy $4,500. Last week, near 


Hub Slow; ‘Hill’ NSG 
$15,000, ‘Prowler’ Mild |: 
$116; ‘Caruso’ 06, 


' Boston, J 
Holdovers of “On the gue lt 





Estimates for This Week 










Astor (B&Q) (1 Sn. rollyh 
biola” (UA) (3d j Ghddaing to 
about $4,500 after nice ,200 for} 


200; 40-88) — 


“Fat ee and asic and Fe- 


ere 000. 
Samson 
al 


Last week, by 


Estimates Are Net 


Film gross estimates as re- 
ported herewith from the vari- 
ous key cities, are net, Le. 
without the 20% tax. Distribu- 
tors share on net take, when 
playing percentage, hence the 
estimated figures are net in- 
come. 

The parenthetic admission 

rices, however, as indicated, 
clude the U. S. amusement 
tax. 


H.0.s Pace Pitt: 
Broke 106, 2d 


Pittsburgh, June 12. 

Holdover pix, ““Go for Broke” at 
Penn and “On the Riviera” at the 
Fulton, are getting the most play 
this week, with the former doing 
well enough to. get a third week 
downtown at the smaller Ritz. 
“Along Great Divide” is drab at 
Stanley. Nothing much being done 
“Goodbye, My Fancy” on its 

move from Stanley to Warner. 
Estimates for This Week  ‘ 
Fulton (Shea) (1,700; 50-85)— 
“On Riviera” (20th) (2d wk). Looks 
to wind up with close to $7,000, not 
bad these days for a holdover. 
here. House ee a few hours 
tomorrow (Wed.) to prepare for 
vold fight. 


2,200; 50-85)— 
“When Redskins Rode” (Col) and 
“Texas Rangers” (Col). Stea 

Last week, “Kettles Bac 
on Farm” (U) and “Undercover 
Girl” (U), $5,700. 

Penn (Loew’s) (3,300; 50-85)— 
“Go for Broke” (M-G) (2d wk). 
——- up okay at $10,000 on top 
of good $18,000 last week. 

(WB) (3,800; . 50-85)— 
“Along Great Divide” (WB). Woe- 
ful $9,000 or less. Last week, 
<Goodbye, My Fancy” (WB), 


1 

: ge! iy 50-85)— 
(WB) (m.o.). 
week, “The 

Wi a” (WB) and “Beast 
‘athe (WB) (reissues), 








Gy hasty 





uc heey 

dB go rac a A (200, 1 
)—* ‘or Broke” (M Good 

$10,000. Last week, ‘Oa Riviers” 

(20th), $10,500. 







(Tristates) ae 16- 
2 : and ; 
"elle Le $9 























Manana” (Mono), $7,700. 
Avenue (Evergreen) (2,349; 
65-90) —“Half Angel” (20th) and 
“Father Takes Air’ (Mono). Oke 

000. ast week, “Dear Brat” 
(Par) and “Molly” (Par), in 9 days, 


Liberty (Hamrick) (1,650; 65-90) 
—"“Go For Broke” (M-G) and 
“Home Town Story” (M-G) (3d wk). 
Good $6,000. Last week, fine 


300. 
Music Box (Hamrick) (850; 65-90) 
—“Kon-Tiki” (RKO) (4th wk). Oke 


Hills” (M-G) (7th wk). Solid $6,000. 
Last week, $6,800. 

Orpheum (Hamrick) (2,600; 65- 
90)—“Apache Drums” (U) and 
“Pier 23" (Lip), Oke $8,000. Last 

week, “Double Crossbones” (U) 
and “Fat Man”. (U), $7,700. 

Palomar (Sterling) (1,350; 50-70) 

roe Me Covered” (RKO) and 
a = Arms” (RKO) (reissues). 
Fal $3,800. Last week, “Get It 

olesale” (20th) and “Follow 
Sun” (20th), $3,900. 

Paramount (Evergreen) (3,039; 
65-90)—“Riviera” (20th) and “Blue 
Blood” omg A (3d wk). Down to 
$6,500. Last week, big $9,300. 


Riviera’ Robust 
$13,000, L’ville 


Louisville, June 12. 

Letup in warm. weather, with 
intermittent rains, proving 
favorable for trade at downtown 
houses. “On Riviera” at the Rialto 
is héading for nicest take in sev- 
eral weeks. “Brave Bulls” at 
Loew’s State also looks oye 
while “Second Woman” is ok. 
Mary Anderson. Business at f 
runs seems to be getting back in 
stride, after spring flurry of rac- 
ing, TV and other factors cut into 
downtown trade, ° 

for This Week 

Mary Anderson (People’ 's) yy 
45-65)—"‘Second Woman 
Satisfactory $7,000. Last i 
“Along Divide” (WB), 


$6,000. 
4885) ""On Riviere” 0th). Lines 
for of this. Indi 
Last w 


cates solid $13,000. 
) and 























s 
“Brave ta | — tplol Coews) (4820: ithel 
Fe” ree , Last Gauls Kaye topping. orch, 
“Sar, ae Seeee iotes Le OE re oo. 
is Hours” | (20th is ienaer pews pen Ad Chaz 
to $21, after 


Last 
Al saa 
same. 











Cool Weather, Tourists Help B'wav 


oe Fair 1G, Fa_.s 
Big $23,000, 2d; ‘Caruso’ 1406, oth 


Cooler weather and scattered 
showers over the past weekend, 
Ets, an influx of eut-cf-town tour- 

will help many first-run thea- 
on Broadway this session. 
None of the new bills, however, is 
measuring up to hopes,, which is 
giving : the p Ah a rather s 
appearance. Major comfort foun 
by exhibs was in the chilly, dark 
weather Sunday (10) that resulted 
in one of the strongest Sabbaths 
in some weeks at numerous of the 
deluxers. 


Healthy business tone over the 
weekend is enabling several spots 
to finish near the previous week's 
totals or to actually top them this 
round. Still champion is “Great 
Caruso,” with: stageshow, despite 
the fact it is in its fifth’ week at 
the Music Hall. Mario Lanza opus 
is pushing ahead of the fourth 
Stanza’s total to hit a great $140,- 
000 or better. 


“Hollywood Story,” with the 
Ames Bros., Herbie Fields band, 
Gracie Barrie heading stageshow, 
is winding its first week with fair 
$51,000 or near at the Pesemoun’ 
“Redhead and Cowboy” is mild 
$11,000 at the Criterion. 

“Night Into Morning,” which 
was rushed into the State when | i, 
“Romeo and Juliet” got no place 
on —: shapes moderate $12,- 
000 in first week there. “M” is 
not doing much with $10,000 or 
thereabouts at the Glebe 

“On the Riviera,” with Mimi 
Benzell, nob, Fields Trio and 
Pe; "Ry an Ray McDonald 
heading clans Sill, is Pg ee 
very well in third and final 
at the Roxy. Unusual stren 
Sunday and Monday will enable 
this combo to come close to $92,- 
000 in final nine days comprising 
third frame. 

“Fabiola” is continuing very big 
at the Victoria with 000 or 
over in prospect in second round. 
Both “Emperor’s Nightingale” at 
the Trans-Lux 60th Street and 
“Teresa” = Sony Be 52d Street are 


of previous week’ 
total Ray —- “Tony Draws a 
the Park 5 ro held 
even with third week’s total to land 
$8,000 in fourth session. 
Estimates for This Week 


Astor (City Inv.) (1,300; 55-$1.80) 
—“Valentino” (Col) (@th wk). Week 
ending today (Wed.) is pushing up 
md Sone et Beata 
J % fii aul ” 

(RKO) opens June 30. 

a ye AR Inv.) (589; $1.20- 
$2.40) — ef Hoffmann 
{indie Gian wat The 10th session 

last night (Tues.) held at 
ast $ te after $11,700 last week. 


wit Continues in 

with strong trade p ms wee os 
total up to $140,000 or better, as 
compared with big $135,000 last 
week. Holds a sixth, and 


Bieeiay for ay, July 4 show since 
Pron set Boat” comer a 
efinite on o date, 

Roxy (20th) (5,886; .80-$2.20) —— 
“On Riviera” (20th) and Mimi 
Benzell, Peggy Ryan & Ray Me- 
Donald, Irving Fields Trio hea 
stageshow (3d wk-9 days). 
week ending’ tomorrow . (Thurs.) 
holding very well with $92,000 or 
close in pros Second frame 
was solid 000 but a bit below 
hopes. “ Ange 
Andrews Sisters heading stage bill 
opens Friday (15). 

State (Loew's) (3,450; 55-$1.50) 
~-~‘Night Inte Morning” (M-G), In 
first week ending next Friday (15) 
looks moderate $12,000 or less. In 
ahead, “Romeo and Juliet” (M-G) 
(reissue), thin $12,500 in 10 days. 

m (B&B) (561; 90-$1.50) — 
“Kon Tiki” (RKO) (11th wk). The 
10th stanza ended Mond (11) 
a sturdy with $9, after 
$9,000 i in ninth week. "Stays on 


Trans-Lux 60th St. (T-L) (453; 
74-$1.50) — “Em gS Nightin- 
gale” (Indie) ( a 
lively $7,000 or + tay - $6; 
in fourth week. Continues. 

‘Trans-Lux 52nd St. (T-L) (540; | 
90-$1.50)—-‘Teresa” (M-G) (10th 
wk). Pushing to trim $4.500. 


Inv.) (1,060; 56- 
1.50)—“Fabiola” (UA) (3d wk). 
econd round ended last afer 
(Tues.) held to big $23,000 
terrific $33,000 opening week al- 

beit a bit below nel wf hold- 
ing until June 26 since RKO cir- 
cuit) has. pic booked to open that 
date. Next film not set but one 
is due in before “Bright Victory” 
(U), a ee bag “opening until 


Ys August or la 





Rain Peck Uo: Beaver: 
Ballfighter’ Hep 1746, 
Caruso’ Fancy 176, 2d 


Denver, June 12. 

“Bullfighter and Lady” is rack- 
ing up some sizeable biz playing at 
three theatres this week. All spots 
were helped by rain over weekend. 
“Along Great Divide” looms good 
in two spots. “Caruso” is holding 
so big at Orpheum that will stay 
a third round, something that has 
not happened for some time at that 
house. 

_ Estimates for This Week 

Aladdin (Fox) (1,400; (40-80)— 


“Time “Time of Lives” (U), Uh daysdate wi ith 
week, "In lat Seat, (oth) and 


Pp), $6,500. 
onda (Wo ) (1,500; 40- 
in 80)—“Go for ae weg BE hs wk) 


dale $7,000. Last week good 
Denham (Cockril!) (1,750; 40-80) 


—“Last Outpost” (Par). 10,- 
000. "Back euch, "Deen Best™ oh fey 
~ Denver (Fox) (2,525; 40-80) — 


ear. 
from Planet X” (UA) (2d wk). Great 





$17,000. Holds again. Last week, 


-| record $25,000 


Paramount Fox) (2,200; 40-80)— 
“Texas Rangers” (Col) and 


“Fury 
of io” ( 12 Last 
of Congo” (Col) Fe” » oe aod “Blane 
die’s Servant Trouble” (Col), 


$12,000. “een: 
“Bu and and 





“On Ri 
Women” hep), $4,500. 
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90, has the 
_makings of a 
“F iim Festival 


1” 








HALF ANGEL 


Technicolor 


That “Farmer’s Daughter” team — doing 
that “Farmer’s Daughter” business! 


TAKE CARE of my LITTLE GIRL 


Technicolor: 


The great best-seller...plus Look, McCall’s, 
Seventeen and Coronet have already told 
and sold it to 50,000,000 Americans! 


THE FROGMEN 


You’ve never played anything like this 
one! The thrilling story of Uncle Sam’s 
Underwater Commandos! 








THE GUY WHO CAME BACK 


Douglas plus Darnell plus Bennett — a 
great exploitation picture that will keep 
*em coming back for more! 


NO HIGHWAY in the SKY 


Nevil Shute’s startling novel! The year’s 
most amazing cast — tops in suspense! 


THE SECRET of CONVICT LAKE 


To take its place among the great dramas 
of the primitive West! True lend tremen- 
dous in its man-woman eS s “i power and 


' passion! 


MR. BELVEDERE RINGS THE ii . 


Happy chimes are here again! Ring up another triumph for that Belvedere man! 











A Business! 
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New Prod.-Distrib Company to Give 
West Germany Film Biz Huge Boost z. 





Hamburg, June 5. 4— 


The west German film industry 
is expected to receive a $1,000,000 


poost with the formation of a new 
production - distribution company, 
being the first good news that 
emerged from the ~ industry’s 
months-long crisis. The company 
is Europa-Filmverleth, formed by 
the local Europa’ Film Lid., the 
Frankfurt banking house Kock, 
Lauteren & Co., and banker Wal- 
ter Holste, also of Frankfurt. 


At the same time, important in- 
ternational tie-ups were also re- 
vealed with the announcement 
that the production companies, 
Associated British Pathe Ltd., of 
London, Lux Film of Rome, and 
Monogram International of N. Y., 
will buy shares as soon as Europa- 
Filmverleih is granted the neces- 
sary currency for imports by the 
Federal government. Majority of 
the shares, however, would remain 
in German hands. 


Initial program of the new out- 
fit calls for distribution of five 
German and five foreign pix. Pro- 
duction tie-up is represented by 
Friedrich A. Mainz, head of Fama- 
Film production company, who is 
also board chairman of Europa- 
Filmverleih. Mainz already se-' 
cured $238,000 for the new com- 
pany, which will be used for films 
produced by Fama-Film. Addition- 
ally, it is expected that the Ham- 
burg State Bank would grant fur- 
ther $714,000 credits. 


This assumption is reasonable 
because the Hamburg Senate re- 
cently -announced that it will con- 
tinue financing films in order to 
maintain Hamburg’s position as 
second largest pix production cen- 
ter of western Germany. The sen- 
ate decision represents an ending 
of the uncertain atmosphere con- 
cerning the lecal financing issue. 

Co-Production a Big Help 

New company further plans to 
enter co-production with foreign 
producers, hence the involvement 
of the three foreign companies. 
This program is a forceful realiza- 
tion that such co-production pays 
off, increasingly being realized also 
by other German producers. Addi- 
tionally, the tie-up of Mainz’s 
Fama-Film with new outfit prom- 
ises more sorely needed good Ger- 
man films. 


Mainz’s latest pie, “Dr. Holl,” is 
one of eight German that will 
compete for the David O. Selmick 
cluster awards at the Berlin In- 
ternational Film Festival this 
month. Numerous requests have 
been received for “Dr, 
Holl,” including one -@ Japa- 
nese sync 


nt ‘oban which faced © 
last year because 

only three pix there in 1950. Go-| 
ettingen studio is now. booked: solid 
until the end of this summer, 


4 





ta Soviet: it 


Commies 
Blame U.S. Product 


For Film Biz Shamp 


Stockholm, May 29. 

Swedish Communists in the Riks- 
dag (Parliament) have presented a 
bill in which they declare that the 
Bry ary 
. film are e heavy 

import of U. S. et ae Bill 
suggests that showing 
programs of at least saat 90% Swedish. 


made 
exempt from 
after July 1. 


It is understood, however, that |. 


this Kremlin-inspired line will not 
be met with much assistance from 
the 368 members of the other po- 
litical parties (the Communists 
have only 12 members in the Riks- 
dag) when the Riksdag meets in 
the near future to discuss the prob- 





expected to be produced in the 
film fedeotae ‘nancial aid to the | West End as soon as Peter Dear- 
ing, who has By ons Mice 0 

a een Scotland rights, can get name P 
” be the Film was originally 
The 5 Ra “to ’ Gloria Swanson, 
and : : Davis was due to the 

k the’? ‘Thiea-|*° hoe 

week nett athe 0S "Deafing is how trying to get 


Teresa and Luisillo have danced 
together since 1944, after making 
their debut in Mexico City eight | 
years ago. 





product should be made | 
entertainment tax 





Sartre’s ‘Devil’ Okay : 
On Its Paris Preem 


Paris, June 12. 

Considerable advance plugging 
paved the way for a warm. recep- 
tion for the Jean Paul Sartre 
tragedy, “Devil and God,” at the 
Theatre Antoine last Friday (8). 
Expensively preduced by Simone 
Berriau, the play was exemplarily 
directed by Louis Jouvet. 

Cast of nearly 50 is topped by 
Pierre Brasseur. Although Jouvet 
clipped 20 minutes from the per- 
formance, the three acts and 1i 
scenes still require four hours. 
Tragedy’s theme opposes 
against evil forces through an 
anecdote, inspired’ by Cervantes 
about a medieval figure. 


Ealing May Set 
Aussie Pix Prod. 


Sydney, June 5. 

Indications point te Ealing set- 
ting a major deal for heavy local 
finance to come under studio’s tent 
to permit continuous pic produc- 
tion in this Down Under zone at, 
unit’s Pagewood studio. Local deal | 
probably will jell with the return 
of Eric Williams, Ealing’s Aussie 
manager, from London ~huddies 
with Sir Michael Balcon and Major 
Reg Baker. 

For several months huddles 
have taken place here between 
Williams and local financial top- 
pers on the Ealing hook, with noth- 
ing definitely set. Williams—a 
short time back a hurried visit to 
his homeoffice with additional 
blueprints of the scheme for a 
final okay. It is reported that 
Charles Munro, one of Aussie’s 
leading indie showmen with a 
string of pic houses in the Quéens- 
land zone, will be prominent in 
the new production scheme. 

Major idea behind the scheme 
would be to keep up a contiruous 
flow of films in work at the Page- 
wood studio. Top stars would be 
mainly British, and imported for 
marquee value, with local talent 





already has produced “Overland- 
fers,” “Eureka Stockade” and “Bit- 
ter Springs” in Australia. 

First pic under the new scheme 


Arms" a” yarn bery Under 
‘ss nin ating 
has 








“UNDER WAY IN ISRAEL 


el-Aviv, June 5. 
Construction of three cinemas in™ 
Haifa and three film houses in 
Jerusalem was in the last 


if sufficient material is available, 
these houses will be ready in about. 
10 months. 

The construction also was start- 





Swedish-|_ 


London, June 5. 
“Deadlock,” the Leslie Sand’s 
P which is currently being 
lmed by Major Danny Angel un- 
der name of “Another Man's Poi- 
son,” with Bette Davis starred, is 


Swanson ever, for “Deadlock, 
otherwise he miay forego the op- 
tion, which is due.to expire early 
in June, 








— 


three months. It is believed that/ 


VAF Warns Vs. Stranding 


London, June 
Because 11 British girls booked 





mselves ieee 
““In this particular case, VAF 


in consultation with Equity, had 
insisted on a deposit of $850 being 
left with them before the girls-em- 
barked. Consequently, a check for 
this amount was rushed to pay for 


‘their return fares. 





See Brit. Quot 

Staymg Set At 

London, June 12. 
The possibility of the British 
film quota remaining static for 
some years to come is envisaged 
in the annual report of the Films 
Council published June 5. Unless 
“circumstances change substan- 
tially,” the percentage will remain 
at 30%, giving Hollywood product 


at least a 70% potential of the 
British market. 


The Films Council comment was 
made as a result of consideration 
of a British Films Producers Assn. 
proposal that quotas should be 
fixed three years ahead in the in- 
terests of greater stability. While 
this principle was favored, it would 
have necessitated. legislation to 
amend the Quota Act. Since the 
present Quota Act does not en- 
visage automatic changeé of quota 
each year, the amendment was not 
considered necessary. The Films 
Council asked the Board of Trade 
president, Sir Hartley Shawcross, 
for an indication that the quota 
would not be reduced unless new 
circumstances arise. 


In its report to Shawcross, the 
Council intimated that it is press- 
ing for introduction . of ‘statutory 
restrictions on particular kinds of 
conditional bookings and at a later 
date, will also submit proposals for 
Films Act amendments. It is un- 
derstood that the object of the new 
booking conditions is to end the 
present rigid system under which 
an exhibitor frequently has to take 
a complete program and is given 


ng | no choice of supporting features: 





Renoir, Back in Paris 
Production, Sees Need 
For Better French Pix 


way to make their films more 
‘| palatable for U. S. audiences if 
they te obtain sizeable film 
rentals . He believes that sub- 
titling must be done away with 


Renoir’s new pic, different from 
his usual films of deep social 


;| themes, will be a light, frothy oné. 





- Cyril 
ott will appear 
“Private Lives” at the bmg Syd- 


six weeks, is presented by 
J. C.. Williamson Theatres in asso- 
gp od Benjamin Fuller. 














Sirocco’ O46; 


Ideal Weather, H.0’s Hurt London 
_ Film Biz Laughter Lasty $8,000, 





Big 246, 3d 





Hollow” Loonis Likely 
As New London Entry 


i “ London, June 12. 
Following a short provincial 
tour, “The Hollow” drew a cordial 
reception Thurs. (7) from first- 
nighters at the Fortune Theatre 
here. Produced by Hubert Gregg, 


Agatha Christie of her thriller of 
the same name. Peter Saunders 
directed 


Melodrama is plausible, splen- 
didly aeted and likely to attract 
mystery fans. Cast in the star 
role, Jean de Casalis scores as a 
featherbrained character. George 
Thorpe, Ernest Clark, Joan Newell, 
Beryl Baxter, Jessica Spencer and 
Colin Douglas lend competent sup- 
port. 


Mex Exhibs Face 
Strike Over Pay 


Mexico City, June 12. 

.Pay hike demands reaching new 
high levels for Mexico have been 
made of all major cinemas here by 
the national cinematographic in- 
dustry workers union (STIC), con- 
treller of the workers in these 
houses, with the threat of a strike 
unless the exhibitors bow in by 
June 15. STIC demands this daily 
wage scale: employees’ chief and 
two projectionists, $6.25 each; one 
treasurer, $4.40; four porters, $2.34 
each; one page, $2.08; one film col- 
lector-deliverer, $2.31, one bil! 
poster, $1.96; one chief employees’ 
aid, $3.95; and one watchman, $3. 

Exhibitor told STIC and the fed- 
eral board of conciliation and arbi- 
tration that it is striving to un- 
ravel the hassle that their biz won’t 
allow such wages. Only a few of 
the best first-runs can get away 
with the new high scale via its ad- 
mission nick of 56c. 

STIC says the exhibs are kid- 
ding and that they can well afford 











have Tyrofie Power in the lead, 
with the male lead still undecided. 





three ae nae ene 
grate "wae “cased ye 


aries of employees about 15 to 
Dec. 





the whodunit is an adaptation by | 


London, June 5. 

First consistently fine weather 
this summer and a flood of hold- 
overs, contributed to a big drop in 
the boxoffice last week. Th 
standout success was 
Caruso” plus stageshow which fin- 
ished third session with lofty 
$24,000 at the Empore. 

The British-made “Laughter in 
Paradise” at the Plaza, was the 
best of the new openings with 
strong $8,000 while “Sirocco” at 
the. Marble Arch Odeon is finish- 
ing at around $6,500, good for 
opening round 

Among the helidevens: “Tales of 
Hoffmann” is stili holding up at 
the Carlton with nearly $5,000 for 
sixth frame while “Payment on De- 
mand” did $7,500, sturdy in its sec- 
ond week at Odeon, Leicester 
Square. “Capt. Horatio Horn- 
blower was down to $5,500 in its 
seventh stanza gt the Warner. 

Estimates for Last Week 

Cariton (Par) (1,128; 65-$1.60)— 
“Tales of Hoffmann” (BL) (6th wk). 
Holding up at nice $5,000 after 


$6,800 in previous round. Stays 
indef. 


Empire (M-G) (3,099; 50-$1.60)— 
“Great Caruso” (M-G) and stage 
show. (3d wk). Still strong at 
$24,000. Stays two more weeks or 
longer. 

Gaumont (CMA) (1,500; 45-$1.60) 
—*"“Call Me Mister’ (20th) and 
“House on Telegraph - Hill” (20th) 
(2d wk). Second round is finish- 
ing at fair $6,500. “Apache 
Drums” (GFD) and “There Is An- 
other Sun” (Indie) opens June 7. 


Leicester Square Theatre (CMA) 
(1,753; 45-$1.60) — “Bonaventure” 
(U) and “Groom Wore Spurs 
(U) (2d wk). Fair $4,200. “White 
Corridors” (GFD) comes in June 
14. 


London Pavilion (UA) (1;217: 
45.$.160)—“Harlem Globetrotters” 
{Col) and “Al Jennings Oklahoma” 
(Cel.). average $5,000. 
“Forbidden Past” (RKO) and 
“Never Dull Moment” (RKO) open- 
ing here June 15. 


Odeon, Leicester Square (CMA) 
(2,200; 45-$1.60)——“Payment on De- 
mand” (RKO) (2d wk). Steady 
phn after good $11,000 first 
round. “On Riviera” (20th) comes 
in June 7. 

Odeon, Marble Arch (CMA) 
om 45-$1.60)—“‘Sirocco” (Col) 

“Midnight Episode” (Col). 
Senay $6,500. Stays another two 


Plaza (Par) (1,902; 65-$1.60)— 
“Laughter in Paradise” (AB-Pathe). 





prize, and a sys- 
tem of government subsidies would 


last |be set up to encourage 


of the entire industry which in- 





20%, retroactive from 
1950. 


orients would result in 
ment control. ; 
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“STRICTLY ONES! : 
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DISHONORABLE” | or 
of 
the: 
STARRING RELEASE nig 
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EZIO PINZA‘: JANET LEIGH AUG. 10th ote 
with MILLARD MITCHELL « GALE ROBBINS . = 
Based on the Play by Preston Sturges xf vi 
Presented on the Stage by Brock Pemberton and Antoinette Perry thr 
Written for the Screen, Produced and Directed by * ing 
MELVIN FRANK and NORMAN PANAMA teal 
A Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer Picture par 
A 
bee 
dan 
the 


TRADE SHOWS, JUNE 28th. The fans registered a rousing recep- 
tion at audience Previews, East and West. The enchanted voice and 
the ‘‘Bride-of-the-headlines’’ Janet Leigh! It’s a sure-fire audience hit! 
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-<.M’ ; ° drama n added to the 

In M-G-M’s recent announcement you, saw such great hits as: M.G-M’s Box-office Sum. \ thet 

“GREAT CARUSO” (Tech.) + “GO FOR BROKE!” + “SHOW mer Parade. It’s socko! - Fr 
BOAT” (Tech.) «“EXCUSE MY DUST” (Tech.) «““RICH, YOUNG “THE PEOPLE 

AND PRETTY” (Tech) » “THE LAW AND THE LADY” AGAINST O'HARA” | / 

“AN AMERICAN IN PARIS” (Tech,— Fall releate) and others. Tracy against the forces” a 

. that prey on youth! A yo 

thrilling picture Crom a gan. 

ue NOW Two MORE BIG ONES! great novel with a fine co- oi re 

starring cast, including Pat m8 

O’Brien, Diana Lynn and tific 

John Hodiak. Filméedinac- - an 
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London's Poor-Man's Adjunct To. 
Britain Festival Makes Boff Bow 





London, June 12. 

The Festival Pleasure Gardens 

at Battersea Park, the second. and 
final leg ay the 1951 Exhibition, 
may have been three weeks behind 
schedule in opening, but it has 
turned “6ut to be an elaborate and 
imaginative exitertainment centre 
with a wide ap “hard the austerity 
—hiddém peo ‘Britain. In con- 
trast to the cattaral and educa- 
tional standards of the South Bank 
display, it is primarily an attrac- 
tion for the-massés, with open-air 
theatres, old time music hall, big- 
scale fun fair and an array of 

cafes and gift stores. 

Opening weekend, which coin- 
cided with the first burst of sum- 
mer weather, established the Gar- 
dens as a top-ranking lure for the 
local citizenry as well as. out-of- 
towners and tourists. More than 


120,000 checked through the turn- |t 


stiles on the first Saturday, each 
paying the flat-rate admission of 
30c.; and then started paying out 
the really big money for the fun- 
fair sideshows. 

But the public was ultracautious 
about dipping in their pockets for 
the theatrical enterprises at-which 
free standing accommodation was 
offered. At. the Amphitheatre 
which was showing “Orlando’s Sil- 
ver Wedding” with a first-rate bal- 
let cast, many of the 1,300 seats 
were empty, patrons preferring to 
jam the standing roem rather than 
pay 15¢. or 30e. for a seat. The 
same thing happened in the ‘case 
of “The Lambeth. Walkers,” a 
cockney revue starring Lupino 
Lane and W Lupino. 

The big-paying draw was the 
oldtime yaude show at the River- 
side Theatre. While accommoda- 
tion is limited to about 400, prices 
are higher*at ‘70c. It has. Leonard 
Sachs a8 host, and features Vida 
Hope, M Jenkins and Eleanor 
Summe Songs that were 
hits a few Rh back make up 
most of show, During the day, this 
theatre has three half-hour film 
performances, two. marionettes 
shows, and a.recital; but charges 
are on &@ more modest scale.. 

Free Shows at Amphitheatre 

At the amphitheatre where the 
ballet and “Lambeth Walkers” are 
presented, there are also a number 
of free shows. Each afternoon 
there is a fashion display, and twice 
nightly the orchestra gives. an 
hour’s reci of light and semi- 
classical music... The emphasis is. 
also on 4ee entertainment at the 
Lakeside stage, where a_ short 
vaude bill is given in the open-air 
three times daily, program consist-. 
ing of a standard act and an aerial 
team bl ws can be seen from most 
parts o grounds. . 

An indoor attraction which has 
been doing ‘Biz is the 
dance hall which runs throughout 
the day. This is a series of short 
psp Ph od Bear dance, - > with 
enoug space to ace 
commodate the lookers-on. 

Althougli organized entertain- 
ment fulfills a big need at the 
Pleasure Gardens, the main at- 
traction for many people must un- 
doubtedly be the blaze of light 
and color which dominates the 
scene. Illuminations conceived 
with imagination touch off a scene 
which generates a spirit of. gaiety. 
It is this free spectacle with occa-- 


Ginies Govt tetas 
Curb Mexico’s Radio 


Mexico City. June 5. 
Radio in Mexico is as free as the 
air itself, there being merely vigi- 


tion of the stations, acc 
the ministry of communications 
and public works after the Cuban 
Radio Broadcasting Federation re- 
sented what it styled autocratic 
censorship of radio in Mexico. 
Radio broadcasting rules, 
adopted im 1942, merely demand 
that radio rations “be decent 
and dignified” and have not been 
changed since, said the ministry. 
The rules simply mean that the 
Mexican government wants radio 
be fit for any home anywhere. 
dio is so well behaved here that 
the corps of inspectors that num- 
bered 36 has been reduced to six. 
The ministry pointed out that the 
radio trade has just voluntarily 
pledged itself to keep broadcasts 
at a high level of decency, dignity 
and morality. 


Ist Debate on New British 
Tax Shows Wide Concern 
At Govt. Anti-Film Stance 


London, June 12. 


The first full-scale Parliamentary 
debate on the new admission tax 
proposals, ‘which took place last 
Tuesday night (5), underscored the 
concern felt on all sides of the 
House at .the government’s dis- 
crimination against the motion pic- 
ture industry. Although the Oppo- 
sition amendment to revise the tax 
scales was ruled. out of order and 
the- original government proposal 
was formaily adopted, Hugh 
Gaitskell, Chancellor of the Ex- 
chequer, intimated that the door 
was still open for further negotia- 
tions gvith the industry. 


There can be no doubt that gov- 
ernment officials were impressed 
by the support given for the indus- 
try’s petition against the new tax 
proposals. More than 3,000,000 sig- 
natures were collected in three 
weeks and two large trucks were 
necessary to transport them to the 
House of Commons. 

- It was clear that the govern- 
ment was d pointed .at the re- 
jection by the ustry of its com- 

mise proposals which would 





© 


are at present without further tax 
increases, but would have involved 
an even Steeper rise in the admis- 
sion price for the more costly the- 
atre seats. That government + 
| ternative. was put forward ina 
endeavor to meet part of tg por 
hibitor ¢ontention that 
round price rise would ad a 
tremendous hardship to lower paid 
workers. 

At the same time, Treasury 
'spokesmen left no doubt that the 
Exchequer needs that extra $20,- 
000,000 which it has laid out in 
the budget, and will not compro- 
mise in any substantial way on 
that figure. From the industry 
i we of view, the most encourag- 


sional firework displays which will rs promise to a 
always prove the s lure to | an of taxation 
the people who knew site as a exhibitor 


former dumping ground, 


France Signs UN 





Pact on Publications| ‘Xs 


' Paris, June 5. 

France ig the 22d country to sign 
an international agreement spon- 
sored by the United Nations Edu- 
cational, Scientific & Cultural Or- 
ganization whereby the signatories 
are bound to.cut- tariffs.on books 
and newspapers 2s well as a num- 
ber of other educational and scien- 


tific materials. m 

Pact a duties on works. 
of art, ’ films, Sound re- 
oe materials for the. 
poe Pabst the gga ened 
ca r 
foreign ngs “eae 


able libraries to imppert th 
Among countries that already have 
inked the document are the United 
Kingdam and Netherlands. U. S. 
has not signed yet. 
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3 Major Brit. Circuits 
Up for Quota Defaults 
London, June 5. 


PE onder yg hen ag og ytine we 


British Cinemas’ are ae teeoie tert 
quota 


=| Oklahoma’ Doing Repeat 


seni ea 


as well as 1 


requirements. 

The. films division of the Board 
of Trade is now investigating each 
default, and soon will be making 
recommendations to the Films 
Council. 


Yank Plays Big 
Hits in Vienna 


Vienna; ‘June 5. , 

American plays accounted for a 
good share of the few hits of the 
1950-51 season here. Biggest suc- 
cess of all main legit houses was 
John Patrick’s “The Hasty .Heart” 
at the Insel. Other hits, with 
next-longest runs for U._S. plays, 
were Paul- Barnett’s “Poor Dear,” 
world-preemed by the Josefstadt, 
followed closely: by an up-to-date 





version of S. N. Behrman’s “No |’ 


Time for Comedy.” 


Tennessee Williams’ “Streetcar 
Named Desire” also opened to good 
crix ‘and public reaction, but it’s 
only being shown a couple of times 
a ‘week in repertory at the Aka- 
demie and has not yet had time to 
chalk up a long run. 


Lillian Hellman’s “The Little 
Foxes,” at the Insel, got good ré- 
views but was only fair at the box- 
office. “Deep Are the Roots” also 
got good. notices from ¢rix and 
might have appealed to the 
lic if it had been shown an 
but in the Communists’ 
Theatre, 


‘BRIGADOON’ SETTING 
“AUSSIE B.0. RECORD 


Melbourne, June 5. 


“Brigadoon,” now playing in its 
third month at His Majesty’s, Mel- 
bourne, has smashed all previous 
boxoffice records, including those 
held by “Annie Get Your Gun” 
and “Oklahoma.” 


James MacGregor Jamieson, 
stager of the A lian version 
and premier danctr in the play, 
worked with Agnes de Mille for 
two and a half years on the New 
York “Oklahoma.” Miss de Mille 
then brought in Jamieson to assist 
with _staging the “Brigadoon” 
dances.. In 1948,. Jamieson went 
with “Briga to London. 

Others in Australian cast are 
Peter Turgeon;>.Ken Cantrill — 
Virginia Ri from 
U. S.; Gwen Overton, who sined 
the leading role in the London 
production of “Oklahoma”; Olive 
Lucius, who came direct from the 
South African production, and 
English tenor, Lionel Baker, 
played a three-year run in “Okla- 
homa” at Drury Lane: 


Current London Shows 


( Figures show weeks of run) 
London, June 12. 
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Arg. Film Production Set to Boom 


For Rest of °51; Dickens in Lineup 





Tour of British Spots 


Glasgow, June. 5. 


“Oklahoma” bowed out from 
Scotland last Saturday night (2) 
after a sell-out run. Thousands 
saw the show ‘here, in Aberdeen 
and Edinburgh. Management de- 
scribed it as the biggest success 
in Scotland in many years. 

Production goes from here to 
Newcastle and other English cities. 
“Oklahoma” will make a-—repeat 
tour of British cities, coming in 
again here as a Christmas attrac- 
tion _in December. Its Scottish 
dates resulted in a big rush on 
music shops for the show’s score. 


Fate of NFFC Depends 
“On Rejection of Plan 
To Double Eady Fund 


London, June 12. 


The future of the National Film 
Finance Corp. depends largely on 
whether the present scheme to dou- 
ble the Eady production fund ma- 
terializes. If industry agreement is 
reached on providing this addition- 
al coin as an oblique subsidy for 
British producers, the NFFC may 
be allowed to go out of business. 

The Eady scheme, first intro- 
duced in September last year, dur- 
ing the first 12 months took in 
about $4,000,000 that is available 
to British film makers. The present 





plan, under new tax admission in- |. 
b-| creases, is to double that: figure. 


However, industry agreement is by 
no means certain. 
Under the original plan, a tax 


‘adjustment was made which al- 


lowed a part of every admission to 
be paid into a production pool. 
British and American distributors 
agreed to forego their percentage 
on this,. but there are doubts as to 
whether they would continue to 
forego their cut on a higher figure. 

Opinion at the Board of Trade 
is that if the subsidy can be hiked 
to yield something as high as 
$10,000,000 annually, thefe would 


|be enough money going back to 


British producers to, make the films 
bank relatively unimportant. 


LABOR ROWS OVER NEW 








Carousel,” (53). Lucerne | hai 
Dory Carte, Sever "Bh'nix oe. Fest 

vi " 
Taney Bree,” Pr. Wales (5). garg cach as Play 
r, en ville Zurich, June 5 
“Hames * New gee oaths - Traditional Lucerne Music Fes- 
- »” Duch’s (6), tival this year has been set 
“His. Rag Five sym- 


“Count Blessings,” W’m’ster (13). 
“Taking Things,” Ambass. (2). 
“Thistle, Rose,” Vaude (4). 


(55). | for Aug. 11-Sept. 4. 
concerts 


* | Ham 
+i beth Se 


), |theatre are skedded. 
(7) for the '51 Festival is Tennessee 

(29), | Williams’ “Glass Menagerie,” in 
. {the German version by Berthold 





will be. conducted 
Leopold Stokowski, Wilhelm 


. '|Furtwaengler, Igor Markevitch, An- 
(65). | dre Cluytens arid Carl Schuricht. 


Soloists include Erica Morini, Ar- 
tur Schnabel, Edwin Fischer, Wil- 
, Max Lorenz, Elisa- 

and others. 
Beside the strictly longhair part 
of the Festival, a series of legit 
performances at the Lucerne Stadt- 
Play chosen 


Viertel. Directed by Albert Wies- 
ner. with sets by Andre Perrottet- 
van Laban, cast includes Kaethe 
Gold, Viennese actress who scored 
recently as Blanche in “Streetcar 
Named Desire” at the Vienna 
ee in the role of 
ura. oe 


Buenos Aites, May. 29. ° 
"|, Artentine film 


mapped by. three studios among 
others. Following his appoint- 
ment as production chief of the 
newly reorganized EFA studios 
Manuel M. Alba set a program “as 
10 films to be lensed during the 
balance of-.i951. A number of 
prominent exhibitors are stockhold- 
ers in the firm. 

Initial venture on the EFA slate 
is an aviation melier, “La Ultima 
Escuadrilla” (“The Last Squad- 

ron”), which Julio Saracen! is to 
direct. Subsequent projects in- 
clude a historical opus; “Guemes 
el Senor Gaucho,” plus an adapta- 
tion of a Charles Dickens story, 
and a couple sports yarns. One of 
the latter will be a biopic of Fath- 
er Lorenzo Massa, founder of a 
boys’ school and what is now one 
of the top-scoring football clubs. 

Independent SIFA_ studio is 
prepping a film for basketball fans. 
Tagged “De Cuerpo y- Alma,” it 
will feature hoop ace Oscar Fur- 
long. 

Lumiton is readying a historical 
picture to roll in August. -Jose 
Ramon Luna, who wrote the 16th 
Century story about a man who 
was canonized. by the Catholic 
Church, will co-direct with Arturo 
Gemmitti. Luna also has authored 
another period piece, “La Sombra 
del Heroe” (“Shadow of the Hero”), 
based upon a romance ef the con- 
troversiat General Juan Lavalle. 


Italo Exhibs Aroused 
By New Strict Rules 
For Theatre Safety 


Genoa, June 5. 

Italian exhibitors have voiced 
alarm at a recent edict issued by 
the Italian Ministry of the Interior 
containing a new set of safety reg- 
ulations governing the operation 
of film houses, theatres and other 
public meeting places. Local the- 
atreowners, through their national 
association, have protested the re- 
‘cent move and asked for a meet- 
ing to discuss~ possible changes. 
They have been joined by Giulio 
Andreotti, Undersecretary to the 
Council of- Ministers and govern- 
ment contact for showbiz affairs, 
who likewise has supported the 
protest and called for reopening 
of the books and modification of 
the regulations. 

The new and lengthy set of 
rules, covered in over 200 para- 
graphs, includes items regarding 
construction, fireproofing 5 Te- 
lated precautions, manning of 
jection booths, staffing of the 
acoustics, numbering of seats, Pog 

Exhibs claim that if these regu- 
lations are rigidly applied, few 
theatres (including some famed 
opera houses) and film houses in 
Italy would be permitted to remain 
open. Because of space restric- 
tions and related city vices 
they would ya ne and i 
some cases physica eo mipadaibie 
changes if the new set of stand- 
ards are met. 


Pix Made for Yank FV 


Going Into Brit. Theatres 

' London, June 12. 
"A series of films specially made 
for the American TV market, 
which was soid last season for Brit- 








J ish video, are to get theatrical dis- 


tribution here next year. The pro- 
gram, entitled “Holiday in Paris” 
and made by John Nasht Produc- 
tions, has been bought by Grand 
National Pictures. 


Starred .in the series was 
Dolores,Gray. Name guest acts 
included Edith Piaf, Les Com- 


Solidor. It is believed that Grand 
National will re-edit. the pix and 
shoot a limited amount 6f new ma- 
terial to transform them into two 
or three musicals of second-feature 
class instead of releasing them in 
their present form. | 





Scotland TV Delay Looms 
Glasgow, June 5. 
Another set back to Scotland’s 
hope for early TV appears likely. 
in completion of the TV 
transmitter at Kirk o' Shotts, 
Lanarkshire, is recommended in a 





report of a parliamentary com- 
mittee. ; 


pagnons de la. Chansons and Suzy . 
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FARLEY GRANGER 
RUTH ROMAN 
ROBERT WALKER 


in ALFRED HITCHCOCK'S 


“STRANGERS 
ON A TRAIX’ 


with Lee 6. Carrot 
Screen Play 


and Coona Ormonde 


* 


GREGORY PECK 
VIRGINIA MAYO 


“CAPTAIN HORATIO 
HORNBLOWER™ 


directed by RAQUL WALSH 
Screen Play by ivan Goff & 
Ben Roberts and Aeneas MacKenzie 


From the Novel by 
C. S. Forester 


The Pulitzer Prize 
and Critics Award Play 


As Presented on the Stage by Irene Mayer Selznick 


* 
DORIS DAY 
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Allat & Co: Js the RIO. parent 
company a 

ent’s theatre and producti: 
bution subsids have since 
divorced, with the latter 
now selling at around the same 
price as the theatre stock.* That 
would make the combined price 
about ‘$7.50, as compared with the 
$9 Hughes paid. 

Hughes’ Reticence 


Hughes’. reticence at accepting 
the current ‘market price offer is 
understandable in light of the 
much better bids for the theatre 
shares he has had in the past few 
years. Harry _Brandt’s. Trans-Lux 
Theatre Corp. negotiated with 
Hughes’ reps during most of 1950 
on an offer that would have to- 
talled about $7,000,000. Prior to 
that, a syndicate headed by 
Stanley Meyer and Matty Fox of- 
fered about $6,000,000, and an- 
other engineered by Malcolm 
Kingsberg, former prez of the RKO 
chain, is said to have topped that. 


In. light of the decline in the- 
atre prospects in the past year, it 
is doubtful that anyone would re- 
peat his past offers. However, 
opinion is that Hughes could get 
more than the market, since his 
block of 929,020 shares constitutes 
control, which gives it an addition- 
al value. It is thought that Lurie’s 
first bid was merely a bargaining 
offer and he’d possibly go higher. 


The Hughes theatre stock, as re- 
sult of the divorcement decree, has 
been in the hands of a trustee, 
Irving Trust Co., N. Y., since-the 
beginning of the year. He and the 
trustee have four years to unload 
it, but that decision is now on ap- 
peal by Hughes, who wants no 
deadline. 


Hughes has indicated he will 
hold on to the production-distribu- 
tion company shares. What Lurie 
would do with the approximately 
100 houses in the chain if he won 
control of them is uncertain. How- 
ever, he is prominent as a real es- 
tz‘e operator and it is believed 
highly likely that all or some of 
them would be liquidated. 

Stirs Interest 


Wall St. reports of Lurie’s offer 
stirred interest in the shares in 
the past few days. Stock showed lit- 
tle price reaction, although vol- 
ume of trading increased modestly. 


Hughes’ holdings constitute 24% 
of the 3,914,000 shares outstand- 
ing in each the theatre and pic- 
ture company. The Lurie bid is 
much smaller than the amount in- 
volved in his Warner negotiations 
since in that’ case he was aiming 
for both the theatre and the pro- 
duction - distribution subsids. The 


a 


Warner chain is much bigger and 
the stock sells on the market for 
substantially more than RKO’s 
combined price. 





and lighting and camera sétups 
so that four hours of actual shoot- 
ing can be achieved in each pro- 
duction day. Currently, the aver- 
age is about one hour of shooting, 
the rest of the day being taken 
up by setups, lighting, etc. ‘Per- 
sonnel of every production depart- 
ment is being made to realize that 
they are “creative” people, with 


e result that greater interest is. 


ing displaved in each picture, 
Hartman said. 

Paramount has no set budgets 
on its program, but the current 
avcrage is $1,200,00) per pic. Hart- 
man said he hoped to bring that 
down to an even $1,000,000 with- 
out losing any production values. 
This can be accomplished, he said, 
by thorough pre-production plan- 
ning which will result in shorter 
shooting schedules. 

Par plans to hike its program of 
musicals, he added. Studio has 
turned out a number of pix with 
music, but plan now is to produce 
tuners such as those turned out 
recently by Metro and 20th-Fox. 
At least five will be made next 
season, three of which are in prep- 
aration. They are ‘Swinging On a 
Star,” “The Goddess” and “The 
Song Writer’s Story,” latter being 
a modified version of “June Moon.” 
All musicals will be made in color, 
as will other pix for which Techni- 
color commitments can_be obtained. 

Although Hartman said he would 
like to increase the program next 
year, he explained the lineup would 
be approximately 30, as the present 
backlog of unreleased pix would 
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Hartman returns to the Coast to- 
morrow (Thurs.). and Y. Fra 

Freeman, studio head, arrives at 
the weekend for homeoffice talks. 


Continued from page 3 


Hollywood stars. But the fact that 
execs are obscure on the new SEC 
report is significant. 


At the top was Charles E. Wil- 
son, head of General Motors, with 
$626,300 in salary and bonuses in 
1950. This compared with the 
$260,000 which went to Darryl 
Zanuck, 20th-Fox production chief, 
and $252,430 paid to 20th’s prexy 
Spyros P. Skouras. 

In other activity on the salary 
front, RKO Theatres has disclosed 
terms of its new employment deal 
with Sol A. Schwartz, president. 
Pact gives him $78,000 a year for 
the next three years, and is to be 
binding upon any new owner of 
the company if one should step in. 
Deal may be terminated on May 1, 
53, but only on condition that 
Schwartz is paid the equivalent of 
One year’s salary in three equal in- 
stallments. id 


In another report, it was re- 
vealed Universal is paying approx- 
imately $370,000 to four former 
execs of the company, either as 
severance pay or for consultative 
services. 


Former board chairman — J. 
Cheeyer Cowdin received $60,000 
in °50, and is to collect $45,000 in 
51, $40,000 in ’52, and $35,000 in 
653. Charles D. Prutzman, who was 
vice president and general coun- 
sel, is to be paid $12,500 during 
51 for work on. ahy matters in 
which he participated while an of- 
ficer of the company. 


Joseph Seidelman, former for- 
eign department head, is to receive 
a total of $52,000 in °51 and ’52. 
William A. Scully, former domes- 
tic sales chief, now a consultant, 
collects $500 weekly for five years, 
beginning last Dec. 3. 
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the New York State censors with- 
drew its seal. It is thus banned-in 
that state. 

Church representations were 
made to the Pix to pull the. book- 
ing of the film, but went unheeded 
by operator Sam Cummins. A 
priest and an attorney for the 
Church ‘called on manager Eman- 
uel Lewis, who referred the matter 
to Cummins. They reportedly in- 
formed him that other theatres in 
the capital were cooperating in re- 
fusing to book “Miracle.” 

Cummins said he told the 
Church reps that if the pic were 
indecent, the police would stop 
it. Apparently, as a result, a po- 
licewoman appeared shortly after- 
wards to view the pic. She in- 
formed Cummins that she had 
instructions to look at it only from 
a merality standpoint and found it 
unobjectionable. 

Church squawk in New York had 
been ghat the 42-minute Rossellini 
item was “blasphemous” in its 
treatment of a demented woman 
who believes that a bearded wan- 
derer is St. Joseph and that he is 
the father of her child. 

Cummins leases the Pix, inci- 
dentally, from the Masonic Order, 
which owns the property. There 
have been no incidents here dur- 
ing the first week of the run. 

Reviews were excellent in all 
papers except.the News, 
curiously quickly followed “up its 
bad notice by an initialed letter to 
the editor taking the eritic to task 
for his judgment. 


All Quiet in Dallas 
Dallas, June 12. 
“Ways of Love,” including the 
embattled “Miracle” featurette as 
part of the trilogy, closed its first 
week at the Coronet here last night 
(Mon.) without incident. Theatre 
issued no figures, but said biz was 


excellent. 
In contrast to the ponderance 
ew York, Los 








of good reviews in 
Angeles and Washington, only 
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Guild, said his group’s instructions 
to clients at 20th was to follow the 


nk | rulings of their particular guilds. 


Under the revised 20th formula 
for the “voluntary” cuts in pay, 
no deductions are to be taken on 
the first $500. Twenty-five percent 
will be trimmed off the next $500, 
with reductions growing larger as 
the salaries increase, up to a maxi- 
mum of 40%. For example, an exec 
currently drawing $2,200 per week 
will be nicked $575, leaving him a 
balance of $1,625 weekly. 

As for the participation in profits 
to give th® employees a chance to 
recoup their entire salaries, the 
original proposal broke the two- 
and-a-half year duration of the pro- 
posal into three separate perieds, 
two of one year each and the third 
of six months. Employees were to 
have shared in he profits, up to 
50%, of each period separately. 
Under the amended system, if their 
percentage of the profits during 
the first period does not equal the 
amount deducted from their pay 
but more than matches their pay 
cut during the second or third 
period, then they are to figure 
their share, again up to 50%, on 
the cumulated profits earned dur- 
ing the three periods. 

Personnel at the 20th studio com- 
ing under provisions of the propo- 
sal include nine executives, eight 
department heads, 16 producers, 25 
directors, and 38 writers, 14 of the 
latter being on contract. In the 
director group many have one-pic- 
ture-a-year or solo picture commit- 
ments, while others function as 
producer-director, director-writer, 


or director-producer-writer. 


Berle Telethon 
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calls. Mayor Vincent R. Impellit- 
teri teed off the show as the first 
guest Saturday morning. Various 
guest celebs walked on and off 
throughout the show, with the last 
appearing at 7 a.m. Sunday. From 
then until the 10 o’clock finale, 
Berle worked solo. 


Walter Winchell, a founder and 
chairman of the fund, was in front 
of the cameras almost as long as 
Berle, stripped to his shirtsleeves 
to help out. One of the brightest 
spots in the show, in fact, was a 
hadi hag ef participated in by 
him, Berle, Eddie Cantor and Dean 
Martin & ‘Jerry ‘Lewis. (See sepa- 
rate box.) Other guests included 
Dagmar, Duke Ellington, Sam Lev- 
enson, Robert Q. Lewis, Leo Du- 
rocher and Laraine Day, Johnny 
Johnstone, Lisa Kirk and. Jerry 
Bergen. Mrs. Perle Mesta, U. S. 

Ambassador to Luxembourg, put 
in an appearance to accept a $10,- 
000 check for cancer research at 
the U. of Brussels. - 

Irving Gray, Berle’s personal 
manager, was exee producer for 
the show. Bill Garden produced for 
NBC. Four different camera and 
technical crews. spelled each other 
throughout the long stint. 





Hollywood Marathon 
Hollywood, June 12. 

.Pledges totaling $146,379 - were 
corralled by a 15-hour charity mara- 
thon over ABC’s KECA and KECA- 
TV. More than 700 persons, in tal- 
ent or technical capacities, do- 
nated their services for a Saturday 
night-to-Sunday noon show, receiv- 
ing clearances from 20 different 
unions. s 

City of Hope Institution was re- 
cipient for the charity drive. 


_Qioners Factor - 
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year was close to the same mark 
of last year and this observation 
was substantiated by sales execs of 
other companies. 

Additional seats via the drive-ins 
and conventional houses, sales 
chiefs say, apparently have offset 
the loss of revenue from shuttered 
theatres and lower b.o. take. Nev- 
ertheless, the maintenance of gross 
levels with last year’s reyenue is 
regarded as surprising in view of 
more television sets in homes and 
other factors that tend to lure 
patrons from theatres. 

















Clarification pe 6 
was made this week by oy Nate B. 


ploitation facets of the 


Schmidt.” 


pact. 
Pictures.” 


been retitled “Be My Love” to give 


sold). 
nak, who made Lanza’s other three 





technically, since so many other 
nations generally follow Britain’s 
financial suit, but actually prac- 
tically all-picture earnings this year 
are coming out under the present 
Anglo-U. S. formula, 

Australia, paradoxically, is en- 
couraging American firms to get 
their money out. There's still a 
partial freeze there, which is ex- 
pected to be lifted, but the high 
price of wool and heavy buying by 
U. S. importers is giving Australia 
a glut of dollars. South Africa, like- 
wise; with uranium and other stra- 
tegic materials being bought there, 
will probably remove its freeze 
completely soon under the inflow 
of dollars. 

Highly-lucrative Italian market is 
likely again to be opened on a lib- 
eral basis to the American industry 
as the result of a new pact now 
pending. As a matter of fact, the 
only nations in the world with 2 
full freeze on at the moment are 
Israel and Argentina. 


War, Red Threats 


War and the threat of Commu- 
nism throughout the world is, of 
course, paradoxically, the cause of 
the upbeat in Hollywood’s fortunes 
abroad. International situation has 
brought on the Marshall Plan and 
other forms of economic aid that 
have tended to restore dollar bal- 
ances. More lately the stepped-up 
defense program has sent U.S. 
buyers into foreign markets loaded 
with coin to buy thousands of dif- 
ferent items. 


The reversal of the currency situ- 
ation abroad comes at a particu- 
larly strategic time for the Yank 
film companies. It gives them an 
increasing source of income from 
overseas just as the U. S. market 
begins to dwindle seriously under 


pepe ors: 4 for about 35% to 40% 

of total income, foreign revenue 
this year will probably be responsi- 
ble for 50%, or close to it, of earn- 
ings from all sources. 

The freezes of the past four 
years, in another paradox, have 
actually strengthened the position 
of a number of companies’ overscas 
earnings. Metro, 20th-Fox and War- 
ner Bros., particularly, have used 
the coin that a red likely to be 
locked _ in ers indefinitely, to 
buy theatres or increase the per- 


in which they were already part- 
nered. 

These interests are now turning 
out to be tremendously profitable, 
and with freezes lifted these profits 
will be convertible into dollars. 


‘| Metro’s new properties include the 


Minerva in Sydney, Australia, the 
Metro in Manley (suburb of Syd- 


ney), the Embassy in Malvern 
(suburb of Melbourne) and the 
Metro in Alexandria. Twentieth 


has acquired a house in Cairo, an- 
other in Israel and a 50% interest 
in the Moodabi circuit in New Zea- 
land. WB has increased its holdings 
in the important Associated British 
Circuit in England. 


Near Peak 


U. S. pix, while widely sniped at 
by critics and domestic industries 
abroad, are nevertheless near the 
peak of their popularity, if b.o. 
volume is to be the indicator. Their 
grosses are very strong. So much 
so that had it not been for de- 
valuation. of foreign currencies a 





pga ley 


company’ 

duties involves consultation and advice in rega 
advertising department, as such, will continue to be supervised by Mr. 
Spingold said his employment Ttontract permits him to take 
certain months off during each of the three remaining years of the 
He added, “This does not mean that I am on the eve of retiring 
nor do I contemplate giving up a continuing association with Columbia 
Spingold emphasized there is no prospect of any changes 
involving either Lazarus or Schmidt. 


Sock Overseas B.0. 
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centage of their holdings in circuits | ¢g 





prior to 
ates 


to advertising. The 





Metro’s next Mario Lanza picture, hitherto titled “The Big Cast,” has 


film a ready-made audience, in view 


of the sales of the Lanza disk of that name (now over 1,300,000 platters 
Pic is slated to go into production in a few weeks. 


Joe Paster- 
films (“That Midnight Kiss,” “Toast 


of New Orleans” and “The Great Caruso”), will make this one. 


“Be My Love,” which Lanza first sang in “Toast,” didn’t begin to hit 
bestseller disk lists until some time after ‘“Toast’s’” release. 


It was 


never registered as a film title, despite its large disk sale. Where other 
film companies use song titles for a film’s tag, it’s rare for Metro to do 
so. 





well have 


seas revenue—might 
been tops. 


Metro is having a particularly 
good year, mostly because of the 
run of product. It includes “The 
Great Caruso,” which broke the 
“Gone With the Wind” record at 
the Empire in London’s. West End 
recently; -“King Solomon's Mines,” 
“Kim” and “Annie Get Your Gun” 
(in English-speaking territories 
only, since the Irving Berlin song 
a don’t lend themselves well 

to translation). 


Paramount is doing tremendous- 
ly overseas with “Samson and De- 
lilah,” Warners with “Capt. Hora- 
tio Hornblower” and Columbia 
with “Born Yesterday.” 


Flourishing state of overseas biz 
was pointed up by John G. Mc- 
Carthy, director of the internation- 
al division of the Motion Picture 
Assn, of America, on his return 
last week from a swing through 
Europe. “Rather than a source of 
weakness, it’s a source of great 
Strength,” he pointed out. He 


credited the improvement to this 
country’s “enlightened political and 
economic policies abroad.” 









Trust Suits 


few years ago, 1951—instead of be- 
ing the second year for over- 
within 90 days from last Thursday, 
as the final legal step. 


mittee last week concluded hear- 
ings on a bill to place a six-year 
statute of limitations on such suits. 
Witness for the film distributors, 
who testified in May, recommended 
a three-year statute of limitations 
snd said mag bed in lieu of the present 
compulsory treble-damage awards, 
the trial court should be authorized 
determine whether damages 
should be treble or less—in each 
ig upon the nature of 

aa vio. tion. 


Abram F. Myers, counsel for the 
Allied States Assn., who appeared 
for a second time last week, argued 
for a six-year statute, plus con- 
tinuation of the treble damage fea- 
ture. Spokesmen for the House 
Judiciary Committee point out that 
the sub-committee will be another 
week or so before it sits down to 
rewrite the bill and submit it for 
the approval of the full committee. 
They said, however, that members 
of the sub-committee indicated they 
favored a compromise between the 
extreme. They are expected to 
continue in the bill the provision 
for compulsory treble damages, but 
to reduce the statute of limitations 
to either four or five years. 

The present law says that the 
statute of limitations shall be that 
of the state in which the action is 
brought. In various states, such 





statutes run from one to six years. 
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are chasing 

Italy and Vienna, 
equally gay and less expensive. 
The Vaudables advance the theory 
of upping the parity of the franc 
to the dollar, thus achieving a bet- 
ter rate. of exchange. The hotels 
think the class food emporiums 
and the shops are to blame. Seem- 
ingly, none -thinks about possibly 
cutting scales. 

Forgetting the economics, how- 
ever, there are apparently still 
many whose happy theme song is 
“Francs for the Memory.” 

No question about Paris’ gaiety, 
which long since has had the edge 
on British austerity. And while the 


British Festival, with its two fairs | 


scattered five miles apart in Lon- 
don, has resulted in the city on the 
Thames having a little more 
bounce than usual, it still makes 
the British capital a road company 
of Paris, so far as esprit is con- 
cerned. 
British Fair 

The British Fair has its indus- 
trial exhibit on the south bank of 
the Thames next to the House of 
Parliament and Westminster Ab- 
bey, and directly across the river 
from the Hotel Savoy. The real fun 
phase is five miles away at Bat- 
tersea, just opened, but, not yet 
completed, obviously a bigtime 
show. Showboats ply the five miles 
of Thames waterway between both. 

The industrial phase, lacking 
showmanship, paradoxically finds 
its best exhibit—the Telekinema, a 
big-screen TV theatre — doing 
turnaway biz. Caught of an after- 
noon, they were queueing up at two 
shillings (30c) admish for an hour 
grind. The 400-capacity house has 
been grossing 2,500 pounds ($7,- 
500) weekly, doing nine turnovers 
a day, with the waits plugged by 
the already-seated customers see- 
ing others as they enter the thea- 
tre, ete. There is also usually 
some VIP or show biz name for an 
interview, besides the vidpix fea- 
turettes, 

Another London phenomenon is 
Danny Kaye. Kaye's stay at the 
Palladium, London, is something 
which has to be seen to be under- 
stood. It’s not just the case of a 
good performer going great, but 
by some. alchemy, in London, he 
can do no wrong. He could recite a 
Nick Keriny Patty poem and mur- 
der the Londoners and provincials 
alike. It’s a phenomenon which vet 
showmen must marvel at. It’s not 
unusual to see seasoned show vets 
as repeat visitors to see Kaye. 

th London and Paris today 
have more niteries, cinemas and 
live. theatres thar Broadway in its 
heyday. There is beaucoup vaude- 
ville all over Europe, in the capi- 
tals and in the provinces. “No tele- 
vision” is the usual answer. The 
TV that the BBC and the equally 
state-controlled Radio Diffusion 
Francaise broadcast is, of course, 
no competition to the theatres. . 

The late dining habits make nec- 
essary 10 p.m. and later shows, par- 
ticularly in Paris, and the later the 
show the better the gross. 

The reflex from British austerity 
has brought many provincials into 
London, using the Fair as a pitch. 
Theatremen (legit and pix) think 
it’s hurting them, and many recall 
reading of the same results during 
the N. Y. World’s Fair in 1939-1940, 
when only the cheap eateries and 
pubs did business. Same is true 
now; there are milling crowds who 
drop in for tea or a snack, but the 
theatres don’t benefit, i.e., except 
Danny Kaye, the tep legits and 
the like. 

Showmen point to an interview 
with Mac Kriendler, head of New 
York’s 21, wherein he was quoted 
upon his return from France, on 
the Paris prices. He allegedly 
cracked: “They even iook me!” 
And 21’s prices are nothing to be 
sneezed at. 

The better restaurants are gen- 
erally in the same price range as 
New York’s Colony, Le Pavillon, 
21, etce—and for this -you don't 
come to Paris, where fancy cuisine 
is taken for granted and should not 
make each meal another form of 
lend-lease. 

Hotels now have a new 10% }ux- 
ury tax on rooms which goes’ direct 
to the government. There is always 
the traditional 15% .for “service” 
in the deluxe hostelries, but try and 
not .give your maids, valet, floor 
waiter, bar waiters, et al.. another 
“supplement.” It makes the 10, 12 
and 15% compulsory “service” 
charges mythical, and brings the 
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rap nearer 18-20% on top of al- 
ready fancy tabs. 

No question about the high cost 
of living hitting France as hard as 
anybody. The ¢urrent elections and 
the economy have bearing on the 
local conditions as well as on 
tourism. 

Show people are particularly im- 
pressed with a seemingly hep pub- 
licist-politician by the name o 
Jean-Paul David. His organization 
is Paix et Liberte (Peace and 
Liberty). He opposes the Commu- 
nists, whose posters are all over 
the boulevards, with some effective 
three-sheeting of his own, fighting 
fire with fire via some excellent 
ballyhoo. He uses pro-Commie 
eatchphrases, such as “Free 
Thorez,” to attract both the pro- 
and anti-Reds. Cartoons captioned 
“Le Maitre et Les Valets” shows 
Stalin (the master) superceding 
the stooges (valets), a flock of 
renegade French politicos. 

It’s political showmanship of high 
calibre, and in the best Hollywood 


| tradition of circusing and three- 


sheeting. It’s something which 
makes one wonder if a little or 
that old brand of vitriol and cir- 
cusy ballyhoo, so effective in con- 


stantly halting the people on the“ 


boulevards and avenues, couldn’t 
be used by the picture business 
back home right now. But to sell 
pictures, of course; not politcal 
propaganda, 

RKO Continental chief Joe Bell- 
fort, back from a German 0.0., re- 
ports hiz there, as elsewhere on 
the Continent, parallels the selec- 
tivity experienced: by the picture 
business in the States, i.e., they 
buy only the hits. And as in the 
States, certain pix, such as “All 
About Eve” and “Sunset Blvd.,” 
are Champs-Elysees and grands 
boulevards successes, but*the dis- 
tribs have yet to make sure about 
their provincial appeal. The chic 
set goes to the C-E and boulevard 
first-runs, where thé original Hol- 
lywood versions are shown, with 
French subtitles, but sometimes 
certain idiomatic features, when 
they get French or other lingual 
clubbing, don’t come out as well 
in the transmutation. 

Paris is the hub for to-and-fro 
traffic, either coming or going to 
Rome, Florence, the Riviera, etc. 

Ellin and Irving Berlin are at 
the Eden Roc, Cap d’Antibes, and 
his erstwhile’ partner, Saul H. 
Bourne, and his wife, Bonnie, are 
en route to Florence. Deems Tay- 
lor came up from Rome to Paris, 
returning June 19 on the Ile de 
France. His wife, Lucille Little, 
an artist, has been residing here 
for six months and is extending 
her stay. ; 

Melisse and Milton Biow cut 
their trip short. Sam Goldwyn, Jr., 
is a nervous, expectant father; his 
wife, Jennifer, is (the late) play- 
wright Sidney. Howerd’s daughter. 
They have a chateau beyond Ver- 
sailles for a home. Frances (Mrs. 
Sam, Sr., Goldwyn) is expected 
here in July when the baby is due. 

Hart back to the States. 
Sam and Bella Spewack, Lee Stras- 
berg and Harold Clurman here. 
Lionel S. B. Shapiro working on a 
novel. Irvin Marks reorienting 
himself into the Paris scene, where 
he was so long familiar. Marvin 
Frank, ex-William Morris agency, 
doing quondam agenting from his 
Left Bank flat. 

Ex-Paris and Broadway juvenile 
Jack Forrester is now a big finan- 
cial operator in charge of World 
Commerce, Inc., worldwide.trading 
outfit in the Bache & Co. offices 
opposite Maxim’s. The Freeman 
Gosdens the Charles’ Corrells 
(Amos ’n’ Andy) here. Murray Sil- 
verstone (20th-Fox foreign chief) 
just arrived. Columbia Pictures ex- 
‘ecutive veepee Jack Cohn and wife, 
with Joe McConville and Lacy 
Kastner, local Col head, due back 
from Rome sales conference. 

Paul Douglas in, en route to 
Rome for a Metro picture, where 
his wife, Jan Sterling, joins him. 
John B. Nathan, Paramount boss 
here, back to the States by air with 
his two sons, who go on to the 
Coast to visit with their mother, 
now divorced from the film exec. 

Sidelights 

Other sidelights: 

Borrah Minevitch’s penthouse 
near the Etoile, and his summer 
home at Mirreville — which the 
show biz bunch think must inevita- 
bly be rechristened Minevitchville 
—are the scenes of perhaps Paris’ 
top show. biz and literati parties. 





Minevitch fetes often fetch the 





| 
. 


“Match” (the Paris ver- 
sion of Life mag) and Le Figaro 
are both doing feature stories and 


f | pix on “Broadway and Hollywood 


Comes to- Paris, Chez Minevitch.” 


Harry (Universal’s continental 
chief) Novak, Dave (Metro ditto) 
Lewis, and John B. (Par ditto) 
Nathan are the pix biz’s golfing 
nuts. 

Columbia Pictures producer Sam 
Marx to Vienna for more location 
shots on “European Edition,” the 
Paul Gallico story based on the 
Paris edition of the N: Y. Herald 
Tribune. Marx’s uncle is Claude 
Auzello, managing director of the 
Ritz, and because the hotelier 
“over-serviced” Marx, he went to 
the Lancaster instead this time. 
On the subject of French postcards, 
while the rue Blondel maisons de 
tolerance (tolerated houses) have 
long since been outlawed, the pros- 
ties around the Rue Washington, 
off the Champs-Elysees, and around 
the Lido nitery, also, on the C-E, 
are as surprising in their pert good 
looks and’simple good taste in 
clothes as in the plenitude of num- 
bers. The same thing is equally 
more apparent in London, directly 
between Bond St. and Piccadilly 
Circus. 

The Dave Lewises will celebrate 
their third anniversary June 22 
3,000 miles apart, as he is anchored 
in Paris on business and she is in 
N. Y. visiting family. 

Jean McCormick, .well known 
around the Stork and Maxim’s set, 
pulled a surprise marriage; with 
Mrs. Harold Shattuck as witness. 

Barron Polan’s Paris quickie with 
Fred F. Finklehoffe, after huddling 
with Julie Wilson, his client, cur- 
rently in London in “Kiss Me 
Kate.” She can’t double into Lon- 
don niteries for six months, and 
Polan for a time entertained her 
leaving “Kate,” but producer Jack 
Hylton balked. 

London music pub Reg Connelly 
in from London; dittc Jack Hylton. 

Sterling Silliphant, 20th-Fox, in 
and out of Paris in a week, and off 
to Hollywood for the 20th-Fox sales 
convention. 

The Jack Carters showing the 
first-time-over Barry Grays the 
Paris sights. ~ , 

Col. Jock Lawrence, summoned 
back to duty as an aide to Gen. 
Eisenhower, esconced with his wife, 
Mary, in a new apt. near the 
Etoile, where they poured for the 
Milton Biows. Ad agency topper 
cut his trip short because of radio- 
TV nuances at home. So did Gim- 
bel’s executive v.p. Joe Eckhouse, 


w.k. in show biz, because of the! Be 


Macy’s cut-price war. z 


Spencer Tracy and Ben Thau | Dennis 0’B 


twice postponed their sailing for 
home. Tracy had an audience with 
the Pope, 


» 





- Wanger-AA 


“aa, CONtinued from page 3 == 


color with the co-op of the U. S. 
Navy. In addition to his AA pro- 
gram, Wanger will produce one pic 
during the next year for 20th-Fox, 
“The Lady in the Iron Mask.” 

The AA-Wanger negotiations 
have been going on for the last six 
months, Broidy said. Details for 
all principals were handled by 
David Stillman, of Stillman & 
Stillman, N. Y. law firm. 

Wanger said AA offered advan- 
tages to independent producers be- 
éause of company’s minimum over- 
head as well as distribution per- 
formance. He said the day was 
gone when an indie could afford 
to have one-third to one-half of a 
pic’s costs absorbed “by charges 
which did not actually ngybute 
to values that reached th : 

Wanger deal is reported to .be 
first of several by AA to attract 
major producers. At the time of 
the United Artists-Eagle Lion 
Classics combo, Braidy said the 


elimination of ELC paved the way | is 


for AA to obtain important film 
makers. 

Hyman’s association in the deal 
caused speculation regarding the 
tele prospects of the pix to be pro- 


duced. His Telinvest firm in N. Y.. 


is one of biggest and most lucra- 
tive distribs of films to TV. Hy- 
man has financed several theatri- 
cal pix as well as films for tele, 
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do well, however, based on 
name’s draw. 

Picture spots the marauding, 
butchering activities of guerrilla 
raider Wade McQuarrie (Jim Davis) 
as the excuse to spot Autry on the 
scene as chief scout for the Federal 
military command in Utah during 
the war between the states. From 
there it follows the familiar out- 
door thriller formula with more 
than customary number of unbe- 
lievable twists. There’s the usual 
jailing of Autry and his loyal pal, 
Pat Buttram; the easy jail break, 
the full quota of mad rides and 
rescues; assorted fisticuffs, and a 
couple of pitched gunfights. 

Autry employs a new method to 
get away from his pursuers when 
outnumbered about seven to one— 
he hides behind several huge rocks, 
goes around the other side when 
his enemies approaoh and then slips 
down his original entrance trail to 
cop a ride on a stagecoach. Con- 
fusing, if amusing! 

Producers would have one be- 
lieve that McQuarrie and his cut- 
throats could don the garb of the 
Federal troops and palm them- 
selves off on a regular Army col- 
onel as being Fed soldiers. Oddly 
enough, the colonel has none of his 
regular soldiers around the post at 
the time (nobody knows why), leav- 
ing it to this seemingly lame-brain 
officer to decide if they are real 
troops. In the film, they get away 
with it, making a new low in cine- 
matic credulity. 

Autry is Autry all over again, 
though not appearing to be in as 
good voice as usual. He sings three 
or four songs, but only one, “Rid- 
ing Down the Trail,” sticks. Bob 
Steele, who has starred in his own 
cactus thrillers,in the past, is given 
a rather despicable role as the two- 
timing son of the colonel, who re- 
deems himself in the end. Buttram 
is excellent as Autry’s sidekick and 
adds needed comedy relief. « Gail 
Davis makes a more comely than 
usual western gal, but never gets a 
chance to build any romantic angle. 
Support is headed by Jim Davis 
Peter Mamakos, Edgar Dearing and 
Richard Alexander. 

John English’s direction is rou- 
tine. Lens job of William Bradford 
is one of film’s highlights. 

Wear. 


Danger Zone 


Lightweight action whodunit; 
will do for bottom matings. . 


Lippert release of Wiles Berke (Spar- 
tan) production. Stars Hugh Beaumont, 
Edward bo Richard Travis; features 
>a 








Tom Neal, » Paula We 

me a 2. j by begs g = fe 
Screenplay, Harmon, 

govies, by Louis —_- and Herbert 


Margolis; camera, Jack ; edi- 
tors, Carl Pierson, Harry mene music, 
rt Shefter. At New York Theatre, 
N. Y., June 7, ’51. Running time, 55 MINS, 


‘ 0 RS rr ugh Beaumont 
Professor Shicker......°... ward Bri 
EA, DRG id Secs eevese. Richard 
‘ar GOUT . oc cccvoccsss cites Tom 
Vicki Jason..... Pamela Blake 
e Underwood.......... a Dale 
Larry Dunlap....... genteel Sanford 
She BO Ore Drew 
eee yee re ae Jack Reitzen 
Elderly Man ...........-.: Edward Clark 
Henry, the Bartender...Richard Monahan 
Bud EEO Fe Se Don Garner 





High voltage in title but strictly 
low-juiced otherwise, ‘Danger 
Zone” is divided in two parts, both 
of them foolishly conceived and 
dully directed to artificial climaxes. 
Hugh Beaumont and the veteran 
Edward Brophy operate as effec- 
tively as they can under an overall 
script. whose chief virtue, lies in 
often snappy verbiage and rapier 
ripostes bridging the action foot- 
age. Its udo-so cation is 
sometimes hard to take. 

In the opener, peppy a Wucky 
Beaumont becomes -involved wi 
Virginia Dale, who retains him 
to bid for a saxophone at an auc- 
tion in San Francisco. With the sax 
in his possession, he is felled by 
Ralph ford, who is competing 
with the gal for the instrument, 
which contains valuable jewelry for 
which its musician owner has been 
murdered. Beaumont solves she 
case handily after much chasing 
and the culprits are taken into tow 
during a struggle at the airport. 

In the second stanza, Beaumont 

hired , this time to escort 
fetching Pamela Blake to a yacht 
party which turns out fo be for 
them alone. Miss Blake puts~on 
rods angling hye CE Soh od 
osculatory a ; 
a private eye, Tom Neal, working 
for the gal’s wealthy husband; ; 
later is found murdered. 

ints to Beaumont, but 
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My First Love 
(FRENCH) 
Arthur Davie. production and release. 


Stars Gerard Nery. Directed by Berth- 
omeiu. - Based on Paul Vandenberghe’s 
play. At Stanley. N. Y.; June 9, 
Bob Darcourt.....++.+.+-+++: Gerard Nery 
His Mother............ Jacqueline Delubac 
Maurice Fieurville........- Aime Clariond 
Uncle Victor......ssscsecseseres Louvigny 
CRAMTY «0c ccsscccccvess Jacques Famery 
Memard....scscecercceceerss uy Loriquet 





(In French; English Titles) 

Produced in Paris several years 
ago, “‘“My First Love,” story of an 
adolescent youth, is done with skill 
and polish. Pic shapes as a strong 
entry for arty theatres and French- 
language spots. 

Picturing a schoolboy of 17 as 
suddenly becoming aware of the 


‘facts of life, it deftly depicts an 


episode wherein he learns that an 
author friend of the family is in 
leve with his widowed mother. 
When. he all but walks in on one 
of their seances, he is first shocked, 
then happy when he finds the au- 
thor wants to marry his mother. 
While lacking action, and with 
the English titles failing to convey 
all of the French dialog, film con- 
tains many chuckles. Gerard Nery 
is ideally cast as the youth. Jacque- 
line Delubac does neatly as the 
comely widow. Aime Clariond con- 
tributes a suave characterization as 
the author, while Louvigny adds 
many humorous moments as the 
friendly, gay uncle of the 5 & 
ear. 


% ’ 
TV ‘Flying Wedge 
Continued from page 1 
ranks. Other schools might come 
from the powerhouse grid confer- 
ences in the midwest and on the 
Coast. - 

Dispute touched off by Penn’s 
refusal to go along with the NCAA 
experiment on “controlled tele- 
vising,” meanwhile, continued un- 
settled this week. Latest develop- 
ment had Penn suggesting to the 
NCAA chiefs that they take the 
argument to the U. S. attorney- 
general to determine whether the 
association’s moratorium is in vio- 
lation of the anti-trust laws. 
NCAA’s TV committee has set 
June 28 as the deadline for receiv- 
ing proposals on how to solve the 
problem. created by Penn. 

Latter factor is the one which 
has led the networks and top- 
ending advertisers to shun the 

CAA’s plan. Association has sug- 
gested that only one major game 
be televised in each metropolitan 
area each week, which would pro- 
vide for a 10-week package sched- 
ule. Package has been offered to. 
prospective sponsors for a flat $1,- 
000,000 fee, 60% of which would 
go to the NCAA and the remain- 
ing 40% split between the two 
schools participating each week. 

Networks are sitting out the dis- 
pute to determine how to plan 
their football schedules for the 
fall. .ABC supposedly is set, since 
Penn turned over its eight sched- 
uled home games for that web to 





sell to a sponsor for $750,000. CBS - 


last year set up a long-term pact 
for rights to all home games played 
by Army, Navy and Columbia and 
is still interested in those schools 
of the NCAA plan falls through. 
DuMont paid $185,000 for the ND 
games last season and is reported 
willing to pay almost double that 
price this year, should ND decide 
in favor of live TV. NBC carried 
mostly Ivy League games last year 
but, with colleges in that league 
leading the fight against Penn's 
attitude, the NBC plans are still 
up in the air. 

Columbia, Cornell, and Dart- 
mouth, -neanwhile, all scheduled to 
play Penn this season, have already 
notified the school it will cancel out 
if Penn, persists. in flaunting the 
NCAA ._ plan. California. and 
Princeton have indicated they also 
might cancel. If sufficient schools 
join Penn in deciding to sell TV 
rights to their games, it’s expected 
that the entire NCAA plan will 
blow. up, leaving all colleges in a 
position: to. make. individual deals 
or join the bigger schools in some 
such plan- as the “flying confer- 
ence.” ; 

Pacific Coast Conference has al- 
ready okayed live TV’ing of the 
New Year's Day Rose Bowl Game. 
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NEW YORK activity by admitting 
Janes Coane, pate | ance eB” 


exec-veegee in charge of bsg and 
distributicn, wound up series of 
sectional sales meets throughout 
the country with a two-day huddle 
in Boston. Some six New England 
branch managers attended the ses- 
sions which closed Saturday (9). 

David Cooper has been promoted 
to assistant production manager of 
RKO Pathe, Jay Bonafeld, exec 
v.p., disclosed. He will function 
under supervision of Douglas 
Travers, vicepresident in charge of 
production. Cooper, a veteran edi- 
tor and short subjects director, has 
been with the organization since 
1942. 

John Hughes, member of the 
contract department at the United 
Artists homeoffice, has been named 
assistant manager of the depart- 
ment. He will function under 
Joseph Sugar, contract manager. 

John Hughes has been named 
assistant contract manager of 
United Artists under Joseph Sugar, 
head of the Contract and Playdate 
Department. Hughes has been 
with UA for more than 10 years. 


_ CHICAGO 


Balaban & Katz mulling plans to 
install closed-circuit video appa- 
ratus in Chicago, Marbro, Harding 
and other nabe command houses. 
Cireuit will probably beam the 
Irish Bob Murphy-Jake LaMotta 
scrap June 27 into its State-Lake 
and Tivoli houses, which are al- 
ready equipped. 

May theatre tax collections were 
$90,600 as compared to $108,000 in 
May of 1950. 

Proceeds of Colosseum of Motion 
Picture Salesman’s first dinner 
dance June 30 will go to the sales- 
men’s welfare fund. 

Corr Theatre shuttered last 
weck, 

Virginia Seguin, wife of B&K 
publicity man Eddie Seguin, named 
secretary of Illinois Variety Club. 

RKO Grand theatre is holding 
world preem of two jungle epics 
at midnight. 


PITTSBURGH 


Carl Jaffurs, son of James 
Jaffurs, who owns Star Theatre 
in Glassport, just graduated from 
U. S. Naval Academy. 

Durward Coe and Louis Stuler, 
owners of ozoners at Carmichaels 
and Waynesburg, are also operat- 
ing the Nemacolin in that town, 
the Rialto in Daisytown and Grand 
in Fredericktown, in addition to 
booking the Circle at Bobtown for 
Merle Arnold. 

Tionesta, Pa., Theatre transfer- 
red from Peter Camerlo to Robert 
H. Jani’. 

W. Zane Schneider is new man- 
ager of the War Memorial Arena 
in Johnstown. 


ST. LOUIS 

Six regional meetings and film 
clinics skedded. by Mid-Central 
Allied Independent Theatre Own- | ! 
ers, Inc., in Missouri and Illinois 
towns. Jeff Jefferies Piedmont, 
Mo., prexy of f organization, will 
conduct the sessions, 

Kilgore Amus. Co., headed by 
William Kilgore, St. Louis county, 
drafting plans for a 700-car ozoner 
in St. Louis county. 

Tom Cirly, who shuttered his 
Ashland here on May 12, is manag- 
ing the Bridge for the Kaimann 
eircuit. 
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J. V. Walker, doorman at the 
Fox, Duquoin, Ill., upped to man- 
ager of Plaza, Mt. Vernon, Ill. 

arpenters’ Union, Local No. 
169 East St. Louis, negotiating 
with former State Senator Louis 
Menges, now a Texas resident, for 
purchase of shuttered Roxy theatre 
and plans are underway to convert 
the theatre into a union head- 
quarters. House has been under 
lease to Frisina Amusement Co., 
but has been dark since March, 


MINNEAPOLIS 


Tom Larkin, newcomer to in- 
dustry, added to RKO sales staff. 

Back from national Allied States 
board of directors’ meeting, Bennie 
Berger, local North Central Allied 
board rep, says he has abandoned 
hope that industry will set up 
arbitration system acceptable to 
independents. 

Harry B. French, Minnesota 
Amus. Co. president, says there 
has been an upswing in grosses 
around much of his United Para- 
mount circuit. 

Jack Kelly, head of Metro re- 
prints and shorts subject depart- 
ment, here on inspection tour. 

Ralph Pielow, transferred from 
Des Moines, took over as 20th-Fox 
branch manager, succeeding M. A. 
Levy, promoted to district man- 
ager. 


BOSTON 


Film industry ang appointed 
by Governor Dever Governor’s 
Defense Council are M. J. Mullin, 
New England Theatres, chairman; 
Norman C. Glassman, Rialto, Low- 
ell; Maxwell Melincoff, WB cir- 
cuit; Harold A. Maloney, Loew’s 
Poli, Worcester; Harry Seitz, State, 
New Bedford; Frank C. Lydon, 
Allied Theatres of New England, 
and Harry Browning, NET. 
Licensing board of pearby 
Lowell granted. theatre operators 
permission to eliminate (hiring of) 
uniformed police, obligatory under 
a city ordinance, for a trial pe- 
riod from June 16 and Sept. 15. 
Exhibs requested relief, claiming 
extra expense was unwarranted. 
Mr. and Mrs. Ernest Warren of 
the Warren, Whitman, celebrated 
their 25th wedding anni recently 
at a large party given by friends, 
American Theatres opened a 
conventional situation in nearby 
Swampscott. Tabbed the Surf, it’s 
Swampscott’s first pic, house. 


PHILADELPHIA 


Stanley Warner circuit sold the 
Forum in Northeast Philadelphia. 
Not known whether house will con- 
tinue as film operation. 

Bill Lafferty, after 20 years with 
Warners, re ed as manager of 
the Liberty to go into the insur- 
ance biz. Succeeded by Herb 
Thacher, manager of Diamond. 

Eureka Theatre, owned by Mrs. 
Speed Rosinsky, closed permanent- 


” Getiieatinns bookit have been 
set up in area by Allied Artist’s 
PMax Gillis to follow the State 
preem of “I Was an rican Spy” |,mo' 
at the Stanton, June .23. e 


SALT LAKE CITY 


Salt Lake exchange area has 
been almost free of closings during 
the last two years. Ralph Trothen, 
chairman of the Independent The- 
atre Owners of Utah and Southern 

. reports five houses have 
shuttered, -and in two cases — 
erence under new managemen 
OF! While biz is generally slow cur- 
rentiy, there is nothing to indicate 
a batch of closings looms in the 
near future. To offset the few that 
have closed, about 75 drive-ins 
have opened. Outside of heavily 
has had © Salt Lake City area, TV 

~ ogg virtually no effect on pic- 


i ceiaile Lloyd, 20th-Fox sales- 
man, named company’s branch 
er, who er, replacing Charles Walk- 
al he going into business for 

mself 


OMAHA 

Brandeis Theatre is going back 
to earlier fundamentals for biz. 
For 12 weeks or most of school 
vacation period, the house will 
start each program with the show- 
ing of a Hopalong Cassidy pic. 
After showing at start, it will be 
yanked for the remainder of day. 
Changes will be made weekly. Kids 
will get free admission on Satur- 
days if they bring boxtops of speci- 
‘fied breakfast food. usiness at 
house has been off for some time. 

Grandview Drive-In is going in 
for thrills as added feature. Now 





using stock car (hot rod) races. 


Jersey Allied Blasts 
‘Rep. for TV Sales 


Allied Theatre Owners of N. J., 
headed by Wilbur Snaper, yester- 
day (Tues.) was the first exhib re- 
gional outfit to blast away at Re- 
public because of the film com- 
pany’s decision to sell pix to tele- 
vision. Following a membership 
meeting, Snaper declared the film 
distributors have their choice of 
customers, either theatres or tele- 
casters, but not boih. 

The Allied unit went on record 
declaring the companies could 
hardly expect support from exhibs 
if standard pic product also is go- 
ing to TV. Theatre org also ques- 
tioned the explanation given by 
some producers .whose output in 
the past made its way to the tele- 
casters. Filmmakers claimed rights 
to their pix reverted to others, 
such as the authors of the screen- 
plays. Snaper declared such rights 
may revert after a period of time 


but the prints continue as the 
property of the producer, and lat- 
ter still has control of them. 





Allied Blasts Rep 


Continued from page 


the reason exhibs are a privi- 
leged to join in a boycott. He 
added, however, that the Rep ac- 
tion “will not enhance its: prestige 
or popularity.” 

Myers went on: “I imagine it 
must be a calculated risk on Yates’ 
part. He has one bird in his hand 


reaching out for another (TV). 
Anyway it’s his responsibility.” 

Rembusceh branded the Rep move 
as.“foolish.” Both he and Myers 
voiced the opinion that the numer- 
ous filmed appearances of any 
screen personality, such as Gene 
Autry, will result in seriously 
impairing their star value. Be- 
eause of his showings on TV, 
Autry’s name already means little 
at the boxoffice, Rembusch de- 
clared. 

Myers added: “I cannot imagine 
sonality than to release his pic- 
tures to television.” 

Other sources believe the out- 
come of the Rep experience with 
TV eventually will set the pattern 
so far as distribs are concerned. 
There’s a multitude of factors to 
be considered and primary among 
them, according to distrib spokes- 
men, is Rep’s gain or (or other- 
wise) over a long period. It’s obvi- 
ous that the company can pick up 
extra coin from its new TV cus- 
tomers at the outset. To what ex- 
tent the practice detracts from the 
relationship with its standard pic 
customers, the nation’s theatre ops, 
will determine the long-range ad- 
vantages or disadvantages. 

Check around the homeoffices 
discloses there’s little likelihood of 
any of the major companies follow- 
ing Rep’s lead at this time. Domes- 
tic gross of some of the 
larger outfits runs close to $100,- 
000,000 annually, and this, of 
course, comes from their theatre 
accounts. The reasoning is that it’s 
aves to jeopardize this mam- 

th source of revenue to pick up 
‘a tiny fraction from the new medi- 
um. Also there’s the angle of the 
marquee value of their contract 
stars being hurt if zon re seen too 
often on screens in homes. 







_ Formans-WB 
Contnueié from page 7 


holdings in Oregon and Washing- 
bo were acquired in 1929 and 
The Formans operate 28 theatres 
in Oregon and Washington and 16 
theatres in California. The Pacific 
Drive-In Theatres Corp. of. Los 
Angeles is a Forman operation. 


Tightened Economies 








in this territory, in preparation for 
divorcement of the circuit from 
production-distribution, are ex- 
pected to be completed this week. 
District managers Iso will be re- 
quired to manage a theatre in their | $ 
zone, 

With wipeout of the ad-exploita- 


agers will handle such duties for 
their situation. Changes already 
have affected Vic Rosen, manager 
of Warners’ Beverly, with circuit 
for 22 years, and Oscar Kantner, 
in ad-expleitation. J. R. Rogers, 
district manager, will take over 





management of Beverly. 





tion department, individual man- $10 


(Continued from page 9) 
Mild $11,000. Last gn 

“Along Great Divide” (WB) 

“Bowery to Broadway” (Indie) (re- 


sue). 


issue), $12,000. 

(Loew) (3,000; 40-85).— 
“Great Caruso” (M-G) (4th wk). 
Holding for fourth week, first time 
in 5 reer at solid $12,000. Last 
week, $17,000 

Paramount (NET) (1, 700; 40-85) 

—“House Telegraph Hill” (20th) 
and “Spoilers Plains” (Rep). So-so 
$11,000. Last week, “Walls Folsom 
Prison” (WB) and “Kentucky Jubi- 
lee” (Lip), $12,000, 

State (Loew) (3,500; 40-85)— 
“Great Caruso” (M-G) (4th wk). 
Still sturdy $8,000 after nifty $11,- 
000 for third. 


‘FANCY’ HEP $13,000 
IN PROV,; ‘CADET’ 96/5: 


Providence, June 12, 
“Goodbye, My Fancy” at Majes- 
tic has taken over the lead here- 
abouts this week, although “Great 
”" can still be considered 
very strong in its third sesh at 
Loew’s State. RKO Albee is good 

with “Air Cadet.” : 

Estimates for This Week 

Albee (RKO) (2,200; 44-65) — 
“Air Cadet” (U) and “Fat Man” 
(U). Fairly active $9,000. Last 
week, “Sealed Cargo” (RKO) and 
“Pancho Villa Returns” (Mono), 





(standard exhibition) and is now | $8,000 


Majestic (Fay) (2,200; 44-65) — 
“Goodbye, My Fancy” (WB) and 
“Million Dollar Pursuit” (WB). 
Hep $13,000, Last week, “On 
Riviera” On gs and “Pier 23” (Lip), 
sock $15, 

ch egutitan (Snider) (3,100; 44- 
65)—"Trail Lonesome Pine” (UA) 
and “Lives Bengal Spe (UA) 
(reissues), Slow $3,800. Last week, 
“Drums” (UA) and “Four Feathers’ 
(UA) (reissues), $4,000. 

State (Loew) (3,200; 44-65) — 
“Great Caruso” (M-G) (3d wk). 
Nifty $9,000. Last week, knockout 


Strand- (Silverman) (2,200; 44 
65)—“Santa Fe” (Col) and “Fury 
of Congo” (Col). Opened Monday 
(11). Last week, “Brave Bulls” 
(Col), very weak $4,500. 


TV of Fight May Boost 
énre ? 
Night’ Good 96, Balto 
Baltimore, June 12. 
A rained-out weekend is blamed 
for poor biz here this week. “Night 
Into Morning” is good at Loew’s 
Century -with the Louis-Savold TV | $5 
broadeast (Wed.) figured to help. 
“Apache Drums” and “Lorna 
Doone” are only two promising 
newcomers. 
Estimates for This Week 
Century (Loew’s-UA) (3,000; 
70)—*Night Into Morning” Tae Tone 
Good $9,000 week, “Caruso” 
(M-G) (3d wk), $10,200. 
Keith’s ( (Schanberger) (2,460; 20- 
Hollywood ). Open- 


70)—“ 
“Apache 


a quicker way to burn up a per- | $15,000 





Story” ( 
ed today .(Tues.) after 
Drums” (U) did passable $7, 

Ma yfair (Hicks) (890; 20-70) — 
var (3d wk). Petering 
out at $4,000 after nice $4,890 sec- 
ond round, 

New (Mechanic) (1,800; 20-70)— 
“On Riviera” (20th) (2d wk). Nice 
$9,000 on heels of big $13,300 


(WB) 
“Dear Brat” (Par). b $8,000 
La eek, “Goodbye, My Fancy” 


st w 
(WB), $11 

Town (tappaport (500 20-70) 
—‘Lorna - ” (Col). Fairish 
$7,500. ae week, “Brave Bulls” 
(Col), $6,600 


TORONTO 


(Continued from page 8) 

issues), Fair $8,000. Last week, 

“Fallen Angel” (20th) and “House 

on 92d St.” (20th) (reissue), + ege 
Imperial (FP) (3,373; 

“The Thing” (RKO). Smash $ ~ 

aM gag week, “14 Hours” > 





June 12. 
Changes aimed at tened op- 
ecations  keuke eakabila radi nee ttn (Loew) By Way FS i. | 
mies among Warner Theatres 


Still Cicees 

~~ ain age © TP) 958; 

1858: 400 10.58)- Het a, fost (20th 
“Good- 


Fine $13,000. Last 
Kp Fancy” ( (2d wk), 


Gdeon (Rank) (2,390: 50-90) — 
“Pool of London” (Indie). Oke 
Last week, “Rawhide” 
(20th) (2d wk), $9,000 
Shea’s (FP) (2,386; 40-80) — 
“Dear Brat” (Par). Light $8,500. 
Last week, “Communist For FBI” 
(WB), $10,000. 
Uptown (Loew) (2,743; 40-80) — 
“Apache Drums” (U). NSH $5,000. 


Last week, “Target Unknown” (U), 
same. 





3, gd My Hs Sturdy $9,500 





Warm Weather Sloughs 
St. L; ‘Santa Fe’ Fair 
$12,500, ‘Cargo’ 126 


St. Louis, June 12. 
Biz at first-runs took a sharp dip 
over the weekend as a result of 
ideal outdoor weather. “Santa Fe” 
looks to hit the biggest coin total 
but is only fair at Loew’s. “Sealed 
Cargo” is just good at big Fox. 
“Samson and Delilah” is okay on 

pop-scale run at the Missouri. 

Estimates for This Week 


Ambassador (F&M) (3,000; 60- 
75)\—“Half Angel”... (20th) and 
(Par) (m.o.s.). 


“Mating Season” 
Fair $9,000. week, “On 
Riviera” (20th) and “Climb Highest 
Mountain” (20th), $10,500. 

Fox (F&M) (5,000; 60-75) — 
“Sealed Cargo” (RKO) and “Com- 
ee For FBI’ (WB). Good 
eee Last week, “Along Great 

vide” (WB) and “Al Jennings 
Oklahoma” (1), $13,500 

Leew’s (Loew) (3,372; 50- 75) — 
“Santa Fe” (Col) and “Lorna 
Doone” (Col). Fair $12,500. Last 
week, “Go For Broke” (M-G) (2d 


wk), $8,000. 

Missouri (F&M) (3,500; 60-75)— 

= and Delilah” (Par) and 

ebec” (Par). Shapes to hit — 
sit, 500. Last week, “Half Angel 
(20th) and “Mating Season” r), 
$13,000. 

Pageant (St. Louis Amus. Co.) 
(1,000; 50-90)—‘“Latuko” (Indie) 
(4th wk). Off to $3,000 after nice 
$3,500 last week. 


‘Divide’ High $12,000, 
Port.; ‘Thing’ 736, 2d 


Portland, Ore., June 12. 

This is annual Rose Festival 
Week and town is loaded with 
tourists. Hopalong Cassidy is here 
to be grand m of parade but 
the Broadway had to yank hi 
latest picture, “Hoppy'’s Holiday, 
booked for the occasion, after 
three sad days. “Great Divide, 
looms biggest newcomer in two 
Pog Great Caruso” is still 
going strong in third week at 

nited Artists and may set an at- 
tendance record. 

Estimates for This Week 





Broadway (Parker) (1,890; 65- 
90)—“Hoppy’s Holiday” (UA) and 
“Queen for ** (UA). Sad $1,600 
in 3 days. t week, “Double 
Crossbones” (U) and “Air Cadet” 
(U), $9,000. 


Mayfair (Parker) (1,500; 65-90)—~ 
“On Riviera” (20th) and “Sun Sets 
At Re PP (EL) © (m.o.). Fancy 

week, “Vendetta 
RKO} and 4 storm Over Wyont- 
” ag vm nen ) (2,000; 65- 


vo.| Smugle Geld” (Col) da ste 
Ss ” (Co ay-da 
with aramount. Okay $4,000. 
week (RKO) "and 
Tapes iPar) mo. 


Orpheum ( ) (1,750; 65- 
90)—"Thing”’ nreags and scqquebec’ 
(Par) (2d wk). Fast $7,500. Last 


ig oe ae (Eve - (3,400; 
65-90)—“‘Great Divide” (WB) an 
Cerne Sua Shon 

vine bs Riviera” (20th) and “Sun Sets 
gl (EL) (2d wk), $5,500 in § 


fited Artists (Parker) (890; 65- 
90)—"“Great Caruso” (M-G) (3d wk). 


Last week, $11,500. 
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For the first time in film his- 
tory, a picture is launched 
with an e Oscar” (awarded 
for “Best performance by an 
Actor”) prior to general re- 
lease! 





He was three musketeers 
in one—and one lover in a 
million! The screen‘s great- 
est swordsman, romantic : 
poet and leader! 




















— 











Immediately following the 
special selected roadshow 
exhibition playdates, 
“CYRANO” is now ready for 
general release and FOR THE 


FIRST TIME AT POPULAR 
PRICES! 











‘He was three musketeers in one 
—and one lover in a million! 
The screen’s greatest 
swordsman, romantic,. 
poet and leader! 
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NEW NBCHOFSTRA STUDY REVEALS TV'S 
BETTER-THAN-EVER ADVERTISER PAYOFF 





Television advertisers, despite 
all their squawks about skyrocket- 
ing program costs and time 
charges, are enjoying a bigger pay- 
off per dollar invested than adver- 
tisers in any other medium. That's 
the most significant point derived 
from the new NBC-Hofstra College 
survey on TV, which shows that 
the average show in the metropoli- 
tan N. Y. area produces 36,000 ex- 
tra customers for each brand it 
plugs. In addition, the average pro- 
gram delivers 15.6 extra customers 
per month for each TV dollar in- 
vested. 


Survey, claimed to be the most 
intensive every conducted for any 
advertising form, is said to repre- 
sent the first look at TV as a 
mature medium, since the N. Y. 
area is now 51% saturated by TV. 
Findings are based on 5,067 com- 
pleted interviews, evenly divided 
between the male and female heads 
of households only (who represent 
the chief buyers in each family). 
Questionnaires covered viewing of 





Hofstra Credits 


New, intensive survey of 
television conducted by NBC 
and Hofstra College is based 
on interviews conducted in 501 
different sections of the metro- 
politan N. Y. area, to provide 
as wide a sample as possible of 
every element in the popula- 
tion. To get a complete cross- 
section of the total N. Y. mar- 
ket, 5,057. adult heads of 
households were interviewed, 
including 3,648 in TV homes 
and 1,419 in non-TV homes. 

Field work was done by the 
psychological workshop of 
Hostra: College (Hempstead, 
L. IL.) under the direction of 
Dr. Matthew N. Chappell. In- 
terviewing was conducted over 
a two-month period ending 
Jan.. 23, 1951. Sample design 
was developed by Willard Sim- 
mons. Development of the 
study and its analyses were 
conducted. by a special NBC 
research staff under’ the 
supervision of Dr. Thomas E. 
Coffin. 


LS A ES CRIES NTT ST EERE 


111 programs, representing 102 
hours per week, which plugged 187 
different products. Other signifi- 
cant results, obtained by matching 
the buying habits of setowners and 
viewers against a matched group 
of non-setowners: 

1. The saverage gain in sales for 
all package goods products adver- 
tised on bie ze video homes— 
is 26.8%. q 








is the fact that “old owners”— 
those who have had their sets for 
' (Continued on page 42) 





Under terms of a seven-year 
lease negotiated with the N. Y. 
Times, ABC has acquired Times 
Hall on West 43d St., New York, 
as a cig reg studio. Building is 
owned by the T 

Network will pwede $250,000 in 
TV equipment, with the converted 
intime theatre to be used as the 
originating point for the 60-minute 
cross-the-board Frances Langford- 
Don Ameche show, which preems 
in the fall. 

ABC will slot the program in the 
12 (noon) to 1 p.m. segment, op- 
posite CBS’ Steve Allen. Web will 
sell the show in 15-minute seg- 
ments, permitting for a potential 
weekly take of $50,000." Sandy 
Stronach, ABC’s video chieftain, is 
earmarking a $42,000 weekly 
budget for the production, which 
will include a “Purple Heart 
Diary” daily insert (based on Miss 
Langford’s syndicated GI column); 
celebrity guest interviews, a daily 
continuity spot, a current events 
quiz, etc. . 

Show will mark the initial web 
entry into big-league daytime pro- 
gramming. 


¢ 


i dy Hour.” 


Dagmar Sued for 66 


Jenny Lewis, the Dagmar of 
“Broadway Open House” and who 
has her ewn video show set for 
ABC, is being sued in N. Y. 
Supreme Court- by her manager, 
Dan-Hollywood, for $6,000 alleged- 
ly due in back commissions. Dag- 
mar’s attorneys, Jaffe &. Jaffe, have 
30 days to answer the suit. 

Hollywood’s deal with Dagmar 
has two years to run. 


‘Extra Dividends 
For Participating 
Sponsors in TV 


Small advertisers, whose limited 
budgets force them to buy into the 
big network television shows on a 
participating basis only, apparently 
derive better payoff results than 
the top-spending sponsors who can 
afford an entire show. New NBC- 
Hofstra College video survey re- 
veals that the number of extra cus- 
tomers delivered for each product 
plugged on such programs is even 
better than the average single- 
brand show. 


Where the average half-hour 
program delivers 15.6 extra cus- 
tomers per dollar each month, for 
example, NBC-TV’s “Kate Smith 
Show,” which has a number of par- 
ticipating bankrollers, provides 
each one with an average of 38.8 
new customers per dollar invested. 
“Your Show of Shows,” sold on the 
same basis, delivers 36.8 new cus- 
tomers per dollar. Reason, of 
course, is that these programs, 
while carrying high overall budg- 
ets, cost each” sponsor compara- 
tively little “because of the cost- 
sharing arrangement. 

Same «situation, incidentally, 
holds true for programs in which 
a single sponsor plugs several 
brands, such as the “Colgate Come- 
Because of the lower 
cost per brand, each gets more new 
customers than if the show plugged 








a single brand. Colgate discov- } 


ered that during the course of the 
season. Bankroller teed off the 
series by plugging four separate 
products but then cut them to two. 
When results demonstrated an in- 
creased cost for each product, the 
sponsor raised the total again to 
four. Survey also revealed that 
daytime TV is paying ofi- for spon- 
sors. Presumably because of the 
lower .costs in daytime program- 
ming, coupled with the unexpected- 
ly high ratings of most network 
shows, the average program de- 
livers 18.7 extra customers per dol- 
lar, as compared with 18.6 for eve- 
ning programs (based on a study 
pa milar products plugged in 

ae In additi Qn, the sur- 
roe f that the hig Sp-bodgeted 
shows (those: with weekly program 
costs over $17,000 per hour), deliv- 
er about more new 


ers per délide than the average’ 


program. Reason is probably that 
the high-budgeters are also the 
highest-rated programs. 


ABC WOOS GF BANKROLL 
WITH ‘PORTIA’ COME-ON 


Having acquired a 15-minute 





stake in General Foods spomsor-|, 


ship coin via the company’s, pact- 
ing of Don MeNeill’s morning 
show, ABC network is_now ‘pitch- 
ing for a larger segment of the 
GF bankroll. 

Network, which through the 
years has remained aloof from the 
daytime soap opera formula, is 
now romancing GF with an eye 
toward acquiring “Portia Faces 
Life” as a back-to-back attraction 
with Don McNeill, thus permitting 
for a contiguous rate come-on, In 
addition, ABC, it’s reported, would 
agree to sharing in the time and 
show costs. “Portia” and “When 
a Girl Marries” were the brace of 
NBC soapers which recently got 





the GF axe, 














Starring as “Martin Kane” 
NBC-TV (Now in 86th week) 
In Preparation for next season for 
Radio and TV 
THE PRIVATE EYE 
Contact 
Musie Corporation of America 





ABC 0&0'ers In 
For Indoctrination 


To bring its owned-and-operated 
stations up to date on plans in- 
volved with its upcoming merger 
with United Paramount Theatres, 
ABC is holding a series of “in- 
doctrination meetings.” Reps of the 
AM o-and-o’s were in Gotham yes- 
terday (Tues.) to hear the radio 
side of the picture. 

Video o-and-o chiefs from New 
York, Chicago, Detroit, L. A. and 
San Francisco will gather in Geth- 
am next week to discuss AB-PT’s 
new concepts as they relate to the 
TV picture. Donn Tatum, last week 
named head of ABC-TV’s western 
division -and manager of KECA- 
TV, L. A., will make his first ap- 
pearance before the ABC eastern 
brass at the confab. 


‘JUVE JURY’ SET FOR 
BERLE VACATION TIME 


Minnesota Mining, for its Scotch 
cellophane tape, has bought “Juv- 
enile Jury,” $5,000 weekly Jack 
Barry-Dan Enright package, for the 
8:30-9 p.m. Tuesday slot on NBC- 
TV, during the 13-week hiatus of 
Milton Berle. Show starts June 19, 
via BBD&O agency. 

Because the stanza was origin- 


ated by Barry and Enright while 
they were on the staff of WOR, 

. Y., it will also be beamed on 
WOR-TY, giving it two Gotham 
outlets. Deal for a WOR-TV show- 
casing is part of the settlement 
B-E made ie “WOR to a full 





years, and GF also had backed a 
trial run of the video edition on 
NBC-TV some years ago. 








may. have backfired Pieeint 
where everybody— fot 


hands and Spedemteb—pes ath into 


Features” session, when a 
plumber wandered on camera 
during emcee George Men- 
ard’s interview stint. For two 
minutes, he held up the show. 
shouting questions about his 
assignment, until Menard in- 
vited him, to take a seat and 
enjoy the program. Payoff 
was that the tradesman had re- 
ported to the wrong show. 


"CBS PICKS UP CLENT 


—Than All Other 


Confirming previous 
devoted to television viewing, the 
covered that adult setowners, on 
every day to TV than they do te 


watching as they do listening 
times as much time on TV than 


viewers”—-those who watch TV in 
places—NBC-Hofstra claims that 
watch-TV @uring a week. And, 
every adult family head in N. 


hour-and-a-half per day of the 


day. 


get an answer, according to NBC- 
after” data available. 
reading time of mags by 31.3%. 


“According to the survey, setowners spend twice a¢ much time 


Media Combined 


estimates on the tremendous amount of time 


NBC-Hofstra College survey dis- 
the average, pevtlngn more time 
radie, newspapers and magazines 


te the radio; spend almost three 
reading newspapers, and spend 


more time watching TV in a single day than in reading magazines 
in almost two weeks, Taking into account the facter of “guest 


the homes of friends or in publie 
73% of alt adult’ family heads 
what’s probably most significant, 
Y., whether a setowner or not, 


spends an hour and 13 minutes each dcy watching TV. 
In a further breakdown, the survey shows that radio, with vir- 
tually 100% set saturation in N. Y. and with 23 stations, claims an 


average family head. TV, with 


51% waturation and seven stations, claims 73 minutes per day. 
Newspapers rank third, getting slightly more than 45 minutes per 
Average family head spends only 13 minutes 
ing magazines—which means among the entire po 
TV gets five-and-a-half more time devoted to it than do magazines. 
Since these figures are based on the total populace, the survey 
notes that this still leaves unanswered the question of exactly 
how much set ownership cuts into mag reading time. 


r day read- 
ce of N. Y., 


Only way to 
Hofstra, is to match the habits of 


setowners against non-setowners, since there is no “before and 
Based on the difference in reading time be- 
tween the two groups, consequently, the survey shows TV cuts 





See Walling Appointment Sparking 
NBC-CBS Competition on Tint Shows 





> * 
Gillette’s All-Star Coin 
Gillette Safety Razor has signed 
to back the All-Star Baseball game 
on Tuesday, July 10, ever the full 
Mutual network. Game, which 
will originate from Briggs Stadium, 
Detroit, cancels the web’s usual 
“Game of the Day” airing since 
no other games will be played on 
that date, 

-Gillette and Toni products will 
be plugged, via Maxon ‘agency. 


Co-Op Coin Seen 
Luring NBC, CBS 
In ‘Sale-less’ Era 


Co-oping of network shows, which 
until now has been pretty much 
the domain of ABC and Mutual, 
may come in for some major at- 
tention on the part of NBC and 
CBS, if present plans materialize. 
NBC, in particular, may go whole- 
hog on the idea, whereby the af- 
filiates would pick up local spon- 
sors for the me gyro with web ten- 
tatively laying out co-op blocks | 
two nights a week. 

Motive is two-fold. With new 
clients apparently no longer inter- 
ested in buying coast-to-coast radio 
programs, co-oping of the shows 
will help take both the web and 
the affiliate the sustaining 
hook. And of 1 importance is 
the fact that provide com- 
me f° the _ transcription 
roa ts) ption . com- 
panies that are ng 
and more station and coin 
with their low-cost shows. 





it 


it 





ON ‘GODFREY DIGEST’ 


q ON 





sS radio return on 
that web:in : sold the 
show this week te Monarch Foods, 
which will he a ye 1 
po ne mas ein yas’ er- 
noons. coe 


last season 


holder. Godirey; 4 a major. sack 


It’s Sil FS of CBS 


Frank Sinatra, who checks off 
CBS television this month, may re- 
turn in the fall with a new pro- 


gram.. 

CBS has lined up a potential new 
sponsor who is interested in bank- 
rolling the singer. As a result, it 
has received an extension of the 
July 24 expiration date on its ex- 








clusive pact with Sinatra until the 
deal is finalized, 


—+ Fight 


half - hour} @ 


weekly series po 2 of taped | | 
‘| clips of Arthur , 


by Hi-V frozen fruit. juices, in| U. of 


over color television, 
which has been confined until now 
to arguments over superiority of 
the various systems involved, may 
soon shake down into actual com- 
petition among color programs. 
NBC, which is net yet permitted 
to air TV on a commercial basis, 
is nonetheless planning a stream of 
color programs to com mpete with 
the projected color schedule of 
CBS, which has been authorized by 
the FCC to go commercial with its 
color. 

NBC, to that end, has assigned 
Ernest Walling, national TV pro- 
gtam director, to devote his full 
time henceforth te building pro- 
grams for color video. Leonard 
Hole, web’s TV production man- 
ager, takes over Walling’s former 
duties on a temporary basis. Ex- 
actly what NBC has in mind for 
Walling has not been revealed, but 
it’s believed certain that the web 
will use its color programming 4s 
a major factor in the anti-CBS tint 
campaign being led by its parent 
company, RCA. 

NBC is expected to program 
color using either RCA’s dot se- 
quential system, or the contem- 
plated new composite system pro- 
posed by the National TV Coler 
Systems committee. Both of these 
bear the claim of compatibility, 
meaning that present black-and- 
white setowners will be able to 
}Spick them up on their present sets 
in monochrome sans the need for 
any adapters. To receive them in 
color, of course, setowners would 
need converters. 

It’s believed that if NBC and/or 
RCA can convince the public that 
it can produce compatible color, 
then that would go a long way to- 
wards taking the steam out of CBS 
sails. In addition, the experience 


increasing in-| gained in programming color on a 


steady basis ‘ would bulwark 


more | NBC/RCA when it pitches to the 


FCC for new hearings on a com- 
mercial okay of its system. NBC 
is @xpected to air its. color pro- 
grams at the same time that CBS 
is on a tint schedule, which would 


and date e night. 


AB BC-TV Peddling 
- Uof P. at 506 








all eight home grid games of the 
for $750,000. 
‘This is the second year that the 
web has Page exclusive network TV 


rights to university’s es 
from ‘ Yronkith Field, . adel 
Teams which are scheduled to 


visit the Pennsylvania eleven (al- 
though some have indicated they 
may cancel out) are Calif 

Dartmouth, Princeton, Navy, Wil- 
liam & Mary, Army and Cornell. 
ABC’s research department will 
cooperate with Penn in studying 
‘the effects of televising the games 
and the web will air information 
about the educational facilities of 
the university and its opponents 





during the games, 








be in the marnings, early evenings 


ABC-TV is offering a package of 
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Y &R Scores Homer on Keik 


The trade this week was discussing what will probably be re- 


membered as the “neatest TV trick of the year.” 


It concerns the 


manner in which Young &* Rubicam and General Foods, miffed 


over the way in which the video 


version of “Aldrich Family” was 


pulled from under their feet in the show’s resale to Campbell Soup 
at a reported hike.in price of $10,000, grabbed off three of the 
program's major components in building a new situation comedy 


for GF as a replacement. . 


Somewhere along the line, it appears, William Morris agency, 
which packages “Aldrich,” failed to insure the continuance of 
Jackie Kelk, the show’s perennial “Homer,” and the longtime 


brace of writers, Ed Jurist and Norman Tokar. 


All of them show 


up on the new Y & R program, tabbed “Young Mr. Buttons,” which 
tees off for General Foods on Aug. 26 in the Sunday night 7:30 to 
8 slot on NBC-TV, Both the writers and Kelk, as result, will be 
among those missing when “Aldrich” resumes under the Campbell 


Soup banner. 


William Morris agency reportedly blew its.tep when it learned 
of the switch in allegiance, but found it was at an apparent loss 


to do anything about it. 














Bartley Strong 


Contender for FCC 


Post as Hennock Is Named Judge 


Washington, June 12. 

FCC Commissioner Frieda Hen- 
nock was nominated yesterday (11) 
by President Truman to be New 
York State’s first woman federal 
judge, She was chosen to fill a va- 
cancy in the Southern District 
Court created by the retirement of 
Judge Alfred C. Coxe. 

Miss Hennock, who was born in 
Poland 46 years ago, was the first 
woman to become a member. of the 
FCC. Prior to joining the agency 
three years ago, she was a practic- 
ing lawyer in New York City. 

It is expected that her nomina- 
tion will be confirmed by the 
Senate within a few weeks, follow- 
ing routine consideration by the 
Senate Judiciary Committee. Sen- 
ate procedure requires that notice 
of hearing be published in the Con- 
gressional Record a week in ad- 
vance, to afford opportunity to 
anyone wishing to testify. 

Speculation as to Miss Hennock’s 
successor, covered a wide choice of 
candidates. It was copsidered like- 
ly that strong pressure wéuld be 
applied by the Democrats to ap- 
point a woman and preferably 
some one from New York or Penn- 
sylvania. With Miss Hennock out 
of the picture, no eastern state, 
aside from Maine, is represented 
on the Commission. ; 

’ Considered a strong contender 
is Robert T. Bartley, administrative 
aide to speaker of the House Sam 
Rayburn (D., Tex.). Bartley at one 
time was associated with the 
Yankee Network and held a posi- 
tion with the NAB. 

other possibility is Edward 
Cooper, administrative aide to 
Senate Majority Leader Ernest 
McFarland (D., Ariz.) and former 
communications assistaat to Chair- 
mah Edward C. Johnson (D., Col.) 
of the Senate Interstate Commerce 
Committee. ‘ 

Other names mentioned for the 
post are FCC general counsel 
Benedict P. Cottone and Theodore 
Granik, attorney and moderator of 
the “American Forum of the Air” 


(NRC). 
, 


Godfrey Preems 


Arthur Godfrey was named yes- 
terday (Tues.) to tee off CBS color 
programming as star of an hour- 


long variety show scheduled for 
the 4:30 to 5:30 p.m. slot June 25. 








Program, in which a number of in- ; 


dustry leaders will also participate, 
will mark the start of tint pro- 
gramming by the web on a regu- 
larly-scheduled basis, made possi- 
ble by the recent Supreme Court 
decision upholding the FCC’s com- 
mercial okay on the CBS system. 

Following the preem show, CBS 
will embark on a fullscale seven- 
days-per-week schedule, transmit- 
ting tint shows in both the morn- 
ings and afternoons. While spe- 
cific programming plans have yet 
to be mapped out, the web plans 
to air all types of shows,‘ 


‘ 
| 


,% 
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Spade Cooley CBS Show 


CBS has signed Spade Cooley 
for a one-weekly, hour-long west- 
ern radio show, effective July 13. 

It goes into the Friday night 
period heing vacated by “Songs 
for Sale,” which in turn becomes 
a Saturday night AM-TV simul- 
cast. 


Cancel Bill Stern 
After 12 Years; 
Weigh Day, Judy 


It’s one down and possibly two 
more to go in Colgate’s sweeping 
reappraisal of its radio-television 
programming, involving a several 
miliion dollar layout in the ’51-’52 
programming sweepstakes. Com- 
pany served notice Friday (8) that 
it was cancelling out on the Bill 
Stern Friday night NBC radio 
show, after a 12-year “run” for the 
— — 

s of the Colgate-sponsored 
Dennis Day and Judy Canova 
shows, the brace of Saturday night 
back-to-back NBC attractions, 
still in the laps of the gods, with 
Colgate holding off on a decision 
for a couple more wéeks. — 

The possible three-way Colgate 
radio lopoff would add up to one 
of the severest blows dealt NBC 
since the cutback era set in. 

Meanwhile, Colgate and NBC are 
still wrestling with the Sunday 
night NBC “Comedy Hour” video 
contract for next season. Questions 
of coin and commitment of stars 
are the major factors holding up 
the renewal. 


CBS-TV Science Fiction 
Series as Tues. Answer 
To Berle’s Moppet Pull? 


CBS-TV, which has tried sev- 
eral times to program a major 
show opposite Milton Berle’s “Tex- 
aco Star Theatre” on the rival 
NBC web, may be in there pitch- 
ing again this fail. CBS sales 


execs are currently pitching the 
Tuesday night at 8 slot to several 
interested bankrollers, with Amer- 
ican Grocers Assn. among the pros- 


pects. ‘ 

Web claims it will wait for a 
definite time order on the period 
before lining up a program, but 
it’s known that one of those un- 
der consideration is a top-budget- 
ed science fiction series. With the 
current interest in scientification, 
CBS hopes it will be able to lure 
away from Berle the moppet and 
teenage viewers who flock to Tues- 
day at 8 on NBC-TV. 

CBS-TV’s most recent attempt 
to snare Berle’s audience occurred 
last season, when the web aired 











here hour-long dramatic series on 
alternate Tuesdays at 8. 


ai 
as 


NAMED TO SOARD 


Industry speculation was rife 
this week on the new “modus 
operandi” for the CBS organiza- 
tional structure in the wake of to- 
day’s. (Wed.) meeting of the 
Hytron Corp. stockholders, when 
the official nod will be given on 
converting the — newly-acquired 
manufacturing company into a di- 
vision. of CBS. 


That a drastic reshuffle within 
the Columbia. structural frame- 
work is in the cards has long been 
speculated upon, with the Hytron 
“go ahead” today expected to 
erystallize ‘the new blueprint. Ex- 
pectations are that Frank Stanton, 
president of CBS, will move into 
a new operational sphere as head 
of the overall holding company. 

Thus far it’s been established 
that Harry Ackerman, CBS pro- 
duction chieftain on the Coast, 
will reassume his status as a vee- 
pee in heading up the entire 
Coast operation, including AM-TV 
programming, and taking over the 
Coast executive reins from Howard 
Meighan, who returns east to re- 
join the 20th floor echelon of vee- 
pees. (It’s recalled that a year ago 
Ackerman relinquished his v.p. 
chevrons in order to share in an 
equity on shows he developed. 
Under his new v.p. status Acker- 
man foregoes such an equity.) 

As the outgrowth of today’s 
Hytron stockholder “green light” 
on the CBS acquisition, four new 
directors will take their place on 
the Columbia board. These include 
Bruce A. Coffin, head of Hytron, 
who becomes president of the 
Hytron Radio-Electronic Co. (until 
today it was ‘a corporation, but 
the “corp.” is being dropped to 
permit its integration into CBS as 
a division of the overall setup); 
Lloyd H. Coffin, brother of Bruce 
and also associated with Hytron; 
Fred L. Chapman, executive vice- 
president-treasurer of Barrett, Her- 
rick & Co., investment firm; and 
David H. Cogan, president of Air 
King Products Co., a subsidiary of 
Hytron, who henceforth becomes 
prexy of a separate subsidiary 
corporation to be called CBS-Co- 
lumbia Inc., which will engage in 
the manufacture of sets. 

Meighan resumes his ex-20th 
floor status of top-level veepees 
along with Joseph H. Ream, Larry 


is | Lowman, Adrian-Murphy and Dan- 
Selznick 


iel O’Shea, ex-David ©. 
top aide, who joined the web some 
months back, 


CBS, Mutual Still 
Show 51 Gains 
Despite increasing evidence that 
the major networks are due for a 
drastic tobogganing in billings 


when the new fall season preems 
in the wake of wholesale cancel- 








Friday 7:30 p.m. slot on ABC-TV 
for “Say. It With Acting,” charade 
quiz with Bud Collyer and Maggi 
MecNellis which had formerly been 
on NBC-TV. 

Show starts Aug. 3 and will run 
for five straight weeks, after which 
it will alternate with Green 
Giant’s “Life With Linkletter,” re- 
turning from summer hiatus Sept. 
7. Both Brown Shoe and Green 
‘Giant are handled by Leo Burnett 
’ agency. Z 








ANEW DIRECTORS Tinta Cancels Out Sam Levenson 


TV Show m Claiming CBS Runaround 


+> 





Now It Can Be Told 


Agreement by which NBC 
grabbed off a renewal on the 
U. S. Steel sponsayship of 
“Theatre Guild of the Air” for 
next season—at a time when it 
looked as though CBS would 
cop the $1,500,000 in annual 
billings—was brought to light 
last week, 

Factor in the steel .com- 
pany’s decision to retain the 
Sunday night 8:30 to 9:30 
slot, it is said, was the net- 
work’s ~ assurance that “The 
Big Show” ‘would not be 
lopped off next season. “Big 
Show,” which goes into the 
preceding 6:30 to 8 period, 
represented a $1,000,000 out- 
lay last season, with the web 
only getting a portion of the 
nut back through its incorpo- 
ration in the “Operation Tan- 
dem” sales formula. 


RWG Asks FCC 
To Intervene In 
AM-TV ‘Blacklist 


Radio’ Writers Guild last week 
asked the FCC to examine the ra- 
dio and television industries with 
the aim of eliminating “blacklist- 
ing.” Move follows reports that 
discrimination against actors, di- 
rectors and scripters with alleged 
“Red” links has been increasing. 

In a letter to the FCC, RWG 
prez Ira Marion claimed that an in- 
creasing number of members are 
citing instances of “unfair employ- 
ment ‘practices by some sponsors, 
advertising agencies and networks.”’ 
He called on the Commission be- 
cause “the broadcasters are licensed 
only” and “must operate under 
Federal law as public services.” 

Marion said, “The loyalty ques- 
tionnaire and morals clause which 
CBS is demanding of employees, 
including writers, are a flagran 
violation of the basic and inalien- 
able personal rights of privacy and 
freedom of belief. They are in no 
way justified in the interests of 
national security because all writ- 
ten material is very thoroughly 
screened before being approved for 
broadcast. Moreover, an employ- 
er’s blacklist is rapidly evolving, 
based on the privately_ published 
pamphlet, ‘Red Channels’. . . The 

- + (Continued on page 42) 


Morgan Agency Sues 
For $2,500,000; Claims. 
Promotion Idea Lifted 


’ June 12. 








o 





unfair 
invasion of plaintiff's rights and 
property, reduced value of prop- 
erty and impaired rights to use 
and license of plan. 

Morgan Agency charges B&B re- 
quested lowdown on promotion 
plan used by Folger Coffee, a Mor- 
gan client, so it could be’ licensed 
for use by Maxwell House (Gen- 
eral Foods) a B&B client. Plan 
was to be used in markets where 
Folgers is not sold, at stipulated 
price. 

Complaint says plan was appro- 
priated and used in Folger terri- 
tory, without payment. Promotion 
is called doorbell ringing plan in 


where, if housewife can produce a 
can of brand coffee named, she 





| cized by Morgan on newscasts and 
other programs. 


—_— 


7 


which calls are made at homes | riod 


pliances. Plan was widely publi- | Tums 


Tintair (Bymart Corp.) notified 
CBS last Friday that it was cancel- 
ling the Sam Levenson CBS show 
as of June 30 and indicated that 
henceforth it wants no dealings 
with the network, which would also 
leave as a Columbia casualty the 
;pullout of Tintair’s “Somerset 
Maugham Theatre” radio show on 
Saturday morning. 

Martin Strauss, Tintair founder 
and boss man, claims the run- 
around he got from the network 
in trying to resolve a new time 
slot for’ Levenson exceeded any- 
thing he had ever experienced in 
his multiple dealings with the webs 
through the years. 
| With a multi-million’ AM-TV 
budget, which also includes spon- 
sorship of the “Somerset Maugham 
TV Theatre,” Strauss this week 
was negotiating for other web 
properties, including possible pick- 
up of a large segment of the NBC- 
TC “Saturday Night Revue.” 

Situation. between Tintair and 
CBS reaclitd a climactic showdown 
last weekend when the network 
notified Strauss that it couldn’t de- 
liver the Wednesday at 9 video seg- 
ment to Tintair for a switchover 
of the Levenson show from Satur- 
day ‘night at 7. Previously, it had 
been, Strauss’ understanding that - 
the agreement had“been finalized. 
CBS, however, pointed out that 
| Colgate had an option on the 
period, for a possible slotting of 
“Mr. and Mrs. North” or some 
other property. It’s understood 
\that CBS had delivered the option 
jon the choice Wednesday night 
time segment to Colgate in the 
|hopes of wooing some of the Col- 
gate radio biz in the wake of the 
| Bill Stern NBC cancellation and 
| the uneasy status of the Judy Ca- 
‘nova and Dennis Day NBC stanzas. 
| Tintair originally had the 
| Wednesday at 9 CBS-TV time when 
|it was sponsoring the Somerset 
Maugham video dramatics on that 
web before. switching over to 
NBC. But Strauss contends the 
period was yanked from under him 
when Columbia turned the time 
over to Wildroot for its “Charlie 
Wild” TV show, with Columbia in 
return grabbing off Wildroot’s AM 
version from NBC at the same 
time. Cancellation of the twe 
Wildroot shows once again opened 
up the W at 9 TV time. 
Strauss put in a bid for the time 
for the Levenson show after re- 


Wildroot Sticks 
To AM With ‘FBP 


Wildroot, via BBD&O agency, 
has had a change of heart on its 
radio programming budget and is 
sticking with CBS, picking up the 
15-minute segment of the “FBI in 
Peace and War” Thursday night 
show which Procter & Gamble re- 
cently dropped. 

Wildroot has been bankrolling 








t| both the radio and TV versions of 


“Charlie Wild” on Columbia, but 
decided to cancel out on both. It 
moves into “FBI” on July 5, week 
after “Wild” goes off AM. 

General Mills is continuing spon- 
sorship of the remaining 15 min- 
utes of “FBI.” 


TUMS DICKERS FOR 
RMA’ SPONSORSHIP 


Tums was reported near the ink- 
ing stage this week to buy “My 
Friend Irma” on the CBS web for 
next season. “Irma” was dropped 
recently by Lever Bros. (Pepso- 
dent), which is retaining the Mon- 
day night time on CBS. following 
“Lux Theatre.” “Irma,” however, 
may be switched to a Sunday pe- 





__ Pepsodent paid $8000 for 
“Irma” last season, but the show 
is being offered thif year at $5,000. 
wes .sponsor of the late 





Fanny Brice’s “Baby Snooks” show 
on NBC, . , 
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FORD FOUNDATION, NAnTB TO SET Ul - 


TV-RADIO 


Washington, June 12. 

Plans for establishment of an 
‘experimental workshup as a co- 
operative project of the Ford Foun- 
dation and the TV broadcasting 
industry to develop “more cultur- 
ally mature programming” were | 
revealed here yesterday by Harold 
E. Fellows, prexy of the National 
Assn. of Radio-Television Broad- 
casters. 

Fellows announced that he is; 
laying the proposal before NARTB 
members and that he is confident | 
the majority will support the plan. 

As outlined in a letter to Fellows 
from James W. Young, consultant 
to the Foundation on mass com- 
munications, the project, to be 
known as the Television and Radio | 
Workshop, “would undertake to 
produce, probably on film, pro- 
grams with a content in line with | 
the Foundation’s purposes, but 
aimed with all the technical skill 
possible at securing substantial au- 
diences.” 

The Workshop would then re- 
quest stations to broadcast the 
programs at’ periods which would 
develop audience-building poten- 
tialities, with time to be furnished 
by the broadcaster. The programs 
would then be made available for 
sponsorship at costs to cover ex- 
penses of the Workshop, which 
would continue production of the 
programs. The Workshop would 
operate on a non-profit basis. 

Estimating that commercial TV 
will eventually be spending a bil- 
‘ lion dollars a _year for time and 
talent, Young expressed the view 
“that whatever specialized uses for 
TV may be found outside this 
(commercial) stream, the key prob- 
lem to which the Ford Foundation 
should address itself is how to 
work within this stream to best 
promote the Foundation’s purposes. 
And it is further my view that 
there are many if not most com- 
mercial broadcasters who have a 
deep sense of social responsibility 
for the use of this powerful new 
medium which harmonizes with the 
Foundation’s objectives.” 

He therefore suggested*that the 
Foundation, station owners and net- 
works “enter into a cooperative, 
experimental operation to see what 
contribution can be made within 
the stream of commercial broad- 
casting to a better level of educa- 
tional, informative, and more cul- 
turally mature programming.” 

Fellows, in reply, told Young 
the NARTB-TV Board was “in- 
tensely interested” in the Work- 
shop proposal and feels that “this 
approach has every possibility of 
roving an extremely fruitful one.” 

e ex the board’s belief 
that the majority of stations will go 
along “wholeheartedly.” 


ABC Grabs MBS 





Kellogg Billgs 


ABC has grabbed off a big slice 
of Mutual billings, inking Kellogg’s 
for three-half-hours weekly start- 
ing this fall. Show is “Mark 
Trail,” currently on MBS, which 
will go into ABC’s Monday, 
Wednesday and Friday lineup at 
5:30-6 p.m. effective Oct. 1. Biz, 
signed through Kenyon & Eck- 
hardt agency, means added gross 
billings of about $20,000 weekly for 
ABC. Kellogg’s “Victor Borge 
Show” and “Clyde Beatty” remain 
on Mutual. 

ABC is now going after “Sky 
King,” which Derby-Swift Foods 
has on Mutual in the Tuesday and 
Thursday *periods. Pitch will be 
made that “Sky King’s” support on 
the alternate days has been with- 
drawn, and that Swift (which has 
part of ABC’s “Breakfast Club) 
can benefit from a move to ABC 
by taking advantage of contiguous 
rates. In the daytime, contiguous 
rate discount applies to any spon- 
sor with several shows, even 
though they are not back to back. 

In television, Kellogg has “Tom 
Corbett, Space Cadet” on ABC- 
TV. ales results of the airer, 
which are described as “phenome- 
mal,” has cued Kellogg to put 
heavier promotion behind it and 
an increase in the number of out- 
lets is being mulled. A “Space 
Cadet” newspaper is being mailed 
to viewers for 6c, in stamps. 





: ERIMENTAL WORKSHOP 





Plotkin Resigns FCC 


Washington, June 12. 

Harry Plotkin, assistant general 
counsel of the FCC, has resigned 
effective today (Tues.) to: join the 
Washington legal firm of Arnold, 
| Portas & Porter. 
| Firm, which includes former 
FCC commissioner Paul Porter, is 
| reported likely to represent ABC 
and United Paramount Theatres 
before the Commission in dealings 
on their proposed merger. In that 
| case, AB-PT would have two for- 
mer FCC’ers in its legal bullpen. 

Plotkin, who has been with the 
FCC for nearly 12 years, until re- 
| cently was assistant genera: coun- 
sel in charge of broadcastii.g, but 
remained with the general coun- 
sel’s office when the broadcast bu- 
reau was established in the recent 
| revamp of the FCC. He played sn 





| important role in the color TV} 


Back to Chi For 
NARTB in ‘2 


Washington, June 12. 

It’s Chicago again for the 1952 
NARTB convention. Turning down 
bids made by New York ard other 
cities, the association’s board of 
directors last week voted unani- 
mously to return to the Stevens 
Hotel in the Windy City in early 
April. 

In other actions the board: 


1. Instructed NARTB to keep 
watch on efforts to restrict or ban 
sports broadcasts and to proffer its 
services to organized baseball to- 
ward working out intra-industry 
problems. 


2. Authorized Board Chairman 
Justin Miller to oppose passage of 
the Benton bill before the Senate 
to establish a Presidential advisory 
board for the FCC to look into 
pit standards of TV sta- 
tions. 


3. Adopted a policy for careful 
screening of applicants for asso- 
ciate membership. 

4. Received a report from its sta- 
tion relations department that 101 
active members were brought into 
the fold as a result of a campaign 
during the seven-month period pre- 
ceding June 1. 

5. Decided that NARTB would 
not be the proper organization to 
undertake an analysis of audience 
measurement techniques aid ex- 
pressed hope that a suitable group 
will Sarg Be t recommendations for 
such < tale wy the Special Test 

mmittee. 





Survey Co 
In a ite meeting, the 
NARTB - board authorized 


George B. Storer, chairman of its 
finance committee, tc proceed with 
the formation of an “all-TV indus- 
committee” to protect TV 
broadcasters on excess profits tax 
legislation. 

At a luncheon meeting the full 
board had as its guest Chairman 
b ran C. Johnson (D., Colo.) of the 

Senate Interstate Commerce Com- 
mittee, who discussed his bill to 
exempt baseball and other organ- 
ized sports from anti-trust laws. 


CLEVE. SPONSOR WANTS 
ONLY A FEW TV VIEWERS 


Cleveland, June 12. 





a sponsor 
for a weekly 15-minute. stanza who 
wants only 1,000 viewers. 

Sponsor is Pioneer Radio Supply 
Co. of Cleveland, which is taking 
the 8:45 a.m. Friday stint to reach 
sets in the shops of TV servicemen, 
who will get the latest information 
on industry equipment and 
supplies. WEWS regular sign-on 
time is 9 a.m, 

Robert Vendeland, lecturer and 
instructor, will conduct the pro- 
2ram, with TV manufacturers 
agreeing to put their technicians 
in front of the cameras as guests. 

President of Pioneer, Herbert J. 
Farr, Jr., says this format should 
be “more economical in reaching 
servicemen with latest develop- 
tents than mailing pieces, lec- 
tures, individual visits, etc,” 











| As CASS —=~S:«MONICA, 
FRANKLIN and MOORE 


Currently appearing 
Detroit Athletic Club, 
July 8th (second appearance) 
Ed Sullivan Toast of the Town 
July 26 (4 weeks) Blue Room 
Roosevelt Hotel, New Orleans 
Just concluded:: Statler, Detroit 
Capitol Theatre, Washington 
Direction M.C.A. 


Chi AM's Big Play 
For Client Com On 
Video-Free Hours 


Chicago, June 12. 

Late evening listeners are hear- 
ing a lot of new voices as several 
of the Windy City AM stations are 
revamping their late night and 
post-midnight programming. The 
video-free wee hours are shaping 
up as lucrative coin producers for 
the radio time merchants and the 
program chiefs are devoting more 
and more attention to their swing 
and graveyard shifts. 

Also, with many industrial plants 
in the Chi-area now working 
around the clock because of the 
upbeat in military orders, the ranks 
of the usual stay-up-lates have 
been swelled by nighttime workers. 

WGN preemed a late evening re- 
mote Monday (11) from Nemets 
Loop eatery with Louie Quinn han- 
dling the interviews and the disks. 
Session, aired Mondays through 
Saturdays in the 11:30 p.m. to 
12:30 am. period, is patterned 
after Quinn’s Gotham airer from 
the Copacabana. 


Station’s post midnight disk mara- 
thon gets a face lifting June 24 


Detroit 





Hogan will emcee the show with 
: a slice 
and the balance 


taken over the piloting of the six- 
times weekly show aired in the 
11:30 p.m. to 1 a.m. slot. 
Meanwhile WIND’s perennial 
post-midnight “Night Watchman” 
show, with Larry Berrill at the 
mike and turntable, keeps ro 
along. Ditto for WBBM’s 
at Midnight” 
Nelson. “ 


“Matinee 
handled by Carl 















‘Pause’ That Refreshes 


Morton Downey’s Sat 
Coca-Cola is being ‘cance 
June 30. 


cell 


at Ga radio show on 
when present saint expires 
However, the show’s exit by no eddie daruikadtan tot 


CBS for 


singer’s relationship with the soft drink company. 

Not generally known is fact that Downey has a non-performing 
agreement with Coca-Cola which projects him as something in the 
nature of a good will ambassador and public relations emissary for 
the company, entirely exclusive of his talents as a singer-emcee. 

There has been increasing evidence of such type deals in radio. 


and television. 


Ed Sullivan recently pacted a similar type agree- 


ment with Lincoln-Mercury for his services as a “super salesman” 
and junketing emissary in establishing relations with dealers, cus- 


tomers, etc. 





Kefauver Wants Congress Hearings 
Widely Teeveed; 5 Also Q.&A. Periods 





Ross, Meredith in Choir 


Mutual’s Lanny Ross and actor 
Burgess Meredith, who .as_ kids 
sang with the boys’ choir of the 
Cathedral of St. John the Divine, 
N. Y., will rejoin the group on 
Sunday (17). 

Celebs will help celebrate the 
choir’s 50th anni. 


WNBC 206 Whly. 
Coke Windfall 

WNBC, New York, has grabbed 
off the lion’s share of billings from 
Coca-Cola of N.Y., local bottler 
as distingyished from the parent 
outfit in Georgia. Gross inked by 
WNBT alone comes to about $20,- 
000 weekly. Drive is probably the 
largest expenditure by a local soft 
drink firm in the Gotham area. 

On WNBT local Coke company 
has bought a 15-minute strip at 
6 p.m., into which it will probably 
put “Rootie Kazootie” for the juve 
market. On Saturday at 89 p.m., 
reclaimed from the network for. 
the summer, “Double C Ranch,” 
using western films, willbe di- 
rected at teenagers. For the adults 
Coke has bought a heavy sked of 
participations in the Kathi Norris, 
Josephine McCarthy and Ben 
Grauer cross-the-board programs. 

WNEC got the only AM share of 
the campaign, with Coke buying a 
piece of the outlet’s “Chain Light- 
ning” participation package — in- 
volving over $2,500 a week. 

Deal was handled by William 
Esty agency which is now servicing 
the local bottler. Previously the 
N.Y. account was handled by 
D’Arcy, which retains the perent 
company’s billings. 

On WCBS-TV, N. Y. Coke bought 
“Sheriff Bob Dixon.” 








‘NBC Mulling Boyer To 


Fan Femme Soaper Flame 


In the face of the recent down- 
beat attitude of sponsors toward 
soap operas, as evidenced by Gen- 
eral Foods’ cancellation of “Portia 
Faces. Life” and “When a Girl 
Marries,” NBC will try on its own 
to give the daytime serial an audi- 
ence hypo. 

Network is planning to. revive 
“Thanks for Tomorrov’,” a soaper 
that did summer duty a couple 


seasons back, and install Charles | vising of 


by 
NBC hopes that Boyer’s will 
rekindle femme interest in 


UAW Folds Cleve. FMer 


Cleveland, June 12. 
wcuo, the United Auto Work- 
ers’ CIO-FM station, will go off the 
air Friday, just 14 days before its 
second birthday. 
Announcing suspension of ged 
tions, manager Ralph Wallace in- 
dicated that indifference of the 





- | listening public, as well as indiffer- 
‘manufacturers 


ence of and broad- 
casters, are responsible for the 
closing out of the FM station. 

With the folding of WCUO, the 
third FM’er to close in this area, 
only WBOE, the Board of Educa- 
tion FM. station remains. 


Others 
to have closed include WLAL and. 


WEWS. The five FM sta- 


remaining 
lling | tions duplicate their AM program- 


ming. 
WCUO had been operating seven 


days .a week from 3-to 10:15 p.m. ‘sales impact. ~ 


Washington, June 12. 

Sen. Estes Kefauver (D., Tenn.), 
former chairman of the Senate 
Crime Committee, advocated last 
week that “as many Congressional 
hearings as possible” be televised 
and that cabinet members also ap- 
pear before the cameras in fort- 
nightly question and answer pe- 
riods before Congress. 

Testifying before the Senate Ex- 
penditures Committee, which is 
studying changes in legislative pro- 
cedures, Kefauve: touched on the 
recent crime hearings. “The re- 
markable thing about the interest 
television stirred up regarding the 
hearings of our Crime Investigat- 
ing Committee,” he said, “was that 
the public was interested in what 
our Committee was doing. 

“We tried to avoid showmanship. 
There was no deterring of Commit- 
tee plans, no rearranging of sched- 
ules to benefit the fe aren me SS 
viewing audience. We 
exactly as we would have, Thad there 
been no cameras present. This, to 
my mind, means that 30, hs 
American people were inte 
in the actual functions of their 
Government.” 

Kefauver said he feels that, with 
the aid of TV, Government should 
become more and more “by the 
people.” Television, he said, “‘pro- 
vides an excellent medium through 
which almost facsimile presentation 
of governmental events may be 
communicated. The better in- 
formed our people become, the bet- 
ter governed they will be.” 

Senator advocated a code of pro- 
cedure for conduct of Congres- 
sional hearings, with equal access 
provided, subject to physical limi- 
tations, to radio, » newsreels, 
press and other media for cover- 
age of the deliberations. 


However, he suggested, “it should 
be the 


view of Congressional 
in five years, plans to further ex- 
plore the TV question at hearings 
Friday (15). The Committee expects 
to receive testimony on the tele- 
Congressional debates and 
constitutional questions involved in 

witnesses to testify be- 
fore the TV camera. 





| ABC-TV to Hike 


0&0 Station Rates 


oe NBC-TV to raise rates on 
owned-and-operated outlets: on 
July 1 and CBS-TV.to make a simi- 
lar move on Sept. 1, ABC-TV’s 
0-and-o oe will hike evening 
rates on Aug. 1. ABC’s boost. 
New York is 29% and in San Firan- 
cisco 41%. 
WJZ-TYV, N. Y., moves from’ $3,- 
100 to $4,000; WENR- 
KECA-TV, 


TV, Detroit, 

$1,100 to $1,380; and KGO-TV, 
from $600 te $850. 

Hike is in line with increasing 


number of TV sets and the 
per-thousand viewers is 
decreasing, according to Sloc 
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3 great years 
- and still the 
|| ‘TOAST OF THE TOWN’ 
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Perfect Performance! | 


* The Mercury 
* The Lincoln 





* Ed Sullivan | 
* The Toast of the Town 


* Harvey Stone 
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A 
TOAST 
TO MY 
HAPPY 
BARITONE 


MIMI BENZELL 


Personal Management: JACK BERTELL 











June 11, 1951 





Dear Ed: 


To us, the number "three" has always been 
a signpost of "All good ahead." 


Understandingly, therefore, ye rejoice 
with you on this, your third anniversary 
with Lincoln-Mercury. 


With grateful thanks from all of us who 
watch your wonderful shows, we 

send our good wishes for continued 
success for the next three, X three, X 
three ad infinitum years. 


Cordially,. 


Fam & betty 


The Jan Augusts 






















It was wonderful doing my first 





Television appearance on “Toast 
of the Town” with vou, and the 


several times since then. 
Here's wishing you continued 


ce Sr eter HES CE 
Pen apes 
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" success... 
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Frankie Laine | | 



























~ Carmen Cavallaro 














Dear Ed, 


It was a pleasure 
appearing on your 
great TV Show— 
“Toast of the Town” 





SULLIVAN 
“Toast of the » HH GAUDSMIT 


BROS. ° 


BOW WO 











JOAN HOLLOWAY 


Representative ; Personal Management 
JACK LENNY JACK BERTELL 























We Salute 


ED SULLIVAN’S 


“Toast of the Town” 
and His Three Great Years on CBS-TV 


... 1 Wasa Pleasure to Have 
Appeared with Him on Four 
Occasions . ee 


* Now Appearing 
Lou Walter’s LATIN QUARTER 
, NEW YORK 


Management MUSIC CORP. OF AMERICA 











Victor Borge 





Host of the Town’ 
Toast from Your Clown 


To the . 
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vuluting a Top TV Show 


Ed Sullivan's “Toast of the Town” 


MOLLY PICON 


WM. saneae sauncY 

















| _ IT’S—A ONE—A TWO—A THREE—HOPE YOU HAVE MANY MORE 
YOU MAY WELL BOAST OF 


‘TOAST OF THE TOWN 


Here We Are Again, Doctor — 


| | SMITH and DALE 


I’M ROUND AS AN APPLE 

. AS BUSY ASA BEE... 
LOOK AT BROADWAY OPEN HOUSE 
ON NBC-TV AND SEE 


JACK E.. LEONARD 


“THAT'S ME 


Salute to ED SULLIVAN ; Management—MATTY ROSEN 



































Dear ED SULLIVAN 


_NOW YOU CAN SMILE _ 
JAN MURRAY 


Personal Management—JACK. BERTELL 











A Salute to: 
Ed Sullivan—a wonderful . 
guy—you'’ve been wonderful 


to me. 





“PINKY LEE 








































Congratulations 


ED SULLIVAN 


AND HIS ENTIRE STAFF 





on the completion of 


the third successful year 
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KENYON & ECKHARDT, INC. 





‘ BADIO-TELEVISION 
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- Horgenthan 3d Sees Europe TV Boom 
Tn Offing, Using 625-Line System 





By BERT BRILLER 


European television is on the 
threshold of its big boom, if war 
doesn’t forestall it, and.the stand- 
ard most likely to be adopted is a 
625-line, 50-frames-per-second sys- 
tem. While that differs from the 
525-line, 60 - frames - per - second 
standards of U.S. video, it is com- 
patible for present American tele 
sets (after a minor initial adjust- 
ment) and could provide a market 
for Yankee receivers, it’s reported 
by Henry Morgenthau 3d, producer 
of Eleanor Roosevelt’s NBC-TV 
program. Morgenthau also super- 
vised Mrs. Roosevelt's show abroad 
using facilties of the British Broad- 
casting Corp. and-Television Diffu- 
sion Francai during her recent 
trip and inspected TV setups in 
other countries. 

The International Telecommuni- 
cations Commission at Geneva, 
Morgenthau reports, feels that TV 
on the Continent is set for a rapid 
development on a 625-line basis, 
except for Britain and France 
which have already invested 
heavily in their own systems. ITC 
is planning a conference in Stock- 
holm this fall which may set TV 
standards and allocate channels, 
along the lines of the Copenhagen 
.conference for radio. 

Doubtful About Color 

Morgenthau feets that CBS’ plan 
to get European video rolling on 
Columbia’s color, system won’t bear 
fruit. He feels that because of ex- 
penses, the Continent can’t afford 
colorcasting at present. While 
there’s a potential market for U.S. 
receivers, dollar shortage in Eu- 
rope may be a big obstacle to im- 
porting Yank sets. 


Switzerland, Morgenthau § said, 
has a 625-line TV station in Lau- 
sanne. The country, which has 
available capital, expects a sizable 
video expansion and may beam 
commercial tele shows on an in- 
‘ternational scale, similar to the 
blanketing activities of Radio 
Luxembourg. 


In the Allied zones of Germany 
experimental telecasting on a 625- 
line standard has started from 
Hamburg, which eventually will be 
the hub of a.fourxify network. The 
Germans are making all their own 
equipment, and the occupation au- 
thorities have given the green 
light to TV. Trizonia is competing 
with the Russians, who also use 
the 625-line system and are experi- 
menting with it in eastern Ger- 
many. 

The Netherlands is ready to 
start videocasting on 625-line basis, 
with Phillips of Eindhoven, big 
electrical trust, giving it a push. 
Phillips, which had large pre-war | 4 cher 
foreign markets, has hopes of ex- 
regan its sales and is providing 

ee equipment to build Holland’s 
TV as a showcase. Equipment is 


(Continued on page 39) 


RCA Tube Plant Unveiled 
In Cincy by Web Brass 
As Memorial to Wilson 


Cincinnati, June 12. 
New RCA Victor tube plant here 
was dedicated today (12) in mem- 
ory of John G. Wilson, late exec 
-vice-president, at ceremonies par- 
‘ticipated in by Cincinnati officials 
and industrial notables. 


At unveiling of plaque in Wil- 
son’s honor, Frank M. Folsom, 

president, credited him with lead- 
ine RCA into its present “pre-emi- 
nent position in the radio, tele- 
vision and electronics field.” 


Folsom and Niles Trammell, 
NBC board chairman, declined 
comment on color television, but 
Folsom claimed that RCA tubes 
would fit into any TV set eventu- 
ally made for color reception. He 
also anticipated a surge of TV set 
buying to follow the “summer 





slump brought about by uncertain- 


ty in minds of people caused by 
war and fear of war’s spread.” 


Harold A. Demooy, plant man- 
ager, said it is one of largest and 
best equipped of its kind and would 
be devoted exclusively to fabrica- 
tion of miniature and sub-minia- 
electron tubes to meet in- 
creasing demands of defense pro- 
gram and of radio, television and 
It has 


_ ture 


communications industries. 


136,000 square feet of floor space 
and is on 17-acre tract. 


(ABC-TV DICKERING NEW 
PACKAGES IN PGM. HYPO 


ABC-TV, mapping an overall 
programming hypo, is negotiating 
for several new packages. Set 
yesterday (Tues.) by tele veepee 
Alexander Stronach is a participa- 
tioner using men from the armed 
services and starring Broadway 
song-comedienne Mary McCarty. It 
will be produced by Fred Heider. 
Stronach is also talking to 
William Gargan, who has had title 
role in NBC-TV’s “Martin Kane, 
Private Eye,” about doing a 
Music Corp. of America whodunit 
for ABC-TV. Also being mulled is 
a video version of the Bernie 
Schubert package, “The Falcon.” 
Deal previously announced for Ziv 
TV Programs to lens “Falcon” as 


a vidfilm series may not go 
through. : : 
ABC-TV may also woo Dennis 


James, William Morris client cur- 
rently on DuMont, to do a morning 
strip\involving housewives. 


Blatz's 4-Show 
Splurge on ABC 


Blatz Beer is picking up the tab 
for “Blatz Reporter,” four five- 
minute news shows daily on ABC, 
starting Monday (18). That biz, 
added to the. web’s- inking of 
Kellogg’s “Mark Trail” for $20,000 
gross weekly, makes a $70,000 
weekly addition to the chain’s 
billings. 

Brewer will back four evening 
news periods, some of which will 
be devoted to sports roundups, at 
5, 7, 10 and 10:45 p.m. Over 230 
stations will be used. Pact for 52 
weeks was placed through William 
H. Weintraub, agency which a 
couple -of months back bought a 
package of. daytime newscasts, 
“Bab-O Reporter,” for T. T. Babitt 
on “Mutual. 


CBS TURNS ATTENTION 
TO BLANK VIDEO SPOTS 


CBS-TV program execs this 
week went to work on filling four 
blank spots in their summer and 
fall program lineups, with deci- 
sions on each expected before the 
end of the month. For the Friday 
night at 10:30 period, which has 
been vacated by “We Take Your 
Word,” the web is mulling the pos- 
sibility of inserting “Meet Corliss 
” for the eastern stations 
at a ast. Show is being sponsored 
in the midwest this summer by 
Kroger Grocers as replacement for 
+o Thursday night “Alan Young 


iw. 

“Corliss” or one of the other 
web house packages may also be 
slotted alternate Fridays at 10, ro- 
tating with “Live Like a Million- 
aire.” Latter show, sponsored by 
General Mills, was moved into that 
slot to replace “Star of the Fam- 
ily,” which in turn moved to Sun- 
day nights, but the alternate weeks 
are still open. Also remaining to 
be filled later thtis summer is the 
Tuesday night at 9 period, which 
is to be vacated by the “Vaughn 
Monroe Show,” sponsored by 
Camels. Ciggie outfit is checking 
out of the time and CBS has no 
plans to date for a replacement. 
Web has schedul a huddle, 
meanwhile, with Young & Rubicam 
execs to line up a show for Gen- 
eral Foods’ Monday nights at 9:30 
period in the fall, which has been 
filled until now by “Goldbergs.” 
GF has decided to drop the latter 
program, replacing it for the sum- 
mer with a Phil Baker quizzer, 
titled ““‘Who’s Who?” ~ 


Cuthbert Pacted Head Of 
N.Y. Femmes AM-TV Unit 


Metropolitan New York chapier 
of American Women in Radio and 
Television held its inaugural meet- 
ing Monday (11) night and elected 
officers. 

Margaret Cuthbert, of NBC pub- 
lic affairs, was voted president. 
Other execs are: first v.p., Agnes 
Law, CBS librarian; second v.p., 
Barbara Welles (Helen Hall), of 
WOR; secretary, Margaret Wad- 











_— 
To CBS Video Agenda 


“Gangbusters” may be the next 
television dramatic series to be 
aired partially via remote location 
by CBS. Program veepee Hubbell 
Robinson, Jr., revealed this week 
that the web has \begun experi- 
menting with “new techniques” for 
the video version of the show, 
which may include taking the 
cameras outside the studios. 

CBS recently purchased “Gang- 
busters” rights from indie pack- 
ager Phillips Lord. Radio version 
is aired Saturday nights under 
General Foods sponsorship. No cast 
has been set yet for the projected 
TV series. 


BBD&O Tests On 
Coast Pic Com|s 
May Be Pattern 


Hollywood, June 12. 
An experiment in filming tele- 
vision commercials that may serve 
as a pattern for ad agencies and ad- 
vertisers and spread to entertain- 
ment programs, is being tried by 
BBD&O. ~ Testing ground is Gen- 


eral Service studio, where four 
one-minute films are to be made 
for De Soto for inclusion on the 
Groucho Marx TV show. 


Acting for BBD&O, Wayne Tiss, 
Coast head, rented space at the 
studio and ordered equipment and 
technical crew from Jam Handy. 
Project will be handled as the 
agency’s own unit, with a manager 
to supervise the filming designated 
by the agency or sponsor. Idea, ac- 
cording to Tiss, is to bring the film 
producer closer to the problems of 
the agency. Agency will work 
close with the film editor to aid 
in the cutting, so as to preserve 
the sponsodr’s message and avoid 
the necessity of retakes. Practice 
has been to farm out commercials 
to independent producers or stu- 
dios set up to handle the orders. 
BBD&O recently had four test 
films of “Cavalcade of America” 
made here for submission to Du- 
Pont, whose execs wanted to scan 
the quality and cost sheets. Each 
of the half-hour dramatic subjects 
were brought in for around $18,- 
500 and DuPont and agency execs 
in the east were said to be highly 
pleased with both elements. Pos- 
sibility now is that if “Cavalcade” 
goes to television next fall, it will 
be done here on film. Two of the 
“Cavaleades” were made _ by 
Screen Gems at Columbia and the 
other: pair by Jack Chertok. 

+ It’s aiso probable that Robert 
Montgomery’s “Lucky Strike The- 
atre,” ‘now being telecast live in 
N. Y., may be moved to Hollyood 
for filming in the fall. Hour dra- 
matic series has been using adap- 
tation of pictures, which precluded 
kinescopes for the west because of 
purchase of only live rights. Mont- 
gomery favors filming because of 
better quality of talent .available 
here. Show will make use of more 
books and plays next season to al- 
ternate.with film properties. 
BBD&O is also shopping for a 
half-hour dramatic show for Stand- 
ard Oil’s TV entry on the Coast. 


‘Be Thankful For 
All AM Blessings’ 


‘be thankful for all AM _ bless- 
ings "suode reigns around the 
networks these days. Even the 
smallest regional’ web sponsorship 
deal is welcome. '~ 


Two “limited” buys for sports 
shows fell into CBS’ lap last week, 
and while in normal years that 
type of restricted network biz was 
frowned. upon, in this instance 
Columbia pounced upon it. 


Sylvania, TV set makers, bought 
Grantland Rice for the 8 to 15 
Friday evening period in the fall, 
but only in key markets, to lure 
potential video set customers. 
Similarly, Dr. Pepper, the drink 
outfit, purchased a Saturday sports 
show for the 6:30 to 6:45 p.m. pe- 
riod, also starting in the fall. But 














dell, of Greeting Card Assn.; and 
treasurer, Pat Meikle, of DuMont. 












CAMEL CLEARS SMOKE 
ON NBC-TV SAT. STATUS 


Camel cigarets, which has given 
up its option on the NBC-TV Satur- 
day night 8 to 9 period for the fall, 
may still have a full hour of pro- 
gramming on the web Saturday 
nights. Ciggie firm, through the 
William Esty agency, is huddling 
with the web on buying a half-hour 
of “Your Show of Shows” and may 
also take over the 7:30 to 8 period. 
Camels’ dropping of its 8 to 9 
option further easés the way for 
NBC to move its “Four Star Re- 
vue” into that period under the 
new title, of “All Star Revue.” 
Camels was to have had first crack 
at sponsoring that show, but de- 
cided it was too rich to take over 
on a once-weekly basis. Outfit had 
sponsored the second half of the 
“Jack Carter Show” this season, 
which has been dropped. 

What program the ciggie firm 
would put in the 7:30 period has 
not been determined... Slot is now 
occupied: by “One Man’s Family” 
but Sweetheart Soap, sponsoring 
that show, wants to move to an- 
other night on the web on the 
assumption that a weekend pro- 
gram does not boost its sales the 
desired amount. 


CBS Color Only 





Washington, June 12. 

Federal! Communications 
Commission today (Tues.) 
asked_the Federal Trade Com- 
mission to protect the public 
on new television receivers for 
color and ultra high frequency 
reception. - 

FCC announced that it will 
be -represented at an FTC 
trade practices conference 
June 21 to adopt new rules to 
prevent misrepresentation in 
sale of ra@fio and television sets. 
FCC noted that subjects recom- 
mended for consideration had 
not included possible misrep- 
resentation with respect to 
current types of tele sets’ re- 
ceiving colorcasts in color or 
black-and-white or ~ receiving 
broadcasts in the UHF band. 


Washington, June 12. . 
In a public notice to 


a 


the approved method of broadcast- 
ing in color and will continue to 
be so unless it is changed by spe- 
cific order of the Commission.” 

Agency said it would investigate 


(Continued on page 42) 


TV Disk Jockey Toons’ 
Set for Major Markets 


Plans for the first mass sale in 
six major television markets of 
Screen Gems’ “TV Disk Jockey 
Toons” were unveiled this week by 
Will Baltin, producer and general 
manager for the serieMand former 
exec secretary of the TV Broad- 
casters Assn. Sale will be handled 
by the emery agency Eave, the 
supervision of .Harold Kaye, re- 
—— video “digparthentt 


Mass production of the series, 
which is designed to provide sta- 
tions and sponsors with a program- 
ming device making possible ac- 
tual disk joekey shows, is now un- 
der way. Major recording outfits, 
including RCA Victor, Decca, ‘Co- 
lumbia, Capital and. Mercury, are 
cooperating in providing their hit 
releases for the Toons. Films, 
utilizing various techniques includ- 
ing cartoons, live aetion, shadow- 
graphs, etc., are cued to the actual 
disks so that the deejay, in play- 
ing the standard hit records, will 
also be able to provide a filmiza- 
tion of the song. 

Baltin is planning to tour all the 
TV markets when the first group 
ts completed to huddle with sta- 
tion execs on additional sales. 
Price to stations has not been re- 
vealed but Baltin said they will go 








only on a regional web basis. 


Protests Mount to FCC on | 
Shifts; Johnson Plan Assailed | 


One Okayed: FCC’ 


“recurring 
garding color A the FCC ball 


ne a 





Washington, June 12.. 


Answers to. co with 
the FCC on its beter alloca- 
tion plan swamped the Commis- 


sion at deadline yesterday (11) for 
submittal of replies. 

Many came from applicants for 
stations who opposed proposals to 
shift channels from their commu- 
nities to provide more VHF sta- 
tions in other areas. Some opposed 
an alternative allocation plan pro- 
posed by DuMont, insofar as it 
would affect VHF assignments in 
their communities. 

A number of applicants filed op- 
position to proposals by CBS to 
reshuffle allocations around, in or- 
der to make another VHF channel 
available in Chicago. CBS has an 
application pending for Chicago, 
but will acquire an outlet under 
the ABC-UPT merger deal, if the 
transaction gets F' okay. 
Various other comments came 
from educational institutions seek- 
ing additional channels for educa- 
tional stations or reaffirming their 
support of the proposed set-aside. 
Differences between Sen. Edwin 
C. Johnson (D., Col.) and Colorado 
educators over the Commission pro- 
posal to reserve a VHF channel 
for education in Denver, were dis- 
closed in an opposition filed by the 
U. of Denver, largest college in 
the state. 

Albert C. Jacobs, chancellor, ad- 
vised the Commission “The Senator 
does not speak for the best inter- 
ests of all the people of Denver,” 
in opposing the reservation of 
channel 6 for an eduéational sta- 
tion. Johnson has taken the posi- 
tion that the set-aside of an edu- 
cational channel ir neai oy Boulder 
should take care of Denver eduea- 
tional needs. 

The reservation was also sup- 
ported by the Adult Education 
Council of Denver, comprising 92 
organizations, which informed the 
Commission it is now discussing 
the problem of financing and op- 
erating an educational station. 


Radio, Video Rights For 
Sugar Bowl Games to Be 
Thrown on Open Market 


New Orleans, June 12. 
cus radio and TV rights to the 
Jan. 1, 52 Sugar Bowl football 
classic will go on the open market 
this week, Albert Wachenheim, 





_|dr., chairman of the sponsoring 


Mid-Winter Sports Assn. radio and 


(12). 

Now grown to status of top foot- 
attraction, the Sugar Bowl 
radio and video rights will 

ably result in some lively bid 

by the major networks in both 
fields. 

Hitherto, Gillette and ABC have 
had the exclusive rights to the 
Sugar Bowl activities with the 
Maxon agency negotiating the con- 
tracts on a three-year basis. The 
Gillette-ABC agreements for TV 
and AM expired with the 1951 
game between national champion 
Oklahoma and Kentucky. 

Without any conference tieup or 
control of its team selections, the 
Sugar Bowl has been in a position 
to invite the nation’s outstanding 
teams. A recent dispatch from 
Chicago had it that Notre Dame 
might change its attitude toward 
bowl invites and if so would look 
to the Sugar Bowl. 

In sores ng Se classic 
on New 's , the Sugar 
“Bowlers will offer radio rights to 
their basketball games. Teams al- 
ready signed include Kentucky na- 
tional collegiate champ; Brigham 
Young, national invitation cham- 
pion; Villanova, one of the better 
eastern teams, and St. Louis, Big 
Seven topnotcher. 

Wachenheim revealed that the 
1952 Sugar Bowl radio and video 
contracts will be negotiated only 
on a one-year basis. 


Gilbert Berry to WIBC 


Indianapolis, June 12. 





years central division sales man- 
ager for DuMont network, will be- 
come general sales manager of ra- 
dio station WIBC, Mutual outlet 
here, July 1. 


Berry, former all-American foot- 
ball player at Univ. of Illinois, 





“at the lowest cost.” 


started in 1935 with Chicago Her- 
lald Examiner 


television committee, said today 


Gilbert I. Berry, for past two . 
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ABCs Saddle Soapers for Femmes 


ABC is prepping a new type of 


daytime serial, which it feels can 


shoot holes in the slipping soap opera—westerns ‘for women. Heroes 


of thé feW “saddle soapers’ 
cowpokes of the oater formula, 


will be rough-riding, fast-shooting 


but they'll bow slightly to the 


genteel afternoon tradition by taking time off occasionally for ro- 


mance. 


If the proposal jelils, the new faves may be “Horses Can 


Be Beautiful” or “Portia Faces West.” 

Concept of ABC program veepee Leonard Reeg is based: on 
audience research which reveals that in many cases tthe largest 
single group of listeners to the hoss operas is not kids and men, 
but distaffers. To some extent the evidence has been right under 


ABC’s nose for some years in the 
which has a considerable femme 


dialer data for its “Lone Ranger,” 
audience. Chain has already au- 


ditioned “The Virginian,” with Bruce Cabot in title role. 
It’s pointed out that film companies; which have class A western 


features with stars such as John 
schedules, are not expending al 


Wayne and Gary Cooper on their 
1 that coin solely for juves and 


male theatregoers. Further, it’s cited that general magazines, such 
as Collier’s and Saturday Evening Post, include a heavy action 


diet in which gals also show a great interest. 


Big boom in “they 


went thataway” subjects, sparked by TV’s emphasis on sagebrush 
sagas, gives the idea timeliness, Reed feels. 


Before ABC commits itself to 
experiment with a sample of “he- 
one of its owned-and-operated 
typical area. 


this unusual type of show it will 
men for women” programming on 
stations or on an affiliate in a 


It figures that such entries should be a good rating 


hypo, because story-fans listen for longer periods than the select 


tuner. 
“Red Ryder,” who came east to s 


Working with Reeg is Paul Franklin, former producer of 


cript the web’s “Sheriff.” 














TV Set Mfrs. Report 65% Reduction 
In Output; 50,000 Employee Layoffs 


Chicago, June 12. 

Current sloughoff in television 
set sales took the play away from 
color TV at the annual Radio-Tele- 
vision Manufacturers Assn. conven- 
tion here last week. Fact that the 
sej[-makers took no new official 
stand on color video other than to 
endorse the activities of the special 
ad hoc committee which has 
launched a longrange experimenta- 
tion on a compatible tint- system 
was seen as a possible softening 
of the industry’s attitude toward 
the CBS FCC-approved device, 

If the set-producers get on the 
CBS bandwagon and start turning 
out adapters and converters, it’ll be 
because of the present slump in 
black and white purchases. It was 
noticeable that the color contro- 
versy was less an issue at this 
year’s meet than a year ago, when 
the manufacturers were going full 
steam in monochrome production. 

Industry spokesmen anticipate 
they'll be in a sounder position 
next fall, when seasonal buying 
picks up and military production 
gets into high gear. It’s expected 
that 1952 tele set production will 
be below the culreat year, but pre- 


‘Voice Suffering 
‘Growing Pains 


Washington, June 12. 

“Voice of America” is suffering 
from growing pains of “too rapid 
expansion,” but the project is show- 
ing evidence of “marked improve- 
ment,” according to a study issued 
last week by the Council of State 
Chambers of Commerce. 





Study points out that “Voice”| 


had an average of 492 
on its payroll im 1949, 


i 


average is now around 1,000 and| ™! 


Ur Conaress approves the fall pe 
for 1952, Annual j. 


budget of “Voice” and related ac-|, 


{Continued on page 39) 


Detroit, June 12. 
Three new directors were elected 
to the board of WIR. In. addition 
to filling. the vacancy caused by 
the death of G. A. 
bership of the board was increased 


by two. 
Worth H. 





me New 1. and, are 
ramer, pS Pham general manager 
of WIR; Selden eee: = 
eral counsel for 

F. Sibley Moore, 
law, who also was elected assistant 
treasurer. Moore was also elected 
to the board of WGAR, Cleveland, 
and will be elected to the board 
of KMPC, Los Angeles. 





A. 
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'Kilian’s Chi ABC Exit 
For Y&R Schlitz Job 


Chicago, June 12. 

Fred Kilian: has -resigned his 
program ‘director berth at ABC’s 
central division here to join the 
Chi office of Young & Rubicam. 
Kilian’s ABC departure is not con- 
nected with the recent ABC-Unit- 
ed Paramount merge as he’d been 
negotiating with Y&R prior to the 
melding. 

Ex-ABCer will move to the 
agency around July 1, as Chi pro- 
gram supervisor of the Schlitz ra- 
dio-TV bookings. 

No replacement has been set for 
him at ABC, 


Lots of Equipment 
For Video Stations 








todtcidtee Sie that ham Siam 
new TV stations 
Rove haat wake 3: = Gamat te 
week at a 
the Electric Co, of its 
i ge alga ad 
. F. Metcalfe, man- 


the company. sad and | 


esc newspaper can ‘probably’ 
afford a TV station.” 

Although the company announced 
that it is working on a “new com- 


(Continue. on page 40) 





In Freeze-Lift Eras” 


en- 
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TAIN AIRERS AT 
OUT-OF-HOMERS 


The radio networks appear to be 
taking their cue from the inde- 
pendent stations in t.e wake of the 
growing realization that summer- 
time listening must be geared to 
the beaches. and the autos, rather 
than the home. Behind this pro- 
gramming concept, too, is an aware- 
ness that much of AM’s success in 
the TV future will be predicated 
on reaching the non-home listener. 
This was the “thinking” behind the 
now two-year-old WNEW (N. Y.) 
out-of-home surveys that practical- 
ly sparked.a nationwide reappraisal 
of radio’s impact and an awareness 
of the multi-million sets in constant 
outdoor use. 


The new CBS Sunday lineup is a 
significant case in point, of how 
the webs_are “stripping for beach 
action,” with practically a_ sdélid 
nine-hour roster of Sabbath news- 
music programming designed to 
capture out-of-home listeners with 
portables, From i to 10 p.m. there’s 
almost a solid lineup of musical 
shows, with occasional news in- 
serts, interrupted by only a single 
half-hour of straight dramatic fare, 
which doesn’t break in until 9 p.m., 
with the web's revival of “Broad- 
way Is My Beat.” 

The musical shows are highlight- 
ed by such attractions as Guy Lom- 
bardo (for Lucky Strike); Peggy Lee 
(subbing for Amos ’n’ Andy); Mario 
Lanza (for Coca-Cola); Frank Si- 
natra, Harace Heidt, Phil Regan. 
Russ Emery, with .. flock of pick- 
ups from St. Louis (Municipal Op- 
era); Steel Pier in Atlantic City, 
Pittsburgh, Detroit, etc. 

Introing the full Jay of music is 
‘the 1 to 3 p.m. longhair “Invitation 
to Music,” emceed by Jim Fassett. 

Similarly, the other webs are 
putting the accent «n music, with 
particular emphasis on remote 
pickups to reduce program costs. 


AM-TV Play Important 
Role in Medical Confab; 
Operations, Clinics Set 
Atlantic City, June 12. 
Television and broadcasts play 
an important role as the American 
Medical Assn. holds its 100th an- 
nual session here this week. ~ 
More than 200 stations in the 
VU. S., “Alaska and Hawaii, will 
the inauguration speech of 
Dr. John W. Cline, of San Fran- 
cisco, as the association’s new 
president takes office tonight (12). 
For a third consecutive year the 
15,000 doctors will have an oppor- 
tunity to visit operating rooms and 
via color television. 


A total of 14 operations and 23 
medical clinies are 





institution. The programs 


will be received on 18 special re- 
Hal 








CBS plans also to lens a kinnie 
audition of “My Friend Irma” on 
the Coast later this month. “Irma” 
also is scheduled as a fall entry 
on TV. 
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ier |ningham & Walsh. _* 


i. |Herb Moss Exits CBS 
| For Jan Murray Show, 


BEACH 





Give Us Steeper AM Rate Cats In 
TV Markets: Agencies to Networks 





Ken Bartlett Appt. 


Syracuse, June 12. 

Kenneth G. Bartlett, director of 
Syracuse University’s Radio and 
Television Center, has ben ap- 
pointed. by Chancellor William P. 
Tolley to the newly-created posi- 
tion of Dean of Office of Pub- 
lic Relations. 

In the new post, he will be one 
of the university’s five senior ot- 
-_s and will coordinate the direct 

the institution’s public relations at 
the policy making level. 


Saturation Plugs 
Proving Paying 
AM Propositions 


Advertisers using more and more 
saturation - campaigns on radio 
point to two reasons for the value 
of such concentrated efforts aside 


from their effectiveness in cresting 
impact on the dialer. 


One important facét, these 
spenders say, is that it has the 
effect of blocking out rival outfits. 
Thus, if one TV set manufacturer 
buys up all available spots on one 
station, it has the-effect of forc- 
ing off his competition. Rival set 
manufacturers wouldn’t want to be 
near the saturation plugs. And 
even if they would get in a spot 
or two, it would be lost in the 
drumfire effect of the saturation 
user. Same condition can obtain, 
although to a lesser degree, for 
advertisers using saturation drives 
on networks. 


Another reason for the boom in 
saturation drives is the high cost 
of transcribed spots. With bank- 
rollers putting up big coin for their 
waxed jingles—in many cases shell- 
ing out as much as they might 
spend for a half-hour show—they 
want to get maximum results for 
their outlay. They figure that re- 
peated use of the transcribed.com- 
mercials ~ exit the per-use nick. 


FATIMA IN 26-WEEK 
‘STORK CLUB’ RENEWAL 


“Stork Club,”. CBS-TV. show 
originating from Sherman. —— 
ley’s New York emporium, was 

newed this week for ou additional 








by Peggy Lee and Mel ; 
gine Roskralled e ronees 
for Chesterfields. ‘Cun- 
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Producer-director Herb Moss 

pues digg tig eri July 1, 

_a S2-week freelance rela- 

p with the web. Moss has 

and directing 

aon ‘or Sale,” which he started 

last June, and “Sing It Again,” 

which he took over last February 

when Jan Murray moved into the 
emcee spot. 


Moss exits “Songs” to join Mur- 


15) to emcee the new. age 
Strike stanza replacing “This Is 
Show Business” for the summer. 
Rose Gray and Jack Wolf, produc- 
tion aides, go over to the Louis G. 
Cowan office with Moss for the 
Murray stint, and will also work 
with him on another Cowan TV 
| property. 





will be replaced for the summer 


ray, who leaves the airer Friday | the 


-* Now that Mutual has become the 


fourth network to slash its rates, 
the touchy question of radio time 
costs is still not settled for good. 
Around the agencies there are rum- 
blings that the cuts aren’t steep 
enough in television markets. And 
on the opposite side is the growing 
anity around the Affiliates Commit- 
tee, which is mapping a last-ditch 
effort to hold the line. 

Agency men say the only way 
to “save radio” is to axe rates still 
more. To which network execs re- 
tort that this is like asking a man 
to save himself by slashing his 
throat. 

Yet, as the time buyers see it, 
“the day of the deal must .be 
ended.” They feel the entire sit- 
uation will be healthier if all un- 
der-the-counter, program contribu- 
tion and similar deals are dropped 
and if rates are given another 
‘vealistic reappraisal.” The argu- 
ment runs that they'd like to sell 
radio, but they can’t because they 
can’t stretch their budgets to give 
clients a three-way ride in AM, TV 
and printed media. “You can only 
spread a buck so far,” the agency 
thinking goes, “and when one of 
the three has to be dropped, it 
seems to be radio.” 

Agencies 2dmit that AM pro- 
gram price tags have becn dras- 
tically lowered. Production costs 
ean’t be shaved any more,” they 
say, “because they've gone to rock 
bottom. We're paying the absolute 
minimums for talent now. But 
while you can’t go any lower on 
program costs, there is still plenty 
‘of give in time charges.” 

Webs also feel that program 


Arid OK's CBS 
‘Sing to ‘Songs 


“Sing It Again’ fades off radio 
and television after the June 30 
broadcast, with the once-lucrative 


60-minute syria de which poured 
$2,000,000 in annual billings into 





from 





Dancer-Fitzgerald-Sample agency. 


P&G Exec Reshutfle 


Gail Smith, Procter & Ganible’s 
manager of TV and nighttime 
uction, has been given 

l temporary assignment in 
soap outfit’s brand promotion 





ft 


grams, will take over the evening 
airers as well. P&G’s tele activities 
will be handled by W. F. Craig, 





associate manager of TV, and G. 
lA. Ralston, executive producer. 





the CBS coffers, getting a perma- | 
nent heave. Into the Saturday 
night 10 to 11 stretch will an 
hour simulcast on of 

for Sale,” with Arrid, the deodor- 


‘ant outfit, agreeing to a transfer of 
“Sing” to 
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ie @nnected with my radio and television programs this past season 


“Last night's Benny show calls for superlatives. People - 
talk about pantomime artists on TV—show me one who can . 


be as funny, without saying a word, as Jack Benny and his 
marvelously expressive face. People talk about # the need 
for ‘visual’ routines on TV. Well, show me a more visual 
bit of funny business than the one where Jascha Heifetz's 
picture fell off the wall. «1 could go on and on raving about 
this great show . . . personally | hope Jack sheen will be 
on TV for as many years as he has been 39... a history-mak- 


ing performance." 
—JANET KERN 
Chicago Herald-American 


“For me, the Benny show was the first teevee comedy 
presentation which will help me pay the installment on my set 
with a smile ... The best bargain in comedy that television 


has produced so far." 
—GOODMAN ACE | 
Saturday Review of Literature 


“No question about it—Jack Benny is as big a video click 


os he has been on top of the radio heap for so many years." 
—VARIETY 


"Benny on TV is solid, hilarious hit." 
—JOHN LESTER 
sana Star Ledger 


*Jeck's the best th radio ond one: of the upper shal in 


TV... Wish we had more of this slick sort . half hour 
went so fast and amusingly, it seemed like 15 se 
—JACK O'BRIAN 


New York Journal-American 


"It doesn't take a prophet to foresee as Jack poms 


most certainly going to. be a topliner in television as he 
been in seit aatie ove’ and 


of gifts—pretty good." 
Scllenore: Md., _News-Post 


See you all ... in the fall... 


musicals. He has his-_ 
trionic talent and also brains. “ tyne a combination — 


"Prediction: Benny, the Mr. Big of radio, will become the 


ditto of television. 
“Benny-come-lately has given television a tonic it sorely 


needs at this frenzied, frantic stage." — . 
‘ —DWIGHT NEWTON 
San Francisco Examiner 


"Jack Benny a terrific hit in TV." 
: —ED SULLIVAN 


"Jack Benny's Sunday night program via CBS-TV showed 
the gteat man at his vorentile best. Jack proved once again 
that he has what it takes to headline in the art. . . Jack, a 
consummate showman, seems to be leading the way as 


usual." 
—RADIO DAILY 


"Hf I'm a success tonight (shrug)—well, ‘all right,’ Jack 
Benny said on his television debut Saturday. . ‘If not (an- 
ster shrug), I'll kill myself.’ 

"No Jack, no, no, please, not that! Listen, Jack, 39 is much 


too young to die! Besides, we thought you were @ success, 


a terrific. success. So, Jack, please don't do away with your- 
self, we beg of you . 

"You have nothing to worry about, take it from us. You're 
a cinch on television." 


—BILL IRVIN 
Chicago Sun-Times 


"Benny is completely at home in television. Those who 
liked him in radio—and that includes fifteen million or more 
people—are going to like him even better on TV." 

—LARRY WOLTERS 
Chicage pane 


"Jack Benny's CBS-TV program last nig ht shawed the '39- 
year-old pete virtuoso’ at his best. This is the same whole- 


some and u eyed fey een 


dio sho vie hag ily favorite." 
i w ny eee ‘laa 


New York Journal-American 
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TELEVISION REVIEWS 


Wednesday, June 13, 1951 





SOLEMN PONTIFICAL REQUIEM 
. MASS 


Producer: Jack Steck 
195 Mins.; Thurs. (7), 10 a.m. 
WFIL-TV, WPTZ and WCAU-TYV, 


Another television first has been 
clocked up here with WFIL-TV’s 
origination for all three Philadel- 
phia stations of the funeral serv- 
ices for the late Dennis Cardinal 


Dougherty, Archbishop of Phila- 
delphia, telecast for viewers in this 
area from the Cathedral of_ St. 
Peter and Paul. 

Death of the Cardinal, oldest 
Catholi¢ prelate in the United 
States, with the week-long proces- 
sions of mourners while the body 
lay in state in the Cathedral and at 
the seminary in Overbrook, re- 
ceived tremendous air and press 
coverage and the telecast of the 
funeral services proved a magnif- 
icent climax. The ceremony was 
pictured in its entirety, beginning 
with the procession of. hundreds of 
clergy — cardinals, archbishops, 
bishops, monsignori, priests, sem- 
inarians, lay brothers and the vari- 
ous order priests in their different 
garb, as they waited in the park 
ou‘side to enter the church. 


Jack Steck, who did the overall 
supervision for WFIL-TV, had the 
cameras outside cover the entire 
scene—the battery of press and 
newsreel photogs, the police han- 
dling the traffic and the solidly 
banked spectators waiting to hear 
the ceremony over the loudspeak- 
ers and to gaze at the visiting dig- 
nitaries. The Rev. Edwin L. Gal- 
lagher, assistant rector of the ca- 
thedral, was the narrator who cov- 
ered the procession and introduced 
the clergy and hierarchy as they 
progressed up the church steps. 

By special arrangement with the 
Archdiocese of Philadelphia, WF IL- 
TV was permitted to install its 
cameras inside the Cathedral and 
viewers could hear the Mass sung 
both by the celebrants and by the 
choir of the Seminary of -St. 
Charles Borromeo, one of the 
finest church choral groups in 
the country. The Rev. Joseph G. 
Cox translated the Latin ceremony, 
concurrently while the Mass was 
being sung. Father Cox’s narra- 
tion was nicely modulated and al- 
ways intelligible, so listeners could 
hear the Latin chants and ritual 
yet obtain full understanding of 
its meaning. 

Camera work inside the Cathe- 
dral was notable, never losing for 
a moment the reverential treat- 
ment and catching the full solem- 
nity of the occasion. The lens 
roamed during the cerenrony from 
the catafalque to the enormous 
painting of the Crucifixion above 
the high altar; it ranged from the 
primly§ attired ~ Papal Knights 
through the unbroken array of 
vestments and robes worn by the 
clergy. Some of the camera shots, 
particularly those of the four Car- 
dinals kneeling in prayer, or the 
groupings in the chancel, had the 
quality of medieval paintings: 
WFIL-TV perteraes a real service 
for Catholics in this area, and 
pewerny ——_ A rg Ba not pick- 
ng up at le program. 
For the general public, the Cathe- 
dral ceremonial had the interest of 
a solemn and impressive spectacle. 


The Most Rev. J. Carroll Mc- 
Cormick, Aux Bishop  of- 
Philadelphia and a nephew of the 
decea Cardinal, was the cele- 
. brant of the Mass, which was at- 
tended by such high ecclesiastics as 
Francis Cardinal liman, of New 
York; Cardinal Stritch, of Chicago; 
Edward Cardinal Mooney, of De- 
troit, and Thomas Cardinal Tsien, 
of Peiping, China. Gagh. 


VINCENT LOPEZ SHOW 


With Barry Valentino, Ann Warren 
Producer: Jerry Gross 
Director: Bill Seaman 
15 Mins.; Wed., 11 p.m. 
LAKEWOOD HOTEL 

ASSN, 

WABD, New York. 

By coupling pop tunes with nos- 
talgic commentary, WABD’s new 
Vincent Lopez series shapes up as 
pleasant viewing for the late eve- 
ning. As pianist-emcee, Lopez sets 
the easy pace that is maintained 
throughout. 


On the preem (6) Lopez handled 
the ivories with his usual aplomb 
giving an especially spirited rendi- 
tion of his theme, “Nola.” The 
nostalgic segment of the stanza 
had Lopez recalling the early days 
of his career when he crossed paths 
with Jimmy Durante. Slide shots 
of old New York and photos of the 
young Durante hypoed Lopez’s off- 
Stage narrative. Lopez's band 
vocalists Ann Warren and Barry 
Valentino socked across a flock of 
tunes adequately. Valentino, how- 
ever, would have been more effec- 
tive if he avoided. the flamboyant 
hand gesturing of the Harry Rich- 
man song styling. 

Direction was smooth and cam- 
era work was okay, 


& LAND 


the | ni 


RACKET SQUAD 
With Reed Hadley, others 
Producers: Hal Roach, Jr., Carroll 


Director: Frank McDonald 
Writer: Arthur Orloff 
30 Mins.; Thurs., 10 p.m. 
PHILIP MORRIS 
CBS-TV, from N. ¥. 

( Biow) 


‘ 


“Racket uad” is a new film 
series especially produced for tele- 
vision on the Coast by Hal Roach, 
Jr., which Philip Morris has 
bought as a replacement for Ralph 
Edwards’ “Truth or  Conse- 
quences” on TV. Allegedly based 
on actual case histories, the series, 
judging from the preem (7), is 
well-produced, acted and directed 
but similar to any number of 
other crime shows now aired on 
both radio and TV. It should draw 
a respectable audience from the 
viewers who usually go for such 
shows. 

Format is an elastic one, with 
Reed Hadley, as the head of the 
police racket squad in an uniden- 
tified city, spinning the yarn via 
flashback. Initialer could have 
been done just as easily without 
the presence of Hadley, but the 
gimmick will undoubtedly serve to 
tie the series together from week 
to week. Preem told of a Harris- 
burg (Pa.) businessman being 
taken for his life’s savings on a 
visit to N. Y. by u con group work- 
ing with an_ elaborately-staged 
bookie setup. Businessman was 
convinced he had killed one of the 
mobsters and, conscience-stricken, 
came to Hadley to confess his sin, 
which led into the story. . 

Not too much benefit was take 
of the inherent mobility of fiim. 
Almost the entire program was 
staged on interior sets, goer mee 
it could have .been roduce 
equally well on _live basis. How- 
ever, Roach and his ‘associate pro- 
ducer, Carroll Chase, imparted 
some welcome fluidity into the 
story. Hard-hitting denouement, 
involving a complicated fight be- 
tween the protagonist and a gun- 
man, also came, off smoothly, 
where it might have been fluffed 
if done live. 

. PM plugs involved the usual 
“nose test,” conducted on location 
by a roving announcer. They em- 
phasized the ciggie firm’s claim of 
greater mildness. Stal. . 


PALM BEACH ROUND-ROBIN 
INVITATION GOLF TOURNA- 
MENT 

2 Hours: Sun. (10), 4 p.m. 

GOODALL FABRICS 

CBS-TV, from New Rochelle, N. Y. 


Built up over the last few years 
as a solid Goodall Fabrics promo- 
tion, the Palm Beach round-robin 
golf tournament is known to snare 
a good share of the viewing audi- 
ence on the Sunday finals (no TV 
on the previous three days). It has 
had capable shot-callers, this time 
with Ted Husing and CBS’ John 
Derr supplying the descriptives, 
delivered in a way to interest golf- 
ers, fairway fans and laymen. It’s 
a show, a sports spectacle, and a 
clicko competition. Unfortunately, 

winds and rain impaired visi- 
ty, so that the cameras had to 
exert extra pressure along the 
fifth-round route of the wesagyi 
Country Club, New Rochelle. Under 
these conditions, they did a master- 
ful job of photo-reporting, going 
so far as to follow many a ball 
during flights from the driving tee, 
and catching most of the putts per- 
fectly. 

Tov-ney is by invitation, 16 of 
the top golfers of the world being 
represented, and they vie for the 
dough on a complicated scorin 
system. By the time Husing an 
Derr finaled the two-hour deal, 
there weré a lot more viewers with 
an inside on the point setup. But 
the system aside, there were mul- 
tiple thrills in following the spher- 
oids, watching them stop near the 
pin or drop in for sinkers. Excep- 
tional camera work featured per- 
spective shots of the crowd, and 
some views of the greensward seen 
through branches of trees waving 
in the high breeze were almost 
poetic; genuine TV artistry here, 
plus good medium views and close- 
ups of the pros exploding their 
way out of traps bunkers. 

The event wound about 5:37 with 
Roberto de Vicenzo of the Argen- 
tine cobping $3,000 and other 
awards, followed by presentation 
ceremonies and extra-added com- 
mercials (by Andre Baruch) to 
bring it up to the 6 p.m. closer. 
Champ golfers were brought on 
from time to time to aid in the nar- 
ration. Elmer Ward, Goodall chief, 
didn’t do CBS’ tint-department any 
harm when he awarded gaudy- 
garbed Jimmy Demaret a $1,000 
plum as “the best dressed golfer 
who has. done the most to bring 
color” to the game. Demaret alone 
could do a lot for TV pigmentation 
—when, as and if. 

Tournament, for benefit of New 
Rochelle Hospital, was directed by 
golfer Jug cSpaden, who has 
done much to make the show what 
it is today. 





JUVENILE JAMBOREE 

With Kevin Kennedy, emcee 
Producer: Alan 

fag me gd ek 0 = tga B. Marks 
Mins. o Sun . a.m, 
REPUBLIC TV 


WPIX, New York 
t) (Marks-Whitehill) 

This hour is divided into two 
halves—the first a pretty good re- 
vue with kid performers and the 
second a so-so talent audition for 
moppets. a 

Initial: segment on Sunday (10) 
was cutely predicated on takin 
the viewer backstage to see a T 
rehearsal, with the “director” be- 
ing Andy, a dummy operated by 
a child ventrilo, Mimi Strongin. 
Lass did & sock job, competently 
handling the voice-throwing, sing- 
ing a duet with Andy and emot- 
ing well. All the songs in this 
section were composed by writer- 
director Lawrence B. Marks, and 
they show promise. Talent on this 
portion was fair. Production was 
more ambitious than is usual on 
airers with minors and included 
some neat tricks, although in some 
instances. the juves and the cam- 
erawork weren’t precise enough. 


Second half was the standard 
kind of talent. hunt fare, which 
left much to be desired in the way 
of adult entertainment.. Of better 
than average quality were a boy 
accordionist and a pair of young- 
sters doing a Spanish dance with 
castinets. Kevin Kennedy emceed 
pleasantly, also handling the com- 
mercials. There were some cute 
lead-ins to the plugs for tele sets, 
appliances and air conditioning 
units, but some of them were vis- 
ually static. Pitches, incidentally, 
‘were too frequent. Bril. 


NOSE FOR NEWS 
With Fred Darwin 
15 Mins.; Mon., 11 p.m. 
LATHERCRAFT 
WOR-TV, N. Y. 

(Sid Robbins) 


This late evening entry indicates 
its possibilities as a neat session 
once the wrinkles are ironed out. 
Show’s format has emcee Fred 
Darwin discussing the story behind 
news pictures with the photogra- 
phers snapped them. It’s essentially 
ap interesting show but Darwin 
will have to point up his questions 
and attempt to put the photog- 
rapher guests at ease before pro- 
gram can catch on. 

On the preem (11) Darwin in- 
troduced an amateur photographer, 
who shot picture of the recent 
rescue of a drowning woman 
that made the front page of the 
N. Y. Daily News, and a N. Y. 
Journal American staffer who 
snapped a series of dog pictures 
for his paper. Neither guest 
brought color to his background 
narrative and were vague and un- 
informative. Darwin’s last guest, 
N. Y. Daily Mirror columnist Nick 
Kenny, although not a photogra- 
pher, was to have discussed the 
“nose for news” quality but show 
ran overlong and he had less than 
a minute to speak his piece. 

Lathercraft commercials were 
socked across too often for this 
quarter hour stanza and Darwin 
slowed up pace more by repeating 
name and address of store donat- 
ing gifts for the guests. 


LONGINES - WITTNAUER 

CHRONOSCOPE 
With Frank W. Taylor, Henry Haz- 

litt, William H. P. Blandy; Frank 

Knight, announcer 

ucer r: Alan R. Cartoun 
15 Mins.; Mon., 11 p.m. 
LONGINES-WITTNAUER 
CBS-TV, from New York 
(Victor A. Bennett) 


New series sponsored by a watch- 
maker deals with important issues 
and questions in the news, with 
two permanent panelites quizzing 
an informed guest. Regulars are 
Frank W. Taylor, journalist who 
once was assistant to publisher of 
the Chicago Sun, and Henry Haz- 
litt, columnist for Newsweek. On 
the ret end of the queries 
for the preem Monday (11) was re- 
tired admiral William H. P. Blandy, 
onetime commander of the U. S. 
Atlantic fleet. 

Show got into. strategical and 
tactical aspects of the not-so-cold 
war, with the form mavy officer 
proving an artieulat speaker. 
Among other things, he said that 
Russia has five times as many subs 
as Germany had before World War 
II_ and these “constitute a grave 
menace;” chances are remote that 
Russia will deliberately start World 
War III; the U. S. should not bomb 
Manchuria except as “anticipatory 
retaliation’”—jumping the nése 
if intelligence reveals that they are 
about to launch an air: offensive. 

Show sustained interest, but can 
use a bit more smoothness and in- 
formality. Taylor seemed to be 
reading some of his copy and in 
spots was stiff before the cameras. 
Commercials were well delivered 
by Frank Knight, who has been 





(Continued on page 38) 


. 


Considering the dients 
poured into the Frigid spon- 
sored edition of the “Comedy 


Hour” on NBC-TV last Sunday 
(10), the sum total came off as a 
disappcintment. - For this occasion, 
Jack Gleason was installed as the 
star, with Fred Allen billed as 
“guest star” and Vivian Blaine 


spots. Edward Duryea Dowling 
produced and directed. 

Gleason has demonstrated this 
season, via his own weekly hour 
DuMont showcase, that he’s a 
gifted comedian. But the evidence 
of his ascendancy last Sunday was 
unfortunately restricted to two 
articular bits, one in a _ twin- 
eether role and another sketch 
depicting Gleason as a shoe sales- 
man. Otherwise the pedestrian 
scripting left much to be desired. 
Blame the writing assist, too, on 
the inability to successfully inte- 
grate Allen into the show’s comedic 
pattern. 

Allen of late,-in his guest ap- 
pearances, has hit a more success- 
ful gait in his ease and sureness 
before the cameras. But last Sun- 
day’s “Comedy Hour” proved anew 
the importance of fresh material 
in projecting his unigae talents. 
Otherwise, the assorted segments 
featuring Miss Blaine, Carroll and 
the remaining component were 
about par for these Sunday night 
attractions. 





Most of the buildup on Ed Sul- 
livan’s “Toast of the Town” Sunday 
night (10) via CBS-TV was given) 
to a dramatic capsule based on 
“The Front Page” legiter, but that 
turned out to be the weakest part 
of what was generally a bright afid 
entertaining show. Talent lineup 
was one of the best and diversified 
that Sullivan has presented in re- 
cent weeks and, while the “Front 
Page” bit was well-staged, it was 
too trite and telegraphed its punch 
too far in advance to give it much 
bite. Numerous films and radio 
shows have made those Walter 
Burns-Hildy Johnson portrayals of 
the rough-’n’-ready editor and re- 
porter too stereotyped for contin- 
ued usage. 


Vaude acts on the show, however, 
were standout. Hammond's Birds, 
teeing off the layout, went through 
their paces cleverly, with the cam- 
eras closeups emphasizing their 
antics. Bil and Cora Baird demon- 
strated they have one of the best 
puppet acts’in the business today 
with some new and familiar rou- 
tines spotting some of the puppets 
used in the Broadway musical, ‘Fla- 
hooley.” Their wooden replica of 
Sullivan, with the emcee himself 
furnishing the voice, provided an- 
other bright spot in the act. Peggy 
Ryan and Ray McDonald, dancers 
current at he Broadway Roxy, im- 
pressed with both their terping 
and bright personalities, 
Metopera tenor Jan Peerce 
with an aria from “Martha” ai 
“Because,” Sepian vocalist Joyce 
Bryant did an’ okay job on a tune 
from “Porgy and Bess” but should 
tone down the. dramatics. Come- 
dian-magico “Mr. Ballantine” reg- 
aga solidly with his zany rou- 

nes. 


“Front Page” bit, with Walter 
Abel playing the editor and Ian 
Martin as “Hildy,” is the first in a 
series of such dramatic vignettes 
Sullivan plans to introduce into the 
show. Bit was well-staged and 
acted and furnished an okay pace- 
changer for the program. Frederick 
Tozere and Mary Patton were com- 
petent in supporting roles. 





In one of its best sessions to 
date “Showtime . . . USA” saluted 
the Theatre Guild Sunday (10) with 
the first video presentation of ex- 
cerpts from the Guild’s legit mu- 
sicals “Oklahoma” ‘and “Porgy and 
Bess.” Show was presented on 
h level with top. production 
values given every number. Only 
departure came at presentation o: 
special plaque to the Guild’s di- 
rectors eresa Helburn, Armina 
Marshall and Lawrence Langner. 
Trio appeared uncomfortable and 
embarrassed during emcee Vinton 
Freedley’s spiel] and gave impres- 
sion that they would rather have 
been viewing stanza from their. 
living room TV set. 


Show got underway after Freed- 
ley’s overlong kudo-to the Guild 
with a sock rendition of “Summer- 
time” from “Po and Bess” by 
Muriel Rahn. taging followed 
Broadway -production pattern and 
Miss Rahn brought the proper 
warmth to the Gershwin. melody. 
Todd Duncan recreated his Porgy. 
role in the next segment deliver- 
ing’ “I've Got Plenty of Nothin’,” 
in top form. Camera work in this 
number was excellent. 


Ballet form “Arms and the 





aie another Guild musical, was 
danced in okay style by ete Gen- 





Tele F ollow-Up Comment 


and John Carfoll featured in vocal | Miss 


registered 
‘}led. the revolt 








HPS SHOOE 
naro and Barbara Fergusen. Sh 
hit the jackpot, however, in the 
finale with Ridge Bond and Pa.- 
tricia ee heading the boys 
and girls of the “Oklahoma” 


chorus in a spirited rendition of 
the title tune. ‘his rousing Rodg- 
ers-Hammerstein song lost none 
of its excitement or appeal: and 
Northrop and Bond as well 
as the vocal chorus deserve credit 
for keeping it fresh and gay. 





NBC’s “Philco TV Playhouse” 
suffered another uninteresting 
show Sunday night (10) with the 
presentation of an original by Max 
Wilk, titled “The Fast Dollar.” 
Cast, production and direction 
were good but they couldn’t com- 
pensate for the generally dull 
story, which dealt with a good- 
hearted con man who decided to 
abandon his one big chance for a 
cleanup out of deference to his 
daughter and son-in-law. Yarn had 
a neat surprise ending but that 
was about its chief niecrit. 

One of the best features of the 
program was the makeup job on 
Vaughn Taylor, which changed the 
actor’s appearance almost com- 
pletely. Taylor turned in a fine 
job as the crotchety, retired Wall 
Street manipulator who wanted to 
get into business with the-con ex- 
pert. Latter was deftly played by 
Pat O'Malley, who imparted some- 
thing of a leprechaun quality to 
the role with his bouncing around. 
John Harvey and Judith Parish 
|rounded out the leads, furnishing 
okay performances. as the son-in- 
law and. daughter. 

The spacious sets by Otis Riggs 
wore particularly onthe credit 
side. . 





“Coriolanus,” one of William 
Shakespeare's lesser-known plays 
which had never been staged pre- 
viously in this country, was given 
standout treatment Monday hight 
(11) on CBS-TV “Studio One.” 
Story of a Roman war hero who 
falls inte disfavor with the people 
and joins the enemy when he is 
banished from the city, the. play 
was ameees excellently for TV by 
the producer, Worthington Miner. 
Played in modern dress against 
settings resembling those used for 
Miner’s now-classic adaptation of 
“Julius Caesar,” the show re- 
sembled “Caesar” in many re- 
sptcts, particularly in the skillful 
manner in which Miner and his 
director, Paul Nickell, handled the 
crowd scenes. 

Actors mouthed the’ original 
Shakespeare dialog: but made their 
lines at all times distinguishable 
and understandable. This factor 
held especially true for co-stars 
Richard Greene, in the title role, 
and Judith Evelyn, as his haughty 
mother. Both. came -up_ with 
powerful characterizations to spark 
the dramatic action, with Greene 
pro neatly Shakespeare’s 
theme the Roman _patrician’s 
contempt for the plebeian masses. 
Richard Purdy and Howard Free- 
man as the consuls who 
against Coriolanus 
and Murray Matheson was good 
as Coriolanus’ sympathetic friend. 
Sally Chamberlain, as his wife; 
Frederick Warlock, Logan Field, 
and Tom Poston topped a fine sup- 
porting cast. 

S credit is due Richard 
Rychtarik for the starkly realistic 
settings and to Laverne Owens for 
the special effects, particularly in 
the opening battle scene, which 
saw tracer bullets and bomb ex- 
plosions spraying across the set. 


4 New DuMont Clients 


DuMont web this week wrapped 
up one of its biggest sales cam- 


}paigns in recent months, lining up 
four bankrollers for as many local 
and network shows. 

Coca-Cola Bottlers of N. Y. has 





f| bought “Hands of Destiny,” half- 


hour meller series, on a local basis, 
while the local N. Y. Chevrolet 
Dealers signed for a summer run 
on the Roller Derby for airing 
over WABD, DuMont’s N. Y. flag- 
ship. In network sales, Mennen’s 
bought “20 Questions,” moving 
over to DuMont. from WOR-TV, 


|while Edgeworth Tobacco inked 


for’ “Plainsclothesman,”.. another 
half-hour meller series)*1:\»» 


Piss sr Shoes Ber | 





Detroit — WJBK and WJBK-TV 
have been cited for outstanding 
public service ‘and aid to wounded 
war veterans by the Disabled 
American Veterans. Cited were 
the station's efforts to provide 
films and entertainment for Michi- 
gan’s Gls and, during the past two 
years, the drive for funds to pro- 
vide a Memorial Day gift for each 
of the state’s hospitalized war vet- 
erans. . 
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BATTLE OF THE BOROUGHS 


» emeee; audi- ‘ 
ber j announcer, bag = Fe -mor McCormick, narra- 
bs 4. : Sherman Marks Producer-Director: Ted Ayers 
: Jon Fogel Writer; i 
30 Ming; tee. eae tae nS.5 i., 9:30 p.m. 
" ING CO. NBC-TV, fromt Washington 
Fe el aa wi Shifting from its Sunday 3 p.m. 
“Battle oe Boroughs. ” = r) NBC’s : “Battle Report” 
ence ie of the show Wah ows into its 41st-week on new 


preemed on CBS-TV Tues. ° (5), 
proved no gem of originality ~in- 
sofar as its basic format was con- 
cerned. For its use of contestants 
in wacky stunts was merely a 
variation of Sylvania’s “Beat - the 
Clock” on the same net. 

Under emcee Durward Kirby’s 
guidance, teams _ representing 
Brooklyn and Queens vied in. such 
matches as hanging paper on both 
sides of a barrel at the same time, 
jousting with long sticks upon 
whose ends were affixed balloons 
filled with flour and water, and 
carrying stacks of dishes atop 
water-filled vases. 

Let it not be said that the preem 
participants lacked vigor and en- 
thusiasm. However, the Mack Sen- 
nett comedy approach in the con- 
tests appeared rather juvenile and 
dated. This entry is hardly likely 
to attract a large slice of the over- 
21 males which represent the 
potential market for sponsor Rub- 
sam & Horrman’s beer and ale. 

Productionwise, the package was 
smartly dressed. Atmosphere of 
competition was created via femme 
cheer leaders and announcer Ted 
Brown kept tabs on the teams’ 
progress via a scoreboard. He also 
handled the beer plugs which were 
molded around the -theme, “it’s 
cool-aged in underground caverns.” 
Kirby, a fixture on the daytime 
CBS-TV Garry Moore Show, glibly 
supervised the proceedings and the 
cameras had little difficulty captur- 
ing the action on the oe 

ilb. 


ALEX DREIER NEWS . 
With George Stone 
Producer: William Ray 
Director: Larry Auerbach 
15 Mins.; Sun., 10:15 p.m. + 
HOME FEDERAL SAVINGS & 
LOAN 
WNBQ, Chicago 
Ideas on this newscast apparently 
is to get away from the rigid desk 
and map layout usually used on 
such shows. Staging has newman 
Alex Dreier and announcer George 
Stone spieling from armchairs in a 
“living room” set. Unfortunately 
a news show doesn’t lend itself too 
well to such an informal setting. 
For example on segment viewed 
(10) Dreier had to peer awkwardly 
to his right for his notes on a table 
and shots of Stone sitting idly 
waiting his turn added little. De- 
spite these minor flaws that can be 
easily eliminated, session should 
grab off.a big hunk of audience. 
Dreier has a smooth ad lib de- 
livery that lends itself excellently 
to video. He has a wide knowl- 
<= of news and gabe glibly with 
o an occasional glance at his 
notes, Also, show fills a needed gap 


which he had been pretty 
Ww ore ha 
much by-passed , 


by the news staffs. 
Stone came in with his usual 
good commercials for bankroller. 


HERE COMES THE BRIDE 
With John Weigel, Eleanor Engle 
Producer: Marvin Frank 
Director: Dick Liesendahi 

30 Mins.; Wed., 9 p.m. 

CITY FURNITURE 


(Doner) 

If it can be accepted that the 
marriage ceremony is proper video 
fare to sell furniture, this latest 
example of televising marital vows 
has a discreet h that A og 
the most out of the idea with a 
minimum of bla . Apparent- 
ly if couples are to gold- 
fish-bowl their ceremony, there’s a 
sizeable audience willing to watch. 

A Ukrainétn Orthodox wed 


ding, 
welding two displaced © persons, 
was lensed on 
eh ss took 
ly-erecte 
client’s stores. Facile camera 
work and good direction captured 
much of the eantry of the col- 
or ritual; The St. Vladimir Choir 
added an effective touch with its 
choral work. 

John Weigel, working as an off- 
camera commentator, interjected 
explanatory notes during the 
course © of ceremony, which 
heightened interest and were in 
good taste. Finale, which had 
Weigel reeling off thé long list of 
payola gifts given the, bride and| 
groom, did, however, underscore 
the basic commercialization of the 
entire project. 

To avoid interrupting the cere- 
mony, the plugs were the 
opening and close. emcee | 
alignment made the opening pitc 
seem lo although 


time last Friday night with plenty 
of action, human interest and 
headline news packed into its 30 
minutes of documentary journ- 
alism. Charting new directions 
in TV treatment of news, “Battle 
Report” is in every sense a video 
production which makes use of 
backdrops, offstage voices, film, 
charts, and other Visual materials 
to provide effective buildup to the 
introduction of the guests who 
bring authority to the program. 
In this case they were Presidential 
Assistant Dr. John Steelman, Un- 
dersecretary of State James Webb, 
U. S.. Ambassador to the Philip- 

ines Myron M. Cowen, Robert A. 

ogeler (recently released from a 
Hungarian prison), and Lt. Robert 
Fallon, a wounded veteran of 
Korea, 

With the aid of an_ excellent 
script by Lou Hazam, and a fine 
reading by Bob McCormick, the 
documentary. aspects of “Battle 
Report” make good listening. But 
with the exception of Vogeler, 
who unfortunately was given too 
little time on his first live TV ap- 
pearance, the remarks by the 
guests were not so palatable. In 
this respect, the program. seems 
much like *radio and one wonders 
whether the mere poecence of a 
high government official sitting at 
a desk reading a statement is. the 
right technique for “Report.” 
Perhaps the interview method or 
some other device should be used 
to give more punch to these guest 
appearances. | : 

Use of film showing many 
crosses as visual accompaniment 
to recitation of Kerean casualties 
provided an effective opening for 
the 4lst installment of ‘Report.” 
rege ws hegre was the spin- 
ning globe to peint up commentary 
on world conflict. This type of 
visual aid is easy on the viewer. 
But when newsreel shots follow 
each other in rapid ‘succession 
there is no registry. 

These are some of the problems 
which will doubtless. be solved 
with experience. Considering that 
each installment of “Report” is 
|put together in a week and that 
this issue, because of the change 
in time, was done in five days, 
Producer Ayers should be con- 
gratulated for his achievement. 


CURTISS KNOT HOLE GANG 


With weareg Hans ty emcee 
Producer: Happy Felton _- 
25 mins. (Prior to Brave home day 


CANDY CO. 
WNAC-TV, Boston . Z 

Slotted 25 minutes before Braves’ 
home day games get underway, 
this stanza is an interesting and in- 
formative session, which, primarily 
slanted to younger element, also 
provides entertainment for the 
older fans. 

Conducted by the affable and 
articulate Denny Myers; ex-Boston 
a football coach, togged out 
in a Braves uniform, show tees off 


with a view of the youngnet work- 
ing out on the diamond with their 


big lea counte: . Kids are 
from local “little league” 
with three embryo stars picked to 
vie for title of “best” player of 
their position with a Braves player 
u 


When caught, Sid Gordon, ‘out- 
pv me judged the kids, who in- 


such as “How do you 
ju a ball if its lost in the sun? 
. “Does it make any difference 
| what oo position a Bs ncnear pyred 
player etc. Gordon p n 
with answers and then batted a 
few balls to the aspirants so that 
he could make his selections. Win- 
ner is then invited to return to 
the next game when he is given 
the. opportunity to yack with his 
favorite ballplayer. ¢ 


Myers wanders around with a 
portable mike introing the kids to 
the ball players, cueing them on 
queries and pitching for the spon- 
sor, undoubtedly keeping his fingers 
crossed for fear a kid will forget 
he’s on the air and 
The three kids reaching semi-finals 





Eleanor Engle ve its good treat. 
a = 
ment. — Deve. 


are with a bat, glove and a 
Braves along with fistfuls of 
the r’s bars. 

Myers off with the quota- 
tion “A tter never wins and a 
winner never quits.” Elie. 


i udging their ability, form and | gals 


come up with pertinent | und 


pull a “roc ”, 


rupted smash comedy, sparked 
by Dean Martin .and Jerry 
Lewis, with a collaborative as- 
sist by Berle. Eddie Cantor and 
Walter. Winchell. The Lewis- 
Berle-Cantor give-and-take, one 
of the sharpest ad lib round- 
robins. of recent TV vintage, 
was of the bedlam vaiety, 
with some WW hoofing thrown 
in for good measure. It all 
came off with spontaneity that 
made more sense and better 
video viewing than any of the 
carefully rehearsed super pro- 
ductions. Rose. 
iT 


SPACE PATROL 


With Ed Kemmer, Lyn Osborn, 
Virginia Hewitt, Jerome Shel- 
don, others 

Producer: Mike Mosser 

Director: Dik Darley 

30 Mins.; Sat., 6 p.m. 

RALSTON PURINA CO. 

ABC-TV, from Hollywood 

- (Gardner) 


Cereal makers seem to have a 
peculiar affinity for interplanetary 
adventure shows. Kellogg’s Corn 
FTfakes, etc. for some time has been 
bankrolling “Tom Corbett, Space 
Cadet,” thrice-weekly on ABC-TV 
Now comes the Ralston Purina Co. 
into the battle of the universe with 
“Space Patrol” which preemed on 
the same net Sat. (9) in behalf of 
Wheat Chex, “the breakfast cereal 
pay gives. you a flying start for the 

ay.” ° 


For the initialer the half-hour 
airer dealt with the efforts of the 


United Planets’ Space Patrol to |’ 


foil an unscrupulous doctor’s at- 
tempt to seize some super-secret 
rocket plans, Based in a sanitarium 
on Neptune, the sawbones held a. 
space patrol major, who was fa- 
imiliar with the engine blueprints, 
as prisoner. But before the situa- 
tion became too cfitical, the nefari- 
ous ty was happily cracked by 
the UP patrol chief and a cadet. 
A cast headed by Ed Kemmer 
as, the patrol leader and Lyn Os- 
born as the cadet made the pro- 
ceedings fairly plausible. hey 
sported attire somewhat similar to 
that used by the comic strip Super- 
man. Special effects that appar- 
ently projected moons and cosmic 
bodies into space hel make the 
yarn appear authentic. This -sci- 
ence-fiction stuff will be disdained 
by adults, but the kids should eat 
it up. Show originates in Holly- 
w and is fed to some 33 sta- 
tions, partly via film as well as 
kinescope. Gilb. 





CATS AND. THE FIDDLE 
With Vivian Dandridge, Ginger 
Smock, The Cats 


— Buster Collier, Jack | 


eder 
30 Mins., Mon., 8 p.m. 
KTSL-CBS, Hollywood 

CBS took a long gamble on this 
all-femme Negro aggregation and 
if the takeoff is a sample it can be 
written off as a wrong guess. 
Never before in Coast television 
and studiously avoided in radio, all- 
sepian stanzas never got out of 
home range where they were tried 
and what plans for sponsorship of 
the show Columbia has beyond 


these confines must be the sales SA 


department’s secret weapon. 
Net’s TV’ers could have spent 
the more wisely. t un- 
folds on the home screens are five 
in decolette- (plano, percus- 


Sate meet bass ) 
fron by Ginger — ne 
an 


detracted from the 
tone and emceed a fashion. 
Bandettes whomped away at what 
was on the stands in true indigo 
fashion but the general effect was 


one of muddied melodics. Camera | ists 


closeups of the trumpeteer could 
have ob passed over as should 
some of the other up-close shots. 
Buster Collier kaged the 
show> with Jack Feder and unless 
help is called in to smooth over’ 
the rough spots, the Cats won't be 
around long enough to warm the 
show’s new title,.Chicks and the 
sat Rade por eant tere 
e - 
nal tag: fog being worked over 


‘| for a week it may capture some 


. Land unnecessary shouting 


SHADOW OF THE CLOAK ~ 
(‘Mightier Than the Sword’) 


WABD 


. Y. 
If “Mi 


tier Than the Sword” 
is an indication of things to come, 
WABD’s “Shadow of the Cloak’ 
espionage dramas shape up as a 
dull and plodding series. Despite 
drawing value of its star, Helmu 
Dantine, “Shadow of the Cloak” 
will have to step up production 
values in all departments before 
it can catch on. 

* Series centers its dramas on the 
adventures of Peter House, key 
agent of International Security 
Intelligence, played by Dantine, as 
he tracks down enemy operations. 
Dantine was properly staid and 
secretive in the role but his per- 
formance was by a 
studied monotone delivery that 
lacked color and zest. In 
“Mightier Than the Sword” he 
cracked down on enemy Y a 
tives who are hiding behind the 
mask of a prominent public rela- 
tions firm. The public relations 
men kidnapped an important news- 
aper columnist so that aap Figo 
soe him to write propaganda ar- 
ticles for them. antine, of 
course, saves the columnist and 
breaks up.the gang with a mini- 
mum of effort or excitement. John 
Shay was okay as the columnist 
but other cast members fell into 
the outmoded dramatic styling of 
facial grimaces, finger inting 
at bor- 
dered on burlesque. 

Direction and lenswork were 
slow and obvious while scriptin 
showed that the pen wasnt 
mightier than the sword. 


WINTERS’ WONDERLAND 
With Melvin Winters, Rosita, 
Smith, Wright Riley, 
Betty Lewis & Page Goodman, 
Wonderlanders (4), Dave Hub- 
* bard 
Producer-Director: Ed Hyman 
30 Mins.; Mon., 9 p.m., CST 
WOLFF & MARX CO. 
WOAI-TV, San Antonio 
(Bernard M. Brooks) 

Formerly a quarter-hour tele- 
cast, this program has been ex- 
panded into a half-hour opus, with | 
the sponsor cancelling out its 
“Fashion’s in Your Living Room 
just prior to it. From spotlighting 
Winters at the piano and a guest, 





NBC-TV, from New York 

Doodles Weaver is doing summer 
duty on NBC-TV in the closing Sat- 
urday half-hour (10 to 10:30 p.m.) 
generally reserved. for the “Satur- 
day Night Revue.” Supporting 
him are three veteran burlesque 
comics, Peanuts Mann, Dick Dana 
and Red Marshall (recently seen 
on Broadway in Mike Todd’s “Peep 
Show”), along with Marion Colby. 
As. it came off on last Saturday’s 
premiere, it added up to practically 
nothing at all. 


If, as the NBC press releases 
ballyhooed, Weaver is an “‘irre- 
pressible and thoroughly original 
co ian,” these were elusive 
items on iast Sa 


a reem. It 
could be that o the letdown 


stemmed from the fact that Weaver 
was forced to follow 15 minutes of 
some of the most hilarious TV an- 
tics of the. year when, as the 9:45 
to 10 portion of the Milton. Berle 
Cancer Fund telethon, a quintet 
comprising Dean, Martin, Jerry 
Lewis, Eddie Cantor, Berle and 
Walter Winchell staged a free-for- 
all calculated to leave the viewer 
limp. 

But even one tuning in at 10 and 
deprived of fhe preceding segment 
would have found the Weaver 
show, as an entity not subjected to 
comparisons, hopelessly bogged 
down by some thankless material, 
striving for an intimacy and the 
sort of “formless format” needed 
as an adjunct to Weaver’s peculiar 
type of zanyism. There was a fleet- 
ing moment, in the show’s fadeoff, 


\as the comic departed the studio 


and a couple of white-coated at- 
tendants whisked him across the 
street, and to a lesser degree when 
Weaver was describing an —Indi- 
anapolis speed track classic, when 
the show caught the desired off- 
beat flavor and spirit. But it was 
all too fleeting. > 

The trio of burley comics never 
quite got off the ground, reprising 
some antiquated 
Miss Colby, 
eno 


though a pleasant 
sede fe alge’ man 
Pp e man- 
ner in which she was integrated 
into the program. 

Show also’ boasts the talents of 
Milton deL and his musical 
trio, with de only on-camera 
for a few secon 

First 15 minutes of show are 
sponsored jointly by Lysol and 





iano soloist and m.c. He’s shap- quet deodorant. ose. 
ing up into : Ngee a em = 
personality, an eeps CURYAIN C 
fortionn avin slong in an eaty, tT Ay, sack Pearl 
The are several production x 
atanhers which feature Winters at | 15 Mins.; 10:45 p.m. 
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the wane, ond Page dance team 
Betty a 
There’s a wide v. 
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15 Mins.; Sat.; 5:45 
STEWART’S ICE 
WRGB-' 


ardness un- 
evenness, but it is moving smoother 
tterbury 


and ‘a 

on his debut, the cameras 
catching him in the 
seen recently among WRGB art- 
“ ne ” p a 4 
quizzical character, was outstand- 
a in the commercials. He also 
did rather well with a dog story, 
despite one fluff. 

Bill Hickok, zany disk jockey on 
WXKW, Albany, is gaining poise 
and skill the new medium, 
although he still tends to watch the 
cameras too obviously. Rosemary 
Clark, with a slick new hairdo, 
came over better than she had on 
several other shots. The sin to 
jukebox records apparently rs 





semblance of professionalism 
its next out. As was, it just ain't. 
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from technical faults, at times. 
Jaco. 
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WRGB-TV, Schenectady 


Local Se Panga e by Utica Club 
for “Broadway Open House?’ em- 


Ps | ploys a format in which Red Levy, 


as night club emcee-bartender, 
introduces acts on film. It falls 
below the entertainment level 
reached by the network show, but 
for summer viewing. the quarter- 
hour has moderateiy pleasurable 
moments. Levy provides what con- 
tinuity and integration the pro- 
gram carries. Levy, WRGB vet- 
eran, contributes’ a reasonably 
convincing ae Manner 
is Fee and Ae Sing . 
possess talent. er Larry 
Stevens, Robinson Roller Skaters 
and comedy-vocalist Candy Can- 
dido were. seen on one block. Per- 


haps there could better balance 
than that. * Jaco. 
eer 


business, while ° 


“wee 
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BADIO REVIEWS 








THE BICKERSONS 
With Frances Langford, Lew Park- 
er, Lurene Tuttle, Lou Lubin, 
Benny Rubin, John Brown; John 
Holbrook, announcer; Tony Ro- 
mano orch 
Producer-Writer: Philip Rapp 
30 Mins.; Tues., 9:30 p.m. 
CaS trou Heliwood 
, from 
(Biow) 


The Bickersons are back in radio 
after a run on TV. Frances Lang- 
ford and Lew Parker play the bick- 
ering mates, which they also did 
on a 10-15 minute insert on Du- 
Mont's démised “Star Time.” (In 
the original radio version, Miss 
Langford was partnered with Don 
Ameche.) It should make a good 
addition to comedy fare on the air. 


Show comes over better on AM 
than it did on tele, where it de- 
veloped a sense of repetition due 
to the sameness of the situation 
and the limitation of the bedroom 
settine. However, the airer still 
“ runs the risk of wearing thin un- 
less there is a strong injection of 
situation humor, as to va- 
riations on the battling sexes gag 
formula. There’s real bite in the 
fight between John and Blanche 
Bickerson, with the husband usu- 
ally getting the ~short end ofthe 
stick—she covers the birdcage 
with his shirt and wraps the gar- 
bage so he thinks it’s his lunch. 
But at times the feeling is a little 
too’ bitter. 


Development of comic situations 
ean lighten the effect. On the 
—— Tuesday (5) the plot was em- 

ryonic — with Parker’ getting 
pinched by error as a “cat burg- 
lar.” - However, that wasn’t made 
the mainspring of the action. With 
the entry’s chief concentration on 
the verbal fireworks between the 
Mr. and Mrs., the ether casters— 
Lurene Tuttle, Lou Lubin; John 
Brown and Benny Rubin—weren’t 
much involved. Yet their talents 
can come in handily to lend change 
of pace and mood. Stanza opened 
with introduction of the principals 
and Miss Langford’s nice warbling 
of “Blue Skies.” That appeared to 
slow the start and it might be bet- 
ter if tunes were integrated into 
the story line. 


Philip Rapp’s script included 
some sock lines and the Parker- 
Langford team came across well as 
the suffering hubby and wheedling 
wife. Commercials for Philip Mor- 
ris are based on the candid nase 
test, which by this time seems to 
have lost its impact by virtue of the 
repetition. Bril. 


HAZEL MARKEL SHOW 
Producer: Hazel Markel 
15 Mins., Sun., 12:30 p.m. 
Participating 
Mutual, from Washington 


Haze! Markel, long a leading fig- 
ure in local radio, gets her initial 
stab at a national audience in. this 
recently inaw ated show.  Re- 
sults to date, fgom a news-making 
sponsor-getting point of view, in- 
dicate la Markel. may well have- 
’ gtruck the jackpot for both Mutual 
and herself. ; ¥ r 

Mrs. Markel actually brings to 
the web a steppedup version of the 


shaws she had made-a town land-| A 


mark during her years with 
CBS. Drawing on her own per- 
sonal prestige and contacts, she 

resents femme news against a 

ckground of top ranking na- 
tional names. 

Highlight of the quarter hour 
airer is a weekly. five-minute inter- 
view with a high ranking eeleb. At 
show caught (3), her interview with 
Economic Stabilizer Eric Johnston 
made the country’s front pages 
when latter pulled his now famous 
“damn the consumer and © full 
pockets ahead.” Cannily pitching 
for headlines, Mrs. Markel has 
shown a 100% batting average in 
her four shows to date. This 
news-making talent can do neither 
her nor the company harm. 

The network show, which is car- 
ried a day late by the local outlet 
because of previous commitments, 
has already shaken itself down to 
a smooth format. There’s a brief 
introduction, touting the “famous 
guest and inside story from the na- 
tion’s capital” aspects, a one-min- 
ute break for commercials, cur- 
rently filled in unsold towns by 
background material on Mrs. M.. 
then a roundup of the weck’s news 
from the femme point of view. 
Such personal items as the Mar- 

aret Truman junket, the Myrna 
eo marriage, etc., are covered in 
Mrs. Markel’s typical, leisurely 
polished style. An interpretation 
of the heavier side of the news 
from the distaff point of view, in 
this cace, the tax situation, follows. 
These quickies, though angled for 
Mrs. John Q., are general enough 
to be listenable even by the man 
of the house. 

The highlight of the show, the 
intorview, gets top billing. In this 


case, the interview with Johnston 
was taped, but previous ones with 
“Veepee” Mrs. Alben Barkley and 


rand selects the music. He scored 


MARIO LANZA SHOW 
Lap" Ray 


Hollyweed 
(D'Arcy) * 

Currently one of the hottest 
names in showbusiness as a result 
of his Metro film roles and his 
RCA Victor “Be My Love” diselick, 
Mario Lanza makes a stronger than 
usual sub in stepping into the Ed- 
gar Bergen time slot during the 
latter’s summer vacation. This ses- 
sion hinges exclusively on Lanza’s 
pipes in an unadorned musical 
format slanted for the tenor’s fans. 
Lanza’s smash concert tour recenf- 
ly spells out the likelihood of a 
big audience for this show. 


Show is themed with the “Be My 
Love” tune on which Lanza initial- 
ly proved that a legit singer could 
handle a pop ballad. Lanza, how- 
ever, is more than a straight oper- 
atic voice and his mass appeal 
stems from the considerable quan- 
tity of schmaltz with which - hé 
dishes up his numbers. His com- 
mercially sentimental style was in 
top form on the kickoff show (10) 
when he reprised the theme song 
and a couple of other big ballads. 
Gisele MacKenzie, featured on the 
CBS “Club 15” show, also regis- 
tered nicely as the guest vocalist. 


Ray Sinatra’s orch added an im- 
portant dimension to this stanza 
with full-bodied musical back- 
grounds and a corking instrumental 
on “Dizzy Fingers.’ Bill Baldwin 
handles the plugs for the soft drink 
in okay taste. Herm. 


SUMMER IN ST. LOUIS 

With Helena Bliss, Walter Cassel, 
chorus, orch, Edwin McArthur 
conducting 

Director: Mark Russell 

Writer: Sydney Wright 

30 Mins., Fri., 7 p.m. CDST 
Sustaining 

KMOX, St. Louis 


This is a sock bally for the Mu- 
nicipal Theatre Assn.’s al fresco 
enterprise in the Forest Park Play- 
house. Its musical production 
make up’the program, aired locally 
and over the entire CBS web. The 
national coverage is on Sunday, 
three days after the local broad- 
cast, which is a preview of the 
forthcoming production. The pro- 
gram will continue through the 
season. 


Edwin McArthur, who is baton- 
ing at the open air theatre for the 
seventh consecutive —season, is 
maestro of the augmented orch 


solidly in the initialer. McArthur 
put chorus and tooters through 
an appropriate arrangement of 
“There’s No Business Like Show 
Business” for the teeoff, leading 
to a thumbnail sketch of the 
careets of Helena Bliss and Walter 
Cassel, leads. in “Nina Rosa,” 
Muny’s first show. Miss Bliss’ 
opening ditty, in which she clicked, 
was “Daughter of Peru.” Later she 
sang “Helio Young Lovers.” Casse! 
also scored with “Nina Rosa,” with 
malé chorus accompaniment. Both 
then teamed up to sock over “Only 


An .orchestral number, “Were 
Thine That Special Face,” also 
clicked. Station couldn’t resist the 
temptation to the web's 
m grams 
week, bringing 

Jack Smith, Dinah Shore, Morton 
Downey, etc., in the middle and 
windup of the program, thus break- 
ing the continuity of the business 
at hand. The web’s bally could be 
saved for the closing. Sahu.’ 


BREAKFAST WITH THE LYNNS 
With Jeffrey Lynn, Robin Chand- 


ler 
Producers-directors-writers: Lynn, 


Chandler 

45 Mins.; Mon.-thru-Fri., 8:15 a.m.; 
Sun., 11:15 a.m, . 

WOR, New York 


Jeffrey Lynn and his wife. 
Robin andier, have takean over 
the six - day - a - week morn- 
ing chitchat spot for the vaca- 
tioning Kollmars (Dorothy and 
Dick) in okay style. Transcri 
tions made by Dorothy and Dick in 
Europe will take over on June 24 
but until then their listeners will 
be more than well satisfied by the 
breakfast table discussions offered 
by the Lynns. 

Both are amiable and well 
spoken folk who aren’t afraid to 
render Opinions on topics as varied 
as men’s fashions and baby sitting. 
Preem stanza (10) moved along at 
elicko pace and kept listeners in- 
terested throughout. By avoiding 
the saccharine and Mr. and Mrs. 
web relationship, the Lynns came 
across as two adult people with 
something to say. Discussions were 
sparked with wit and intelligence 
and the topics were selected with 
care. If the L 


two wéek substitution period they 
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Sinatra oreh, Bill Bald- | W 


ynns can retain cali- 
bre of the initialer during their 
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U. Ss. : 
are moe 


a ph We. 
lenstein, Partice Mun- 
sel, guest; Pryor, Norman 
Brokenshire, Hicks 
Producer: Don 
60 Mins.; Sun., 8:36 p.m. 
U. &. STEEL 
NBC, from N. ¥. 

(BBD&O) 
For the third consecutive season, 
U. S. Steel is sponsoring the NBC 
Symphony in a series of summer 
‘concerts, for one of the finer pro- 
grams of the week. ‘Emphasis is 
again on the light classics, seasonal 
and palatable, Sunday’s (10) opener 
had the orch in great form under 
the baton of guest conducter Al- 
fred Wallenstein with the symph’s 
incisive attack and mellow tone 
shining through a_ well-chosen, 
varied selection of familiar favor- 
ites. 

In a new switch this season, U. S. 
Steel is paying tribute each week 
to a different locale. with these 
programs, tieing up the locale with 
either the week's conductor or 
soloist, or both. Because Wallen- 
stein is conductor of the Los An- 
geles Philharmonic, and_ soloist 
Patrice Munsel is ‘from Spokane, 
Steel (through narrator George 
Hicks) paid tribute to the cultural 
achievements of the Pacific Coast 
and dwelt on the part Steel’s Coast 
subsid, Columbia Steel, has had to 
do with it. Narration was pleasant, 
informative and not too iong or 
pressured. y 

Miss Munsel, a Met Opera favor- 
ite, sang the Waltz Song from 
Rose Marie,” “Danny Boy” and 
the Jewel Song from “Faust.” 
Singing was .of high calibre and 
ehoice. Orch played the Overture 
to “Mignon,” the “Carmen” Suite 
No, 1, Intermezzo from “Cavalleria 
Rusticana” and Rimsky-Korsakoff’s 
“Capriccio-Espagnol,” the brilliant 
orchestration and color of the last- 
named making a very effective 
finale. Bron, 





KEY OF GLASS , 
With Fredric March, Deborah 

Kerr, others 
30 Mins., Thurs. (7), 8 p.m. 
SUNBEAM BAKERS GROUP 
ABC, from New York 

This documentary was presented, 
by Sunbeam Bakers Gfoup, through 
Quality Bakers of America Coop- 
erative, on behalf of the country’s 
millers and bakers to mark the 
Nth anniversary of the enrich- 
ment of bread. It was the story 
of the discovery of the synthetic 
vitamin B-1 (thiamin) and its in- 
troduction into bread and came 
over as a solid pitch for enriched 
bread. 

Broadcast, based on the facts of 
Dr. Robert R. Williams’ career, 
treated its subject interestingly. 
The medico, played by Fredric 
March, started his long search for 
the vitamin when he saw Filipinos 
stricken with beri-beri in 1910. 
Documentary unfolded his pain- 
staking research to isolate the 
vitamin, his efforts to bring down 
the price and finally his getting 
bakers to use it in their products, 
with an experiment in Newfound- 
land finally convincing the 
skeptics. : 

Script sustained interest via the 
technique of a scientific whédunit 
and there were a couple of good 
humorous touches. Yet there were 
some lapses due to the fact the 
principals didn’t quite come off as 
real people, although March and 
Deborah Kerr did well by the 
vehicle. Production was compe- 
tent. 

In view of the show’s being 
sponsored by a particular indus- 
trial group, a question might be 
raised as to its objectivity. One 
could ask, for instance, since vita- 
mins are so important, how the 
enriched white loaf stacks up 
against -whole wheat bread. Bril. 


KENNETH BANGHART AND THE 
NEWS 


With John Laing, announcer 
5 Mins.; Mon.-thru-Fri., 2:55 p.m. 
LUCKIES. 
NBC, from N. Y. 
; (BBD&O) “ 
Kenneth Banghart, the breezy 
“pinpoint-the-news” man, has add- 


ed a new five-minute afternoon. 


cross-the-board network show to 
his other newscasts, to give the 
man for femme) who runs a quick, 
superficial glance at some of the 
nation’s headlines (and help sell 
a few more Luckies).. Show is 
snappy, glib and interesting, and 
ought to satisfy on all its require- 
ments. 

Checking quickly around the 
country’s newspa . Banghart on 
show caught (8) contrasted the 
four-inch snowfall in Montana with 
the 93 de temperature in Fort 
Myers, 
Acheson inquiry, and a new Mis- 
souri campaign scandal, and men- 
tioned the case of the missing Brit- 
ish diplomats, and the Wic 
flyer who ‘ways being hono: 
home town that . it: gave the 
auditor a running the 
headlines, atleast 





should be spotted at a breakfast 
table of their own. 


+5 Luckies.eommercials were brief 
and easy to take, too. Bron, 





Fla.; commented on the/| bed 


(“Short Happy Life of Francis Ma- 


comber”) ve 
With Eva Le Galiienne, comme 

Rose, Joan Alexander, © de}! 

Holmes; Fred Cellins, announcer 
Writer: Ernest Kimoy -  - 
Producer: Hugh Kemp 
Director: Edward King 
60 Mins.; Sun., 7:30 
NBC, from New Yo: 

NBC is making an effective bid 
for cultural kudos, in a manner 
that should also get it a fair rating, 
in its “New Theatre.” In a sense 
it represents a dramatic counter- 
part of the NBC Symphony sum- 
mer concerts which follow it, as a 
blend of classical and popular ele- 
ments. Series will present adapta- 
tions of significant novels,- with 
“The Disenchanted,” “The Street,” 
“Young Man With a Horn” and 
“Daisy Kenyon” on the agenda. 

Kickoff vehicle was Ernest Hem- 
ingway's “Short Happy Life of 
Francis Macomber.” ‘ome, which 
was given a fine a tation by 
Ernest Kinoy, had the lure of the 
Hemingway name,.an exotic locale 
(the African jungle), violent action 
(hunting for lion), sophisticated 
characters in a sharp conflict,.and 
suspense. Added to this was a 
slick production with a full hour 
in which to unfold the yarn unhur- 
riedly. , 

Script was centered on three 
characters: Francis Macomber, 
wealthy, cynical playboy who tried 
to prove himself to his wife by 
showing his mettle in a big game 
hunt; his bitter, cruel wife who had 
a penchant for man-fishing; and 
Wilson, a professional hunter who 
felt that the jungle beasts have 
more dignity than humans. Mrs. 
Macomber’s infidelity with Wilson 
was tastefully handled, and its in- 
clusion is an indication_of the ma- 
turity of the series. 

Cast, including Norman Rose, 
Joan Alexander and Wendell 
Holmes, did a good job in getting 
the story’s values across. Where 
the airer was weak was in Heming- 
way’s emphasis on violence and his 
theory that in shooting down lion 
or buffalo a man can “come of age.” 
It’s a theme that obscured his in- 
sight into the mixed-up emotions 
of the sporty set. 

Eva Le Gallienne served as fem- 
cee, introing the piece and winding 
with a pitch for the theatre, 
whether performed on stage or be- 
fore the mike. Her participation 
would be of greater value if more 
of an analysis were made of the 
novels, as was the case on “New 
Theatre's” predecessor, “NBC The- 
atre.” Latter show, which origi- 
nated on the Coast, seemed to pack 
more of an emotional punch. But 
perhaps as it develops the New 
York airer will hit the high mark 
set by the previous series. Bril. ° 


JACK EIGEN 
Producer: Milton Kaye 
Directors: Leonard Ditson, Larry. 

Jengo 
Writer: Milton Wallach 
180 Mins., nightly, midnight 
WMGM, N. Y. 

Jack Eigen, who initiated the 
cafe disk-jockey type shows in the 
N. Y. area, is a vet of long stand- 
ing in this field. He o 
made his first stand in a short- 
lived Broadway venture and then 
moved over to the Copa,- where 
he was instrumental in projecting 
this form of post-midnight enter- 
tainment to its present popularity. 
He’s now taken over the spot long 
occupied by Bea Kalmus at Hut- 
ton’s Restaurant, and indica 
that he can make this time slot 
valuable commercially. Of course, 
he’s still to contend with spieler 
Barry Gray working from nd- 
ler’s Restauarnt, who is generally 
conceded to have a major share 
of the insomniac fringe. 

Eigen,‘ on his preem_ session 
Monday (11), provided an aura of 
excitement. A show biz who’s who 
showed up at the preem, and ac- 
cording to the atm gene- 
rated over the air, en is here 
to stay at this spot. The 
night gala indicated that 
the kind of 


delivery 

is virile and tly he has a 
sufficient knowledge of show biz to 
make the celebs feel at ease on 
his show. He conducts an inter- 
view nicely. ¢ 
Should the entertainment top- 
pers fail to show up, Eigen has 
devised a sufficient number of 
gimmicks to keep listeners inter- 
ested. He'll do a migratory mike 
stint around the room, and he de- 
posits an envelope somewhere in 
town, with finder ting a wrist 
watch. This angle is probably de- 
— for the ene eee on 
since nobody's going out o 
, especially in winter, to look 
for an enveldope. 
Of course, the success of this 
venture will still dep on the 
type of customers o show up. 
| Preem, with a loaded house, was a 
fine show filled with excitement. 
Should he continue this 


; pace, the 
)past-midnight time will be among 
hos more 


g.in radio. 
Jose. 
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GUY LOMBARDO TIME : 
With Guy Lombardo Orch, Kenny 
Gardner, 


Carson; : ire Baruch, *.. rd 


Writer - producer oducer - director: Harry 
s.; Sun., 7 


. | se 
| AMERICAN TOBACCO 
CBS, from 


' BD&O ) \ 

Filling the cream Sunday time 
slot, vacated for the stimmer by 
the- Jack Benny show, Lucky Strike 
cigs has come up with a@ good 
straight musical stanza featuring 
the. Guy Lombardo organization 


and guest vocalists. Taped at vari- 
ous armed forces camps around 
the country, show is neatly pack- 
aged and highly listenable. with no 
pretensions of making any sensa- 
tional splash in the rating index. 
Format is conventionally de- 
signed to showcase the familiar 


gy stanza which ori ted 
rom the Mitchell Field Air 


cluding “Happiriess,” “The Synco- 

ated Clock,” “ Sails in the 
unset” and others. Band vocal- 
ists Kenny Gardner and Bill Flan- 
nigan neatly handled their assign- 
ments with the twin pianos of Fred 
Kreitzer and Bill Brennan also 
clicking with their rendition of 
“Humoresque.” Mindy Carson, 
guesting the show, scored with her 
vocals on “Candy and Cake” and 
“Lonely Little Robin.” 

Plugs for the cig sponsor were 
sold via the “Be Happy, Go Lucky” 
jingle. Herm. 


THE SOUND OF SUNDAY 
With Binnie Barnes, Robert Pres- 
ton, John Gibson, John Me- 

Govern, Agnes Young, Danny 

Harris, David Anderson 
Producer-director: Fred Weihe 
Writer: Alvin Boretz 
30 Mins.; Sun. (10), 12:30 p.m. 
Sustaining 
NBC, from N. Y. 

This was an eloquent contribu- 
tion to the current Cerebral Palsy 
drive, as well as a stirring drama- 
tic show. Scripter Alvin Boretz, 
who wrote the CP airer, “Love Is 
A Doctor,” four years ago, was 
himself father of a cerebral palsied 
child, now dead. His script here 
was highly surcharged and emo- 
tional, but was really moving. 
fine production, and standout per- 
formances by the two leads, Binnie 
Barnes and Robert Preston, greatiy 
helped. 

Story has been told on the air 
before, and even quite recently, 
but it was no less effective there- 
fore. Yarn was a very affecting 
human interest story of a family 
confronted with the problem of a 
palsied baby, urged to institutional- 
— it, tay apa — = 
stea nding the proper gnosis 
education, treatment and care, and 
raising a lovable, loyal family 
member as result. ~ 

Miss Barnes, who is essentially a 
fine dramatic actress) in contrast to 
her present shenanigans in the 
Broadway farce, ‘Twentieth Cen- 
tury”), was very appealing and: 
heartwarming as a soft, under- 
standing and patient mother. Pres- 
ton, as the brusque, embittered but 
essentially decent father, was a 
teammate. Supporting cast 
filled in nicely. Music, ob 
and other details dovetailed ig 

‘on. 





SPORTS BEAT 
With Wendell Smith 
Producer-director: Leonard Evans 
15 Mins.; Mon.-thru-Fri., 7:30 p.m. 
JACKSON MUTUAL 
WJID, Chicago 

(Meyeroff ) 


Althou bankrolled by a Chi 
Seuth Side insurance firm and ob- 
viously aimed at 1 Negro audi- 
ence, this sports has 
general interest to it out of 
ss progr. . 

trength of the series lies in Her- 
ald-American ter. Wen- 
dell Smith’s ente in lining up 


topflight interviews with key local 


figures, thus making it more 
beg rundown of the sports wire 
copy. ? 


On show heard (5), Smith scored 
a minor scoop in bringing White 
Sox player Orestes Minoso to the 
mike. -Minoso, first Negro mem- 
ber of the team, has been the sub- 


ject of reams of newspaper copy 
and was a natural for the ew 
segment of the show. Despite 
Smith’s 


tendency to overpress, a 
minor fault which will be elimin- 
ated by ex ence, talk session 
paid off with hefty interest for the~ 


Tan. ° 
Balance of the frame was de- 
voted to the latest sport news, 


which Smith handled in okay fash- 





ion;.but gabber could slow down 
his pace somewhat. Dave. 
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oe | PERFECT MESH 


in rgaie and felbtaleia. the *s are best co- 
ordinated when the buyer is brought together with 
the | seller fe an flective, ‘Songoring medium. 





"PREVIEW? of the new 1951/52 6 season, published 


soon, ‘is such’ a medium. - 


Summer is program- -planning time by sponsors, 
dvertising agencies and their time and talent- 


“bayers. That is when a direct memorandum to 


~, 


NEW YORK 19, 
. 154 West 46th Street 


Pt (Omcaceiw 
(  .612-Ne. hig akc 





,. 


them, phil slik Gactialicg Ubey:eetgieis xe 
station time availability | is most effective. 


Variety’s Radio and Television ‘REVIEW AND 


PREVIEW’ edition is blueprinted as radio and 
video’s buying guide for the new season. Its im- 


portant editorial content, ‘plus Variety’s wide cir- 
culation in all branches of the radio ‘industry, 
insure the extra importance of the ‘REVIEW AND 
PREVIEW’ issue. - 


_ HOLLYWOOD 28, 
~ 6311 Yueea Street 
LONDON, WC 2 
8 St. Martin’s Place 
Trafalgar Sq. 
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"Prien the Predation Centres 


ay 





IN NEW YORK CITY... 


Radio actor Jack Lieyd adding “Song of Liberty,” “Alias Jane Doe” 
and “O’Hara” to his Coast credits... Maurice B. Mitchell, ex-BAB 
topper and now general manager of Associated Program Service, elected 
to the board of Muzak....Lowell Thomas to address National Assn. of 
Retail Grocers in Chi Friday (15)... 
Philly, is new newscaster for WINS....Annette Marantz, of WOR en- 
tertainment bureau, marrying Al Schenkein, of William Morris 
Agency, on July 8....Ted Brown’s WMGM early morning show has 
added a daily feature with Dodgers traveling secretary Harold Parrott 
airing the team’s news via two-way phone colloquy. 

Frank Weiner, ABC writer, moves over to CBS. Other shifts in ABC 
scriptery include Arlene Wood moving up from promotion to senior 
writer and Patricia Shelby upped from secretary to.apprentice scribbler 
Compton agency has awarded v.p. stripes to C. W. Dudley, Jr., and 
William Geoghegan Franklin Pulaski, Oleg Cassini and Jacques 
Fray subbing for vacationing Igor Cassini on WJZ 








Hollywood after g the Houston office for the past year.... 
Homer Canfield, s program director, on the mend after minor 
surgery....Frank Ferrin, Irv Brecher and Mannie Rosenberg whipping 
the streams of Canada for coupla weeks. When Ferrin returns he packs 
up for a safari in India to shoot footage for “Jungle Fire”....Sam 
Hearn’s ‘‘Mr. Jacoby” character is proving more popular than his 
Schlepperman and one of the nets may build a comedy show around 
him....ABC crowd tossed a farewell party for Frank 

sion veepee, who moves over to the William Morris office as Coast 
head of radio and TV. 


IN CHICAGO ... 





Frederick Maness, ex-WCAU, | 


~ Don MeNeill marks his 18th anni as “Breakfast Club” toastmaster 
| June 22. Morning strip now aired on ABC has racked up 5,320 broad- 
|casts....Loule Quinn debuted Monday (11) with a Monday through 
| Saturday interview session from Nemets restaurant aired via WGN at 
| 11:30 p.m. to 12:30 a.m.....Jack Sterling airing his WCBS early morn- 
|ing disk show from WBBM Thursday (14) and Friday (15). ...Reliance 
| Manufacturing has purchased three 15-minute segments of Norman 
Ross’ early morning disk show on WAMQ....Arthur Chureh has 
| shifted from CBS network sales to WBBM sales crew... .Sterling 
Drugs. debuted last week with a five-minute cross-the-board newscast, 
| 6:10-6:15 a.m., on WMAQ... .Jim Conway’s “Shopping With the Missus” 
WBBM strip celebrates its 1,400th airmg June 21 with a special out- 


..- ABC will air a | door carnival show in cooperation with the Spotlight Super Mart.... 


special National Foundation for Infantile Paralysis show on June 21 at | Dorothy Reynolds, Mutual salés service manager here, vacationing in 


10 p.m.... 
Zionist organization. . 


WLIB to be kudosed today (Wed.) by Mizrachi Women, | Fiorida....NBC commentator Alex Dreier off té Pawhuska, Okla., 
Arnold Snyder, ex-WTTM, Trenton, is new pro-' Friday (15) to address the Osage County Cattlemen’s Assn.....“Top 


motion-publicity director of WNJR, vice Jim Ryall, recalled to army | Tunes With Trendler,” WGN feed to Mutual and featuring Bob Trend- 


duty Kate McComb new to “Stella Dallas”... .Joy Hathaway, Renald 
Long and Larry Haines added to “Young Widder Brown.” 

ABC has combined its research and sales presentation departments, 
with Oliver Treyz heading the new section. Separate AM and TV 
divisions will be set up Julie A. Reiley has been appointed adver- 
tising coordinator of RCA Victor’s custom record sales division, under 
supervision of Bennett S. Resner....WNEW program director Dick 
Pack looking for an “educated hillbilly” to conduct a country music 
show for the indie....ABC account exec Harold Day named prez of 
Colgate U. Alumni Corp....WMGM’s Ted Brown toe be named*“Disk 
Jockey Expectant Father of the Year” Friday (15) by Expectant 
Fathers Clubs . . . Charles F. Gannon, public relations veepee of Ben- 
ton & Bowles, resigned Friday (8) to form a public relations firm with 
Spencer Armstrong. 


IN HOLLYWOOD ... 


Ginny Simms won the nod over a fast field-of fillies for the singing 
spot with Dinah Shere and Jack Smith on the Tide ip. Starting 
Aug. 27 she raises her voice where once Margaret Whi piped the 
pops Wrigley took another hitch in the “Life With Luigi” contract 
After his return from Memphis, where he takes a troupe of per- 
formers to help dedicate a new drug plant, Jack Benny packs for his 
entertainment tour of Korea....Bunny Coughlin and Ted Hediger in 
town to tape a few “Martin Kane’s” with the new private eye, Lieyd 
Nolan, who’s tied up in a picture....Corny Jackson bought a doublé- 
deck trailer for his trips down to Erle Stanley Gardner’s ranch and 
farther south, Chuck Luckman’s. No dude rancher is the latter. He 
gets out and rustles cattle with the hands....Neal Reagan, headman 
in Hollywood for McCann-Erickson, looms as the next prez of Advertis- 
ing Association of the West. That would oblige him to relinquish his 
right of succession as next prexy of Hollywood Ad Club....Al Pearce, 
long missing from radio, may bring back Elmer Blurt, the door-to-door 
salesman on beth radio and TV. In recent years he has devoted his 
time to private interests, which include a prune pitting machine that 
has added considerably to his income ...Toni ordered a renewal of 
“Alias Jane Doe,” matinee drama directed by Regers Brackett for 
Foote, Cone & Belding....Burt Oliver is coming back to FC&B in 
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WAAM Personnel Switches 
Baltimore, June 12. 
In a realignment of production 
personnel at WAAM, indie tele- 
vision outlet here, Paul Kane and 
Ed Sarrow have been named sen- 





Courtesy of 
Now 
DON 
in “THE MILKMAN” 
(Universat-InternationaD 
Management WILLIAM MORRIS AGENCY 


upped to assistant directors; Dick 
Lusher and Allen Holmes added to 
the camera crew, and Kenn Smith 
named a staff prejectionist. 














5 Kilo is Killo-Dillo 
In WFIL-adelphia 


You can’t stand on ceremony 
if you want to be heard by shop- 
pers in all 14 counties of Phila- 
deiphia’s $6 billion market zone, 


Best way to break the ice in 
this area of 4,400,000 people 
and $6 billion in buying power, 
is to get em at home, where 

‘more radio owners tune WFIL 
than ever before. 

BMB says two-thirds of all 
pie etry = apie listen 
regularly to — watts 
at 560 kilocycles. You hit hard, 
fast, and clean—not only in 
Philly but in all, 147 “home 
markets’’ outside city limits 
where a majority of the area’s 
population lives and shops. 


And these same five kilos sweep 
way out into a huge bonus area 
jn many nearby counties, giving . 
WFIL total coverage of 6,800,000 . 
people with more than $9 billion 
effective buying income. 

To be first on the dial in. 
America’s third largest market, 
schedule WFIL. 





.|to the winner as an extra bonus. 


| the medium. It’s 





Tele Reviews 


Continued from page 4 


spieling for Longines-Wittnauer for 
15 years and whose voice has prac- 
tically become an aural trademark 
for the firm. There was too much 
repetition, however, of some of the 
slogans, and signs with the spon- 
sor’s name—visible for much of 
the show, detract from the air of 
distinction being sought. Bril. 


QUIZ OF TWO CITIES 
With Henry Hickman, Bill Malone, 

Nelson Baker 
Producer-Writer: Roy Windsor 
30 Mins., Wed., 10:30 p.m. 
GUNTHER BREWER 
WAAM-TV and WMAL-TV, from 

Baltimore and Washington 

(Biow) 

This longtime radio standard 
which : originated here on WFBR, 
employs the same basic pattern 
and handling as the air show with 
members of studio audiences in 
Baltimore and Washington compet- 
ing for cash and a continuing point 
total. Henry Hickman and Nelson 
Baker, veterans -of the Baltimore 
end, are on again with Hickman 
asking questions against his Wash- 
ington counterpart, Bill Malone. 
Baker is the moderator. d 

Cameras pick up contestants i 
each town switching over after 
series of queries are posed by the 
inquisitors who- try to steam up 
an intercity rivalry. A jackpot 
question winds up the doings with 
“unawarded prize money doled out 








Radio program built into an ex- 
citing series which ran for many 
years and current television setup 
has most of the makings for a 
repeat. Pace is a drawback at the 
moment. Greater emphasis on the 
visual phases of the questions is 
an immediate requirement. 
Questions come in series of four 
or five and answers are given as 
they are put, with audience sitting 
in on a reprise of the same set of 
ueries from the competing team. 
e suspense element is thus 
dissipated. M of right or 
wrong at the conclusion of both 
of the towns’ trys, might help. It’s 


a natural for studio presentation. 





magazine losing 
ne prices for editorial matter. 

t the same time, it’s claimed, 
program prices are low enough on 
a cost-per-thousand basis to make 
radio more economical than any 
other medium. The AM salesmen 
stress this in relation to tele, where 
not only are talent-production nuts 
zooming but time costs are og 
ly skyrocketing. They feel that 
spenders who put big coin into the 
TV poker game, and then find the 
ante raised, are acting foolishly if 
they turn in their AM hands. 

Moreover, the AM spokesmen 
feel that whatever overall loss in 
circulation the medium may have 
experienced, it has more than com- 
pensatéd by the recent 10-16% 
rate cuts. To some extent the net- 
works have been spurred: into ac- 





ler and orch and singers Peggy Taylor and Tony Fontaine, shifts 
from its present Sunday slot to the Thursday 9:30 to 10 p.m. slot.... 
WBBM gabber Bob Grant on a two-week Navy hitch.;..George Herro, 
Chi Mutual flack, in Cleveland on biz. 

+ 





filiates Committee, both of which 
have been working together. 

It’s viewed by those supporting 
AM, that one of the key areas in 
the fight will be on the question of 
a more accurate measure of broad- 
cast audiences. These sources feel 
that A. C. Nielsen and C. E. 
Hooper, -on whose statistics the 
Assn. of National Advertisers 
based its bearish report on radio, 
consistently sell the medium short. 
They reason that radio was so un- 
derpriced-before TV’s inroads that 
it can write off a third or more of 
its circulation and still prove a 
better buy than any other medium. 


Tele Academy Changes 
Format on Emmy Awards 
After Last Year’s Beefs 


Hollywood, June 12. 


Academy of Television Arts & 
Sciences, which took a beating in 
the press last year over its annual 
Emmy awards, has decided to 
change its award format. Organiza- 
tion will have the nation’s press 
nominate five or six top shows in 
each category, with membership 
voting the final awards. Committee 
headed by Hal Roach, Jr., set up 
after beefs over awards last year, 
came up with a scheme to make 
awards national in scope. Also on 
the committee were Tom Armis- 
tead, George Fogle, Nina Mara and 
Mildred Beach. 


They divided the awards into six 
categories — best dramatic show, 
best comedy, best variety show, 
best actor, best actress and best 
comedian. On the local scale, the 
committee also decided on a spe- 
cial award for either a 
writing, camera and film or art di- 
rection. A “special achievement” 
award also will be made. 











Kentucky B’casters Meet 
Endorses Assembly Bills 
For Industry Protection 


Louisville, June 12. 
Two-day midyear meeting of the 


Kentucky Broadcasters Assn. was: 


held in Louisville Thursday-Friday 
(7-8). Business sessions occupied 
most of the two days, and meet 
wound up with a dinner and floor 
show, arranged by J. Porter Smith, 
WGRC manager. - 

Following registration and an 
executive committee meeting 
Thursday, R. T. Mason, WMRN, 
Marion, O., district NARTB direc- 
tor, addressed the 150 delegates 
on freedom and responsibility. 

At the 2. p.m. session Thursday 
Oliver Gramling, AP asst. general 
manager, gave a 30-minute illus- 
trated talk on “Your News and Its 
Revenue Potential.” 


Following a report of the Legis- 


lative Committee Friday, a panel 
discussion of high school _ sports 
airing fees was held, with Sam 
Livingston, WK YB, Paducah, 
chairman. Panel went on record 
as opposing graduated fees for 
sports events, and decided to ton- 
fer with Bernie Shively, U. of 
Kentucky athletic director, on fees 
charged radio stations to air games 
of the State High School Basketball 
Tournament. The radio managers 
and operators said newspapers pay 
no similar fees in Kentucky. 

BMI session was addressed by 
Carl Haverlin, BMI prez, and Ken 
Sparnon, of BMI station relations. 

Association endorsed three bills 
for consideration by the Kentucky 
General Assembly. Kentucky Press 
Assn. is expected te work with the 
KBA for passage of the bills. They 
provide for protection against 
damage claims for defamation by a 
radio station or newspaper; pro- 


tection against responsibility for 


political candidates’ statements, 
and for false info contained in 
press-association material, if the 
user had no reason to know such 
information was false. Final point 
was recommendation that radio sta- 
tions, like newspapers, would not 
be required to reveal confidential 
sources of news, 
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' W. Gibson Park and Hugh 
jonois and Richard W, Hubbell of the Voice of America, 
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WNBT, NBC-TV’s N. Y. 
antenna atop the Em 
the other four N. 
the FCC to move to the tower 
within the next few months, 
to start operations 
WCBS-TV (CBS), 


now to switch its antenna site, but 


with an eye to possibly moving in the future. 
Each station is paying $70,000 yearly for use of the tower, plus an 


additional $7 per square foot for 


antenna. As a result, the average yearly rental will be $100,000. While 


Inside Stuff—Television 


Siate Bldg,’ NY, Monday morning (11), with 
. video outlets already 


WIJZ-TV (ABC) is next in line, hoping 
from the Empire 
WABD (DuMont) and WPIX (N.Y. Daily News). 
WATV, Newark indie, has’an application pending 

similar move. WOR-TYV, last of the seven N. Y. outlets, has no plans 











80,000 Houston Sets 
Houston, June 12. 
Total number of television sets 
here this week passed the 80,000 
mark. It has been announced hy 
Jack Harris, general. manager of 
KPRO-TV, that starting in the fall 


the outlet will start at 10 a.m. in- 
stead of 12:30 p.m. as at present. 
When the outlet first went on the 
air in June, 1950, there were 35 
hours of programs Scheduled cur- 
rently there are 85 hours of pro- 
gramming scheduled and in the 
fall it will pass the 100-hour mark. 


. the new. multiple-use 


from 


granted pei 
from there 


to start 
State early in July. Others are 
with the FCC for a 
will watch operations .of the others 


transmitter floor space below the 


use of the new antenna, which rises a quarter-of-a-mile above the city, 
will inerease slightly the ,transmitting range of the stations, its chief 
advantage is expected to be the transmission of better and clearer pic- 





tures, with the elimination of ghosts and other interference. 





Charles Scribner’s publishing house jumped the gun on a scheduled 
“Philco TV Playhouse” show by advertising inthe N. Y. Times book 


review section Sunday (10) that its 


the “Philco” show that night via NBC. Program instead presented an 
original by Max Wilk, titled “The Fast Dollar.” 


NBC producer Fred Coe subbed 


last week but it was too late to cancel the ad. Script on the Scribner 
book, according to Coe, was not in shape yet for staging on TV. Philco 
still has rights to it and will probably air it next season. 





“Broadway Open House” TV program is giving Lenny Litman, oper- 


ator of the Copa in Pittsburgh, plen 


a crimp in his booking schedules every so often. 
ago Litman had Nancy Evans set for a week at his place as well as on 


a couple of guest teevee shots, and 
cause she had a chance to make 
House.” 

Same thing happened last week. 


of long standing, and then “Open House” paged him, too, and Litman 
agreed to an indefinite postponement again. 
music hall star and London recording artist, was hurriedly booked in 


to replace him, marking her Americ 





Working on possibility that Red Skelton’s recent appendectomy may 
change: plans for comic’s. first television show, Russell Seeds agency 


has obtained an okay from Coast o 


Musicians Union to switch from the projected filming to a live show. 
Skelton will make the final decision, but if a shift is made, show will 
be done live on the Coast and kinnied for the east. TVA rules nor- 
mally bar showing of a kinnie 60 days after show is given, so agency 
had to get an okay on its plan to do the Sept. 2, Sept. 16 and Sept. 30 
First. kinnie would. be seen here Sept. 30 


shows on closed kinescope. 
and the first live show on Oct. 7. 


be seen until June 8 and June 15, 1952; respectively (unless the cable is 
in operation before then) so the TVA nod was needed. 





Hal Cooper, writer on “Television Baby Sitter” and “Magic Cottage,” 
both aired over WABD, DuMont’s N. Y. flagship, was signed to a three- 
year contract this week by the web, matching that previously signed 
by Pat Meikle, star of the two programs. Two shows start their third 


Cafe owner said he wouldn’t stand in her way. 


65% Set Reduction 


Continued from page 31 


| dictions were hard te come by be- 
cause of the several factors in- 
volved. 

Currently, though, the manufac- 
turers are in the midst of a severe 
doldrum, which according to their 
own figures has cut output 65%, 
with some 50,000 employees laid 
off and warehouses jammed with 
nearly 500,000 unso'd sets. Credit 
restrictions, the excise tax and the 
continuing .F-CC-imposed-- channel 
freeze bear the brunt of the blame, 
RTMA charges. 


It’s the lifting of the freeze with 
video reaching the far corners of 
the country now barren of stations 
and sets that will give the manu- 
facturers a needed shot in their 
production schedules, RTMA board 
chairman Robert C. Sprague told 
the delegates. : ’ ‘ 


Sprague was reelected to his 
board post. Glen McDaniel con- 
tinues as president and James Se- 
crest stays on as general manager 
and secretary. 

Trade group now has 360 differ- 
ent member companies. 





“Build-Up Boys” would be seen on 


the Wilk play for “Build-Up Boys” 


ty of headaches and manages to put 
Couple of months 


she begged him to let her out be- 
a flock of appearances on “Open 


George DeWitt had a date at Copa 
Anne Shelton, London 


an nitery debut. 


fficials of Television Authority and 





Second and third kinnies wouldn’t 


Fitchburg, Ma: :—John Wrisley, 
former disk jock at WTAG, Wor- 
cester, is now deejay and program 
director at WFGM here. He as- 
sumes duties vacated by Ed Pen- 
new, who has moyed to WTAO, 
Cambridge. 





year on the station Monday (18), with “Cottage” continuing through 
the summer, while “Baby Sitter” takes a hiatus. Cooper and Miss 


Meikle, husband and wife, leave for a two-week vacation in Florida | 


and Bermuda July 1. During their absence, two characters previously 
introduced into the “Cottage” show will be written into the script to 
serve as hosts for Miss Meikle. 





Jerome (Tad) Reeves, promotion manager of WBNS-TV, Columbus, 
addressed the radio,. tele and media departments of Kenyon & Eck- 
hardt agency Friday (8) on the problems of local TV. stations. 

With agencies and sponsors beefing about the treatment they are 
getting from outlets in one and two-station. markets, Reeves’ talk is 
considered likely to set a precedent. It’s figured that by sending rep- 
resentatives to agencies to explain the local station point of view, the 
broadcasters can create some good will for themselves—which will 
come in handy after the freeze is lifted and stations now in the driver's 


rom 
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FOR 


seat will face stiff competition 


FV developments, 
Sessions start on June 18 
specialists to 






‘Voice 


Continued from page 31 
tivities, it is pointed out, has soared 
from about $21,000,000 in the fiscal 
' year of 1948 to $112,000,000 in the 
current fiscal year, with $115,000,- 














for the agencies’ biz, ' 


this summer will for 
and will run for seven weeks. Among the 


will be Dr. Herta Herzog, of McCann-Erickson; 
‘Williams 


=| blanket the world 


5 ESS Slebemenge 


Broadcasting at the New School 
the first time cover interna- 


of UN Radio; and Fernand Auber- 





000 requested for 1952, exclusive 
of sperleceanion appropriations. 
; “hue and cry” by “pro- 
“Voice’ enthusiasts” over the recent 
action. by Congress in cutting by 
90% a supplemental request for 
$97,500,000 for new radio projects, 
Council asserts, “served only to 
confuse the American people re- 
garding an activity of Government 
about which they deserve to be 
better informed. ; 


“Sinee its inception, the ‘Voice 





cil reports. With “sensible planning 
and competent direction, unhurried 


unh 
by feverish pressure to expand and 
arerene® the 


The study concludes that a 
“Voice” is needed “and the public 
will recognize that need if its lead- 
ers will let the Seevty. ot its per- 
propads ‘of its partisans speak 

or it.” ZS 


90,000 television homes 


~ 4 








telephone i y ever here, me TE, 1, 0 calls 
plicants under the new security : 
machinery, and improved operat- -- 
ing procedures have helped the 
“Voice” do a better job, the Coun- , 


Serving a market of more then 









‘of sped ‘quality but. of limited 


quantity, 

Dutch TV, like radio, will be 
operated according .to a plan in 
which the state and five public 
corporations cooperate. Because 
the country is small and poor, 
commercial programming is being 
seriously considered. First TV ‘sta- 
tion is in Amsterdam, with studios 
in a remodeled church. 

Progress in England 

England’s TV is making rapid 
progress, but France’s appears to 
be at a standstill, Morgenthau told 
Variety. In London, Mrs. Roosevelt 
did several interview shots for the 
BBC and, in exchange, used British 
facilities to kinescope her NBC 
show. Since Britain has only two 
stations, beaming identical pro- 
grams, kines are infrequently 
made. However, the TV recordings 
proved excellent. 

English equipment is good and 
is steadily being improved, al- 
though it’s not available in as large 
quantities as in U. S: New studios 
in Lime Grove, originally built for 
films, are larger and permit great- 
er. flexibility than any Yank. oper- 
ation. Crews, which run about the 
same size as in the U. S., are 
efficient. Much of the program- 
ming is top grade, Morgenthau 
said, particularly the dramatic 
shows and some forums: 

Cecil McGiven, comptroller of 
BBC-TV, is now in the U: S. and 
Morgenthau is talking to him on 


} possibility of commercial distribu- 


tion of some BBC video shows in 
this country. One airer he is seek- 
ing is “In The News,” panel pro- 
gram on current issues. 

Unlike the U. S. situation, Brit- 
ish, politicos are reluctant to go 
before the tele cameras and need 
top official clearances. “In some 
eases the British leaders I asked 
to appear with Mrs. Roosevelt: qn 
TV were as shocked as though 
Dean Acheson had been asked to 
wrestle on video,” Morgenthau 
said, 

French leaders, on the other 
hand, are freer about TV guesting 


ae 


Lonisville’s favorite local programs ere seen on WHAS-TV . . ds shown 
by the University of Louisville in the most, intensive coincidental 


Continued from ~ ge 
and show enthusiasm for the me-— 
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Europe TV 


dium. Tec , however, Gallic 
tele is stalemated by its two sys- 
‘tems, of 441-line and 819-line defi- 
nition. The high definition system, 
which is more expensive’ and re- 
quires wider bands for transmis- 
sion, can’t ‘be received on the low 
definition sets. The French beam 
part of the. time in each system 
and occasionally in both systems— 
which requires: both kinds of cam- 
eras on the set. 


x 
Tintair 
Continued from page 21 
jecting the Tuesday at 9 period, 
which opened up when Vaughn 
Monroe was cancelled. Possibility 
of Procter & Gamble putting Red 
Skelton into the Tuesday at 9 NBC 
period to follow Berle, cued 









Strauss’ decision not to play 


around with that kind of competi- 
tion. 


CBS, in turn, has offered Strauss 


‘either half-hour in the Tuesday 8 


to 9 period (opposite Berle), since 
it looked like American Grocers, 
which had an option on.the hour, 
wouldn’t carry through on its pro- 
posed bigtime musical stanza. CBS’ 
inability to deliver Dinah Shore 
for the time is reported to have 
cooled American Grocers to the 
idea of competing against Berle. 





Pittsburgh—Jay Russell is now 
in charge of publicity at WDTV 
with Jimie Spanos’ shift to the 
scripting department . . .. Marion 
Beardmore, femme commentator 
on WMCK, will appear at the 
White Barn Theatre again | this 
summer in “The Silver Whistle.” 
She’s done “The Two Mrs. Car- 
rolls,” “Life With Mother” and 
“Strange Bedfellows” there in past 
seasons . . . “Pittsburghers in the 
News,” which Jane Ellen Ball 
does on WJAS every. Saturday 
evening at 6:30, has been discon- 
tinued for the summer. 
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New York 

Robert Montgomery will star 
in, as well as produce,’ William 
irish’s “Three O’Clock” on NBC’s 
“Lucky Strike Theatre” next Mon- 
day night with Vaughn Taylor and 
Olive Deering, also set for lead 
roles. Raymond Scott has com- 

sed a special score for the show 
ie harp and human voices, which 
will be used as musical instru 
ments ... James Starbuck, choreo- 

pher for - NBC’s “Show of 

ows,” leaving for an extended 
European vacation Saturday ... 
Clarke (Fritz) Snyder named to the 
newly-created of field rep- 
resentative for TV sales serv- 
ice. He'll headquarter in N. Y. but 
be on the road most of the time to 
work with network affiliates... 
Dorothy Sarnoff, singer currently 
in the Broadway musical, “King 


and 1,” guesting on Margaret 
Arlen’s daytimer via CBS Frida 
(15) . . . Martin MeConnachie, Of- 


ficial TV Films producer into Kew 
Gardens hospital last Saturday 
with a ruptured song i gaan 
E. G. Marshall guesting on NBC’s 
“Martin Kane, Private Eye’ to- 
morrow night (Thurs.) ... Liam 
Sullivan set for a lead role in 
WOR-TV’s “Mr. and Mrs. Mys- 
tery” Friday night ... Wright King 
guests on NBC’s “Gabby Hayes 
Show” Sunday ... “Serial Thea- 
tre,” DuMont film show, replacing 
Beb Emery’s “Small Fry Club” 
during the latter’s hiatus ... Reb- 
ert J. Wade upped to the post of 
exec coordinator for production 
development for NBC’s production 
services department ... Robe 
Banker, assistant to CBS producer 
Werthington Miner, named produc- 
tion supervisor for that web's 
“W ouse Summer Theatre,” 
replacement for Miner’s “Studio 
One” ... William Adler, star of 
DuMont's: “Not for Publication,” 
set for a lead in the N. Y. subway 
circuit presentation of “Death of 
a Salesman” ... David Rich, CBS 
producer of “Big Town” and 
‘Godfrey & Friends,” and his ac- 

tress-wife, Judy, e g their 
- first baby in early October. 

Ward Byron has been upped 
from senior staff producer to ex- 
ecutive producer at ABC-TV, vice 
Burke Crotty, who resi ed last 
week ... NBC-TV’s Herbert Bay- 
ard Swope, Jr., kudosed by Delta 
Sigma Theta Sorority for casting 
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me Pein Rage pect 2 
dentifying them raciaily 
Leon Benson has left J. Walter 


Thompson to join Ziv TV Programs 
in an ex ve mace f working 
out of Hollywood... Davis, 


concluding season as a scripter for 
Milton Berle, has collabbed with Al 
Robin and Don Garrett on a new 
half-hour comedy show for Sam 


Levene, “Off Broadway” ... Mike 
Kellin into “Philco Television 
Playhouse” Sunday (17)... 


Charlies R. Abry, ex-DuMont, has 

joined ABC-TV as account exec... 

Kenny Sharpe skedded to play 

title role in George Scheck’s pro- 

ected vidpic series “Skippy,” 
on the comic strip. 


Hollywood 

CBS leased the Keywest studios 
in Hollywood—but only to store 
and manufacture their TV scenery 
and props ... Jeanne Gray’s Fri- 
day afternoon women’s show on 
KTSL picked up by Owl-Rexall 
drug company . . Leu Snader 
hired Rudi Feld, European stage 
designer, as technical consultant on 
Snader’s Telescriptions and up- 
coming TV films ... Marv 
organized Taurus Productions to 
film the bull fights at Tijuana, 
Mexico, for television. Footage is 
cleared through American Humane 
Society before being offered to 
sponsors ... “Twenty Questions,” 
formerly on ABC-TV, airs over 
KTTV, DuMont affiliate, starting 
July 20... KTSL began airing 13 
first-run Telecomic cartoon strips. 


rt 15-minute, five-a-week kid show 


was formerly aired on KNBH and 
was known as NBC Comics. First 
13 on KTSL are first run, rest are 
second run of those aired on KNBH 
. . . Al Lapin takes over producer 
chores on KLAC-TV’s “Joe Gray- 
don Show.” Lapin is with G.A.M. 
Productions, where he is produc- 
tion exec on “Hail the Champ” and 
associate producer of “Wedding 
Bells,” both on KLAC-TV ... 
Dabbs Greer, veteran Firesider, 
inked for co-starring role in Frank 
Wisbar’s “Escape,” next telepix for 
“Fireside Theatre” rolling today 
(13) at: Eagle Lion . . . Dotty and 
Art Todd in New York for three- 
week stint on ABC’s vidshow, 
"Cue: e % . Gene Norman’s 


KNBH disk jockey’ show which 


uses Snader Telescriptions airs 
four spreads a week a. June 
- Wee 2 ae prez of Dudley 

rea 











thrush 's noontime 
ot pacha Date — WGN-TV 
film librarian - beth 

N. Y. this scouting around 


for feature pix . . . berg 
joins WBKB as publicity-promotion 
staffer-. . . Lee Schooler moderat- 
ing WGN-TV’s “Press Conference,” 
bankrolled Tuesday nights by 
American Vitamins Assocs. ... Na- 
tional Video Corp., has purchased 
additional plant space for produc- 
tion of video receiving tubes... 
Chirper Lerry Raine guests on the 
Al Morgan DuMont show June 25 
. . . Dave Garroway, driving his 
1939 Jaguar sportscar, competed 
in the annual Bridgehampton, 
L. I., road race Saturday (9)... 
Temperature Equipment picks up 
Clint Youle’s-late evening weather 
show Wednesday nights on WNBQ 
starting July 4 and the Atchison, 
Topeka & Santa Fe _ Railroad 
latches onto the Friday night seg- 
ment July 6... Leu Abraham 
takes over as WBKB continuity 
editor while Yale Roe vacations 
. . » Chi NBC engineer J. H. Fri- 
shette called back to active navy 
duty .. - Randy Kent is new WBKB 
gabber . .. American Television 
bankrolls Friday night Clifton Ut- 
ley news stanza on WNBQ, starting 
this week .. . WNBQ femme com- 
mentator Dersey Connors treks to 
Europe next month ... Henry T. 
Roberts upped to veepee post at 
Majestic Radio and Television. 


London 


‘ W. Farquharson Small is produc- 
ing his own documentary, “Inside 
Western Germany,” June 22...Ex- 
cerpt from Claude Langdon’s “Lon- 
don Melody,” from Empress Hall, 
was screened last Sunday (10), with 
Belita ...Gian-Carle Me- 
notti’s “The Telephone” was pro- 
duced yesterday (12) by Christian 
Simpson, with Elizabeth Boyd and 
Eric Shilling ...Racing from Ascot 
is being teeveed from June 12 to 
16 wi Peter Dimmock, Peter 
O’Sullevan and Henry Green com- 
mentating...Ralph Reader’s musi- 
cal pageant play, “Boy Scout,” is 
being aired m Albert Hall Sat- 
urday (16)...Alan Chivers is pro- 
ducing...Derothea Brooking is 
producing Mrs. Nesbit’s “Five Chil- 
dren and It,” a two-part serial for 
the children. : 


The last- in the “Vic Olivier in- 
troduces” series is being presented 
Saturday (16), with Rowland Jones, 
Domini Callaghan and David Dav- 
enport guesting. . . Bill Ward is ' 
ducing...A musical play, “The 
Golden. Years,” specially vvritten 
ior aker and Jack 


scene from the “Sev- 
last Sunday (10). 


Continued from page 1 
that radio-TV coverage is no handi- 
cap when coupled with a winning 
performance. All of the Chicago 
American League entry’s games 


enth V 


jare aired via radio, with WGN-TV 


beaming -the home day games. 


The “good show” angle works 


NBC may be planning to build and 
package entertainment pro 

for theatre TV. It’s recalled that 
NBC exec veepee Charles R. Den- 
ny suggested to theatre execs two 
years ago that his web would be 
ready and willing to furnish pro- 
gramming for big-screen video, 
vhen enough theatres’ were ‘pro- 
vided with equipment to afford 
such shows. By cooperating with 
the theatres for tonight’s fight, 
NBC would have the inside track 
among the networks to take on 
that job. 

NBC is expected to station three 
cameras at the Polo Grounds, N. Y., 
to pick up the fight for the bene- 
fit of paying customers in the the- 
atres. Pictures will be beamed on 
a micro-wave channel to the co- 
axial cable terminus in New York, 
from where they will be fed on 
the cable to the cities in which 
theatres will pick them up for 
transmission on their screens. En- 
tire system will be on a closed cir- 
cuit, to preclude the fight being 
picked up on home receivers. 

Possibility of growing competi- 
tion between regular broadcasters 
and theatres for exclusive rights 
to top events was emphasized by 
various sports writers and syndi- 
cated columnists during the last 
week. Majority of the scribblers 
predicted that with theatres and 
pay-as-you-see TV, such as Zenith 
Radio’s Phonevision, both bidding 
for the events, the setowners ac- 
customed to getting the best in 
sports on their home receivers for 
free will be out of luck. Theatre 
TV proponents, incidentally, have 
never alluded to the competition 
they'll be creating for the net- 
works, underlining instead the box- 
office that big-screen video should 
provide them. 

N. Y. Daily News sports editor 
Jimmy Powers, who regularly an- 
nounces the Friday night fights on 
NBC-TV, will call the blows for 
the theatre coverage. He’ll be as- 
sisted by Arthur Suskind, Jr. 





PV Gets Inte Act 


Chicago, June 12. 
With the theatre-TV interests 
grabbing off an exclusive on the 
Joe Louis-Lee Savold fight tonight 
(Wed.), Zenith Radio Corp. xy 
Comdr, Eugene F. McDonald, Jr., 
sounded a warning of a 


monopoly of or 

sports events. He argued that 
nith’s Phonevision—designed to 
assure a home TV boxoffice—is 
needed by broadcasters if they’re 
pI Recgre Bohomygy sata Egg e mie 

bye dr. McDonald dispatched 
mdr. F 
letter to CBS prexy Frank Stanton 
“alerting” him to the “dangers” 


telecasting. Includ- 
ed with the Stanton was a 
copy of a booklet authored by The- 


Sullivan and Nathan Halpern de- 

scribing the tialities of thea- 

tre TV. th topper underlined 

several passages in the ge 

calling them “loaded with a- 

= for our industry and the pub- 
eo” 


to Mo 
from WE 


—— features different polka 
and acts. hee. ae 





to buy Joe Louis-Lee Savold fight 


tomorrow (Wed.) on the 
closed 


night 
TV circuit. 


programs, 
and as a result had displayed only 
one teevee attraction, the Golden 
Gloves finals, since installing the 
equipment several months ago. 
For a time up until last week, 
Fulton had just about decided to 
forget the whole thing and dis- 
pose of its TV machines when a 
break came in the long negotia- 


tions. Under terms of deal, there'll 


be an extra operator in the booth 
for video programs, with so much 
extra, on a sliding scale, for each 
of the men while a telecast is in 
progress, depending on how many 
are shown during any week. 
Fulton will close its regular pic- 
ture, “On the Riviera,” at 6:30, re- 
epen at 8:30 and put on some shorts 
until the fight starts, charging 


$1.30, including tax for the event, 





TV Actors Beef 


Continued from page 1 
sinuate to the performers that 


“we won't have any future work 
for anybody who drives us to the 
wall by calling in TVA.” 
union can’t do anything until the 
performers themselves inform the 
union and press a charge. 


Video 


Another gripe some actors have 


is that rehearsal hours are being 
shifted arbitrarily and without re- 
muneration, 
Agreement requires producers to 
pay when rehearsal hours ~ are 
changed. But where too some 
thespers are afraid to squawk to 
« Cg for fear of losing other 
obs. 


against TVA rules. 





Cleveland — Fuller Smith and 


Ross, for Central National Bank, 
has renewed 
House” 10-minute Monday, Wed- 
nesday, Friday 6:30 
WNBK with Ken 
household repair stints. 
marks the bank’s third year in tele- 
vision ., . Old Dutch Beer, 


its “Around the 


.m. stanza on 


is. Renewal 


pes, | Advertising, _ ee tea ts 
one-hour program from turday 
11 p.m. and will be fed 
S to WSPD and WTVN. 


producer Herman Spero, 


in vari ncert 
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SECRETARIAL, SCRIPTS, ETC. 
AVAILABLE WEEKENDS 
DAVE LEVINE (CSR) 


650 West 173rd Street, New York 
' WAdsworth 7-7196 After 8 P.M. 
































Kitty and the stations. WCFL had a| Pitt's Fulton ta TV-Fight Accord oat pee. ah yrds 
special survey run on the Pittsburgh, June 12. gagfile, crodite, ft bette. Tt 
stay atid found that Ptr lle ane Theatre came_to terms tet oe 
J | gt fea Ua urate dr | wk operators anon fst time 
hefty 10.5 average. At one time ; . ? 
during the baseball broadcast, the 
Results from WJBK-TV show, “Ladies Day” mes BAS SOM ot Ge Windy City 










—30-piece sets of stainless steel cutlery. 
retailing for $6.95 apiece, sold 41 sets 
from the first commercdal, 45 from the 
second. Results were se tremendeus the 
first week that the store ran out of stock. 
Commercials hed to be stopped until their 
supply can be replenished. Net result: 
three-spot a week contract for a year. 


Bushkin’s 
Back! 


The Embers 


161 EAST S4TH ST., HM. Y. C, 


Lots of Equipment 


Continued from page 31 
posite system” of color television 


Wh 


equipment for CBS color. Com- 
pany reps said GE’s new monitors 
will readily accept CBS color sig- 
nals and that its cameras can be 
modified fer field sequential color. 

In view of GE’s position in the ; 

ustry. observers regarded | PLUS 








WJBK-**-DETROIT “27 


THE STATION WITH A MILLION FRIENDS 
National Sales Headquarters: 488 Medison Avenue, New York 22 
* Biderade 5-2455 
Represented Netienally by THE KATZ AGENCY, inc. 
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Inside Stuff—Radio 


he of Jack Eigen’s disk jockey return to WMGM 
New York starting Monday (11) from Hutton’ 
is that Bea ‘whom Eigen replaces at the eatery, was 
offered the same deal and turned it down. The setup as offered 
Kalmus, who has been holding forth fer several years as a disk 
over WMGM at Hutton’s, was a four-week trial basis as suggested 
the restaurant to the station. Miss Kalmus felt she 
trial basis stage of her career. Her contract recently 
Kalmus’ jockeying session for WMGM had been from 
a.m., with Eigen’s session to be from midnight to 3. It wi 
jockey-audience participation format, Eigen having accepted 
week’ trial conditions. 


Agreement has been Teached by Radio Writers Guild and RCA cov- 
ering the four writers of the latter’s Thesaurus division and thus avoid- 
ing a threatened strike. Dispute had centered on RWG's demands 
that the four scripters get parity with NBC network scripters and set- 
tlement calis for the writers to move over on Friday (15) to NBC 
where they, will get the network minimums and improved working 
conditions. 

Announcement of the settlement, made by Nicholas ip for RCA, 
and national president Ira Marion, executive secretary y Bolhower 
and counsel Herman-Gray for the RWG, paid tribute te J. R. Mandel- 
baum, federal mediation commissioner, for his efforts in bringing both 
sides together. 


Some 35 programs will originate from Cleveland during June 21-24, 
at the centennial convention of the YMCA’s of U. 8. and Canada. 
Airers were set by Henriette K. Harrison, AM-TV director for the 
centennial, who has just returned from Cleveland. 

Three nétwork programs originating from the city will be the Cleve- 
land Symphony -on NBC and Paul Hoffman on Mutual. ~ ABC will 
carry’ a roundtable discussion with Charies P. Taft, Dr. Charlies C. 
Noble, dean of Syracuse U.; Dr. Arthur S. Flemming, prexy of Ohio 
Wesleyan U.; and Dr. Hugh L. Keenleyside, Canadian U. N. efficial. 
Other programs from the convention will include talks by Dr. Ralph 
Bunche and Sen. Douglas. 


ABC and Mutual and their Gotham keys, WJZ and WOR, seem to be 
playing catch with talent and shows. 

Two new American Tobacco five-minute strips en MBS, which start 
July 2, involve ABC or ex-ABC personalities. Arthur Van Horn, who'll 
do an 8:55 a.m. newscast for Luckies, does the “Dean Cameron Show” 
for WJZ, which that station last month had wooed -over from WOR. 
“Happy Felton’s Talk Back,” which had recently been a half-hour series 
on ABC, will turn up on MBS at 10:55 daily, as part of Luckies en- 


trance into early m radio. 
over Patt Barnes arid his daughter Barbara 
afternoon show. 
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Last week WOR 
from WJZ for a 





Mutual program veepee Bill Fineshriber has inked the radio version 
of “20 Questions” for three years, following its. cancellation by Ronson, 
to keep the program in the Saturday 8 p.m. slot it has had since 1946. 

Video version, which Ronson also relinquished, shifts from ABC-TV 
to DuMont. Show will continue to originate from WOR-Mutual’s 
sterdam Roof Theatre, N. Y. However, while the previous pact stipu- 
lated that WOR-TV would carry the tele show in. Gotham, WOR-TV 
won't get the program under the new setup. Package is owned by 
WOR newscaster Fred VanDeventer and his wife. . 


Amalgamated Clothing Workers, which sponsors ABC’s “Town Meet- 
ing of the Air” co-op on four stations, will turn over one of the com- 
mercials Tuesday (19) to salute am employer. Union will pay tribute 
to Eagle Clothes prexy Ben Goldman for the outfit’s good labor rela- 





New York’s State Univ. 
To Sindy Use of Tele; 
OSU Director to Aid 


Albany, June 12. 
Appointment of Keith Tyler, 
directér of radio education at Ohio 
State U., for a 30-day period, to 
draw specific plang for the incor- 
poration of television in the pro- 
gram of the U. of the State of New 
York, has been announced. The 
action followed: recent sugges**on 
to the FCC by the Board of Re- 
gents of the university for nine 
ultra-high frequency. channels to 
serve the educational needs of the 
State. 

Tyler’s study wil).include the 
outline of plans for the State U., 
on the basis of operating two or 
three stations with or without net- 
work affiliations; experimentation 
with free time now given for edu- 
cational use by commercially op- 
erated stations; exploring the use 
of video on a closed circuit within 
one institution or campus; plan- 
ning budget and details to co- 
ordinate the State U.’s program 
with those of the Board of Regents. 

On the basis of this planning 
and Tyler’s recommendations, the 
state’s total proposal for education- 
al_use of television will be pre- 
sented at FCC hearings scheduled 
for mid-summer. Tyler ig a mem- 
ber of the joint committee on edu- 
cational television, which repre- 
sents the major national education- 
al associations. 


‘Howdy’s’ Summer Bonanza 


Chicago, June 12. 


Flock of renewals assures NBC- 
TV's “Howdy Doody” of a profit- 
able summer with most of the 
bankroliers planning to remain 
during the hot weather. Interna- 
tional Shoe is dropping its Wednes- 
day quarter-hour segment for an 
eight-week summer tiayoff but 
Wander (Ovaltine) moves into the 
spot during the hiatus. Wander 
will continue in the midweek spot 
when ‘International returns Aug. 
pe taking over a Friday quarter- 

ur. 

Mars will remain on the moppet 
show during the summer in its 
Monday and Wednesday periods 
and Kellogg sticks around on Tues- 
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Senet — Home W. Clipp 
TV, has ‘named a mem- 

ber of the committee 
Ed Wallis, assistant program direc- 
tor at WIP, has been upped to di- 
rector of sales promotion and pub- 
lic relations at the station. Varner 


Paulsen has been named to Wallis’ 
former job. 


Minneapolis—Gene Wilkey, _ 
eral manager of WCCO, CBS’ 
Twin City radio station, has been 
elected to the Minneapolis Adver- 
tising club’s board of directors. 
He’s also a member of the board 
of directors of the Minneapolis 
Aquatennial, local annual. summer 
mardi gras, and of the Hennepin 
County Cha of the National 
Foundation for Infantile Paralysis. 








San Francisco—Ken Hildebrandt 
for the past 18 months on the sta 
of the station, has been appointed 
sales manager for KYA. Hilde- 
brandt, a former Lt.. Commander, 
was sales promotion director for 
Gerber Baby Food, sales manager 
for Noble Johnson and branch 
manager for Kaiser Motors Di- 
vision. 





Columbus—John Michaels, for- 


mer early morning disk spinner on 
WPAY, Portsmouth, has joined the 
staff of WVKO, indie FM station 


here. Jeanne Wayland, promotion 
chief for the station since it began 
operations nearly three years ago, 
is resigning June 30. 


Des Moines—Al Couppee, sports 
director of KRNT, has been pre- 
sented with the first annual award 
of the Olympian Club “for foster- 
ing better inter-racial understand- 
= rag The mr ee the 

a c grou owa 
to receive a charter Ram the 
A.A.U and was formed to improve 
racial relations through utilization 
of sports. 


Cincinnati — Dave Upson and 
Barbara Cameron have switched 
their Dave and Barb song and chat 
show from television to AM on 
WKREC stations. They have launch- 
ed a series of morning 15-minute 
programs, Monday through Friday, 
to run a year for Strietmann 








nn SS 


Biscuit Co. Account by the 
H, Miller agéncy, umbus, O. 


Cleveland — John B. Kennedy 
of com- 





+! will inaugurate a series 


mentaries under the sponsorship 
of National City Bank over WXEL. 
The five-minute TV show will be 
heard at 11:10 Monday th 
Friday night. It is believed the 
Cleveland summer series may 
serve as a test for a possible pet- 
work-shot in the fall. 





Columbus—Nick Luppino, chief 
cameraman of WTVN since it went 
on the air in October, 1949, has 
moved to jl comsararetee staff of 
WLW-C. ey owned station 
here. Luppino was formerly chief 
eameraman and traffic manager at 


WICU, Erie, Pa.,. which, like 
WTVN, is owned by Edward 





Bosten— Martin momares, ro- 
ff | gram director of Hub indie 


has resigned from that station to 
accept a post on the announci 
staff of WCOP: Gabber, ‘consid- 
ered one of the best informed in 
classical musical circles, will con- 
duct an 8 p.m. to 10 p.m. across 
the board longhair stanza which 
hit the airwaves June 11. 





Lampasas, Tex.—The Lampasas 


Broadcasting Co., owners and op- 
erators of KHIT here have filed 
application with the FCC for the 


the partnershi 
composed of Sylvester Lewis an 


Columbus — John Terry, radio 
hewsman who covered for the net- 
works on the troop train wreck 
near Coshocton last year in which 
33 Pennsylvania National Guards- 
men were , has been named 
news director of WVKO here. He 
succeeds Bob French, former 
WVKO manager, who is setting up 
an ad agency in Columbus. 


Louisville—James Cox, former 
commercial manager of WAVE and ° 
WAVE-TYV, is now general man- 
ager of WFKY, 250-watter in 
Frankfort, Ky. Cox is owner of 
40% of the station stock, and last 














week put in use complete techni- 
cal equipment for the station. 








tions and excellent conditions in its ne-y plant. oo 
YOUNG TEXAS TALENT. 
SET FOR DALLAS AIRER 
Dallas, June 12. 
Youthful local performers up to 
16 years of will receive an op- 
portunity to pate in a series 


of talent shows to be telecast each 
on WFAA-TV. 
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NO GREATER FACILITIES AVAILABLE 
IN CHICAGO chan ac WGN-TV 


19 RCA image orthicon comeras 2. 16 mm projectors with 3,000 foot reels — 
_ 2 complete remote trucks 3 rear screen projectors 

4 film. chains 2 complete kitchen sets 

2 35 mm Simplex projectors 7 ultra modern, floating studios 


Studio 1A, seating 400 people, is equipped with 
rigging fly system, elevator, 40 foot loft and 45 x 45 
foot stage. Indoor bandshell for large musicals. 


IT'S NO WONDER the top ADVERTISERS ane on WGN-TV 
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more than a year d about 77% 
more time watching than those 
wl... have had their sets less than 
a year. ; 

3. Of 143 different brand-pro- 
g.am combinations (two brands 
plugged on one show, or one brand 
plugged on two different shows), 
the average reveals 37% greater 
increase in. customers among pro- 
gram viewers than non-viewers. 

4. Guest viewers (people who 
watch shows but don’t own their 
own sets) represent an added 
bonus for the sponsor. Among non- 
owners, the average increase for 
all 143 brand-program combina- 
tions studied is 35.2% more cus- 
tomers among guest viewers than 
m .-viewers. 


5. Gain in customers definitely 
means a gain in unit sales: Program 
viewing created a customer gain 
for the average brand studied of 
40.6%. Unit sales among program 
viewers increased 48.7%. 

6. TV does an equally good sell- 
ing job for durable goods, such 
as cars, refrigerators, floor cover- 
ings, etc. For the average durable 
brand plugged on TV, there were 
19.3 buyers per 1,000 owners who 
watched the show on which the 
brand was advertised, as compared 
with 15.6 buyers per thousand 
owners who did not watch the 
show. For 32 different makes of 
durable goods studied, the survey 
showed video lifts sales an average 
of 23.7%. 

Payoff on Package Goods 

As an example of video’s tre- 
mendous selling effectiveness for 
patkage goods, the survey reveals 
that, for a certain brand of razor 
blade advertised on TV, the pro- 
gram added 2.1 new customers for 
every 100 setowners, or 21 new 
customers per 1,000. An average 
of five brands studied reveals they 
were purchased by 14.6% of the 
non-setowners, as compared with 
18.9% of the owners. Since all 
other factors of comparison be- 
tween the two groups were kept 
constant, according to the study, 
the result demonstrates that TV 
alone is responsible for a gain of 
29.5% in product sales. 

Figuring that the new survey 
will be important not only to it- 
self but to the eatire industry, 
——SESEEEEEE 
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in East Hills, Roslyn, Leng Island 
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an hour-long grunt-and-groan work- 


try, will expand that program. Firm 


NBC is lining up a hefty promo- 
tion campaign to get results of 
the survey across to agencies, 
sponsors and affiliate stations 
throughout the country. 

Web is producing a color film 
with sound on the survey, which |! 
will be shown to any interested 
parties, in addition to publishing 
results in book from and prepar- 
ing slides for presentation speeches 
by sales department execs. .Latter 
will take a.road company of the 
presentation out during the next 
few weeks, pitching the message 
at luncheon meetirigs in most key 
cities, including Boston, Chicago, 
Cincinnati, Cleveland, - Detroit,. 
Pittsburgh and Los Angeles. 


Pill Firm, Spending 286 
Wezkly on Coast Video, 
To Package Own Shows 


Hollywood, June 12. 


American Vitamins, which has 
been revitalizing local television to 
the tune of $28,000 per week, has 
“rebalanced” its video ad program 
locally and plans shortly to start 
packaging its own shows. Pill ped- 
dier dropped “Hail the Champ” 
and “Wedding Bells” from KLAC- 
TV. Each cost approximately 
$2,000, plus a percentage for each 
additiona] market. 

Pair will be supplanted June 24 
on KLAC-TV with a package fea- 
turing wrestler Leo Garibaldi and 





out program, with price tags of 
around $3,000. 

Exec producer Bud Lewis says 
AV, now spending approximately 
$50,000 weekly around the coun- 


is well satisfied with results thus 
far, he added, and is moving into 
Ohio, Detroit and New York mar- 
kets. 

Plan to package ‘t: own shows 
stems from a desire to control each 
show more firmly and to uperate 
on a more feasible economic basis. 


Welles Doing Series Of 
Disks on ‘Harry Lime’ 


London, June 5. 


A.series of 52 half-hour tran- 
scription programs, “The Lives of 
Harry Lime,” is now being record- 
ed by Orson Wellies for Towers 
of London. Scripts have been pre- 
pared by American writers and 
the series is being directed by Les 
Mitchell, who. was brought over 
specially from the U. S. for this 
chore. Music is by Anton Karas, 
who is also under contract to the 
Towers org. 

Harry Alan Towers planes to 
New York shortly to set American 
distribution. It is uncertain at 
this time whether British listeners 
will hear the series via the British 
Broadcasting Corp. or on a spon- 
sored program from Luxembourg. 


TV Nursing Pubservice 


Show Set for Fort Worth 
' . Fort Worth, June 12. 
“Nurse, Please,” new series : of 
public service telecasts, will be pre- 
sented om WBAP-TV for a period 
of 13 weeks. Series is to be pre- 
sented by the of the Tar- 
rant County Medical Assn. 
Margaret McDonald and Mrs. W. 
N. Jenkins, a registered nurse, will 
be the t members of the 
cast, with two guests or more on 
each telecast. The first several pro- 
grams will be devoted to what to 
wa ly case of bombing by an atomic 
m 


* >] + 
McLaughlin’s Chi Post 
Chicago, June 12. 
Roy McLaughlin, who spark- 
plugged the Chicago Radio Man- 
agement club during his term as 
prexy two years ago, was handed 
the prexy reins of the Chi Tele- 
vision. Council for the 1951-52 sea- 
son at the video group’s annual 
balloting last week. WGN-TV sales 
manager George Harve was 
elected veepee and Ed Greene- 
baum of the Television Shares 
Management Co., was returned as 
secretary-treasurer. 
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7c Per Customer 
Further poin up the pay- 
Of $0. & tetgvislen wivertioer, 
ee Hofstra survey found 
a 


increased customers for that 
brand by 83,500 in a month. 
Same show produced 14.4 new 
customers per TV. dollar in- 
vested, which means an aver- 
age cost for each new custom- 
er of less than 7c. WHere’s the 
way NBC-Hofstra arrived at its 
figures: . 
1. Adult family heads 
in N. Y¥. area... .4,000 
who saw pro- 
gram in_ past 
SA ep cs ae 
. Number who saw 
program in past 
month (line 1x 
line 2) 
. % of viewers who 
bought in past 
month 
5. % of matched non- 
viewers who 
bought in. past 
SIRT gs 6 aie s 6.3% 
. Extra customers 
per 100 viewers 
(line 4 divided by 
line 5) 
7. Total number of 
extra customers 
in past month 
(line 6 x 3).... 
8. Time, program and 
commercial costs 
(N. Y. share).... 
9. Number of extra 
customers in past 
month per TV 
dollar (line 7 di- 
vided by line 8). 


Radio’s Shot in the Arm 
For Philly as WCAU 
Pacts AM Newcomers 


Philadelphia, June 12. 


WCAU radio sales are on the up- 
beat and station execs saw signifi- 
eance in the fact that four new 
large contracts were placed in re- 
cent weeks with advertisers who 
had never before gone into the 
medium, or had used it only 
slightly. 
John S. DeRussy, general sales 
director of the WCAU stations, said 
four big contracts had been signed 
with radio “newcomers,” all of 
which were longterm contracts for 
cross-the-board spots or shows. 
J. B. Van Sciver Co., retail 
furniture dealers, for many years 
a topheavy. newspaper advertiser, 
has inked a full year’s contract for 
live announcements cross - the - 
board. The contract, placed by 
the Cox & Tanz Agency, repre- 
sents the largest single local spot 
purchases in recent Philadelphia 
AM business. It calls for spots 
every day in the week except Sat- 
urday and began June 11. 
Adam Scheidt Brewing Co. has 
purchased a’WCAU- special pack- 
age for summer sponsorship, en- 
titled, “Radio Scoreboard.” Th 
contract, placed through Ward 
Wheelock Co., calls for station 
breaks, or when necessary, an- 
nouncement inserts in participat- 
ing programs, *t the end of every 
third inning of the Athletics and 
Phillies ball games, as well as the 
final scores of the games. 
Latrobe Bre wing Co. (Rolling 
Rock Beer) has purchased the 4:55 
to 5 p.m. segment, Monday through 
Friday, for a full year, for sponso 
ship of a news program. Contract 
was placed through Wiltman & 
Callahan. Tide Water Oil Co. has 
bought a 10-minute news program, 
eg iy 4 through Friday, from 5:30 
p.m. Agency for the ac- 
count is Lennen & Mitchell, Inc. 


KRNT’s Tryout Camp 


Des Moines, June 12. 
KRNT, Des Moines, will sponser 
its fourth annual statewide KRNT- 
Cubs Baseball Tryout Camp and 
Talent Hunt July 13-21, with sports 


director Ai Couppee, in charge. 
The camp is te have the Cub’s 
scout coach, Ray Hayworth, to di- 
rect field ‘activities, assisted 


000 


2: % 


28.6% 


Ww 


c= 


22.1% 


a 


83,500 


$5,800 


14.4% 








scouts. 


The — school is one of the 
largest free 


ven-day 
camp drew enrollment of 1,200 and 
pa inerease to dscns woe ry this year. 


+ also CBS 
color broadcasts (in sremaccaalay. 


four or five Cub coaches andi - 


were 
de- 
Johnston 
interview, though lacking the spon- 
taniety of the others, was not 


U. S. Minister to Luxemb 
not. Policy on this apparen 
pends on subject. 


newsmaking, but sufficiently 
the beaten path in technique to 
add interest. 


A human interest story. follows, 
and here, too, the accent is on na- 
tional figures. In this case, for ex- 
ample, it concerned a new fishing 
retreat peopled by such celebs as 
the Vice President, Secretary of 
the Senate Leslie Biffle, etc. It is 
Mrs. Markel’s ability to toss off 
such names in an unselfconscious, 
convincing manner that makes her 
such a valuable addition to the net- ‘ 
work scene. ' Even the. final com- 
mentary on fashions is colored by 
the additional tidbit that “Mrs. 
Woodrow Wilson has adopted this 
new vogue” or that the white hat 
vogue has been adopted by Mrs. 
Truman, 

There’s no question that show, 
first one featuring a femme com- 
mentator from the capital on a net- 
work basis, is highly marketable. 
It capitalizes in a palatable fashion 
on Mrs. Markel’s wide background 
in Washington and on the mass of 
untapped news possibilities for the 
distaff side of the radio audience. 


CBS Color Only 


<==», Continued from page 30 





new systems only if developers 
comply with a procedure setting 
forth criteria for consideration. 
Commission reiterated its conclu-’ 
sion in its original decision that 
“one of the easiest methods of de- 
feating an incompatible system. is 
to keep on devising new .compati- 
ble systems in the hope that each 
one will mean lengthy hearing so 
that eventually the mere passage 
of time overpowers the incompati- 
ble system by sheer weight of re- 
ceivers in the hands of the public.” 
Any new system, the FCC speci- 
fied, “must be capable of operating 
through receiver apparatus that is 
simple ¢o operate in the home... 
and is cheap enough in price to 
be available to the great mass of 
the American public.” 
Commission said CBS _ color 
broadcasts can begin commercially 
June 23. Agency will give notice 
when the Supreme Court ae 
which allows commercial ka 
casting 25 days after its opinion, 
is issued. Any commercial TV sta- 
tion may broadcast. CBS color, 
whenever and as often as it de- 
sires, sponsored or sustaining. No 
other system can be broadcast 
commercially, said the FCC, but 
experimental colorcasts will be 
— upon appropriate appli- 
cation 

FCC Commissioner Frieda Hen- 


nock, 
“Meet the Press” program Sunday 
(10). Said it will take five to 10 
years before present black and 
whit. sets become obsolete. Owners 
23 these sets will always be able 
to get black and white programs, 
she said, and by an 
adapter for $35 will 
Asked by Lawrence 5g 
“would you advise me to 


color set?”, Miss Hennock vento: 
“I don’t know how much money 
you have.” It depends on 

circumstances, she added, 


one’s 
and 





piration date, “because his 
appeared in ‘Red 
other member listed . 
nels,” who had not earned less than 
$10,000 a year since 1940, now has 
not been able to. earn more than 
$2,500, Marion charged. 

Union chief athe vp RWG is trying 


= bon fe ght control and ar- 
rary inciting: adding “these 
practices strike at the fundamental 











Fred Kilian is retiring prexy. 





is necessary beca of indicated 
additional carelinennt. 


interviewed on NBC-TV’s | 








London, June 12. 


embourg, which feeds Britain with 
sponsored: programs, and the Brit- 
ish Broadcasting Corp, is breaking 
out. As from next month the-con- 
tinental station will operate on a 
powerful new wavelength with 
daily programs in place of the pres- 
ent Sunday broadcasts. 

With the operation of the BBC 
bar on performers who work for 
Luxembourg, both organizations 
are making a bold bid for talent. 
Already a number of top ranking 
BBC programs have gone to Lux- 
embourg and sponsors are after 
others. 

While facing this new broadside 
from Luxembourg, the BBC has 
lost the rights to .commentate on 
football matches as from next sea- 
son. The Football Assn. will al- 
low these to be recorded, but they 
ean only be aired when games are 
not being played. This has been 
decided to protect the gates, «par- 
ticularly during inclement weather, 


Ruml to Be Speaker For 
June APS Confab in N.Y. 


Beardsley Ruml, .tax expert, will 
discuss economic trends affecting 





=—=—= | local station business at the fourth 


Associated Program Service sub- 
scriber conference in New- York 
June 20. Confab, presided over by 
APS general manager Maurice B. 
Mitchell and program director Les- 
lie F. Biebl, will cover sales and 
program techniques in the use of 
library services. 

APS has signed Denny Vaughan, 
British pianist-vocalist, to cut 10 
tunes next week. Outfit has also 
recorded Edward Linzell, church 
choirmaster and organist, in hymns 
of all faiths, with the first group to 
be released in July. 


Oberlin’s UNESCO Post 
Louisville, June 12. 

Dick Oberlin, WHAS and WHAS- 
TV news director, has been ap- 
pointed a consultant on an educa- 
tion project for the UN Educa- 
tional, Scientific, and Cultural Or- 
ganization in Mexico and France. 
Oberlin has been granted a three- 
month leave of absence by Victor 
A. Sholis, vice-president and direc- 
tor of the radio station. 





Eileen BARTON 


BROADWAY OPEN HOUSE 
{ NBC TV—11 P.M. 
_TUES.-THURS.-PRI. 


Direction: M. C. A. - 


“A GREAT GROUP!” © 




























A new radio war between Lux- 
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lucei Board Election Sole Spark 


In Cut-and-Dried AFM Convention 


With the’ reele¢tion of James C, 4- 


Petrillo as prexy of the American 
Federation of Musicians a wrap- 
up from the outst, the winning of 
a spot on the executive board by 


Charles Iucei, Local 802 prexy, 
furnished the sole excitement at the 
AFM convention which concluded 
in New York last Thursday (7). 
Iucci is first exec member from 
the N. Y. local, with its 30,000 the 
biggest in the federation, to be 
named to the exec committee. 


Iucci won in a close race over 
John. L. Parks, a Dallas local exec. 
First round of voting resulted in a 
dead heat between Parks and Iucci, 
with a vote recount resulting in a 
narrow margin for Iucci. Lat- 
ter’s victory was generally ascribed 
to the excellent hosting job to the 
convention by the N. Y. lecal, 
which climaxed its welcome to the 
delegates with a gala show Wednes- 
day night (6) at the Hotel Plaza, 
with appearances by Milton Berle, 
Martin & Lewis, Bob Hope, Connee 
Boswell and others. 

Rest of the incumbent officers, 
who were reelected, were Charles 
L. Bagley, vice-prexy; Leo Clues- 
mann, secretary; Harry J. Steeper, 
treasurer, and exec board members 
Stanley Ballard, George V. Clancy, 
Herman D. Kenin and Walter M. 
Murdoch, latter being the manda- 
tory rep of the Canadian AFM sec- 


tion. 
Hassle on ’52 Site 

The 54th annual AFM conven- 
tion failed to produce any conten- 
ders for any of the union’s official 
posts from. president to treasurer. 
Only real show of enthusiasm 
shown: by the delegates came when 
Steeper announced that the per 
diem hotel expenses’ for delegates 
had been raised from $5. to $6.50. 
The AFM treasury shelled out 


(Continued on page-49) 


ONORAT! EXITS RCA 
FOR CROSLEY TV POST 


Henry Onorati, RCA Victor as- 
sistant ad manager and national 





pany to: joi the Crosley. Corp. 

pany 
Onorati will be ad of the 

latter company’s ; 











ASCAP Herbert Dinner 


American Sotiety of Composers, 
Authors and Publishers is hold- 
ing a commemorative dinner for 
the late Victor Herbert, the So- 
ciety’s founder, at Luchow’s res- 
taurant, N. Y., June 27. 

Affair is being given on the oc- 
ecasion of birthdays of two of 
“ASCAP’s co-founders, John Gold- 
en and Raymond Hubbell. 


AFRAites Sore At 
Petrillo’s Blast 


James C. Petrillo left a trail of 
bitter feeling in the ranks of New 
York radioites as an aftermath of 
his opening speech before , the 
American Federation of Musicians’ 
convention last week. Both musi- 
clans and actors were reacting 
strongly against the diatribe direct- 
ed against them by the AFM prexy. 

Frank Reel, national exec secre- 
tary of the American Federation 
of Radio Artists, protested directly 
to Petrillo against the latter's -al- 
legations that AFRA members had 
undermined the musicians’ union 
during the AFM disk ban several 
years.ago. Petrillo made the charge 
to support his contention that the 
AFM could not Jepend on any 
other union for support. AFRA 
exces were particularly burned at 
Petrillo’s rebuttal before the AFM 
delegates, where he lightly brushed 
off the AFRA reply. 

Radio musicians in New York 
were even more resentful, and con- 
siderably more leery than AFRA 
members. They were particularly 
disturbed over Petrillo’s threat that 
he would “take care” of his critics 
“one by one by throwing them out 
of the union.” Petrillo’s remarks 





up with any sort of a program to 
save musicians’ jobs on radio, they 
claim, but they have been subject- 
ed to outright intimidation in an 
effort to keep them quiet. 


CAP EXECS TO COAST ON 
FALL PROGRAM TALKS 
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BREAKIN B.0. DvP 


With band agencies and dance- 
hall promoters still looking for 
ways to revitalize the band busi- 
ness, young orch leaders are dis- 
covering that bookings, heretofore 
reserved for top name bands, are 
becoming available to them. De- 
spite current downbeat in dance- 
hall gate receipts, promoters claim 
that the young bandleaders today 
are drawing almost as well as the 
name bands ahd with proper direc- 
tion and advice from agency men 
should be able.to hypo dance busi- 
ness around the country. 

The agency men have been 
alerted to watch out for new band 
properties and to push the young 
orch leaders already signed. Al- 
though such band building outlets 
as air time and recording pacts 
aren’t easily attained, the agency 
men claim that bookings in spots 
that have been noted for spark- 
ing new bands such as the Meadow- 
brook; Cedar Grove, N. J., and 
Glen Island Casino, Glen Isiand, 
N. Y., can give the young orch 
leader the proper boost and experi- 
ence. Since promoters can buy 
these bands at moderate guaran- 
tees, they are bringing in the young 
orch leaders rather than shutter 
the hal while waiting for a name 
band to be routed their way. 

Evidence of the new band trend 
around the nation can be found in 
the recent rise of such names as 

(Continued on page 48) 


Moe Gale Rack 





To Quit Field 


Reflecting the downbeat in sheet 
musie sales, Moe Gale’s Song Dis- 
tributing rack is suspending opera- 
tions at the end. of this month. 
American News Co., which has 
been handling distribution of the 
copies to subway stands and other 
newsstand outlets, said it would 
handle the last release in a couple 
of weeks. 

Gale set up his rack about five 
years ago in competition with the 
Music Dealers Service rack, which 
is handled by the international cir- 

- division of the Hearst 
Gale has been pushing 
bo pops 





xeep-| All Quiet on ‘Sound Off ” 


Front as Morris Agrees To 
Withdraw Meridian Copy 
Incipient wrangle between Bud- 
dy Morris’ newly-formed Meridian 
firm and Shapiro-Bernstein over 


conflicting versions of the current 
“Sound off” click, is being settled 


amicably. Dispute arose a couple 





and public domain | 





Kassner Bers Into Robbins’ Firms 





‘On 50-50 Basis for Under 1006 
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Szigeti to Tour Israel 


Joseph Szigeti, the concert vio- 
linist, has been signed for a se- 
ries-of 10 recitals in Israel next 
April, 

Deal was set up last week in 
N. Y. between Herbert Barrett, 
musician’s manager, and J. Moc- 
zan Amider, of the Yuval agency 
of Tel Aviv, who is now in the 
U. S. Engagement will be under 
management of Yuval. 


Buddy Robbins 


Joms Paxton 


Howard (Buddy) Robbins exited 
as vice-prexy of J. J. Robbins & 
Sons last week to join the George 
Paxton music firm as general pro- 
fessional manager. Robbins, who 
will handle all of the firm’s opera- 
tions, joined Paxton on a partici- 
pating deal. 

Robbins tieup with Paxton is part 
of an expansion program mapped 
by -the latter. Paxton, a former 
bandleader, who has been running 
his pubbery for the last two-and- 
a-half years, is planning to devote 
more time to folio production as 
well as selecting current pops. 

Under the new setup, George 
Paxton, Inc., will handle pop tunes, 
with one subsid firm, Promenade, 
to publish standards, such as Tutti 
Camarata’s “Pizzicatta Rhumba,” 
and another subsid, Hilltop, to pub- 
lish religious and kiddie music as 
well as folios. Initial folio venture 
by Paxten was his recent publica- 
tion of the original Tony Mottola 
compositions for the TV show, “Es- 


cape.” 

Robbins will direct the Paxton 
plugging staff, which includes Milt 
Stein on the Coast, Saxie Dowell 
in Chicago, and Henry Maiks in 
New York. rt 


LONDON IN LAYOFFS 
DUE T0 SUMMER SLUMP 


Hit by the summer biz downbeat, 
London Records cut back its per- 











where ‘ she aay for the first 
day the star was sched- 
‘uled for two. performances 
with a special 12-piece orch on the 
mall, followed by appearances with 

Trask’s local combo in the 
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‘Melon is payable June 29 to 
stockholders of record June 18. 
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After milling several offers, 
Jack Robbins entered into a 50-50 
partnership deal last week with Ed 


Kassner, British publisher now 
headquartering in New York. Kass- 
ner’s buy-in covers all of Robbins’ 
firms, including J. J. Robbins & 
Sons, Villa Lebos Music, Carmen 
Cavallaro Music. Consolidated 
Music and Nacio Music, with the 
exception of ‘the Words & Music 
catalog which Robbins and F. C. 
“Cork” O'Keefe own together. 

Although the -price for the part- 
nership deal was net disclosed, it's 
understood the sum involved was 
below the $100,000 figure. RobBins’ 
deal with Kassner ended multiple 
negotiations in which Mills Music 
and Johnny Marks, head of St. 
Nicholas Mugie, also were reported- 
interested in buying part or all of 
the Robbins’ interests. 

Under his deal with Robbins, 
Kassner will take charge of the 
firm’s operational activities. Rob 
bins will also continue in an active 
capacity, sharing disk contacting 
and tune selecting with Kassner. 
As part of the cutback in overhead 
and personnel expenditures, Rob- 
bins’ two sons, Howard and 
Marshall, have exited the firm. 
Howard (Buddy) has joined Pax- 
ton Music (‘see separate story), 
while Marshall is set to join a 
major pubbery on the Coast. 


Two Firms Separate : 


Kassner, who came to the U. S. 
three months age te set his own 
publishing enterprise, will 
tinue to operate his two U. S. 
firms, Lincoln and Piccadilly, on a 
separate basis. Eventually, Kassner 
will consolidate his firm’s offices 
in Robbins’ present headquarters 
as a-further move to hold down 
overhead expenses. 


New professional activity in the 
Robbins firm was launched on the 
new plug tune, “We All Have A 


ready been etched by Bing Crosby. 
Kassner also plans intensive pro- 
motion on the firm’s standard cata- 
log and school felios which repre- 
sented the bulk of Robbins invest- 
ment in his pubbery after leay- 
ing the Big Three. 

Kassner’s promotional staff will 
also work on * tunes 
New York while Goldie Goldmark 
will rep the pubbery on the Coast 
under a previous Kassner is 
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- lumbia, which booked the Chorale, 


‘Fred C. Schang, Jr., who handled 
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“at bop BMI. B’casters 





Chicago, June 12. +— 


Groundwork .on an ambitious 
plan to hoist the country’s musical 
tastes, with the radio industry 
playing a major role, was laid at 
a meeting here last week which 
brought together 20 key~ music 
educators, and broadcasters. 


Confab was called by Broadcast 
Music prexy Carl Haverlin and 
was an outgrowth of a meeting 
held in conjunction with the Na- 


tional Assn. of Radio-Television 
Broadcasters annual coaravention 
last April. At the April meeting 


Haverlin first outlined his thoughts 
on how the broadcasters and edu- 
cators could work together to raise 
the musical appreciation level, by 
giving more air time to longhair 
music. Specific project discussed 
at the NARTB meeting, comprised 
of prexies of the state broadcast- 
ing associations, was a nationwide 
contest designed to find and en- 
courage young serious music com- 
posers. 

Emmett Brooks, owner of sta- 
tion WEBJ, Brewton, Ala., repping 
the 1,500 stations included in the 
39 state groups brought to last 
week’s parley pledges from the 
broadcasters that they will offer 
their facilities in the serious music 
contest. 

It’s hoped that the first national 
elimination will get underway this 
fall. Country will be divided into 
regions, with regional winners be- 
ing routed to a national contest. 
National winner will receive a four 
year scholarship. BMI will pub- 
lish those selections. considered of 
merit. Likewise, Victor, Colum- 
bia, Decea, and Mercury have 
agreed to record selected compo- 
sitions. 

City and regional contests will 
be conducted by the state broad- 
casting groups working in coopera- 
tion with the music educators in 
their various areas. 


Col. Artists Buys Shaw. 
Chorale From Davidson 
For Unique Western Tour 


In an unusual booking deal, the 
Robert Shaw Chorale, managed by 
the James A. Davidson concert 
bureau, has been bought by Colum- 
bia Artists Mgt. for an eight-week 
tour of 12 western states next sea- 
son, for a total of 50 dates. Deal 
also involves a third management, 
National Concert & Artists Corp., 
which in turn is taking the ensem- 
bite over for one week of the eight. 


Tour will be an addition to the 
usual season’s schedule of the 
Chorale, which doesn’t visit these 
western states due to travel and 
booking problems. Tour is: also 
unique in that the Coppicus, 
Schang & Brown division of Co- 





to overcome a hassle brought on by 
union regulations. American 
Guild of Musical Artists has a stip- 
ulation in touring contracts, for- 
bidding any jumps of over 300 
miles between stops. Booking in 
the wide, open west was therefore 
something of a technical feat for 


it, and who had to overcome the 
union limitation angle. Tour, how- 
ever, is already sold out, in the 
sense of being solidly booked, with 
local managers for the 50 dates. 


Tour will open Oct. 7 in Casper, 
Wyo., and end Dec. 1 in Al- 
buquerque, N. M. Columbia bought 
the ensemble of 50 voices for a 
lump sum, and is charging an aver- 
age fee of $2,750 for a date. The 
50 dates include 14 straight sales, 
30 on Columbia’s Community 
series, and six on NCAC’s Civic 
series. Because NCAC’s six dates 
(or one week) helped Columbia 
bridge some of the gaps in its 
own setup out west, Columbia 
d'dn’t charge NCAC anything for 
ene them the Chorale that one 
week. 


Feather to Europe 


Leonard Feather, jazz critic and 
general manager of Mercer Rec- 
ords, planes to Europe June 22 to 
scout new jazz talent on the Con- 
tinent. 


Copenhagen is his first stop be- 





‘ , 
Schneider to Coast 

Leonard Schneider, Decca exec 
vice-prexy, left: for Hollywood last 
week to 0.0. operations of the disk- 
ery’s Coast office. It was the first 
trip to the Coast for Schneider 
since being named to the exec 
veepee post a couple of months 
ago. 

He’ll return in about 10 days. 


Carnegie Pops Ends First 
Season for Petrill With 
$20,000 Take on 7 Nights 


Carnegie Pops did over $20,000 
for its seven-night season at Car- 
negie Hall, N. Y., last week (2-9), 
for a profit of about $3,000 to In- 
dustrial Concerts, Inc.; which spon- 
sored. Jack Petrill was managing 
director and Daniel Rubb program 
director. They used 60 members 
of the N. Y., Philharmonic in a 
series of light programs, with guest 
conductors and soloists. Top was 
$2.40 (with $3 and $3.60 for boxes). 
Three of the seven nights were 
sellouts, and one was close to capac- 
ity 

Series was first venture for 
Petrill, who says he learned a lot 
from the sessions. He plans a 
longer season next year, of about 
20 nights, offering the season 
earlier (latter part of April and 
early May). Venture can _ gross 
$35,000 a week, he says, and make 
a $10,000 profit. Promotion has to 
be sold individually on concerts, 
after the series is built collective- 
ly, he learned. He also found it 
wasn’t necessary to use a symph 
orch on a Western night; that in 
fact, some cowboy singers didn’t 
want to sing when an orch showed. 
Gershwin, Viennese and Tchai- 
kovsky nights were surefire. Latin- 
American night was good. Italian 
night conducted by the boy con- 
ductor, Ferruccio Burco, was weak, 
but there was competition from 
baritone Gino Bechi in Brooklyn. 
Duquesne U. Tamburitzans, and 
Western night, didn’t draw; they 
were too new. Petrill plans a few 
nights next season of special attrac- 
tions sans symph orch. He thinks 
the’ll draw, while-cutting down his 
overhead. 








Monogram. Records, Inc., has 
been chartered to conduct business 
in New York. Capital stock is 100 
shares, no par value. Manuel M. 





Warner is a director and filing at- 
torney. 
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With These Hands....Dreyer 
September Song ‘Sterl ng 
Sécond 12 
Life’s Desire ......... Lennox 
Would I Love You..... Disney 
Petite Waltz ..........Leeds 
Our Very Own..... . Wood 
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Victor Pushes 
45's for Jukes 


Chicago, June 12. 
RCA Victor this week is launch- 
ing a 45 rpm promotion designed 
for coin box operators in line with 
the general swing to 45’s on juke 
boxes in this area. Victor will 


send out a kit of late releases, 
simultaneous with its shipments to 
d.j’s, that will include blues and 
rhythm, religious and foreign lan- 
guage disks, besides its regular 
current pops. Teaser shipments of 
the diskery’s 50 all-time pop hits 
will be bundled off to ops for a 
sample listening. ~ 


Move is designed to give juke 
box men an early listen, as well 
as fo relieve the risk connected 
with an untried initial order. Ops 
will be billed for the sampling. 


Seeburg, coin box manufactur- 
ers, revealed that 5% of its ma- 
chines in this area are now de- 
signed for 45 rpm play and that 
95% of operators buying new 
equipment will go to 45. 


B. G. One-Niters 


Chicago, June 12. 

Benny Goodman planes out of 
Gotham July 25 far two one-night- 
ers. then noses back July 28. First 
date is set for Laramie, Wyoming, 
July 26, with a following booking 
the next night in Denver, where 
he solos with the Denver Sym- 
phony Orch. 


Deal was set by Associated Book- 
ing Corp. 




















Tony Martin: “Do You Really 
Love Me’”-“Tell Me” (Victor), A 
solid commercial disk. Martin de- 


livers “Love Me” with three- ae Down 


harmony, a la Patti Page, and 

a neat job on a good ballad. Ella 
Fitzgerald also has a highly listen- 
able cut of “Love Me” for Decca. 
On the Victor reverse, Martin belts 
across “Tell Me” in a schmaltzy 
style that could hit big. Henri Rene 
orch backs up. 

Bing Crosby-Andrews Sisters: 
“Black Ball Ferry Line”-“The 
Yodelling Ghost” (Decca). A cou- 
pling of cute tunes with mid-hit 
possibilities. “Ferry Line,” which 
was given an excellent cut by Percy 
Faith orch for Columbia, gets an- 
other fine workover by this combo. 
“Yodelling Ghost” is superlatively 
arranged with a smart echo effect. 
Number is reminiscent of the Cros- 
by-Andrews Sisters’ hit of the late 
1930’s, “Yodelling Jive,” which wag 
slightly more up-tempo. Vie Schoen 
orch accomps. 

Les Baxtér Orch: “Vanity’’-“The 
World Is Mine Tonight” (Capitol). 
Les Baxter, one of the more orig- 
inal arrangers. On Wax, comes 
through with a topflight inter- 
pretation of “Vanity,” a  stand- 
out ballad that has been cut 
several ways recently. Sue Allen 
delivers the vocal attractive- 
ly against a fine choral and in- 
strumental background. Reverse is 
a more conventional sounding side, 
Dick Beavers rendering the stand- 
ard forcefully. 

Teresa Brewer: “The Wang 
Wang Blues”-“The Oceana Roll’ 
(London). A couple of bright. sides 
by the gal who teed off last year 
with the “Music, Music, Music” hit. 
Whether these tunes are fre 
enough for Miss Brewer to repeat 
doubtful. She rides them with lots 
of spirit, however, and should 
garner a fair. shore of the market 
on Mn Wang Blues” especially. 
Jack Pleis heads up a fine Dixie- 
land background orch. 

Lawrence Welk Orch: “Sad and 
Lonely”-“Irving” (Coral). “Sad and 
Lonely,” Lawrence Welk’s initial 
release since joining Coral, is 
among the best things this orch 
has ever turned out. Roberta Linn’s 
vocal is standout with Garth An- 
drews and the Sparklers vocal 
group lending fine support. Re- 
verse reverts back to Welk’s usual 
cornball pattern with the Modern- 
aires and Miss ‘Linn joining in the 
novelty vocal. 

Hugo Winterhalter Orch: “Wave 


To Me, My Lady”’-“The Mule 
Driver” (Victor). “Wave To Me,” 
one of Frank Loesser’s earlier 


tunes, is revived in a highly worth- 
while interpretation by the Winter- 
halter orch and chorus, Stuart 
Foster soloing ably. Tune has a 

folk flavor that fits the current 
pattern of the pop market. Reverse 
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fore hitting the other European 
capitals, 


TOO' YOUNG (4) (Jefferson)... .. 


HOW HIGH THE MOON (9) (Chappell).......... 
SOUND OFF (4) (Shapiro-B)................. 


MOCKIN’ BIRD HILL (13) (Southern) 
OLD SOLDIERS NEVER DIE (3) (Marock).. 


SPARROW IN THE TREE TOP (13) (Santly-J) 
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is an okay rendition of a standard 
Latin tune. 

Bobby Wayne: “If You Turn Me 
”.“Let’s Make Up “Your 
Mind” (London). ““Turn Me Down,” 
recently launched by Peggy Lee 
for Capitol, gets a more imagina- 
tive treatment on this cut. Wayne 
handles the lyric with bounce and 
the background instrumentation 
has drive. “Make Up Your Mind” 
is an okay slow ballad effectively 
delivered by Wayne. Dick Hayman 
orch backs up. 

Vinni De Campo: “My Magie 
Heart”-“For All We Know” (Coral). 
One of the new vocalists in Coral’s 
stable, De Campo shows up nicely 
on wax although not yet a distinc- 
tive performer. He’s at home with 
ballads, such as this coupling. 
Both okay tunes which De Campo 
ee competently. Neal Hefti 

atons. 


Album Reviews 

Les Brown Orch: “Over the 
Rainbow” (Coral). One of the 
slickest dance bands currently in 
the business, Les Brown orch 
showcases its sharp arrangements 
and precision execution in this 
well-packaged set. Titles of the 
tunes add up a color panorama 
of instrumental fox-trots; with 
Brown's crew ogre out neatly 
patterned miusical figures in vari- 
ous tempos. Besides the title 
tune, numbers include “That Old 
Black Magic,” “Green Eyes,” “Blue 
Moon,” “The Moon Was Blue,” 
“Deep Purple,” “Red Wing” and 
“Azure.” Arrangements are by 
Frank Comstock. 


Platter Pointers 


Irving Fields trio has a firstrate 
“The Wedding Song,” 
Betty Harris handling the vocal in 
good style (Victor)... More okay 
renditions of “Truly, Truly Fair” 
by Russ Morgan for Decca, Georgie 
Auld for Coral and Dick James for 
London . . « Norbie and Gillie have 
a cute polka number in “Give Me 
a Girl and a Waltz” (Columbia)... 
Korla Pandit has a coupling of 
good organ sides on “They y”” 
and “Remembering,” Jette Satin 
vocalling (Vita)... Guy Lombardo 
delivers neatly on “Mine” and 
“I’ve Got to Fall in Love Again” 
(Decca) . Fontane Sisters have 


a cute side in “The Rhufhba 
Boogie”. (Victor) . . . On same 
label, Wayne King orch has a fair 


cut of “The World Is Your Bal- 
loon” (Victor) ,.. More okay Har- 
monicats’ sides in “Roman Guitar’ 
and “Dynaflow Drive” (Mercury). 
Edmondo Ros orch dishes up 
slick Latin rhythms in “Cheo-Choo 
— and “Mary Ann” (Lon- 
on 
Standout western, blues, rere, 
polka, religious, 





McConkey Agency Adds 
Morgan to Roster in Move 
To Build Band Bookings 


Chicago, June 12. 

McConkey Artists Corp., which 
has sought to solidify its band 
merchandising by adding name 
groups partially for esteem and 
partially as a wedge for aan 
its lesser known bands, added Russ 
Morgan, its first big name, to the 
roster last week. Bill Black, MAC 
location booker, said he’ll book 
Morgan only through the fall, pri- 
marily for one-nighters. — 

Two weeks ago MAC pacted Al 
Trace, who left Music Corp. of 
America under the AFM four- 
weeks-sans-work edict, and over a 
month previously had set the Jim- 
my Featherstone orch. 

Morgan, who opens the Edge- 
water Beach Hotel next month, 
customarily books himself on lo- 
cation dates and in, the na had 
been steered on one-nighters by 
Associated Booking. _Black said 
that five tentative dates a 4 al- 
ready been set for Mo: ~ 
Tom Archer midwest a 
tionally Black has_ pacted. the 
pang Sandifer orch, which will 

pen its first date for McConkey 
at t the Rice Hotel, Houston, June 
21 for four weeks. 

Phil Levant, former MCA loca- 
tion booker and now heading up 
its act department, also pacted 
Ken — Harris, E> y~ vik orchestra, 
who’s current at Broadwater Ho- 
tel, Biloxi, Miss. : 
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‘RH’ Logging System | 


Week of June 1 to 7" 
Richard Himber’s log of broadcast performances, ae 


of varying point ratings for plugs on commercial and sustaining pro 
grams logged in each of the 3 major territories, New York, Chicago gna 





Los Angeree, Both groups of songs 


are alphabetically listed. - 


First Group 


Songs 
A Penny a Kiss..............-.. 


Because of You—‘“I Was An American Spy”...... 


a one 
.. Shapiro 
.. BMI 


ever eeoservcee eeeeeeneete 


eo ewe owe 





Chesapeake & OhiO ..... ce ececevcrverecececees sooveeeees- Famous 
Faithfully Yours -............0seeseecveees covecdcvoccnecccecss + Mills 
Happiness ere ee ee sereeees erases sessenee ised been ewe twenie® <> « eee 
Here’s To Your Illusions—*“Flahooley”............+++»s+--Chappell 
How High the Moon.........-ssess-eees cdoeecvneuds knee ee 
I ApObOOW igs i do i oy be xiuwened bb sc oe ebais ob'cbbadeb eds dic COOMMES 
I'll Never Know Why.........--secceees s deen shaeeaewed +e. cs ee 
I'm Late—t“Alice In Wonderland”............¢. ouiwewee.4.s<<'s ane 
I Whistle a Happy Tune—**The King and I”........ eeee- Williamson 
Loveliest Night of the Year—t“The Great Caruso”.......... Robbins 
Make the Man Love Me—*“Tree Grows In Brooklyn”....T. B. Harms 
Mister ahd Mississippi ......... * Seepage, So ore y cid whe ob dike Shapiro 
Mocking Bird Hill ee reee ease oe occ dabe bee paleo 0 ¢\ eure 
My Inspiration “ere eneeeae eweeeeRBeoecoaeseeeeeeeeeeeseeeeee ee ** Goldmine 
My Resistance Is Low ee eeee ee eeeeeeeeseeeeeeeeeaeeeeeeeeeeerer Morris 
No One But You......... SS aa a a ned cesie bus ddsiswens» -eeesEe 
On Top of Old Smoky .....cecescsese Legis osoes de 6d ee se Gage 
Pretty Eyed Baby ..........5. jue cedvemema'e secvecececs se PRCRWIGk 
SMM a i os 6 0% bt cs oe Soutien s aabael et 608 oes ae Pte Advanced 
SOU GI Sak 6 036 0 8 6o ic cle Gh o UOMO MANWS be beceeds ée oacekaws Shapiro 
Syncopated Clock ...... big Genin ebaaeudbiee Mills 
Tahiti, My Island—? “Tahiti, "My Bae” ho uk Lackiacbeass. Paramount 
Too Late Now—7“Royal Wedding”’...........+. CUS Oe dd ok vervk Feist 
TOS TOM os iis boy te oh bs ede eb udase eet ae éeoauenetes Jefferson 
VOU ee ebie both od arte eas 6:5dc oe cee ees 064) RANT EERE Simon 
We Kiss In a Shadow—*“The King agar pre ee er ore Williamson 
When You and I Were Young Maggie Blues........... aes cron Mills 
Wowld 3 Ee WOW ak vcs eee yc do sb odo cle vc cde teen beens esas Disney 
Second Group 

Aba Daba Honeymoon—?t“Two Weeks—With Love”............ Feist 
Alice In Wonderiand—j“Alice In Wonderland”. .=.......0.-+-- Disney 
Beautiful Brown Eyes...............+-+seeeeee gpeccceenes: American 
Gotta Find Somebody To Love. ig rr ay Ps re . Duchess 
Hello Young Lovers—*“The King ‘and ac AR AE a eSoge Williamson 
Hf ous bee ee eae a Ee ates ae ces) ety jie 6 ib Fes ech daewoo Shapiro 
If I Were a Bell—*“Guys and Dolls” .. ........ 5. .eseee cess Morris 
I Love the Way You Say Goodnight—i“Lullaby of B’way”....Remick 
F's ‘Yoouew We Comanches bs eseeaed Algonquin 
It’s a Lovely Day Today—*“Call Me Madam” ..........+.+..- Berlin 
I Weane Ger AMMO Fes i So as be cc ia cd tbe decisXbe% United 
FORM 8g Pia OU Se ea ee Ph Oks eke eo 54 wee bbe eee BM 

May the Good Lord Bless and ha WOU «0 o:c0d0b06.00¥0 éueee> Pickwick 
My Tey Tee POM ee or dce beh sacs cdissecececcetuebvevaty= Santly 
Sparrow In the Treetop..........scecsessecsccscacees eecveee. Santly 
Unga aio cc bs ns btn dots ok baesenets bsbecba'esewate eas eee dees Bourne 
Wang. Wang Blues ...........0.%. Notice sha eewaeks 40a ed wanes Miller 
What FE Tee ee area sian aia bicik oe sev vice 0s Fee es da eds ed Ivy 
Where the Red Roses Grow..........cc ccc ce ect ec cece ewes: Famous 


You and Your Beautiful Eyes—‘+“At War With the Army” 
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t Filmusical. * Legit Musical. 


. .Paramount 
rlin 
& 





Mpls. AFM Local 
Asks Stand-Ins 
For Cafe Jocks 


Minneapolis, June 12. 

‘ First instance of the musicians’ 
tnion demanding ‘a stand-in ‘union 
member for a theatre cafe or night 
club disk jockey occurred here 
when George Murk, president: of 
the Minneapolis American Federa- 
tion of Musicians local, sérved an 
ultimatum on Meyer Gordon, own- 
er of Curly’s, one of. the town’s 
principal spots, to that effect. 

On: threat of pulling out’ the 
nitery’s five-piece union band and 
picketing the establishment, Murk 
served notice on Gordon that he’d 
Have to ‘employ a stand-in musician 
at $92 % week for Merle Edwards, |' 


WMIN disk jockey, who has been 
doing his disk jockey stint in 


wards’ request that the demand be 


visi 
put in wyiting, but rather than/ Rosner. 


have a run-in with the union, Gor- 
don, instead of hiring the stand-in, 
terminated Edwards’ engagement. 
Thus, Edwards and his 
both union men, lost their jobs, 
ard the ¢stablishment lost a good 
dra ie. 
Pri i zeing to Curly’s, Ed- 
wards ‘te months did his disk 
jockey as mont broadcasting 
from Yie’s, clear loop theatre 
cafe, sans any trouble with the 
musicians’ union, He points out, 
too, that the musicians’ union 
New York and Los Angeles, among 


constitutes a Taft-Hartley law vio- 
lation ig expected to he investi- 
gated. 


The main rear rpom of Curly’s 
uses floor shows ‘and, in addition 
to the local pick-up orchestra, gen- 
erally has four or five non-name 
acts and sometimes a line of -girls. 
It recently has been using a revue 
of female impersonators, al- 
though a year ago, when it had a 
similar attraction, it was compelled 
by the police de nt to elimi- 
nate that type o terteinment. 


Jimmy as Booked 
For 13 Weeks on Coast 


Hollywood, June 12. 

Jimmy Dorsey amassed the great- 
est amount of time grabbed by a 
traveling band on Coast in poe 
time with signing of a deal for a 
fortnight at Tops, San Diego, eats 
ing July 16, following one-weeker 
at Catalina Casino. 

Tops date ‘makes a total of 13 
weeks Dorsey has booked in Coast 
stands, 


as hadi 
-For RCA Custom Records 


Julia A. | has been named 








in the RCA ad department for the 
past year and a half. 


Ft. Worth. Casino Orchs 


Forth Worth, June 12. 





by Joe Landwehr, will have a name 
and semi-name Friday-Saturday 
band policy throughout.the sum- 
mer. Nick Stuart orch opened the 


in| spot last Friday. Casine will be 


ate parties weekdrys. 





t) for 
other cities, hasn't demanded mem- Ppands up for the next few 
ber stand-ins for disk jockeys. In} weeks inelude Art Davis, June| 
Edwards has been the/ 15-16;- Tony Paster, June 22-23; | pavidsen 
only disk jockey to be be. employed Clyde McCoy, June 29-30; Will Os- 
by a theatre cafe or n b.}born, July 6-7 and Dean Hudson, 
Ww the-union’s July 13-14. 








Suit Vs, Harms on Use Of 
| ‘Prince’ Tunes in Ice Show 
Involves Pub’s Disk Rights} 


Clarification of the U.S. copy- 


mechanical recording rights is ex- 
pected to be made by the courts as 
the result of a suit brought in NY. 
Federal :Court by April Produc 
tions, a Shubert subsidiary, against 
Harms, Inc. Action involves waxing 
rights to the Sigmund Romberg mu- 
sical comedy, “The Student 
Prince.” 

April charges that in Oct., 1924, 

the Shubert Theatrical Co., prede- 
cessor of April, entered into an 
agreement with Harms which 
granted the publishing firm sole 
and exclusive publication and re- 
cording rights in the U.S. and 
Canada to “Heidelberg” (“Student 
Prince”). 
* But the 1924 deal, April con- 
tends, did not vest in Harms the 
right to control “Student Prince” 
recordings when they’re used in a 
theatre exclusively and not sold to 
the public. Plaintiff filed its suit 
to block an infringement action 
which the publisher allegedly 
threatened to bring against the 
blades show, “‘Icecapades.” 

April assertedly made a Feb. 4, 
1950 pact with “Icecapades” grant- 
ing the rink show the right to pre- 
isent “Student Prince” and use cer- 
| tain musical selections from the 
play. Last August Harms warned 
the parties that it owned the copy- 
rights to the tunes, and would in- 
stitute injunction proceedings if the 
Feb. 4 deal were carried out. 

Case was disclosed this week 
when Harms’ application to move 
the suit from N. Y. Supreme Court 
to N. Y. Federal Court was green- 


declare that the defendant publish- 
er has no rights in the matter con- 


I | cerned whereas the latter seeks an 


interpretation of the. U. S. copy- 
right law and a declaration of its 
rights from the bench. 


Mex Stirred By - 
45s Juke Threat 


Mexico City, June 12. 

"With jukeboxes the most im- 
portant sales market for disks in 
Mexico, major company distribs in 
this country are currently con- 
cerned over a report that a leading 
juke op is set to import 2,000 
Wurlitzer coin machines geared 
for the 45 rpm speed. Mexican 
jukes now use standard 78 rpm 
shellacs and account for about 60% 
of the total pop sales. 

Largescale introduction of 45 
machines would mean that RCA 
Victor would have the _ inside 
track, since it is the only company 
pushing that speed in this country. 
Some record execs doubt that any 
juke op can survive without native- 
ly-pressed records, which are on 
78 rpm, but they are prepping 
plans to jump on the 45 rpm band- 
wagon it it gathers speed. 





conventional shellacs, longplay 
disks are growing in importance 
in the Mexican market. Trend 
towards the 33 rpm speed is handi- 
capped by the lack of machines, 
with only 15,000 now in circula- 
tion, but it’s hoped that some com- 
pany will come up with a cheap 
player aimed-at the masses. - 





"| TONY MARTIN RETURNS 


TO LONDON PALLADIUM 


Hollywood, June di, 
Tony Martin; 
Riviera, Fort Lee, N. ~ > been 
set to return to the London Palla- 
dium Aug. 13 for a fortnight which 
probably will be followed ‘by Paris 
and Rome concert dates. 
anSineer is due here July 19 for a 
15-day ‘stand at the Cocoanut 
Grove. 
Aug, 6, accompanied by his wife, 
Cyd Charisse. Concert date deals 
now are being worked out. 





Mildred Shagal, of James A. 
Davidsen concert Ae 





ES 


right law insofar as it applies to | 


lighted. April wants the court to 


Although not threatening the 


He heads for England ae 





ne Diskers Revolving Fall Posh 








Three RCA Victor Plants 
e m : 
Shuttering for Summer 

Following am annual procedure, 
RCA Victor plants are closing 
down for personnel summer vaca- 
tions. Under the shuttering sched- 
ule, the New. York factory will close 
for a week beginning July 2, with 
the Indianapolis plant closing for 
two weeks beginning June 29, and 
the Canonsburg plant for a similar 
period beginning June 23. 

The New York factory handles 
the company’s transcription and 
custom gg production, while 
the other two press the regular 
commercial disks, No shipments 
will be made from fhe plants dur- 
ing the vacation periods 


Mercury Fuels 


Price War With 
New 3-for-1 Plan 


Adding further fuel to the grow- 
ing disk price-eutting battle, Mer- 
cury Records has -renewed its sufh- 
mer merchandising plan which it 
initiated last year in a move to 
hypo summer platter sales. Plan, 
which involves the diskery’s LP 
and 45 platters only, offers the 


dealer a special bonus reduction 
after a certain number of disks 
are bought. 


Referred to as the three-for-one 
plan, Mercury is giving the deal- 
er one dollar’s worth free LP 
records for every three doHar pur- 
chase. The 45 disks are being 
marketed along the same plan but 
in a 25% ratio to the buying, That 
is, for every four dollar purchase, 
one dollar free. . Plan has affected 
the N. Y. area already with deéal- 
er Sam selling Mercury 
etchings at 50% off. Other dealers; 
who have been cutting prices as+ 
much as 40% are expected to-fol- 
low Goody’s lead on Mercury disks 
this week. 

Along with the bones plan, Mer- 
cury has instituted a deferred pay- 
ment operation for the summer. 
This plan allows the dealer to hold 
off payment for a 30-60-90 day 
period instead of requiring pay- 
ment by the 10th of the follow- 
ing month. Both 2 se will be in 
effect until July 30 


AFM BACKS BAKER'S 
BEEF AGAINST MERCURY 


following arranger-co 

dy Baker’s complaint that he is re- 
ceiving no royaltiés from Mer- 
cury’s reissue of several Herb Jef- 








Baker complained his original 
deal was for a lc. per record roy- 


his old masters to 
the | rr, there was no 
termination of his with Rene, 





Terry Switches to GAC 
Dan Terry orch was saggy Boe 
exclusive 
last week by General 4 Corp. 





eted | introductions in 
.|mate manner and created a living 


~¢* Latching en to a rapidly grow- 


ing market for operatic works on 
wax, disk companies are prepping 
extensive operatic releases. this 
fall in conjunction with heavy pro- 
motion ¢ Among. the 
majors, RCA Victor and Columbia 
are competing with their releases 
of standard repertory material, 
while many of the small. longhair 
diskeries have been cleaning up 
relatively with foreign-cut_ less- 
popular works. 

Victor is banking on its market 
analysis, which shows that operatic 
sets with American singers are 
generally the bestsellers. , Diskery 
has just pressed a full-length al- 
bum of “Carmen” with Rise 
Stevens, Jan Pierce, Robert Mer- 
rill, Licia Albanése and orch under 
Fritz Reiner. Columbia recently 
issued a set of “Carmen” with a 
cast of Freneh singers. 

Reiner’s batoning of the Victor 
“Carmen,” incidentally, was done 
with a prior understanding with 
Rudolf Bing, Metropolitan Opera 
general manager, who several 
months ago asked that his con- 
tractees refrain from waxing Met- 
opera productions for companies 
other than,Columbia. Reiner, who 
is a regular Met conductor, is set 
to do the Metopera’s “Carmen” 
this fall. 

Duplication of several operatic 
works by Victor .and Columbia, 
such as “La Traviata” and “Die 
Fledermaus,” among others, is 
seen sparking a large-scale promo- 
tional battle for the fall and Christ- 
mas market. Decca is not a con- 
tender in, the popular operatie 
field, having just released. “Der 
Freischutz” by Weber, and not 
planning any immediate followups 
from its Continental catalogs. Lon- 
don Records, however, is keeping 
up a Seely flow of operatic works. 


> Hypoed acceptance for operatic 


works is “ndieated by the fact that 
Victor’s new “Rigdletto” racked up 
a bjgger sale since its release last 
year than the previous “Rigoletto” 
album did in several years. Chief 
factors in the operatic boom are 
the new 33 rpm‘and 45 rpm speeds, 
which make possible cheaper sets 


venient handling. 
WHITE SOLID IN N.Y. 
CONCERT, BUT B.0. N.G. 


Josh ga returned to Town 
Hall, N. Y., Saturday (9) with a 
program oft songs that marked him 
as one sie most tren sing- 
ers around today. Despite overlong 
session of 19 numbers, White had 
to beg off atter the fifth encore, 

repertory included blues 
ua eaies ballads, work songs cal 
a songs with “Nobody Knows 
ou When You're bag and Out” 
and “Free and al Blues” get- 
stg ida Hers aoe 
as oO Ld “ n’ 
Lie- Buddy” were given spirited 
renditions and the popular “Riddle 
Song” was never sung better. 

Although the midnight concert 
drew only a half-filled house, the 
stubholders were appreciative and 
enthusiastic. + ah handled the 
a@ pleasant, inti- 





Toom*atmosphere by having the 
audience join him in some of the 
more familiar numbers. 





pany? 
While switches among -distribs 
are routine in the disk industry, 
TC's absorption of the Newark 
district is unusual, in that two of 
the country’s major market areas 
have been consolidated. 


Tamara Hayes Inked 


Tamara Hayes, colored vocalist 
has been inked 
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ORCHESTRAS-MUSIC 











On the 


Upbeat 





New. York — 


Don Becker, Bibletone - Records 
a&r exec, to Chicago, “St. Louis, 
Pittsburgh and Cleveland promot- 
ing Ken Carson’s “Wondrous Word 
of the Lord” . Orch leader Bob 
Grant recovering from minor in- 
ae sustained im auto accident 
ast week in Westwood, N. J. . 

Bill Cole orch opens at Pelham 
Heath Inn, N. Y., today (13) for 
extended engagement . . . Bob 
Botwen exiting Generai Artists 
Corp. one-nit dept. Friday 

. Joe Marloew, accordionist, 


baton the house orch which debuts 
at the Biltmore Bowl next Tues- 
day (19), 

Mob of Local 47 members who 
have played with Jimmy Dorsey 
band at one time or anather gath- 
ered at Bob Dalton’se last night 
(Mon.) for a testimoni&l to the 
toneer who’s just ending his 15th 
year as a leader: — Incidentaliy, 
there are nearly 250 ep 
Dorsey band members livin 





this area. . Buddy Baker’s = Ps 
phony of Reeds,” 22- “piece crew, 


bows June 28 at Farnsworth Park, 


Altadena .« . Stan Kenton opens 


into «7 ag gy Club, Wild-| next Monday (18) at the Oasis, 


wood, ., June 15 for two weeks. 


Chicago 


Vet promoter Dan Habecker 
grabbed manager’s = at Lake 
Lawn Ballroom, Le Geneva, 
Wis. . . . Ivory Joe antes kicks 
off on four weeks of one-nighters 
through Louisiana, Texas, Okla- 
homa, starting July 23 in New Or- 
leans ..: Henry Busse into Muehle- 
bach Hotel, Kans2s Citv, July 11, 
for three weeks ..°. Eddie South 
set for Towne Room, Milwaukee, 
June 27, for one month... Bel 
Trie held over at Brass Rail, Chi 
. .. Count Basfe orch and Herman 
Chittison trio set for Regal The- 
atre, Chi, June 29, for one week 

Dizzy Gillespie and boxer Bob 
Satterfield whipped it up last week 
for vets at, Vauehan General Hos- 

ital .. . Frankie Mastets set for 

alinese Room, Galveston, Tex., 
June 4, for one month, following 
at Claridge Hotel, Memphis, July 
20, for two weeks ... Lawrence 
Welk inked into Lake Lawn, Lake 
Geneva, July 10, for six days - 

Billy Bishon orch into Duteh Mill, 
Delavan, Wis., July 31, for one 
week, then to Wa'd Lake Casino, 
Wa'd Lake, Mich., Aug. 8, for one 
week . . . Capitol Records yearly 
deejay golf tourney runs June 13 
. . . Chuck Foster pacted into For- 
est Park Highlands, St. Louis, Aug. 
3, for one week, following at Pea- 
body Hotel, Memphis, Aug. 20, for 
two weeks . .. Singer Tony Fon- 
taine back from Gotham after cut- 
ting four sides for Mercury. Lad 
was backstopped by Leu McGar- 
rity, Billy Butterfie'a@ and Buddy 
Morrow, with George Bassman on 
the stick. Fontaine set to guest 
Ed Sullivan tele show in New 
York, June 24 ... Tommy Reed 
into Forest Park Highlands, St. 
Louis, July 20, for one week . 
Teddy Phillips to Wald Lake "Ca- 
sino, Aug. 2,, for one week. 


Hollywood 


Frank DeVol plays for the joint 
graduation prom of Pasadena and 
Muir Junior Colleges Thursday 
(14). Mort Herold and Doc 
Rando joined Abbey Browne's orch 


‘ 


at Charley Foy’s . . . Carlton Hayes 
orch holds over at the: Desert Inn, 
Las Vegas, with the “Merry 





“Widow” revue which bows tonight 
(12) . Garwood Van set for a; 
weekend stand at Catalina 
this weekend . . . Hal Derwin 
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| tel. Bellerive. 


southside nitery . Harry. James’ 
band, which returned here last 
week, pulls out June 30 for three 
weeks of dates in the northwest 

. . Bob Keene booked for a fort- 
night at the Balboa Beach Ren- 
dezvous, opening July 2. 


Pittsburgh 


Sammy Kaye plays a two-night 


(Thurs.) at Vogue Terrace . 
Guitarist Harry Bigley has left 
Dom.Trimarkie trio at Hotel Roose- 
velt to join Howdy Baum band. 
Baum will. have three pieces for 
dinner music at Bill Greeén’s. and 
six men for*dancing there after 
the performances at the: adjacent 
Arena Theatre. Joe Negri is re- 
pia cing Bigley with Trimarkie . 
illiam Penn Hotel ..has dropped 
all music for the summer months. 
Hal Pruden’s band ‘closed at the 
Terrace Room a week ‘ago and Al 
DiLernia’s threesome at the Con- 
tinental Bar a few days later... 
Everett Haydn, organist at the 
Sheraton Lounge, vacationing in 
Boston to be with his father on 
latter’s 84th birthday ... Walter 
Gable’s orch has just started fourth 
consecutive year at the Ankara .. 
Organist. Dick Nussbaumer’s op- 
tion has been picked up again at 
the Cork and Bottle . Herman 
Middleman, maestro at ‘Carousel, 
and his missus just celebrated their 
18th wedding anniversary . 
Baron Elliott’s band will hit: the 
road just as soon as staff duties at 
Station WCAE wind up for the 
warm months ... Ralph Flanagan 
opens six-day engagement at Vogue | 
Terrace Tuesday (19), followed by | 
Louis Prima on the 25th for a 
week ... George Shearing Quintet | 
into Johnny Brown’s Club in East | 
Liberty Monday (18) for a week. 


Kansas City 

Julia Lee plays a string of ter- 
ritory dates, o paina June 11 at 
the Top Hat lub, Joplin. Fol- 
lows into the Mayfair lub, Wich- 
ita, and dater to Angelo’s, Omaha 
Jay McShann orch doing one- 

nighters - in the southwest . 
Harry Swanagan completing “a 
year’s run at the keyboard in the 
Pony Express Bar of the Hotel 
Robidoux, St. Joseph, first colored 
act ever to play the hotel .. . Nino 
| Nani return east after his fort- 
night at Eddy’s Restaurant, and 
followed into the downtown s a 
by Jimmy and- Betty 
/man. Latter pair set oh Tic Toc 
ce. Milwaukee, o June 22, 
| eth need ale = to Houston’s 
etme set for 
ineina pone a 


























and tae Vegas, jumping west after 
rtnight Trace of os 

ey’ve also sign 
to rejoin Jack Banas 


y in the fall 
. Billy ms orch moves out 
of the Kansas 
ithe So 
Gordon 








City Club — into 
replacing 
. . Latin 
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MY MAGIC HEART 


Recorded by 
HOWARD KEEL-DAVE ROSE—MGM 30378 


PEGGY LEE—Cap. 1586 
VINNIE DE CAMPO—Coral 
T. DORSEY—Dec. (Soon to 
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eeks .. 
or 
Eddy’s Restaurant June .) 

























Pin-Up Wit! 






Simon House 


20-4170 


stand today (Wed.) and tomorrow | 
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21.|N. Y., where he’s been signed for 
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‘| vision show that will skyrocket the 
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Figg 8 of retail disk best ; ela 
‘sellers ed un reports ob- 3 3 8 3 i b . E 5 
tained from leading stores in 3 -is Ol- s > s B 3 . 
12 cities’ and showing com é 2 3 8 g 5 8 e|& o 
parative sales rating for this $ © ig|S 4 2 T 
and last week. SP cis li@lBliaeisg isis leia A 
BMS leis leleielsl1/Fi 2 
3 a) . } o 5 
National - Week Ending lis : ai< 2 |G 4 : i s S P 
xine June 9 Seri Lisi lei slaieials 
This eigi<isia pele /e/S i= |F) 8 
wk. wk. Artist, Label, Title z & SiSlislslifsleleld¢isiéls 
aes ae “KING” COLE (Capitol) 
$2.5-4 eas Young”-—1449 Ro ae 2 4 § Be 1 1 #3 3. 80 
=~ LES PAUL-MARY FORD (Capitol) ~ 
2 2 “How High the Moon”—1451.. -— aca -s 1 oT 3.63 1 4 83 
fE LAINE Ce 
a a Seeebel”_-39367 wages os aE Ss. 8:23 1.828 10 56 
KIE LAINE islamblae” 
He “Rose, Rose, I Love You”—39367. 10 10°14. 8 —2 1 8s 55 
VAUGHN MONROE (Victor) 
5 3 “Sound Off’—20-4113...,....... 2 :. 2 4 3 8 9 50 
= "MARIO LANZA (Victor) 
6 6... “Loveliest Night of Year’—10-3300 4 3 8 2 9 6 69 7 4 
WEAVERS (Decca) 
7 5 “On Top of Old Smoky”—27515.._ 8 9 7 00 ww: @. FS 8 
BILLY ‘ECKSTINE (M-G-M)..... 
8 8 “y Apologize” —10903A TE Seas oe 5 4 5 3 8 30 
PATTI PAGE (Mercury) 
9 7 “Mockin’ Bird Hill”—5595....... 8 3 2 2 29 
DENNIS ’ DAY (Victor) , 
10 “Mr. and Mississippi” —20-4140A. 5 6 3 3 19 
PATTI PAGE (Mercury) 
11 12 “Mr. and Mississippi”—5645...... 7 7 8 8 8 17 
BING-GARY CROSBY (Decca) 
12 9 “Maggie Blues”—27577....>..... 3 4 15 
G. MITCHELL-M. MILLER (Col) 
13A 12 “My Truly, Truly Fair’—39415... 9 6 5 10 14 
EDDIE FISHER (Victor) 
13B “Unless” —20-4120B..........%... 6 10 9 aba 5 14 
MARIO LANZA (Victo?) 
14A 10 “Be My Love”—10-1567A........ 1 8 13 
LEROY ANDERSON (Decca) 
14B “Syncopated Clock”—40201...... 7 7 6 18 
STAN KENTON (Capitol) 
14C 15 “September Song”—1480......... 6 3 13 
VAUGHN MONROE (Victor) 
15 18 On Top of Old Smoky”—20-4114A 2 9 
VAUGHN MONROE (Victor) 
16 11 “Old Soldiers Never Die”—20-4146 5 +s 6 
Disk Best Sellers Companies 
(Based on Points Earned) 
No. of No. of 
Label Records Points Label Records Points 
Capitol oeseeeeese e@eoeeeeeeeeeres 3 186 Decca eee eee eeeeee eeeeese eae 3 Pr, 64 
Victor ..... Se Se ele wee.ck  e SEG. 5 PRY oid cic cancdonccen ees ie ’ 46 
Cobmmene ian 6 obs Se cca. aH Se PEPE See. ch cet te heen tk 1 30 
1 2 3 | 4 5 
GREAT CARUSO KING AND ! VOICE OF XTABAY GUYS AND DOLLS; SOUTH PACIFIC 
FIVE TOP Mario Lanza Broadway Cest | « Ymoe Sumac | Broadway Cast Broadway Cest 
FS haga 1-008 Capitol oad Columbia 
ALBUMS | pune " CD-244 re MM850 
; LM-1127 9-260 te 
WDM-1506 DA-876 CU244 DLP-8036 MLA180 
. ‘eini vi Camilla Williams to sing with Bos- . 
Al Evans Signed For Leininger Doubles Twixt ton Pops June 22. Other summer 
Brown Orch & Pitt Symph | dates include recitals in Hartford 


Acquacade Batoning 


Al Evans, who conducts the Ted 
Mack “Family Hour” TV show on 
ABC, doing a shuttling job this 
summer to Flushing Meadows, 


an eight-week stand at the Acqua- 
cade, 

He’ll conduct his own orch for 
the water ballets and other spe- 
cialty acts, in addition to doing the 
composing and arranging. 





’ Marching Fiddler 
Hollywood, June 12. 
John Philip Sousa, the “March 


King” of a bygone generation, will 
be honored at — ywood Bowl, 
Aye. 8; of march- 

music,” “A ute to Sousa,” 


po Pe by Meredith Willson, 
once a Sousa bandsman. 


a . | R, 

Continued from page 43 
Gene Williams, Teddy Phillips, 
Bernie Mann®Paul Neighbors, Dan 
Terry, Buddy Morrow and Buddy 
de Franco. These bands are be- 
ginning to develop a nation-wide 
following and are rising steadily 
in b.o. power. These outfits are 
following the trail blazed by the 
Ralph Flanagan, Ray Anthony and 
Jerry Gray -organizations. Some 

the band 





to string along with the new names 
waiting for the record deal or tele- 





young orch leader to the top. 


Pittsburgh, June 12: 


It’s from jazz to longhair and} 


back to jazz again, but this time 


only temporarily, for Robert 
Leininger, assistant principal bass 
player with Pittsburgh Symphony. 
With the music season over and 
Les Brown. minus a _ bassist, 
Leininger is going with the band 
for, several dates through the re- 
mainder of. month and will stay 
until Brown finds a permanent 
man. 


Le er wet ur and a half 
years wi Brown belore he joined 
the local S; ‘ 





Woolford : to Balt. Symph 
Louisville, June 12. 

John R. Woolford, Louisville Or- 
chestra manager for the past three 
years, has resigned 
with Baltimore Symphony Orches- 
tra, July 2. Successor to take over 
his duties with the local symph has 
not been named. 

Woolford took over managership 
of the local orch in 1948, coming 
from the New York Philharmonic. 
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and Portland, Me., and two “Aida” 


rformances in the Hollywood 


wil. 


10 Pdssenger 1947 Cadillac 
Airport. Limousines. Excel- 
lent Condition, Painted Green, 
Good Tires, Ideal for Bands, 
Theatrical C nies, Hotels, 
Etc. $2100 _ F.0.8., New 
York. 


CAREY TRANSPORTATION, 
INC., 80 East 42nd Street, 
New York 17, N. Y., Phone: 
MUrray Hill 7-6760 























‘aS sa at a Re ee 
STEWART BARR 
Baritone 









































Wednesday, June 13, 1951 2 

























































































possibly on theory that “Smoky” 
and “Mokey”’” thyme. But “Mohi” rn aye te tel ohn ag hit when 
‘ Roce at boll Bm ape! ) a et. Further to my favorite.topic that Continued from page 43 Game 
there’s nothing new in record bus- 
: re —_ Indian gal named Mohi. | iness, I should mention that Cap- get Por typi Rim * 
; pane ae gg hg: exchanged | itol’s stunt of providing fillers for | plus hotel allowances. 
_ hand oT Ci ~ det" Sg alot spindle holes of 45’s is old hat.|~ another hot issue also involved 
od. “a an wae er ae en Well over 40 years ago, Columbia |, marginal. union matter when a 
RB a platters, were pressed under dif-| oor debate broke open over the 
¢ ; ae ee gprs i bo id site of the next AFM convention. 
NEW REV IV ALS eee beashines made “4h pate famea Ti. Te eee eoaek 
a Records ole| by the delegates from Seattle, 
‘DONT BLAME. ME’ aos identical. in size to 45’s.| Santa Barbara and Chicago, all of 
: ib Slidell MACY could be had with a filler, | whom urged-their own towns. Mat- 
— ; . | }| adapting them to play on ordinary | ter was finally left to the disposal 
mer ! MOUD With filler omitted, they fitted | as were.a flock of other resolutions. 
ford \ snugly onto United machine’s over- Among the resolutions adopted 
ida” ( FOR LOVE’ size spindle. was one recommending a voluntary 
wood : ORS Jim Walsh. 10c.-per-member contribution for 
‘ the Lester Petrillo Memorial Fund 
=— Cleveland Pop Symph Bow | for Disabled Musicians, which 
—— ° prexy Petrillo explained was not 
Draws Capacity $9,500) an assessment. Convention dis- 
Cleveland, June 12. posed of about 40 resolutions, most- | 
lac Launching of the Cleveland Sym- | ly of a technical constitutional na- 
phony orch's 13th season of pop/| ture, which was a smaller legisla- 
cel- concerts at the Municipal Audito-| tive program than usual for the 
en, rium Saturday night (9) dréw a ca- | AFM conventions. 
ds, pacity audience at the 8,009-seat 
a arena. With b.o. scale at 60c.-$1.80, Peeved at Petrillo 
’ 'CAU the gross was tallied at around Arbor, Mich., June 12 
lew SE | ae Carleton Smith, director of the 
. | Considerable slice of the turn-| National A-ts Foundation, de- 
ON, 4 LOVE YoU out was to the marquee | nounced James C. Petrillo’s stand. 
ot statinbed EEE 5 A er 
pne: DINAH SHORE—RCA Victor been making a swing of the con-| convention of his union recently 
EDITH PIAF—Columbia cert circuit. She appeared with | that the mothers and fathers of the 
cliieeal a Boston ‘ia, Aig ng Symphony United States and Canada should a ta 
, $i ° an: “children from taking lessons Bae elton ? ; 
3 gam HOLLIS MUSIC, .INC. scheduled similar dates this Se rougy wana they can be guaran- SINGS i 
aR lig Diego and Los oe bg from. music.” ni . 
Ange : “Petrillo en- 
F tirely the wrong pee. ot why “PANDORA”’ “vu A FOOL 
Vaughan-Garner Concert | iiority of persons who learn to ““WONDER TO WANT YOou”’ 
e “THE GREAT CARUSO” Sarah Vaughan and pianist Er- sing or play an instrument do so WHY” “LOVE ME’’ 
HIT SONG = ‘dae ct eee an @ con-| without any thought of making a , 
eel THE LOVELIEST - ° ” " | living from it. ey perform mu- 
—. NIGHT OF THE YEAR oy OM. sic for the fun they get out of it. MGM 10996 78 RPM MGM 10962 78 RPM 
' ee a Bay Aven disk jocks Tere Py | They never expect to become pro- K 10996 45 RPM K 10962 45 RPM 
Paul | - Webster jof KNBC and Don Batkstlale of | Povtos ge ge = 
= ae —_ nse —ieummenese | teur musicians we have, the fewer 
t a ; ; mental cases there * puget 
ERYONE'S LISTENING TO... Smith agreed with Petrillo, how- 
' ever, that a new way must be 
| found to finance symphony orches- 
de A ; ' as well as the Nation’s 
a he heoe ey Ph activities. “ 
ANDERSON'S Music — MITCHELL P vate donors will not be long able 
A ene ree: Nae rennet Se Ui eaenamies Sonnet 






























































More Folk Data Cited By 
Walsh to Uphold Theory 
Nothing New on Wax 


Editor. VARIETY: 

Couple of typos in my article, 
“Everyone’s Writing P. D. Melo- 
dies” (VARIETY, May 16), should be 
corrected, lest some of the hep 
guys think I don’t. know my song 
titles. 

Southern mountaih melody, “My 


Little Mohi,” with ‘same tune as 
“On Top of Old Smoky,” sneaked 
into print as “My Little Mokey,” 


“Days” after editors and typeset- 
ters got through with it. 

I should have mentioned, too, 
that “Beautiful, Beautiful Brown 
Eyes” is re-do of a mountain tune. 
Some twenty-odd years ago, the 
Carter Family, of Mace Springs, 
Va., made Victor record of “I’m 
Thinking Tonight of My Blue Eyes.” 
which went big and was afterwards 
given a -working over by dance 
bands. Strange how. mountain 
stuff by such troubadours as Car- 
ter Family and Jimmy Rodgers sold 
all over English speaking world. 
English, Australian and New Zea- 
land record supplements of late 
’20’s and early °30’s were packed 
full of this kind of material. In 
same period, Carson Robison and 














































Toledo Band Dates 


Toledo, June 12. 
Centennial Terrace, outdoor 
dance spot at Sylvania, O., near 
Toledo, has booked several name 
bands for the season. Johnny 
Long, who holds attendance réc- 
ords at the Centennial, has been 
booked for a 10-evening stay open- 


ing June 29. 
Clyde 


Other dates — include: 


Trask, June 15-17; Jimmy Palmer, 
June 22-24; Sonny Dunham, July 
13-22; Hal McIntyre, July 27-Aug. 


Describing mambo rhythms as 
Latin American bebop, orch leader 
Xavier Cugat said that the general 
decline -of the rhumba band popu- 
larity in this country was caused 
by the bandmen who have segued 
from the melodic south-of-the-bor- 
der tempos to the intricate rhyth- 
mic forms of the mambo. Dance- 
hall and ballroom promoters are 
still willing to buy Latin-American 
orchs, Cugat added, but they can’t 
find bandmen who'll concentrate 
on the.rhumba melodies that were 
popular in thé 1940's. 

In a move to-forestall the cur- 


rent downbeat of rhumba bands, 
Cugat recently arranged a confab 


2, and Woody Herman, Aug. 3-9. 





naam 
—| RET AIL SHEET FS’ SELLERS Inside Or ;—Mlusi 
) K , T ‘ “Be My Love,” which has gone over 1,000,000 disks in Mario Lanza’s 
rat . im cutting for RCA Victor, is setting some sort of a modern record for 
7 ae | ‘ | endurance ‘on the “Hit Parade.” Ballad has been on the radio show for 
—ceememninsnitite VARIETY ———— , six months, starting last. December, continuing while other hits have 
| a developed and then faded away. Six months’ duration for a number is 
Survey of retail sheet musie : ; ; highly unusual these days, in view of the usual short life for the aver- 
sales, based on reports obtained § a} age song click. Tune has also passed tg ny Bco — sales 
from leading stores in 12 cities 3 3 2 3 mark for Miller Music vey et age one had i. n s i yesh ae ers. 
tive sales Oo s-\y-|3 Incidentally, Columbia gt. i. Y., ch h Lanza 
and showing compara i PE G. sfel@isie = T for concerts, denies that it negotiated with the L. A. Ambassador 
rating for this and last week. bie Zig é 3 5 2j/@i/ ets g hotel’s Cocoanut Grove for a a — wee: Artist easeon doesn’t 
2 |? 3 handle the tenor for niteries. Sam Weiler, Lanza’s personal manager, 
3 4 g & - a > x s & 4 A also denies offering the singer to the Ambassador for $18,000 weekly, 
a hRisim isles isialfi2is L as claimed by the hotel’s booker, 
Week Ending |2/2/$!2/*|2\zls/E/2\¢\% 
National a ra} 3 ae 5 8 Si2\: =\"| P Using a new wrinkle in exploiting the score of the legit musical, 
Rating J ne 9 tie 2|=)2 pe & ~ $ & < ? “Seventeen,” Leeds Music is distributing several hundred copies of the 
u meg z z 3 § ‘ Si fiain play’s souvenir album to disk jockeys, diskery artists and repertory 
This Last 5 r- 8 3 ois ; s & F T staffers. Move is designed tg stimulate interest in the individual num- 
wk. wk. Title and Publisher zi Eiala i) =\i6is bers by placing a - the ——— f the meee. pabery a om 
. designed a special brochure to hold all. professional copies from the 
1__2 “Too Young” (Jefferson)..........2 2 3 4 21 1 2 1 1 4 4 6 102 score with brief notations indicating the nature of each song for pos-' 
2 3 “On Top of Old Smoky” Tore 2° sa 2 ee ae: ee ee ee ee sible TV spots. “Seventeen” is the first legit score to be handled by 
31  “Mockin’ Bird Hill” (Southern)... 3.3 2 2 3 S 4 2 2 5 & 3 96 || the Leeds firm, 
4 4 “How High the Moon” (Chappell). 6 4 6 3 7 1 ‘plone ee whet Bee 
7 A religioso tune, penned by a Carnegie Tech professor of architec- 
S S Loveliest Night Year” (Robbins). 4 9 5 .. é .. 6. ¢6 .. 5 36 ture; Robert A. Schmerz, will be published by Ludlow Music, ‘Inc., 
6 .. “Mr, and Mississippi” (Shapiro-B). 5 7 4 9 .. 10 5 8 9 31 within the next few weeks. Song titled, “Noah Found Grace In the 
Be. S - PH” (Shapire-B).. oii ee eee os ? 8 4 5 4 od 6 9 30 bn dg yee any pee wipe! been rrrea oe dg whl te: oe ag - 
8 13 “Rose, Rose, I Love You” (Chap).. i 8 7 3 10 4 23 umbia label. An album of Schmerz’s songs was pressed privately a tew 
> 13 “Jeebel” BM)... 6 ” ea reapenagaa ere re 7 3 years ago and distributed in the Pittsburgh area only. 
10 12 “It Is No Secret” (Duchess)....... | ae (ee: ee | Rae ; Sear 20 
1iA 9 “Unless” (Bourne).............-. S200 4 8 gma, ropes Cug of Letin-American orch leaders to 
i1B 11 “Be My Love” (Miller)........ RT REE ee ae eee at Raps Mambo As parka cE .yiepe bagel oo ede. Lig 
i2A “] Apolozize” (Crawford) ° rhumba relations in this country. 
polog rawior settee ess ies | rea ae Te Met Biase? ea 16 Chile Bebop; Blames It -| Plan was to have each orch leader 
12B 8 “May Lord Bless You” (Pickwick). .. .. .. 5 5 ‘Ces = ye : . plug the same rhumba tune for one 
13 10 “Would I Leve You” (Disney).... .. |. .. 10 8 RE A AE ae 15 For Rhumba Fade tH] US. month via remotes, TV shows, 


disks, theatre and ballroom dates. 
The bandleaders, however, couldn't 
get together on which ‘tune to plug 
and the confab was adjourned with 
no decision made. Since most 
Latin American bands are current- 
ly limited to the Miami Beach and 
New York areas, Cugat hopes they 
will drop the mambo concentration 
on their own in an effort to widen 
their booking circuit. 


Promoters in the grassroots areas 
have been concurring with Cugat 
by advising agency men not to send 
them Latin-American bands that 
concentrate on the mambo. The 
dancing public in these areas, they 
Claim, are still rhumba conscious 
but the mambo is too difficult to 
dance and listen to, 
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Baylos, 
, Line (12), Clark 
p Fam and Walter Ranger, Pup 


minimum. 












There was a time not too long 








great singer, used to stand in front 
of a mike with little more than 
a voice. There was never a ques- 
tion of his vocal ability. But he 
could barely have sold “Missouri 
Waltz” to Harry Truman. 

Of course, there have been some 
changes made. Martin today is not 
only a fine singer, but he has 











ago when Tony Martin, always a’ 

















































MIMI WARREN 


and her 


PIANO 


FIFTY TWO WEEKS. 
at the 
PARK SHERATON 
MERMAID ROOM 
and 
HELD OVER 


THANKS TO 
NEIL LANG, BOB NEALE, 
ARKIE YAVENSONNE, AL 


BANKS... AND ALL THE 
WONDERFUL PATRONS AND 
PERSONNEL 


AT THE 


MERMAID ROOM 
Park Sheraton Hotel, N. Y. 


management 
ed fiaherty 





ballads, r and novelties; he 
kidded a little; he performed with 
the good taste and judgment that 
come only with years of bitter 
experience. . 

Bill Miller won’t have to worry 
during the next few weeks of Mar- 
tin’s booking. His Riviera, jam- 

acked opening night, is likely to 
S that way for the rest of Martin's 
engagement. 

Martin’s routining and choice of 
tunes are socko all the way, and 
that goes from his rhythm opener, 
“Great to be Alive,” through 
“Made you Cry,” “How High the 
Moon,” the special-material tribute 
to Jolson (a whammo number 
marked by good taste), “Manhat- 
tan,” “If” and “No Tomorrow.” He 
had to beg off, of course. 

ne Baylos is the bill’s comic, 
and he is no different than he has 
been for years. Baylos is still 
borrowing from other comics, for 
which one thing at least must be 
said in his favor—he’s borrowing 
only from the best. 


over with their ballroom stuff com- 
prised of a highly varied routine. 
Their “Liebestraum” opener, how- 
ever, should be switched for a 
faster routine. Rest of their reper- 
toire consists of a samba, synco- 
pated foxtrot, pase doble and 
“Valentino tango.” 





reeset eeeensieeesstiaenenneene 


Nanci Crompton, ballerina, gets 
a big hand for her seemingly limit- 
less pirouettes, a neat opener. 
She’s petite and cute in scanties, 
and her get-over is. especially 
significant because of the tough 
spotting. 

The orchs are those of Walter 
Nye, for the show and straight 
customer dansapation, and Pupi 
Campo, for the Latin dance 
rhythms. Both do a good job. 


The linegirls are lookers and. in- 


fener: more dancing ability than 


| Embassy Girls 


most lines these days. Clark Ranger 
| handles the emceeing and the pro- 
| duction singing effectively. 

Kahn. 


Embassy. London 
London, June 4. 
“The Embassy Revue,” produced 
by Eddie Noll, with Dawlath Soli- 
man, Los Drims (4), Peter Morton, 
(8), Don Carlos 


| Rhumba Band; minimum $5. 











Grant’s Riviera 


RESTAURANT AND BAR 












* TALENT CONTEST * 
MONDAY NIGHTS 


Prize: Professional Engagement 
Duplicate Prizes Awarded tn the Case of Ties 





















Special attraction in the current 


| Embassy revue is Egyptian dancer 


Dawilath Soliman, added some days 
after opening to strengthen the 
production. Act received consider- 
able advance publicity and was 
reportedly banned in Italy recently. 
It’s difficult to appreciate (a) 
why it should have been banned, 
and (b) why the ritzy Embassy 
should regard it as a_ suitable 
cabaret attraction. It’s a highly 
sensuous exhibition which becomes 
almost distasteful as a post-prandial 
offering. Act reeks of exaggerated 
motions with an excess quota of 
navel’ shimmerings. It may be 
artistic in Cairo but is sheer ex- 
hibitionism in Bond St. 


Also in the current bill are Los 
Drims, a quartet of very able im- 
Ing ressionists who start off by show- 

what might happen when one 
the kilocycles. 
panko effects are reproduced with 
uneanny fidelity and idea has 
potent novelty appeal. From there 
they go into a close harmony 
routine, follow with an impression 
of an air-raid and wind with a 
unique reproduction of a table 
tennis game.. 

The eight Embassy Girls, in 
attractive costumes, show up ‘well 
with new Eddie Noil routines, and 
they are joined by vocalist Peter 
oe in’ a leasing hunting song. 

los orch provides 
duitabie unding for the 40- 
minute uction. Myro. 
















' Teddy & Phyllis Rodriguez go | 


choreogran June 
pets, % June with Dale pe un- 


oa ao Norman, Jan Crockett 
Suarez, Sarah Lou Harris, 
Pree Paris, Corlies rtet (Ram 
Ramirez, Lionel eth, Wayne 
Saunders, Jose Poniera); Sonny 
Kendis; $3.50 minimum. 





tioning Monte Proser’s enterprise, 
nor his daring to attempt some- 
thing new. This is especially evi- 
dent in his new show at his chic 
La Vie En Rose. Proser is still 
struggling with the right format 
for his new eastside spot, though 


There has never been any ques- |: 


ast | Fae fled by on zt hy 


oThose ‘Old Phonedraph Records” | 
are solid. Good for plenty. of 
laughs are “Don’ t Take That Black 
Bottom Away,” a visit to the tables 
with a hand mike to coax male 
eustomers to “Do It Again,” and a 
vocal yarn about a girl who sought 
psychiatric aid. 
Room surprisingly well filled for 
supper show on a Monday — 
ees, 





' 
Shamrock, Heousten | 

(EMERALD ROOM) 
Houston, June 5. 





the uncertainty has certainly had 
no deprecating effect on the week- 


ments is a a oe entertaining 
combo live. and puppet show that 
gives a number of new people a 
chance to strut their wares. 

With some nifty music and lyrics 
by the not-so-new Al Siegel, and 
some puppeteering led. by the 
equally vet Frank Paris, “Revue | 
En Rose” is featured by four fem- 
mes and a young baritone who 
tie up the loose. ends in a layout 
obviously handicapped by cramped 
space and lack of production facili- 
ties. There certainly is nothing 
wrong with the idea. nor the ma- 
terial; its ambitious facets demand 
more work and elbow room. 


The show comprises seven num- 
bers, for whieh Siegel wrote al- 
most all the music, and some of 
it, like “Wacky Island of Manhat- 


tan,” “Cupid, Light on Me,” 
“Champagne” and “New In New 
York,” are sock attention-getters. 


Dale Nunnally is a spirited young 
soprano who warbles through al- 
most all the numbers, mostly with 
Ted Norman, her baritone vis-a-vis; 
Jan Crockett projects the comedy 
numbers, and Sarah Lou Harris 
does the torch stuff (she could 
project more). Olga Suarez handles 
the ballet stuff, and Paris paces 
a three-man puppet-manipulating 
crew that works against black-vel- 
vet drops that don’t entirely mask 
the mevements of the string-hold- 
ers, thus dissipating some of the 
illusions. 

There are three small stages 
from which the performers work, 
along with four pianists, two at 
center stage and one each on the 
flanking platforms. 

Though he’s not part of the show 
itself, Sonny Kendis deserves no 
little recognition for his work at 
the Steinway. The vet eighty- 
eighter neatly fills the lulls with 
his sasstety rhythms and bouncy 
personality. Kahn. 


Hotel Radisson, Mpls. 
(FLAME ROOM) 
Minneapolis, June 4. 


Janis.Paige (2), Eddie. Camden 
Orch (8) $1-$1.50 cover; $2.50- 
$3.50 minimum. 


Equally acid to see and hear, 
song stylist - comedienne Janis 
Paige is paying her second Minne- 
apolis visit and proving that in a 
smart, agree supper club she 
holds as strong an nan as she 
did vecentiy in al theatre ap- 
pearance. Clever, original ma- 
terial plus her own talent help to 
put her over here. 


Employing numbers that run 
largely to amusing lyrical con- 
tent, but which also set off her 
dramatic, vocal and comedic abili- 
ties, Miss Paige wins and influ- 
ences the customers. A striking 
gown with a plunging neckline 
sets off her eye-filling figure in a 
way to rivet special masculine at- 
tention. Her own accompanist- 
conductor, Herb Walters, and the 
Eddie Camden orch give her a 















good assist. 
Investing her routine 


ly gross. The latest of the experi- | 


E. Lewis, Henry King’s 
$3.50 minimum. 


Joe 
Orch; 





Houston discovered for the first | 
| time, first hand, why Joe E. Lewis 
| has been a top nitery favorite over 
the country fer years, when the | 
comic debuted in Hotel Shamrock 
Emerald Room Tuesday (5). Lewis 
wasn’t on cold, however, since | 
| many friends formed nucleus for | 
the near-fill crowd in the 900-ca- | 
pacity room. Comic has played 
nearby Galveston for two years. 


Opening show stretched from) 
usual 45 minutes to 65, with Lewis 
busy furnishing requests for older | 
routines. Did about everything in| 
his book except “Sam, You Made} 
the Pants Too Long.” Also intro-| 
duced “new” material here, includ- 
ing college medley climaxed by! 
“The Bloodshot Eyes of Texas,” | 
and a hilarious bit dealing with | 
English movies with “American | 
subtitles.” Lewis intersperses his | 
parodies with nicely-timed throw- 
aways, kidding hecklers and him- | 
self (“My voice sounds like the} 
all-clear signal for a floating crap 
game.) Gets Stephen Foster 
mixed up in a horse race, climbs 
“Old Smokey” to see what's on 
top, rolled some and. shocked 
others with his version of “Bal- 
lerina.” 


As customary, Austin Mack pre- 
sides on piano accompaniment, 
backed nicely by Henry King’s 
orch. 

Dick Krueger, King vocalist, 
steps from band ranks as show 
opener, a chore he does pleasingly 
at various times. His “Be My Love” 
and “June Is Busting Out All 
Over” are lotal favorites, and he 
obliges. Youngster has a pleasing 
personality, with -voice to match, 
should use the band as a spring- 
board to bigger things. Fraz. 


_ Ringside, Paris 
Paris, June 6. 
Inez Cavanaugh, Annie Ross, 
Aaron Bridges, Jeff Davis; no cover 
or minimum. 





Dick Edwards, who came over as 
a boxing manager, has decided to 
stay on and has opened a gto | 
gimmicked cafe: Club has a 


prize ri and afternoon patrons 
can Sugar Ray Robinson 
training there. Slugfests are ar- 


who like their nitery time rugged. 


American style f is reasonable 
and drinks are cheap, with biggest 
) and cognae 


items being beer ( 
(90c). - 


oe —, baie agent He | 
and g atc ng ve club a 
pleasant phys 4 saspect. P Piano is 
constantly by Aaron 


orien and Sen Davis Inez Cav- 
anaugh, who moves gracefully from 
club to club, is the new installa- 
tion and attraction. In fine mellow 
voice, when caught she effortessly 
answered all requests for hours. 

A gathering place for the young- 
er American set, clu need 
more sco 
attract 





¥ at Al 
3} 729, rhe Lady Meg tee anda 
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Riviera, Ft..Lee, N. J. | sai He reem-) [La Vie En Rese, N. Y¥. cet ca and rote tak-| El Rancho, Las Vegas 

Tony Martin (with vignios ist Hal that am opening night! Ménte. Proser , ? ROOM) 
Pie . y Naas 1 at the ra. For more R f oe tll t “Tiive e has tas e 

Phillis Rodrigue, Nanci Cromp.| than 35 minutes he oft| Er puppets) eoleed and’ directed fe Bing ; 


Dancers. (8), Ted Fio 
(10), Guy Landis, 


Jimmy de Stefano; no ) cover, no 
minimum. 





Harry Richman, after a year. or 


more of cattle ranching in north- 
ern Nevada, is back in action head- 
ing a layout which contains ele- 
ments of old and new showman- 
| ship welded into a very agreeable 


(Continued on page. 52) 
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BALLERINA 


NANCI 
CROMPTON 


7th Week 
BILL MILLER’S RIVIERA 





RECENT TV APPEARANCES: Milton 
Berle, Show of Shows, Eddie Can- 
ter, Jack Carter, Ed Sullivan 
REPEAT—ED SULLIVAN'S 
“TOAST OF THE TOWN" 
on June 17th 


Management: GEORGE LIBBY 
1650 Broadway. New York 











GEORGIE KAYE 


currently 


CAPITOL THEATRE, New York 


Management: MATTY ROSEN 


Publicity: JACK CANNON 




















FOSTER AGENCY, LONDON, 
Presents 





Appearing 
Savoy Hotel 
London 


American Rep. WM. MORRIS AGENCY 
La cmt ae PARIS 


COMEDY MATERIAL 
For Ali Branches of Theatricals 
oftisivs FUN- 
THE CRIOMIAL SHOW Biz GAG HE 
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ONLY $25 


LACK KS., ea 
How TO we oa, Bi 523 8 
SHAT §' ¢c ENcYcLopapia 


bmg 
200 W. 54 St. New Yort 19 Dept. ¥ 


\ cnensihaaeermems 








“THE COMEDIAN” 


re. Menthly Gag File 
Years ay t ate oat en it Mf 
tiles, $25. 
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Packagers Prefer to Wrap’Em = 





Unit producers are finding cafes +— , 


to be the best outlet for package 
shows these days. A run of niter- 
ies is regarded as more profitable 
than theatres because of longer 
playing time at one stand instead 
of the more frequent and costlier 
jumps on house dates. 

Most unit producers .are work- 
ing on cafe production exclusively. 
One of them is: Jess Kimmel, 
whose condensed version of “The 
Merry Widow” opened yesterday 
(Tues.) at the Desert Inn, Las 
Vegas, for four weeks, with other 
bookings to follow. Kimmel, who 
assisted Max’ Liebman in the pro- 
duction of the NBC tele package, 
“your Show of Shows,” will: use 
some performers from the video 
program, including singer — 
Russell. James Starbuck, e 
video choreographer, will do a 
similar chore for this unit. 

Another package exclusively for 
cafes is in the works. Noel Sher- 
man, who will produce the show 
for Riley’s Lake House, Saratoga, 
will dispatch the ‘layout on the 
road as soon as the Saratoga as- 
signment is completed. Dates are 
still to be lined up. 

The Latin Quarter Revue has 
had several dates in the Las Vegas 
area and is currently on a swing 
of Interstate theatres in Texas. 
The China Doll show has also had 
dates in that territory and in 
Canada. 

The only disadvantage in cafe 
dates, as against theatres, is the 
fact that the nitery stands are on 
a straight guarantee, whereas it’s 
possible to hit taller coin in the- 
atres because of percentage ar- 
rangements. However, producers 
feel that increased amount of play- 
ing time and longer engagements 
make cafe stands more profitable 
in the long run. 


Borscht Strike’ 


Off But Huddles 
Next on Agenda 


Strike of Detroit-conventioning 
American Guild of Variety Artists 
in the New York State borscht belt 





has been called off pending nego- | thea 


tiations. As a result, performer ac- 
tivity in the hill country was nor- 
mal over the weekend, with most 
spots their usual quota of 
shows. ; 

Action was taken by the New 

York local board last week. At a 
special board meeting, it was in- 
dicated that the innkeepers would 
be willing to pay the increased 
minimums which. rise up to $40 for 
Singles, but board conceded that it 
would be difficult to get employ- 
ment guarantees at this time. Union 
had asked’ for 12-act bottom in 
Class A hotels and nine acts week- 
ly in Class B inns. 
: Negotiations with the hoteliers 
will be resumed as soon as the cur- 
rent AGVA convention and nation- 
al board meetings are completed 
in Detroit today: (Wed.). 

The board’s action was‘a reversal 
ff its former position which ratified 
he action taken at a special mem- 
bership meeting two weeks ago. 
First call went.out over Decoration 
Day period and tieup continued the 
following weekend. It had been re- 
ported that strike was 100% ef- 
fective, with agencies cooperating 
by ref to send musical acts, 
under jurisdiction. of. American 
Federation of "Musicians, into the 
resorts to sib for AGVA perform- 
ers. 

Following the N. Y. board action, 
union execs feel that unless an 
agreement with the mountain inn- 
keepers is_reached by the end of 
June, the tieup will be resumed, ef- 
fective around July 4, when moun- 
tain activity goes into high gear. 
a Y. board already had voted to 

a 
for last “Thursday (7), but recon- 
sidered late in the evening because 
of the hotelmen’s proposal to ne- 
8otiate the issues while acts were 
working. They indicated that they 
would accede to the minimums. 

Board’s action was taken after 
execs of the national panel left for 


“membership meeting | - 


Artists Would Require 
‘AGVA Waiver to Book 


Detroit, June 12. 

Performers belonging to the 
American Guild of Variety Artists 
will no longer be able to book 
other acts on club dates unless a 
waiver is granted by the AGVA 
national. board. A motion along 
those lines was passed unanimous- 
ly at the AGVA convention here. 

Waiver clause was inserted so 
that performers who wanted to 
form .a unit to play the casual or 
nitery field would be able to do 
so, provided sufficient bond were 
put up guaranteeing acts’ salaries. 


AGVA Ax Fells N.Y. Palace, 
Proser, A&B Dow, Etc. In 
Detroit-Based Rulings 


Detroit, June 12. 

The Palace Theatre, N. Y., was 
given 1®days by the appeals board 
of the American Guild of Variety 
Artists to settle a $200 claim by 
Kay Medford or go on the unfair 
list.. Action took place at the -ap- 
peals board meeting prior to the 
opening of the AGVA convention 
at the Detroiter Hotel here. Dispute 
stems from Miss Medford’s booking 
at the Broadway house. She was 
first put into the Greenpoint Thea- 
tre, Brooklyn, for a showcasing and 
her Palace booking was subse- 
quently cancelled. . 

In another important decision, 
Monte Proser, operator of La Vie 
En Rose, N. Y., was ordered to pay 
Henri Salvadér $4,400 for failure 
to play the French chanteur after 
signing him for two weeks. N. Y. 
branch board originally decided in 
favor of Proser. Case originates 
from cancellation of a contract fol- 
lowing Proser’s pacting of Mar- 
jane. Subsequently, Salvador’s 





that he would not permit his singer 
to appear on the same bill with 
Marjane, whom he accused of being 
a collaborationist. Salvador, upon 
arrival in the U. S., declared his 
manager had no right to speak for 

him in this respect. 
In. another hearing, the AGVA 
Belle Dow was 





Montreal, June 12. 
Stripper Lilli St. Cyr is the cen- 
ter of a storm of protests which 
may bring about a city by-law re- 
vision intended to bar. her from 


Public 


This is strictly politics.” 


Satterwhite’s Dallas Lease 


; Dallas, June 12. 

W. D. Satterwhite, owner-oper- 
ator of the Skyliner Club, Fort 
Worth, has leased Showland, Dal- 
las spot, and will present the Jewel 
Box Revue, with femme imperson- 
ators, a policy which is paying off 
at his Fort Worth Spot. 

ow is skedded to 





open here 


manager notified Praser from Paris | 


their liquor license, the gals 
have to keep their costumes on, 


AGVA’s Watered-Down 
Anti-Racial Measure 
Goes to Membership 


Detroit, June 12. 


The American Guild of Variety 
Artists, at the Saturday (9) session 
of its convention here went on rec- 
ord against racial discrimination 
with passage of a resolution stat- 
ing that “no proprietor, operator 
or employer, etc., shall discriminate 
against any AGVA member be- 
cause of race, creed or color.” 


Resolution will go before the 
union’s membership and upon pas- 
sage will be inserted in the union’s 
minimum basic agreement. It was 
passed 28 to 6, with negative votes 
coming from those who felt that 
the measure lacked suitable en- 
forcement provisions, or because 
of possible opposition from south- 
ern employers. who would not sign 
union agreements if such provision 
were inserted in union contracts. 


As finally passed, the resolution 
represents a compromise. Initial 
proposal introduced by Gypsy Rose 
Lee was similar to the one in ef- 
fect in Equity contracts, that no 
operator shall require a union 
member to perform in any estab- 
lishment where racial discrimina- 
tion exists either behind or in front 
of the footlights. Southern mem- 
bers’ opposition then forced added 
wofdage that such a clause in the 
AGVA agreements wouldn’t apply 
if it conflicted with existing state 
statutes. This was excluded in 
the final form on the theory that 
it, would tend to condone discrimi- 
nation statutes. 
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‘Serar Chile’ Rebinsen 
Set for 9-Week Swing 


Frank “Sugar Chile” Robinson, 
kid boogie-woogie pianist, has been 
set for nine weeks of personal ap- 
pearances by his manager, Herbert 
M. Ejiges, Detroit attorney, and 
Frankie Taylor, of the Charles V. 
Yates agency. 

“Sugar Chile” opened Monday 
(11) at Jackie Heller’s Carousel 
Club in Pittsburgh and follows 
with two weeks at Tropicana, 
Havana. He does six weeks in 
England and Scotland, starting 
July 30, booked through Lew and 
Leslie Grade. 


Jackie Bright Wins AGVA 
Chair But Vote Hassle 
Puts Gus Van on Throne 


Detroit, June 12. 

American Guild of Variety Art- 
ists had‘a difficult time.in electing 
a chairman for its current conven- 
tion at the Detroiter Hotel here. 
Jackie Bright, union’s treasurer, 
won over AGVA president Gus 
Van, but Bright. subsequently sur- 
rendered the chair permanently 
when .a discussion arose as to 
whether he would be able to vote 
the proxies of other New York 
branch members who couldn’t at- 
tend the ‘confab. 

Bright held five votes, highest 
number of tallies in the convention. 
He declared a 
render his own vote, but felt that 
he had to exercise the proxies en- 
trusted to him, 

In another group of nominations, 
all called from the floor declined 
the post. Van then stepped into the 
chair without a vote, 








AGVA Convention Highlights 


Detroit, Sune 12. 


One of the top comedy moments at the Detroit convention of Amer- 
ican Guild of Variety Artists came during the spiel by San Francisco 
delegate Terri Andre on an anti-discrimination motion. She cited the 


in cafes. 


fact that although union rules prohibit B girls,-they. still ply their trade 
If that phase of AGVA rules isn’t enforced, she said, then 


possibly the discrimination clause could be overlooked in areas where 
act employment would be jeopardized. The same applied to strippers, 
Miss Andre deciared, and after all, “How rotten can some of these 


strippers get?” — 


Whereupon N. Y. delegate Gypsy Rose Lee choked over a glass of 
water she was drinking at the time. 





The war jitters hit Miami Beach delegate Alan Gale during the dis- 
unionized in Alaska, 


cussion by Seattle rep Don George of 


Gale demanded the floor immediately to query if any of the niteries 
ussian bases. He didn’t want union members to 
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ee wasn’t returnable. She didn’t 


touches came 
| Dave Karp, a former bozer. ring one of t 
Karp came to the convention room with several bags of fruit. 


‘Vice prexy Gypsy Rose Lee raised a fine ‘le 
| dle on agency organizations. Because of a 
when ter-union 
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Cleveland delegate Thomas Keyes raised a point during discus- 
anti-discrimination reso 


sion of the AGVA 
the 











the Detroit convention. =| 


Thursday (14), 
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time, references to Walter Winchell were asked to be deleted the 
peers “in bie coumnlechan at ania in he 

w championing of benefi on the convention 
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By JOE COHEN 


Detroit, June 12. 

The American Guild of Variety 
Artists convention at the Detrciter 
Hotel here ended. Monday night 
(11) after five days with the cur- 
rent administration views upheld 
on virtually every score. Despite 
strong opposition on many issues, 
few vital changes were enacted, and 
those that were generally con- 
formed to the desires of the ad- 
ministration. 

Many delegates came to the con- 
vention with instructions to push 
two major items—increased. local 
autonomy. and change in the meth- 
od of voting for b delegates 
hfrom a national to a ch basis. 
On the question of autonomy, most 
delegates sought vastly increased 
powers but settled for a reaffirma- 
tion of a by-law which allows branch 
committees to establish. working 
minimums that do not conflict with 
the national scale, power to exer- 
cise disciplinary’ control over all 
branch. members, and authority to 
control all agents within their 
jurisdiction. 

Only addition voted was to give 
the branch boards authority to ar- 
bitrate without going to the na- 
tional office for affirmation. Na- 
tional board was instructed to start 
the machinery to put this by-law 
in the constitution. A member- 
ship referendum will follow. 

Dues Hike to Board 

Question of a hiked dues scale, 
recommended by the administra- 
tion, was referred to the national 
board, which convened today 
(Tues.) following the convention 

roper. will be worked out, 
and it’s likely that a hike will be 
voted betause present revenues 
are deemed insufficient to insure 
expanded union operations. 

Confab also voted for the crea- 


t 
, winter quarters of Ri 
Bros. and Barnum & Bailey 
and permanent home of many out- 
door performers. The new branch 
is expected to be organized soon, 


(Continued on page 53) 
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El Rancho, Las’ Vegas 


60 minutes, although topheavy on | 


vocal. 
In traditional garb of strawhat, | 
tux and cane, Richman struts) 


through stint beckoning audiences | 


to take excursions down memory | 
lane. At outset it is clear that a 
wide gulf exists between the old! 
days, when five bars chanted would 
be greeted with hefty mitts and 
cheers, and the present, when only 
mild returns are culled, Richman’s 
vocal nuances unfortunately are 
shaky as he plies his oldies with | 
vocal chords that do not respond. 

When he talks his tunes, he but- | 
tons. Repertoire includes special | 
opener segueing into “Puttin’ On| 
the Ritz,” Palace vaude nostalgia 
“Walkin’ My Baby Back | 
’ sesh at piano which could 
easily ‘ eliminated, emerging as | 
weakest spot in routine. Keyboards 





and warbles “Whiffenpoof Song,” 
“What are You Going to Do W th 
All Your Money?” and “Had to Be 
You.” Another 1 allows in- 
| serts of w.k.’s, “Vagabond Song,” 
“Sunny Side of Street,” “Birth of 
Blues.” Closer is neat gimmick in 
which he parlays many oldtime 
songs across, accomped by costume 
{visuals with each June Taylor 
| chick terping, and Richman him- 
self decked out in Gay 90’s attire. 
Ting & Tung, in deuce spot, use 
objectionable “Uncle Tom” mate- 
rial to Toust their race in song 
called “Chinese Food.” Certain 
| gags in. same category. 
Whippoorwills, folr guys and 
| cute blonde chirp, are an exu- 
| berant, almost excessively mobile 
song group. “Hucklebuck” and 
“Square Dance Jubilee” garner 
peak palms, and amusing “Mongo 
| Bongo” grabs yocks. Kids look 
|fresh, sing okay but with slight 
deviations in pitch during move- 
ments. 
| Buster Burnell solos fragmentary 
footwork ideas surrounded by June 
| Taylor eyefuls midway. Ted Fio 
| Rito orch has heavy load, which it 
masters. Will. 


Churehill’s, London 
London, June 5. 
Arthur Blake, Frank Weir Orch, 
Conde Tyree’s Rhumba Band; 
covcr $3. 





Arthur Blake, keeps his one-man 
show going for over an hour, and 
only the physical effort involved 
stops him from carrying on much 
longer. His is the greatest per- 
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“America 5 Premier Dancers" 


_ Now Appearing 


© ROXY,N.Y. 


(4th Week) 
Dancing Stars of Mike Todd's “Peep Show” 


. Television Appearances > ~ 
bs KATE SMITH SHOW 
DANNY THOMAS SHOW 
BOBBY CLARK’S COMEDY HOUR 


Management—MiILES INGALLS 


and Tito 


BELLEVUE CASINO, Montreal | 
COLONIAL INN, Florida 


“ Hotel Astor, N. Y. 


sonal success - at urchill’s si 
this ultra-late S Seemed 


ay oye reopened 
“t (laa aa tes rarely 
unanimous. 


tions, sn 4 he ecarbonizes a 
of: . socal a 
gures in a 
cdlitietaian: t. 
It’s the impressionist’s first 


London appearance, and the wide 
range of the act, choice of ma- 
terial and timing make it some- 
thing unique. Each impersona- 
tion is a show on its own; some 
are vivid and stirring cameos, 
others in. breezy, lighthearted 
style. 

Highspot ~ is undoubtedly the 
Gloria Swanson sketch-in which 
| Blake re-enacts a tensely dramatic 
| incident in the life of Norma Des- 
mond, from “Sunset Boulevard,” 
done with unsurpassed fidelity 
and without straining for effect. 

There are; of course, the natu- 
rals, Bette Davis. and Katharine 
Hepburn; the easy ones, Charles 
Laughton and James Stewart; the 
tough types, Sidney Greenstreet 
and Peter Lorre, and the obvious 
ones, Mae West and Clifton Webb. 
After taking these and many 
others in .his stride, Blake comes 
across with a firstrate portrait of 
George Arliss as Disraeli, a biting | 
satire on a Louella Parsons broad- 
cast,-and a gay bit of nonsense a 
{la Carmen Miranda before clos- | 
| ing with a dignified Roosevelt. 
Myro. 





Hotel Roeesevelt. N. O. 
(BLUE ROOM) 
New Orleans, June 8. 
Benny Strong Orch (15), Sonny | 
| Howard, Patti Thomas & Freshmen, 
Rudenko Bros., Ladd Sisters (3); 
minimum $1.50 Sat. and Sun. 

This swank nocturnal rendezvous 
| has come up with another socko 
| show. Paced by Benny Strong orch, 
plus a quartet of topflight floor 
acts, bill maintains the class spot’s 
high standard. 

Although — well-known here 
through Capitol recordings and 
network airings, this is first time 
in New Orleans for Strong’s crew. 
With a style of music not 
as frenzied as some bands that 
have preceded it, Strong’s combo 
registers across a wider variety of 


tastes, winning over more than 
just the jivesters. 
Strong, personally, impresses 


satisfactorily as a modest, likeable 
maestr®. y* = is a smooth, 
listenable capable of satis- 
fyin Fea ee ng or playing for 
the rshow. Sound musicianship 
is Bere in the tight integration 
of the sidemen, while the segs 
arrangements by sa gives his 

aggregation a bedrock foundation. 

Band's versatility ranges from 
Dixieland to current pops, with 
Strong showing marked ference 
for standards. That’s , espe- 
cially since this band can give up- 
to-date gloss to the old faves. 

The Strong a lifts the cur- 
tain handily a melodic 
“Charleston Revue” The band, 
aided by the Ladd Sisters, a trio 
of lookers, combine on the Charles- 


ton and songs of the . in- 
cludi “Sweet Gade beown” 
and “Collegiate.” 


| . The Rudenko Bros. follow with 
a juggling turn that has the cus- 
tomers gawking. They. go through 


fm of Indian 
rem other rou- 


and two boys, nt a delightful 
session of vocalizing and dancing. 
Trio injects plenty of movement 
into their offering, aided by fresh- 
ness and youthful good looks. They. 
harmonize and beat a fast oe = 
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Hope & Troupe Raise 


1914G for Cancer in A.C. 
Atlantic City, June 12. 


Bob Hope Gashed through the 
heaviest rainfall in 77 years te the 
Boardwalk Warner Friday night 
(8), where a variety show topped | 5 


raised $19,500 for the James E. 
“Sonny” Fraser Cancer Founda- 
tion. : 

Others who appeared were Bess 
Myerson, Miss America of 1945, 
whe emceed; Louise Howard, of 
the Robert Q. Lewis CBS-TV 
show; Renn Zaph, of Ted Mack’s 
video show; the impressionaires, 
the Marvellas, Kathy Crowley 
(Miss New Jersey of 1949), Frank 
Parker, of the Arthur Godfrey TV 
show, Patsy Garrett, and the 
Duffys. 


Tharpe-McKnight Tour 


Gospel singers Sister Rosetta 
Tharpe and Marie Knight will re- 
unite after a two-year split for a 
nationwide tour starting July 1, at 





by him and Marilyn Maxwell he 





Hollywood | 
Tony Martin set for a 15-day 
uae prior to Ae rtaen tal . 
um ‘dat Carmen 

her Coast nitery bow 











will make 
July 13 at Ciro’s .. . Billy Eckstine 
opens at the Oasis, southside nit- 
ery, July 2 for a fortnight.on a 
guarantee of $5,000 or $2,500 plus 
50% of the $1.50 admissions. 

Sarah Vaughan opens at the 
Tops, San Diego, June 28 for one 
week’. . . Morty Jacebs, pianist, 
opens an indefinite stand Thursday 
(14) at Gourmet-Beverly . . . Red 
Norve combo set for a fortnight at 
Colonial Tavern, Toronto, starting 
July 2...Frisco disk jocks Jimmy 
Lyens and Den -Barksdale set 
Sarah Vaughan and Erroll Garner 
for a jazz concert = the ong - He iens City 
Sunday (17) ... 
returns to Chez Ferg Chicago, 
Aug. 14. 











Norfolk. Tour, arranged by Taps 
Agency, will stretch into late Sep-| 
| tember and take in more than 50) 
dates. 


| Most stands will be played in| 
(outdoor spots. A crowd of about 
30,000 is anticipated at a July 3 
| date at Griffith Stadium, Washing- | 
| ton, where Sister Tharpe will be | 
|married publicly to Russell Mor- | 
| rison, a Savoy Ballroom, N. Y., 
| exec. 


Sister Tharpe and Miss Knight | 
had previously toured as a team 
for several years, but separated mad 
| solo appearances. 








BUSTER 
BURNELL 


HOTEL 
EL RANCHO VEGAS 
Las Vegas 
Now in Record-Breaking 9th Week 
Held Over tndefinitely 


HOME ADDRESS: 
5 Ardmore Court 
Fairlawn, N. J. 
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World's Greatest Seal 
Presented by 
MARK HULING 
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1560 Broadway, 





“A New, Unique Concept in Night-Club Entertainment” 


MERLIN 
VIOLIN ~ 
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| 
| | 
Just Concluded 8 (Held Over) Weeks... | 
| 





HOLLENDEN HOTEL, Cleveland 


NOW ... CHEZ AMI, Buffalo 


| June 29- Sept. 5... CAPRI, Atlantic Beach, L. I. 
Sept. 7-Nov. 7... TROPICANA, Havana. 
“A vivid, theatrical act.” 


whens eage thins slietearkinn ® ‘ : 


Management: LEONARD GREEN AGCY. 
254 West 54th Streot, ee ee ee LUxemburg 


= ARE HULI IN 
Television — Sport Shows — Radio & iiss scadlicis ‘ | 


SANDY 


The Wonder Water 
Seal 


WM. ROE 


Thanks to—WM. SHILLING for a Wonderful Season 


JUMBO 
The Wonder Seal 
Presented by 
LEW GOHAN | 


New York.City 
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VARIETY 








with delegates to attend next year’s 
confab at Los Angeles. 
Vote Anti-Bias Clause 

For the first time in the union’s 
history, an  anti-discrimination 
clause was voted. Also passed was 
a resolution creating a committee 
to explore new means of hypoing 
employment in the variety field. 

Gus Van, AGVA. president for 
the past three years, announced 
that he would not run for that post 
again. Van recently moved to 
Florida and has been taking it 
easy. Jackie Bright and Georgie 
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KEN 
GRIFFIN 


CURRENTL 
SEVILLE THEATRE 
Montreal 


Direction: MILO STELT 
Mutual Entertainment Agency 
203 N. Wabash, Chicago 1 til. 
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LEON NEWMAN 
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Price are expected to be the lead- 
ing contenders for the post. 

Confab also authorized a study 
to be made to permit -the . Coast 
AGVA_ branches to break away 
from the western division of The- 
atre Authority. Eastern branches 
divorced themselves from AGVA 
some time ago. 

Relief Increased 

The delegates overrode admin- 
istration wishes in increasing max- 
imum individual relief grants by 
various branches to $100. Further 
appropriations to, the same case 


===icannot be made without consent 


of the national office in New York. 
Previous limit was $25. Also in- 
creased was the amount in the re- 
volving fund to be used fer relief. 
Branches will have $200 in the 
fund instead of $100 previously al- 
lotted, and. regional offices will 
have $1,000 instead of $500 in the 
relief bank. \ 

Get-together was one of the 
wordiest in AGVA’s history, some 
| members observing that the union 

had turned into a debating and 
| dramatic society, with gab costing 
| the organization an estimated $200 
| per hour. After two days, when.it 
| became evident that the 40 items 
on the agenda wouldn’t be covered 
in four days, the powwow was. ex- 
| tended an extra day, Rule adopted 
| at the beginning of the meet stat- 
| ing that no session was to last be- 
| yong 11 p.m. was suspended, and 
| Saturday’s meet lasted until 2 
a.m., with chairman Van __ asking 
| reps to reconvene at 10 a.m. 
Financial Report 

Report by treasurer Jackie 
| Bright and subsequent debate took 
about six hours. He revealed that 
union had.a cash balance of $32,353 
ben a reserve fund of $27,000. 
| Bonds posted with the union in 
|eash and securities tetaled $413,- 
971.18, and the general welfare 
fund comprised $58,586: Union 
| pays for AGVA life insurance poli- 
cies out of the latter fund. 

Debate that followed report 
stemmed from the fact that the 
reps didn’t fully understand the fi- 
;mancial operations and voted that 
| all expense sheets giving full sal- 
aries and allowances of all AGVA 
employees be mimeographed and 
given the delegates.. These sheets 
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eet mimeographed locally and 


distributed to the delegates the fol- 


— day. 

The discussion on insurance was 
also lengthy, but outdoor head Vic 
Connors, in charge of the program, 
had his report accepted. 

Recommendation for a one-card 
union in the Associated Actors and 
Artistes of ‘America was - also 
passed. AGVA administrator Henry 
Dunn said that the logical time for 
such a program to have been put 
into effect was during the forma- 
tion of Television Authority. He 
cited the recurring jurisdictional 


i battles between AGVA and Actors 


Equity Assn. as’ an example of the 
kind of quarrels that could be 
eliminated with the formation of a 
one-card union. However, it’s 
deemed likely that several 4A 
unions will not go along with the 
recommendation. 
Les Angeles Next Site 

The administration, to its credit, 
didn’t press for the reaffirmation 
of its program. Delegates were 
given free rein to talk themselves 
out on virtually every subject that 
came up, and the final motion that 
was adovted after such a proced- 
ure generally conformed to what 
the administration wanted. 

Top echelon forces were prob- 
ably disappointed, however, by 
selection of Los Angeles as the site 
of next year’s convention because 
of the expense of transporting 
delegates there. However, lack of 
activity in strike-bound Detroit 
contributed to the desire to get 
into a livelier town. The Motor 
City’s bus and trolley .car strike is 
now in its seventh week, and re- 
sembled a ghost city at times. Los 
Angeles .was originally slated to 
but because 
of shortage of coin AGVA settled 


| for a midwest point. 


The board meeting following the 
convention will have the knotty 
problem of attempting to find a 
new dues structure. One of the 
primary moves will be to raice sal- 
Virtually 
every delegate in his branch re- 
port said that the organizers were 
overworked and underpaid. Treas- 
urer Bright declared that if the 
organizers had more financial in- 
centive, they could do a better job 


in collecting dues and therefore | 
the raise would provide -more re- | 


turn to the union. Board is. con- 
fronted with the job of getting up 
the necessary coin. 





Jack Eigen Co. Bankrupt | 


Jack Eigen Enterprises, Inc., 
owner and operator of the closed 
Jack Eigen’s Guest Room, on E. 
54th. St., N. Y., last week filed a 
voluntary petition in bankruptcy in 
N. ¥. Federal Court, listing liabili- 
ties of $65,494 and assets of $12,- 
343. Liabilities are distributed 
among 100 unsecured creditors. ~* 

Of the assets, fixtures were val- 
ued at $10,000 with $2,098 listed as 
en “open account.” Officers of 
the pr gg firm are Eigen, gro 
Arnol chaelman, veepee, 
Leonard ~- Ashbach, 
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Camp Shows Get 51.9000 for ’52; 
Coke to Sponsor Downey-Bergen Tours 


USO-Camp Shows is slated to 
expand rations in Pnck fall when 
it will wet the $1,900,000 fund from 
the Community Chest and USO 
campaigns around the couniry. 
Camp Shows wilt collect the money 
around Nov. 1, for use during the 
next fiscal year starting at that 
time. 

Funds will be allotted. mainly 
for qverseas units, although por- 
tions will be used for some do- 
mestic services, servicing of name 
units and administration. 


Camp Shows units will be aug- 
mented by name units sponsored by 
commercial firms. For example, 
Coca-Cola is sending out two units 
starting Monday (18) to be headed 
by Morton Downey and Edgar Ber- 
gen. Downey will have a unit com- 
prising Three Stooges, Yvette, 
Helene & Howard and Carmen 
Mastren orch, and will play 20 in- 
stallations, including Sampson, 
N. Y.; Camp-Edwards, Mass.; New- 
port and Quonset training stations 
in Rhode Island. 


Bergen will day and date with 





Ailing Jackie Heller ] 


Exits USO Korean Trek | 


Pittsburgh, June 12. 


Jackie Heller, nitery and vaude 
singer who owns the Carousel here 
with his brothers, has’ had to bow 
out of g. sack Benny-Frrol Flynn 
USO-Camp ‘Shows tour of Korea 
next month on advice of his doc- 
ters, Heller has been on the Coast 
fuz several months on an extended 
leave from his cafe operation be- 
cause of récurrent viruses, but 
thought he was well enough to tag 


along. with Benny. However, a re- | 


lapse coupled with an operation for 
an absess in his throat forced 
him,to pull out. 














BEN GROSS. 

N. ¥. Daily News D 

“George Shearing the briliiant jacz pianist 
teday is being hailed as one of the 
of this American mere art.” 


— 
JOHNNY BROWN'S * 


Downey starting at Camp Stone- 
man, Pittsburgh, en Ft. Ord, 
Monterey, Calif.; p Cook, Lom- 
pac, and March nel. Riverside, 
Calif. Bergen is currently in New 


York lining up talent for the tour, 
A Camel show headed by Elton 
Britt is currently touring the Pa- 
cific area and will play U. S. instal- 
lations in July. In addition, Gen- . 
eral Electric will sponsor two units 
during the summer. 
RRNA RN 











Jimmie Husson 
“MISTER EVERYBODY” 


FLAME LOUNGE 


_ MIMNEAPOLIS ° 
Booked Solid Thru August 25 























JACK DENTON 


WORLD'S GREATEST COMEDIAN* 
TOURING 


NEW ee 
“World, Ohio—pop. 7 








the greats 


Jone 18 





J 








SHAW ARTISTS CORP. ses Fith Ave. New York 





Opening June 15, RKO Cncinnl followed 1 by RKO oxi 
Opening July 4th Golden Gate, San Francisco (for 2weeks) 
Opening July 19, Hill Street, Los Angeles (for 2 weeks) 
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Chicago, June 12. 

While the Chicago boxoffice con- 
tinues to roll along at practically 
sellout figures, the situation, with 
only two attractions, is causing a 
near revolt among ticket brokers, 
with a distinct possibility that 
some legislative relief may evolve. 
Both “South Pacific” and “Moon is 
Blue” has.. been almost SRO. 
Strangely enough it’s not “SP” 
that’s causing the. hassle, although 
it’s the basis of the trouble, but 
“Moon” is having the brokers up 
in arms. 

Cause of the trouble is the work- 
ing arrangement that Florence 
Barnes has with the legit theatres, 
outside of the Opera House, in 
which she takes the first 14 rows 
of any attraction, except those on 
Guild subscription. She has eight 
ticket agencies of her own and 
also controls others through sub- 
buys, brokers having to buy 
through her for most plays. 
However, in case of “Pacific,” deals 
were made direct with New York 
for blocks of seats, bypassing Miss 
Barnes, with two of the agencies 
out of her orb. When “Moon” 
came in without advance buildup, 
brokers had no time to make allot- 
ments with the producers. There- 
fore Miss Barners controls the 
choice seats for the hit. 

Legislative Interest 

One broker has not been able to 
obtain any seats from Miss Barnes 
except. last minute turnbacks or 
side seats—he is one of the dealers 
who got his “SP” ducats outside. 
The other also has a tough time 
getting some of the better loca- 
tions. With only two plays in 
town, there’s not much chance on 
switching custgmers to something 

(Continued on page 56) 


Hammerstein, Drury Lane 
Longest-Run Author, Sets 
Another Mark in ‘Carousel’ 


London, June 12. 

Oscar Hammerstein, 2d, already 
the Drury Lane Theatre's longest- 
run author, marked. another mile- 
stone in his record last week as 
“Carousel,” reaching the one-year 
mark, thereby became the fourth 
longest-run show in the house’s 
288-year history. Notable angle of 
the situation is that the three 
longer-run shows, “Oklahoma,” 
“Rose Marie” and “Desert Song,” 
were all co-authored by Hammer- 
stein. 

As of last week,, with “Carousel” 
chalking up its 417th performance, 
Hammerstein’s eight shows -at the 
theatre have played a total of ap- 
proximately . 3,834. performances 
(the exact reeord for one failure 
isn't available). That amounts to a 
run of nine years and two months. 
With “South Pacific” due to re= 
place “Carousel” at the Drury next 
November, the Hammerstein rec- 
ord for the house may be substan- 
tially extended. 

Thus far, the record of the vari- 
ous Hammerstein musicals at the 
Drury includes “Oklahoma” (1,343 
performances and then moved to 
another house to make way for 
“Carousel’) “Rose Marie” (851 per- 
formances), “Rose Marie” revival 
(100 performances), “Desert Song” 
(432. performances), “Show* Boat” 
(350 performances), “New Moon” 
(148 performances), “Ball at the 
Savoy” (148 performances) and 
Three Sisters” (not an adaptation 

(Continued on page 56) 


Labor Union Papers 


To Aid Legit Revival 


Washington, June 12. 

Labor union newspapers and 
Magazines in the east pledged 
themselves last weekend to support 
a revival of the live theatre. In 
convention at the Statler Hotel, 
the Eastern Labor Press Confer- 
ence received a message from 
Louis Simon, exec secretary of 
Actors Equity, asking help to re- 
Store legit to many cities which 
ho longer have it. 








i Brokers Riled at Tix Setup: 
Two-Play Situation Doesn't Help 
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| BAGELS’ FOR SUMMER 
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J. C. Holm Joining Cast Of 


John Cecil Holm, author of “Gra- 
mercy Ghost,” goes into the cast of 
the comedy next Monday night (18) 
at the Morosco, N. Y. He succeeds 
John Marley as the baffled ambu- 
lance driver. Originally an actor 
before -he joined the playwright 
ranks with “Three Men on a 
Horse,” Holm has had various of- 
fers to return to the stage in recent 
years, but has previously refused. 

“Ghost,” with Sarah Churchill 
and Robert Sterling co-starred, 
took a b.o. spurt last week, pre- 
sumably reflecting -the general 
business upturn and partly from 
two-for-one trade. The management 
apparently intends to keep the play 
running indefinitely. 


Tix Code to Cover 
Theatre Clubs? 


Extension of the theatre ticket 
code to cover subscription organi- 
zations is expected to be voted 
soon by the League of N. Y. The- 
atres. Besides affecting certain 
present practices of such groups 
as the Show-of-the-Month Club, 
the action would presumably re- 
quire subscription outfits to post 
bonds covering the amount of their 
transactions with each theatre. 


that the ose gy ge 





groups baw BB nro subject to the 
same ee ue applying. to 
iemesk’ y voiced Several times dur- 


ing the last year, has the support 
of most members of the League 
board, informal inquiries have in- 
dicated. However, such a move 
would have to be part of general 
action toward drafting and adopt- 
ing a new code te replace the one 
that expired last summer. That 
probably won’t happen before fall. 
With James F. Reilly, League ex- 
ecutive director, back from a Coast 
vacation, the board met Monday 
(11) to hear a report on the prog- 
ress of negotiations with the 
Dramatists Guild for a new mini- 
mugi basic production contract. 
The question of a new ticket code 
was not reached, so another meet- 
ing will be held today (Wed.) to 
consider it; 


According to one League board 
member, Actors Equity, which is a 
party to the code with the League 
and the brokers, recently sent a 

letter to the League stating that 
the union’s position was tht an in- 
crease in the broker’s fee from 
75c to $1 (plus tax) was still for- 
bidden by the code, despite its au- 
thorization under a new state law. 
However, the Equity position was 
subsequently reversed by the 
union council in re bee the raise. 





' Atlantic City, June 12. 
This resort is now assured of 
two legitimate shows for the sum- 
mer Beason. 

Anhouncement was made here 
oiatatied (11). that the Million 
Dollar Pier Playhouse will house 
“Bagels and Yox” starting June 
30. Previously it was announced 
that Jean Arthur will come into 


the “Theatre -In-the-Round” at 
Hotel Chelsea in “Candtelight,” 
on July 2. 


Backers are spending nearly 
$18,000 in renovating the old pier 
theatre, which housed legit last 
summer. New spotlights and elec- 
trical. equipment are being in- 
stalled and new sound equipment 
placed. 

Frank Tishman, theatre mana- 
ger, says the “Bagels” show com- 
pleted a seven-week run in: Miami 


Own ‘Gramercy Ghost’ 


‘| season extends through Aug. 18. 


ACTOR VEHICLES 


By HOBE MORRISON 


The Broadway season of 1950-51 
was not much better in quality 
than it was financially. While it 
was in some respects interesting, 
it was hardly impressive. 


The accent was on comedy 
and, as has been the trend in re- 
cent years, musicals overshadowed 
straight plays. It was primarily an 
actor’s season. Most of the suc- 
cessful shows, both financially and 
critically, tended to be actor ve- 
hicles rather than author or direc- 
tor achievements. 


There was an. upsurge of re- 
vivals, principally in the ANTA 
Play Series, the N. Y. City Center 
productions and such ventures as 
Arena Theatre (which was. notable 
in itself as the first circular stag- 
ing attempt on Broadway) and 
Theatre Festival. Nevertheless, the 
two revival standbys, Shakespeare 
and Shaw, had fewer productions 
than their 1949-50 popularity indi- 
cated they might. 


Perhaps the most notable devel- 
opment of the season, in a crea.ive 
way, was»“King and I.” If Rich- 
ard Rodgers and Oscar Hammer- 
stein, 2d, didn’t necessarily top 
themselves with this musical ver- 
sion of “Anna and the King of 
Siam,” they unquestionably car- 
ried forward their development of 
the musical play form which, start- 
ing with “Oklahoma,”: they had al- 
ready lifted to an unrivaled level 
of quality. It remains to be seen 
whether “King and I” will ap- 
proach “South Pacific” or lesser 
Rodgers-Hammerstein hits in pop- 


(Continued on page 60) 


Buffet-Dinner in New 
Ohio Outdoor Legit Setup; 
To Revise Script Locales 
Hudson, O., June 12. 
Plays to be presented outdoors, 
with the price of admission includ- 
ing a buffet-style dinner in a coun- 
try club. prior to each nightly per- 
formance, are being planned by the 
sponsors of the Bu Theatre at 
Hudson, near Akron. They are 
Henk Blopaont, former techutedl Mi 
eve ’ 
and Mrs, Cecilia Klein, director 
and producer, Latter is a former 
director of the Washington, D. C., 


Civic Theatre, Provincetown, Mass. 
Players, and Crossroads Theatre in 
Virginia. 





Three plays will be presented 
during the season, to open with 
Mark Reed’s “Yes, My Darling 
Daughter,” July 6-11; followed by 


Mary Laswell’s “Suds in Your 
Eye,” opening Aug. 1, and a 
mystery-comedy in September. 


Plays will be rewritten so they will 
all take place outdoors to provide 
the natural setting, with Lake 
Forest as the backrop. 


Ticket buyers will dine on 
-| patio at Lake Forest Country Club 
overlooking the lake from. 6 to 
8 p.m. play will begin at 
8:45 p.m. The audience may sip 
cocktails or soft drinks while 
watching the performance, — 
The cast for the first will 
be drawn from Akron and Cleve- 
land little theatre groups. If the 
opening play is a success, profes- 
sional casts will be hired for the 
succeeding ones, Mrs. Klein said. 
This is a strictly commercial ven- 
ture, and has no connection with 
the Hudson Players, who present 
dramas during tne winter season. 


Mahopac ‘Angel’ Tryout 
Lake Mahopac, ed tM * 9 12. 
wick Nevin, will og HES iy out July | 

10-14 at Jill. Miller’s 
County Playhouse - . 
strawhat opens June 30 and the 





aici Tikal aot 
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Ken Bloomer as designer. 
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Touring Dolls’ to Pay Off 2006 Stasing 
Costs in L.A.-Frisco Engagements 


> 





Sets ’51-’52 Tour Sked 


“Autumn Garden,” Lillian Hell- 
man drama which closed recently 
at the Coronet, N. Y., will start its 
fall tour’ Oct. 1 in Boston. After 
two weeks there it will play Wash- 
ingten for a fortnight and then 
have single-week stands in Pitts- 
burgh, Detroit and Cleveland be- 
fore going to Chicago for a run. 

Fredric March and Florence El- 
dridge, who had top-starring bill- 
ing on Broadway, will return for 
the tour, as show’s sole stars, but 
the rest of the company will be 


the Kermit Bloomgarden produc- 
tion originally, will direct re-re- 
hearsals, starting in mid-Septem- 
ber. 


Symph Snafus 
Tent in Philly 


Philadelphia, June 12. 
Plans to launch a summer thea- 
tre ‘in Fairmount Park under the 
sponsorship of a local drug com- 
pany were tabled at a meeting of 
the ‘Park Commission and sent into 
committee for further study. 


The decision ended ali chance 
of a tent theatre being set up in 
the Park this summer, although 
the proposal had strong backing 
within the Commission itself. 
Three outspoken proponents of the 
tent theatre plan, Raymond Rosen, 
local RCA Victor distrib; John B. 
Kelly, noted oarsman and member 
of the famous Philadelphia theatri- 
cal family, and Jay Cooke, political 
leader, were the three members 
named to the committee. They 
were .asked to make a survey of 
the entire summer theatre field 
and report to.the Commission in 
th. fall. ‘ 
Principal opposition to the tent 
shows in the Park came from the 
Robin Hood Dell group, which re- 
are |cently received a $50,000 subsidy 
from the city to help defray ex- 
penses for the coming outdoor con- 
cert season. Fagg od R. Mann, presi- 
dent of —se 
claimed cher a ‘mmerclal somo gh 
osition” such as the 

atre might cause a ph erect Pe 
in the Dell boxoffice. 





Commissioners Rosen and Kelly 
charged that the Dell was attempt- 
ing to exercise a monopoly on mu- 
sical productions in the Park, 
which they asserted was for the 
recreation of all the people. The 
© ll received a powerful ally in 
the backing of the Philadelphia 
Orchestra. Manager Harl McDon- 
ald, of the symphony, teld the 
Commission the orch had an indi- 
rect, but nevertheless vital, interest 
in the Dell...) 

The Robin. Hood Dell Orchestra 
is composed almost entirely of 
members ofsthe Philadelphia Orch- 
estra, McDonald said, and the 
guarantee of six extra weeks of 
summer work here was a cag 
aid in keeping - musicians in 

the orch’s ranks, | tent show- 


Philadelphia. 





Rosanko-Rosenberg 
Set Parkway, B’klyn 


The Parkway Theatre, Brooklyn, 
has been leased by Vera Rosanko 
and Israel Rosenberg for a Yiddish 
le“iter beginning this fall. 

Plans call for a series of modern 
Yiddish vlen in which both Miss 
Rosanko and Rosenberg will star. 
House will open in, October with 
a new comedy-drama with music, 
as yct untitled: Nathan Goldberg | be 
and his p: Jacob. Jacobs, who 
have the Parkway since 193°, 











Conference unanimously adopted 


a resolution in support. 





Beach arfd will be here ior the 
season, = 


Martin as Jighting teenies" me 
Harrison King Tootle pressagent. 


recast. Harold Clurman, who staged 


+ Smash opening of the touring 


‘Garden,’ Starring Marches, 


edition of “Guys and Dolls” in San 
Francisco last week apparently in- 
sures that the production’s cost 
will be repaid on the engagements 
there and in Los Angeles. The 
dates are part of the subscription 
season of the local Civic Light 
Opera Association in each city, and 
call for an advance payment, plus 
a percentage of the take. Show 
plays eight weeks in each stop. 

The advance payment by Edwin 
Lester, managing director of the 
light opera group, was $155,000. 
The production share of the profits 
frorn the indicated sellout engage- 
ments in the two-towns is expected 
to be more than the additional 
$45,000 necessary to repay the al- - 
most $200,000 production cost (in- 
cluding bonds). Included in. the 
production outlay is $33,000 for 
outright purchase of lighting equip- 
ment. If the profit had not pro- 
vided more than the initial $155,000 
advance, producers Cy Feuer and 
Ernest H. Martin had planned to 
borrow the amount necessary from 
the sinking fund and undistributed 
reserve from the original New York 
company of the show. 

With the Broadway production al- 
ready in the black, the backers 
having been repaid their $250,000 
(including overcall) investment, a 
sizable sinking fund and undistrib- 
uted profit account on hand, and 
with the touring company now as- 
(Continued on page 56) 


M. O’Brien’s ‘Miss’ Exit 
Raises Question of Ban 
On Future Barn Seasons 


Several guest dates for Margaret 
O’Brien to star in strawhats in 
“Junior Miss” have been cancelled, 
it was reported yesterday (Tues.). 
Managers were notified by Hillard 
Elkins, of the William Morris of- 
fice, the star’s agents, that her 
Coast attorney had been ordered 
by the court to call off the “al- 
leged” contracts. Actress is a 
minor, so her deals require court 
approval, Elkins could not be 
reached for comment. . ; 
Elkins’ letter to the strawhatters 
quoted the Coast lawyer to the ef- 
fect that no legal reprisal could 
be taken against his client. The 
agent also indicated the entire 
matter will be referred to Actors 
-Equity. But because the actress 
is a minor there is apparently 
little to be done about it. 

Another angle of the matter was 
raised yesterday (Tues.) by a mem- 
ber of the Stock Managers Assn., 
who said he intends to make an 
issue of it before the organization's 
board. He intimated that the or- 
| ganization might urge all its mem- 
bers not to book Miss O’Brien in 
future seasons, 


MIAMI CAFES, HOTELS 
READY SUMMER LEGIT 


Miami Beach, June 12. 

Miami Beach cafes and hotels 
are mulling musical comedy and 
legit presentations during the sum- 
mer. Two pegs already are com- 
mitted to that. policy and others 
are contemplating legit fodder as 
a substitute for floorshows. 








music circus plan was proposed by | The Copa , largest spot in 
the Sylk Bros., owners of a drug-|the area, will “ine weeks of 
store chain and station WPEN, | theatre-in-the-round presentations, 


both musical and dramatic. The 
Saxony Hotel is eer a a revue, 
“Gullible’s Travels,” pre- 
sented around the hetare pool. 
Playgoers will be seated on one 
side of the swim-spot and will look 
across the water at the show. 
Saxony’s show is being produced 
by Donn Ross, who also did the 
long-running “Roaring Twenties”. 
at the Blackhawk Hotel, Chicago. 
Mervyn Ne'son is staging. Layeut 
will run 55 minutes and there will 
be two shows nightly. Robert Rap- 
port, Broadway legit manager, will 
be business manager. 

Summer problem at most Miami 
Beach spots is to find a low-cost 





ian move their enterprise to 
ew York. -" 


— 


type of show because of reduced 
prices prevailing in this period. 
























Spetial Seip for Fourpecter’ Barn 


Tour: Big Douglas Hasso Bookings 





Hume Cronyn and Jessica Tandy +- 


(Mrs. Cronyn). will have an un- 
usual production setup for their 
strawhat tour this summer in Jan 
de Hartog’s “Fourposter.” Couple 
will have two stage managers, Bill 
Weaver and Marjorie Winfield, who 
will spend the first couple of days 
of each engagement with them and 
then go on to supervise the ar- 
rangements for scenery, lighting, 
etc., for the following week’s stand, 
leaving the resident stage manager 
to handle the remaining perform- 
ances for the current date. 


Although the show is a _ two- 
character vehicle and thus won't 
require rehearsezls with fill-in play- 
ers from the resident company, the 
Cronyns. plen to arrive at each 
spot on a Sunday (except in one 
case where the previous engage- 
ment ends that night), so as to 
have ample time for dress rehear- 
sal with the loc2l backstage setup. 
They'll travel by plane on some 
of the longer jumps. 

Although tine scenery for each 
engagement will be built by the 
local theatre staff, the basic one- 
set design will be done by Lester 
Pctakov, wie designed “Member 
os the Wedding’ and various other 
Broadway shows. Lucinda Ballard 
is designing the costumes, which 
will be made by Brooks. The 
William Morris agency is booking 
the package, which is owned by 
Cronyn. 

The tour will open at the West- 
hampton (L. I.) Playhouse, July 2, 
aml subsequent dates will include 
Chevy Chase, Chicago, July 9; the 
Grand, London, Ont., July. 16; 
High school auditorium, Niagara 
Falls, Ont., July 23; Olney (Md.) 
Summer Theatre, Aug. 7; Falmouth 
Playhouse, Coonamessett, Mass., 
Aug. 20, and Lakewood Theatre, 
Skowhegan, Me.,-Aug. 27. The 
Aug. 13 week is open, and there’s 
a layoff July 30 week. 

The Cronyns started rehearsals 
this week at their home in Green- 
wich, Conn. 





‘Gad Tidings’ Set 
Harald Bromley’s production of 
“Glad Tidings” (formerly “Saéred 
and Profane”), co-starring Melvyn 
Douglas and Signe Hasso, is booked 
almost solid for the summer. The 


(Continued on page 60) 


Pitt Area Strawhats 


Hypoed With Entry Of 
‘ 3 New Operations 


Pittsburgh, June 12. 

Strawhat activity in this district 
is reaching a new high this season, 
with the addition of three fresh 
ventures. Bill Green’s Arena 
Theatre, which Sam Handelsman 
is operating, to the trio, of 
course, and remains the only one 
with a name policy. Dance area 
outdoors has been covered with a 
circus tent, wiil seat 1,300 and can 
gross $17,000 with its capacity at 
$2 top. 

Another one has just been or- 
ganized in Uniontown, Pa., and its 
attractions will be presented at 
Hotel Summit, famed Western 
Pennsylvania resort inn. Altoona 
will get a summer playhouse for 
the first time, too, at the Mishler 
eee se ties fleutee Ghee Ble 
also operate the e - 
house in Ebensburg, Pa., latter 
won't open this year until August, 
when the Altoona season will have 
been concluded. Michael Plisko is 
the director for both. 

Uniontown project will be made 
up chiefly of drama students from 

est Virginia U. at Morgantown, 
W. Va., and Carnegie Tech here. 
In addition to these three, the dis- 
trict has the big Civic Light ra 
undertaking at Pitt S um; 
Mountain Playhouse at Jenners- 
town, Pa.; ite Barn Theatre, 
which Clay Flagg and Carl Low 
run near Irwin; Little Lake Thea- 
tre, semi-pro in-the-rounder on the 
outskirts of Pittsburgh, and Sher- 
wood Forest Park Playhouse at 
nearby New Kcrsington. That’s 
the list at present and it “pe | grow. 
Pittsburgh Playhouse can virtually 
be included, since its regular sea- 
sen now has been extended and 
will run through middle of July. 


Mildred Ellor is singing 
linda in “Die Fledermaus” at the 
Lakewood Park Playhouse, Barnes- 
ville, Pa., this week, in the Ernest 
McChesney package production be- 
ing presented by Jehn Kenley’s 








Kenley Players there. McChesney 
sings the Eisenstein. 


ing 
Rosa-| tre-in-the-round plan. Robert H.| fi 


Feuer-Martin Setting 
Auditions for Talent 


Cy Feuer and Ernest H. Martin, 
with two companies of “Guys and 
Dolls” apparently set for long runs 
and several new plays and mu- 
sicals slated for future production, 
will sown begin holding regular 
weekly talent auditions. All sing- 
er, dancer and -actor: applicants 
will get auditions or readings, with 
Monty Shaff, the firm’s general 
manager, and Ira Bernstein, cast- 
ing director, in charge. 

Somewhat similar setup, han- 
dled by casting director John 
Fearnley for Richard Rodgers and 
Oscar Hammerstein, 2d, not only 
serves a’ full-time function for 
their various shows, but is fre- 
quently called on for casting sug- 
gestions for other producers. 


JACOB'S PILLOW FEST 
PREPPING 10TH SEASON 


Lee, Mass., June 12. 

Ted Shawn’s Jacob’s Pillow 
Festival, near here, will mark its 
10th season this summer, with 
many guest dancers and attractions 
set for the 10-week run. Festival 
season will open June 29, with the 
usual Friday-Saturday schedule of 
performances. During the Berk- 
shire Music Festival,’ at nearby 
Lenox, July 25-Aug. 9, Wednesday- 
Thursday performances will be 
added. 


Guests will include Nora Kaye, 
Maria Tallchief, Melissa Hayden, 
Hugh Laing and Diana Adams, of 
the N. Y. City Ballet Co.; La Meri; 
Ruth St. Denis; Iva Kitchell; Jean 
Leon Destine; and Josefina Garcia. 
Antony Tudor will head the ballet 
school. 


Pitt Playhouse Preem 
For 2d Stewart Work 


Pittsburgh, June 12. 

Fred Burleigh, director of the 
Pittsburgh Playhouse, has taken 
another original play by Dorothy 
Rood Stewart, whose “This Is My 
Valley” was a hit for him last sea- 
son, for production at the local 
community theatre in the fall. New 
one has an Iowa locale and is 
called “Water Witch.” It will be 
Burleigh’s second show for 1951-52. 


In the meantime, “This Is My 
Valley,” which had been optioned 
for Broadway by Robert Griffith 
and Happy Felton, is no longer 
on their agenda. Prospective pro- 
ducers, who have held the play 
for the last six months, have de- 
cided that Broadway is not in the 
mood these days for anything with 
a serious theme, so “Valley” has 
reverted back to the author. The 
fact that Griffith and Felton 
couldn’t get Teresa Wright, whom 
they had in mind for the leading 
roles, probably hastened their de- 
cision to drop the work. 

Mrs. Stewart is a grandmother 
who started to study playwrighting 
just a few years ago under the 
late Thomas Job at Carnegie Tech 
Drama School. She’s now on a 
trailer tour of the U. S. with her 
husband, and finished: “Water 
Witch” while traveling. : 


Trenton Civic Group To 
Preem Tryout Musical 


Trenton, June 12. 

Trenton Civic Theatre’s fifth gnd 
final production of the séason, 
“These Tender Moments,” will bow 
at the RKO-Palace here tonight 
(12) through June 16. 

Described as a pre-Broadway mu- 
sical tryout, show was written by 
Alan Blair and boasts more than 
16 musical numbers. The cast fea- 
tures Morley Meredith, Arline 
Frank and Ruth Altman. Staging 
will be handled by Charles K. 
Freeman and musical arrangements 
by Joseph Sherman. 


Hotel Arenas Nixed 


Building restrictions will prevent 
the Sheraton Hotel chain from go- 
through with its summer thea- 














Gordon was to have directed the 
program for Sheraton. 

Original plans had called for an 
eight-week season at the Copley 


year. 


Pa, NJ, Barns Tee Off 
‘Wi $0, Mra 


 Pa., June 22 
Another ware Valley we 
hat season last weekend 
with a of optimism 
generated by - “advance biz 


heavy 

and, despite weather more suitable 
Tieton Daubetgers Backe Cpunty 

eron s unty 
Playhouse, New Hope, Friday (8) 
and St. John Terrell’s Music Cir- 
cus, Lambertville, N. J. (9). Both 
managements boast seat sales and 
subscriptions well ahead of last 


Premieres went smoothly. Play- 
house broke the ice with Arthur 
Treacher and “Clutterbuck,” while 
“Desert Song” inaugurated the 
third year for the big yellow tent 
across the river. i 

Policies, prices and seating re- 
main same as during 1950 

Music Circus opener was direct- 
ed and staged by Terrell, assisted 
by Arthur Gerold, as will be two 
shows to follow, Pending return of 
Bobby Jarvis from the Coast, 
where he is helping Sacramento 
Music Circus get under . way. 
George Lipton, actor with the tent 
setup in Lambertville and Miami 
last year, is slated to be perma- 
nent director of new California 
venture. 


Wing Training Program 
To Be Nat'l in Scope 


The American Theatre Wing 
Professional Training Program 
plans to become national in scope, 
taking in experienced non-profes- 
sionals throughout the country 
for the first time. 

Plan will be put into operation 
with the fall term in September. 
Theresa Helburn of the Theatre 
Guild has accepted the chairman- 
ship of the newly-enlarged advisory 
committee. 


Chi Brokers 


else. Indie brokers last year had a 
meeting to form an association to 
try and get relief, but with only 
eight outside agents, plan fell 
through. 

In the past, several bills have 
been introduced in the city and 
state legislative bodies to curb the 
alleged excessive ticket sales prac- 
tices, but all have died without 
any action taken. There’s 10 
licensing other than city retail, to 
open shop, and sales agents can 
sell tickets for any price, unlike 
New York, as long as the federal 
and city taxes are paid. For exam- 
ple, better tickets for “SP” are 
bringing $8.80 for most $5 seats, 
and $6 for $4.40 seats for “Moon.” 
For Saturday and convention dates 
the scale is a little higher. 

Federal action hasn’t been con- 
the tax bureau is 














taken any known action. 
several state legislators have indi- 
cated that they will introduce a 
bill in the next session of the body, 
to regulate ticket sales. 


Hammerstein 
Continued from page 55 
of Chekhov) (about 45 perform- 


ances.) 
Streak 25 Years Ago 


the Drury, while not yet equalling 
the one he had there a quarter- 
century ago, may yet surpass it. 
The first string, starting with 
“Rose Marie” in 1926 and continu- 
ing with “Desert Song” (1927), 
‘Show Boat” (1928), “New Moon” 
(1929) and 


performances over an uninterrupt- 
ed period of nearly five years. 
for the two flops, “Ball 
at the Savoy” and “Three Sisters,” 
in 1933 and 1934, respectively, 
Hammerstein didn’t have another 
show at the Drury until April, 
1947, when “Oklahoma” started 
him on his present streak. “Okla- 
homa” ran more than three years 
in piling up its 1,343 perform- 
ances at the house. “Carousel” 
will have added nearly a year 
and a half by the time it moves 
to another theatre next fall. Thus, 
if “South Pacilic” continues through 
next spring, it will carry Hammer- 
stein’s present string to his second 


ve-year 

Hammerstein collaborated .with 
Richard Rodgers on both “Okla- 
homa” and “Carousel,” as well as 
the next entry, “South Pacific.” He 


Hammerstein’s present streak at N 


finally the revival of | ingston 
“Show Boat” (1929), totalled 2,074 | to 


Ray Middleton succeeding. 


“Gentlemen Prefer Blondes.” 
current on Broadway, but with lead 


ducer-theatreowner Anthony Brady 
Elaine Itka and Bunny Grossinger, 
and Harry Grossinger, who operate 


ad agency executive Myron P. Kirk, 
Greenstone, $7,000; theatre realtor 


each; Ida (Mrs. Eddie) Cantor, $875; 


$4,000; souvenir program agent Al 
$4,000; ad agency owner William H. 


drama, “Come Back, Little Sheba,” 


have hurried, since the 


ject at 
there, it was originally p 


tion with Henry 
Broadway, include 


Hans Spialek, Broadway musical 


formance last Wednesday (6) at 
Orchestra, under conductor Simon 
patterned fantasy in three 


New York theatre. The display, one column wide and 
length, was obviously aimed at “South Pacific,” in which two of 
original principals, Mary Martin and Juanita Hall, were 


O44 somveritne betwee 3 original-cast albums and the current 
Broadway of the in question, was made in a Col 
Records ad in. Week's lerue 44. Bénsuill, the Siticial program for the’ 


full-col 


FEE 


+ year before, with 


Under the caption “Only on Columbia Records” (with the word 
“only” underlined) there were pictures and the names of Miss Martin 
and Pinza, then the “South Pacific” title and beneath that in heavy 
type the statement, “With members of the Original Broadway Cast.” 
Below, in much smaller type, the ad plugged Columbla’s original-cast 
albums of “Kiss Me, Kate,” “Out of This World,” “Peter Pan” and 
Of those, “Kate” and “Blondes” are still 


replacements. 





Backers of “Seventeen,” the Milton Berle-Sammy Lambert-Bernié 
Foyer musical production of the Booth Tarkington stories; include pro- 


Farrell, $25,000; Mary Ann, Selig, 
members of the family of Jennie 
Grossinger’s resort hotel at Fern- 


dale, N. Y., $875 each; pressagent Edward H. Weiner, $1,750; television 
producer Irving Mansfield, $1,750; authoress Marian L. Spitzer, $437.50; 


$3,500; souvenir program agent Al 
Messmore Kendall, $3,500; Manie 


Sacks, representing RCA Victor, $14,000; ticket broker Jack Leffler, 
$875; ticket broker Sam Roth, $875; Coast realtor Louis R. Lurie, 
$10,500; James Stroock and A. M. Blumberg, of Brooks Costume, $875 


TV casting director Mickey Alpert, 


$1,750; Berle, $1,375; cartoonist Ham Fisher, $1,750; indie TV producer 
Kermit Schafer, $1,750. Venture is capitalized at $175,000, plus pro- 
vision (already exercised) for 20% overcall. 





Backers of “Flahooley,” the E. Y. Harburg-Fred Saidy-Sammy Fain 
musical which closes next Saturday (16) at the Broadhurst, N. Y., in- 
clude film executive Joseph H. Hazen, $4,000; producer Bea Lawrence, 


Greenstone, $4,000; theatrical ac- 


countant J. S. Seidman, $4,000; Herman Meltzer, Harburg’s attorney, 


Weintraub, $3,000; general partner 


Harold A. Lifton, $2,000; Hilda (Mrs. Edward) Kook, wife of the light- 
ing technician, $2,000; theatrical pressagent Jules Falk, $2,000; Actors 
Equity attorney Rebecca Brownstein, $1,000; and David Karr, of the 
Weintraub ad agency, $1,000. The.show, capitalized at $200,000, is 
presented by Cheryl Crawford, in association with Harburg and Saidy, 
and the general partners are Miss Crawford and Lifton. 





For a time it looked as if two strawhats in Pittsburgh, White Barn 
and Bill Green’s Arena Theatre, would be playing the William Inge 


within a few weeks of each other 


this summer. Carl Low and Clay Flagg had scheduled it for their third 
show to get the jump on Sam Handelsman at the Arena, but they needn't 


the Arena fell through. “Sheba” 


ed, would have co-starred Sidney Black- 
mer and Joan Blondell, but the latter decided she'd prefer a show 
she’s been doing for some time now,’ “Happy Birthday.” As a result, 
Blackmer’s commitment was erased. : 


Backers of “Gainsborough Girls,” being produced in® England by 
Richard Aldrich, Richard Myers and Julius Fleischmann, in associa- 
rek, with the idea of subsequent presentation on 
bert Christenberry, manager of the Astor Hotel, 
N. Y., $500; film executive Joseph J. Cohn, $1,600; stage manager John 
Effrat, $500; co-producer Fleischmann, $2,500; theatre realtor Messmore 
and Mrs. Kendall, $500 each. Venture is capitalized at $50,000. 








comedy arranger (he did some of 


the “Where's Charley?” orchestrations, among others), is composer of 
“Vienna Sketch Book,” symphonic suite which had its first N. Y. per- 
Asen 


Hall by the Carnégie Pop 
Work is a me waltz- 


$ lodious, 
parts; subtitled “Lullaby (1946),” “Remin- 
iscence (1920)" and “As Of Old (1913).” 





Olivia de Havilland’s contract for 
guestar appearancés in “Candida” 


specifies that she isn’t due at each 
stand mate S p.m. the da 


opening. sual 
star to be available for re 
with the resident company 


preceding the local oe & 
Constance Bennett in 
will be the closing bill, the week 
of Sept. 3, at the Westhampton 
(L. I.) Summer Theatre ... 


for a 
earsal 


addition to variety 
. . « For the consecu- 
tive season, Conner will 


Summer Theatre opens 
June 25 for a 10-week season. 











R »yal Hotel, 


e 









Plaza Hotel, Boston, and Mount | had 
| Montreal. 


| earlier 


various collaborators on the 
shows, 7 


othe | Saree 


e day | p 





The Towers 
unable to operate this season at 
Grove, N. J., because of 
delay, wili to 
a a fae ee N. J., to 
open a run 

Sept. 30. - 

rects the ee 
Peggy Cass turned the fea- 
tured comedy spot in the “Pal' 
Joey” touring package . . . - 
tent-playhouse at 


Strawhat Notes 


\ 
Virginia Beach, opens, June _25 
with an. arena production of “John 
Loves Mary,” directed by Leslie 
Harmon) and William M. 
Diamant will be eee et 
of Lewis Harmon’s Clinton ( 5) 
layhouse, with Warwick Brown 
scenic designer ... Leonard 
Plate’s Musical Big Top will open 
Juné 19 at Oak Ridge, N. J., with 

“This Is 


Dorothy Read 
tried out July 30-A 
Ogunquit (Me.) . a- 
son opens there June 25 and runs 
through Sept. 8. ; t 





sured of paying off in a few weeks, 
month- 


iy. distribution of dividends. The 
return will probably be $85,000 2 


‘Dolls’ Deal in Dallas 
Holtywood, June 12. 
As favorable terms as ever offer- 
ed a touring legit show have been 


. 


cig | tven the national company of 


“G and Dolls,” .for a 1 

stand at the Delleg Stoie Fair neat. 
torium. Musical .o Oct. 6. On 
ears 
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ANTA Policy Issue in Breen Exit; 


See Foundation Plan’ in Question 


next meeting 

ject will probably come up during 
discussion of the recént resigna- 
tion of Robert Breen as executive- 
secretary. Also due for decision 
at the session is a reorganization 
plan for the beard, submitted re- 
cently by a committee represent- 
ing last winter’s National Theatre 
Assembly meeting. 

Breen’s resignation, submitted to 
the executive committee, followed 
that group’s decision to reduce the 
ANTA staff and thus curtail the 
organization’s activities. As origi- 
nator, with Robert Porterfield, of 


As 





eat 


All-Year Round Legit 
Planned for St. Pete 


St. Petersburg, Fila., June 12. 

The live theatre will return to 
Florida’s: West Coast on or around 
July 1 with the opening of the 
Capitol Theatre, formerly a film 
house operated by the Paramount 
chain, as a year-round legitimate 
show house. 

Manager John J. Gillooly stated 
that a deal has been closed with 
the Pinellas Players, whose play- 
house at Pinellas Master Airport 
was burned down March 12, night 
before the opening of “Light Up 


the “foundation plan” which has/|the Sky 


been ANTA's basic policy since its 
reactivation in 1946, Breen has fa- 
vored and sought to carry out the 
idea of fostering theatres of all 
kinds everywhere, rather than lim- 
iting the organization’s activities. 
Although he had expressed the 
intention of stepping out at the 
time of the Assembly meeting, on 
the plea that his work was done, 
he did not submit his actual resig- 
nation until the executive commit- 
tee move to cut down ANTA’s 
scope. Pending selection of a new 


ficial assistance. 

The curtailment move instituted 
by the executive committee in- 
volves wiping out various ANTA 
activities of a “service” nature, 
such as distribution of scripts to 
little theatre and college drama 

ups, operation of a speakers’ 
ureau — book lecture appear- 
ances theatrical ties 
before local drama nether 


(Continued on page 60) 


Theatre 51 Ends Dallas 
Season With 736 Intake, 
6% Off From ’50 High 


Dallas, June i2. 
Dallas’ Theatre ’51 ended its sea- 
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Only thing lacking at the Capi- 
tol is a stage, and this will soon be 
remedied by builder Gerald Co- 
gan, who is advancing the money 
for the improvement. Other St. 
Pete business men are putting up 
coin for a year-around stock com- 
pany here. 

The Pinellas Players, under di- 
rector Zack Waters, plan to in- 
augurate the star system. Waters 
will divide the year into four sea- 
sons of 10 weeks each, with a cou- 
ple of weeks allowed each year 
for reconditioning of the audito- 
rium. This will leave 10 weeks 
open for road shows, concerts, bal- 
let or any other attraction inter- 
ested in booking a week on Flor- 
ida’s West Coast. 


Use Old Skating Rink 
Birmingham, June 12. 
The northwest Florida-Alabama 
Gulf coast, an increasingly popular 
resort are for Alabama, Georgia 
and Mississippi residents, will get 
its first strawhat theatre when 
John Newfield opens the Pelican 
Players Arena Theatre at Panama 
City Beach June 26. 
Newfield, member of ANTA and 
local Howard College drama direc- 
tor, will operate with an Equity 
company of eight, supplemented 
with talent from local colleges. He 
will take over an old skating rink, 
located 75 feet from the Gulf, for 





US | his 10-week season of six nightly 


performances. 

There are no other theatres in 
the entire area. Only on 
will be from night elubs dance 
halls. Admission is to be $1.50, tax 
included. Theatre 


is Bill Battle, nephew of Con- 
gressman Laurie Battle. Ry- 
land is stage manager. Ruth 
Williams, who he publicize the 
Allen Draper Hotel 
Aswan Teenre base ne ‘wister, 





















follows the hanging of 
drops. 





Pitt Arena Damp 
As Rains Come 


Pittsburgh, June 12. 

Sam Handelsman, who epened 
his Arena Theatre at Bill Green's 
Saturday night (9) with Edward 
Everett Horton in “Springtime for 
Henry,” had his hands full. Every- 
thing that could possibly go wrong, 
did at the premiere of what is 


possibly the biggest in-the-round 
playhouse for straight plays in. the 
country. The Handelsman project, 
under a huge circus tent adjacent 
to Green’s nitery, has a seating ca- 
pacity of over 1,300. . - 

That immediately posed a sound 
problem. And on Saturday it 
poured all day and through most of 
the performances, which promptly 
put the amplifying system on the 
fritz. Most of the people through a 
big part of the show couldn't be 
heard as a result beyond the first 
few rows. For another thing, be- 
cause Arena Theatre is so large 
for central staging, players were 
only partially visible to about half 
of the audience. : 

Immediately after. the perform- 
ance, Handelsman installed-wet- 


phones and increased the amplifi- 


and also building up the stage a 
foot and a half above the floor. 
Arena Theatre is pretty large to 
provide for the intimacy that's the 
big feature of central staging of 
non-musicals, but even so it still 
looks like a going concern once 
things are in working order. 
Tent also sprung a few leaks, 
which didn’t help, and since sides 
are open, those sitting in the back 
pews didn’t have a very comfort- 
able time of it when the winds and 
rains came. Advance sale for the 


tions under which the preem went 
on, Handelsman got a sympathetic 


}press, atid newspapers should help 


overcome the hassle after physical 
defects are corrected. ‘ 





the Assn. of Theatrical Press 
Agents & Managers, defeating 
James Hughes, a road pressagent, 





(Week of June. 18-24) 
* in Wonderland” (musical) 
—Grist Mill , Andover, 
N. J. (18-23). 


“Glad Tidings” (formerly “Sa- 
cred -and Profane”’)—Salt Creek 
Theatre, Hinsdale, Hl. (22-30) (Re- 
viewed in Vartery this week). 

su ‘Cian Siete 
Hope, Pa. ( (Original London 

Rey 


gg IL pee 





in V. ‘ 
5, serawhat ‘production 
reviewed in Vanrizry, 21, ’50). 


proof lines for overhanging micro- | shoe 
cation, installing a sounding board | with 


Tax Grab Is Latest Barn Headacte: 
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Nicholson-‘Eighth’ Set 
For Budget of $60,000 


“West of Eighth,” the Courtney 
Burr-Malcolm Pearson production 
of a comedy by Kenyon Nicholson, 
will be-capitalized at $60,000, with 
provision for a 10% overcall. The 
two-set play calls for a cast of 28. 
Rehearsals are slated to start in 
mid-August, with-a tryout tenta- 
tively scheduled to open Sept. 11 
in Boston. 

Burgess Meredith, whe staged 
the Burr-Pearsen production of 
“Season in the Sun,” is a possibility 
to direct, with George Abbott also 
under consideration for the assign- 
ment. No one has been signed for 
the cast. 

Also on the Burr-Pearson sched- 
ule -is “The Third House,” by Ed- 
ward Hunt. No production date is 
set. 


Eddie Foy, Jr.-‘Charley’ 
Opens Dallas Operetta; 
Season Moved Indoors 


Dallas, June 12. 

Dallas State Fair Musicals. 
opened the 10th local season of 
summer revivals Monday (11) with 
“‘Where’s Chariey?”, pee | Eddie 
Foy, Jr., with Evelyn Ward, Be 
Oakes, John Cherry, Paul England, 
Louise Kirtland, John Lynds and 
Byron Palmer. Show is set for 
two-week run, with 12 nights and 
Sunday matinees. 

A heal two-thirds house of 
2,800. braved inclement weather to 
rack up the oO of 
the summer seasons, at a top. 
Pinpointed. by a new proscenium, 
Foy rated two encores for his soft 

terping 





and his ring ot 

Frank Loesser’s, “Once in ve 

Amy.” Palmer shared 

honors with iar lines from 

Brandon “Charley's 
Aunt.” 


Previously known as Starlight 
Operettas, new tag was mandatory 
due to move indoors at State Fair 
Auditorium from the al fresco 
band shell inside the Texas State 
Fairgrounds. director 
Charles-R. Meeker, Jr., assembled 


last year’s staff to produce the six | local 


shows—Mary Hunter, 
stage director; Lehman Engel, ma- 
sical director; Peter Wolf, scene 
designer Saddler, dance di- 
rector; Morris, technical 
director; Saul Schechtman, assist- 
ant musical director, and Marilyn 
assistant 


summer 


f on musical Leh- 

man Engel for the overture. Lobby 

interviews with patrons wére aired 
on WRR. 

Meeker revealed that season 

shows for the 

76% above 1950, 

Feuer and 

eae F 

Charley?”, 

today 








Two sons of producer Richard 
Aldrich (by his first wife) are pre- 
paring to follow their father in the 
theatre. Richard, Jr., will work 


z 


Aldrich’s Cape Cod Music Circus, 
at Hyannis, Mass. before 
into the Army. David will 
at father’s 


| 





summer in the boxoffice of | 


. Pa., June 12. 

City fathers of New Hope, Pa., 
and Lambertville, N. J., neighbor 
communities along the Delaware, 
have simultaneously and suddenly 
pounced upon summer stock as 
possible source of additional tax 
revenues. 

New Hope Town Council, con- 
vening last night (Mon.), shelved 
for an indefinite period a proposal 
to slap 3-10% municipal admission 
tariff on Bucks County Playhouse 
tickets. But Lambertville City 
Commission, meeting earlier, 
adopted on first reading an ordi- 
nance levying a $1,500 ual - li- 
cense fee on St. John Terrell’s 
Music Circus. Music Circus rep- 
resentatives, not present when 
measure was introduced, are ex- 
pécted to speak their piece at open 
hearii skedded for next Mon- 
day (18), ; 

Theron Bamberger, Playhouse 
producer, and John Ross local at- 
torney representing Playhouse 
owners, emphasized at the New 
Hope session that the tax would 
be discriminatory, and dwelt upon 
the economic benefits to commu- 
nity deriving from big Playhouse 
payroll and patronage: House 
currently pays normal real estate 
taxes, as do other business enter- 


prises. 

Neil Cotter, Music Circus gen- 
eral manager, has adopted a sim- 
ilar attitude in connection with 
proposed Lambertville license fee, 
pointing out that the Strand film 
theatre pays property tax only and 
declaring that the néew ordinance 
is aimed solely at the tent show 
which, incidentally, is just about 
within city limits. Town line is 
20 feet beyond the end of the 
canvas. 

According to Cotter, if tax goes 


tively easy, and could be accom- 
plished in two weeks. Various 
possible sites are under consider- 
ation, he adds, including Trenton, 
Stockton and Flemington, all in 
New Jersey, as well as Hatbore and 
acreage on. Route 202 in Pennsyl- 
yee. several miles outside of New 

ope. 

Musie Circus paid $28 in taxes 
Tast year, but Cotter declares this 
was due to improper evaluation by 


over and, discovering only a hole 
in the ground and a parking lot, 
estimated worth of layout at $400. 
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Twe On the Aisle 


New Haven, June 12. 

Arthur Lesser production of musical 
two acts (23 scenes), with lyrics 4! Betty 
Comden and Adolph Green, music by Jule 
Styne, sketches by iss Comden. and 
Green, additional sketch by Nat Hiken 
and William Friedberg. Stars Bert Lahr, 
Dolores Gray; features Colette Marchand, 
Kaye Bailard, Elliott Reid. Staged by Abe 
Burrows. Choreography and musical num- 
bers, Valerie Bettis; sets and lighting. 
Howard Bay; costumes, Joan Personette; 
-orchestrations, Philip Lang; dance music, 
Genevieve Pitot; vocal arrangements and 
orchestra directed by Herbert Greene. At 
Shubert, New Haven, June 11, °51; $4.80 


top. 

With Stanley Prager, Dolores Gray, 
Buford Jasper, Fred Bryan, Arthur Rubin, 
Walter Kelvin, Larry Laurence, Bert Lahr, 
Kaye Ballard, Richard Gray, Robert Gal- 
lagher. Elliott Reid, J. C. McCord, Colette 
Marchand, David Nillo, Paul Lyday, Jerry 
Freis, Patricia Tobin, Bob Emmett, Alan 
LeRoy, Dorothy Etheridr’e Doris Good- 


win. 

Sinzers: Marion Lauer, Leila Martin, Les- 
lie Parry, Peggy Reiss, Carol Sawyer, 
Geraldine Sloan, Joane Spiller, Julie 
Williams, John Allen, Arthur Arney, 
Fred Bryan, Buford Jasper. Walter Kel- 
vin, John Raye, Arthur Rubin. 

Dancers: Jeannett Aquilina. Margery Bed- 
dow, Betty Buday, Gloria Danyl. Dorothy 
Etheridge, Doris Goodwin, Vera 
Jane Mason, Bob Emmett, Jerry Fries, 
John Kelly. Poul Lyday, Victor Reilley. 
Frank Reynoids. 

Show Girls: Gregg Evans, Rosemary Kit- 
Lm. Dell Parker. Mira Stefan, Jeanne 

vier, 








































Charlotte Van Lein. 












“Two On The Aisle” will be a 
producer’s headache before it can 
hope to become a ticket broker’s 

‘dream. Preeming in mediocre 
fashion, the revue gave evidence 
of yeoman requirements to lift it 
to the level of topflight entertain- 
ment, 


Considerable of the content is 
routine material : 
at intervals that the production 
catches fire. The majority of those 
intervals are sparked by the pres- 
ence of Dolores Gray, who sings 
and troupes her way to a very 
favorable impression. Bert Lahr’s 
return to musical footlights is 
something less than auspicious, 
due somewhat to the millstone of 
several sketches that forgot to 
include laughs in their makeup. 


Score registers as fair enough 
at first hearing, with at least a 
couple of numbers that should 
grow on listeners with repetition. 
Lyrics as a whole lack sparkle from 
the wit angle. 


A certain similarity stamps the 
underlying motif of several of the 
dances, but the choreography in 
general strikes a responsive chord. 
Topping the terpers for the femmes 
is Colette Marchand, whose talent- 
ed gams are more than just some- 
thing nice to look at. J. C. McCord 
heads the male hoofers competent- 
ly and David Nillo adds some good 
dancing. 

One of the’ better laugh scenes 
is provided by Elliott Reid, doing 
a takeoff on the Kefauver Com- 
mittee. Kaye Ballard fits in comedy 
roles and adds an amusing single 
with a flute bit. 

Visually, the production is okay 
from a flash angle. There’s color 
in the sets, a good use of a 
treadmill and revolving center 
Stage. There’s color in costumes. 
too, and a good-looking group of 
girls to show them off. Bone. 


















































































The Swallows’ Nest 
Pusedens, June 7. 


Pasadena Pla juction 
edy in two acts (three scenes) by fre 
Akins. Stars Billie wy by 
Roveh atin Daa etee Directed hy 
Pasadena house, Cal., June 7, 31 
Marcel Pe 


SERRE! se 
Sir Charles Madden tmaisbeas Mane 


Boris Vasilov........Hans osef Schumm 
Victoria pore perp = 
us VOR. wwstceee George 
Godfrey nbridge . Onslow btorens 
Sophie Van Eyck........... i spite 
Mat 2 dae lee 
rs. us Bagot, Jr........ Mary Bear 
Miss Edith Bagot a oes Gillian Blake 
Clarence Hathaway... \Graydon’ Spalding 





Tedious and generally h 
less, this new Zoe Akins comets 
reveals none of the writin 
that marked such offerin as 

Declassee,” “The Greeks fad a 
Word for It,” and “The Old Maid.” 
Rather, it must be classed with 
her last effort, “Castle on the 
Sand,” which tried out here at 
Pasadena Playhouse about three 
year8 ago, as a complete dud. 

An adaptation of Gwen Daven- 
port s. novel, “Return Engage- 
ment, this two-acter revolves 
around a retired actress who re- 
turns to the Maine town of her 
birth. Her granddaughter falls in 
love with a scion of the ‘ocal 
Brahmins and wins him after 
minor complications are erased. 
Denouement is transparently obvi- 
ous almost fron. the beginning. 

As flimsy as its name, “Nest” 
has virtually ne redeeming virtues. 
Miss Akins has mistaken confusion 
for conflict, her structure is un- 
mee and her dialog frequently 


al, 
The cast, under Robert Milton’. 
unsteady dir-ction, does little to 


. help. Billie Burke seems il) at 
hs in the role and frequently 





talent | q 


- Plays Out‘ of Town 


mipned her lines on 0 ning pisht. 
e supporting cast, only Lums- 
p Hare, as a British actor- 
turned butler, manages to achieve 
credibility-sno mean task. 

Even _McLean’s single set 
isn’t up to his usual tragerse: 

ap. 


Angelica 
(ALLEY, HOUSTON) 
Houston, June 6. 

Ronald . Alexander, 
playwright, preemed his newest 
work “Angelica,” a-fantasy-comedy, 
in Houston’s Alley theatre-in-the- 
round Tuesday (5). 

The play, all about a guardian 
angel who visits her earthly charge 
in his plush Manhattan penthouse, 
-to try to work a few miracles in 
a mother-in-law hassle, is just 
about as flimsy as the celestial An- 


it opens on a near-farce plane, 


Lee,| and winds up with a finale that 


has the play’s one scene of solid 
theatre,completely surrounded by 
yawn-getting whimsy. 

The play opens introducing 
daughter-in-law and mother-in-law, 
played by Sally Larson Smith and 
Mildred Torres, vet local aenare 
thesps, and Bill Whitehead, New 
York actor import, in a scene of 
domestic disagreement. The women 
exit. The guardian angel, Angelica, 
played by Houstonian Jeanette 
Clift, enters. From then on it’s a 
series of situations evolved by An- 
gelica’s attempts to make mama 


and it is only|behave, and their boomerang ef- 


fect. 

Unlike Alexander’s “Season With 
Ginger,” presented at the Alley 
last year with smash success, “An- 
gelica” never comes off. While 
neither has complete originality 
of theme—‘“Ginger” was of the 
“Dear Ruth” school and “Angelica” 
is reminiscent of both “Peter Pan” 
and “Blithe Spirit”—the previous 
Alexander product had freshness 
and charm 


audience its intended evening of 
whimsical fun stems partially from 
an uncontrolled desire of Alexan- 
der to season his new play with 
philosophy. While there are some 
smooth, slick lines, designed strict- 
ly for laughs—and a comic maid 
for good additional yocks—most 
of them are counteracted with rep- 
etitious Born. x lines that hin- 
der the pace mightily. 

Alexander came to Houston two 
weeks before the opening, and re- 
wrote much of “Angelica” then in 
collaboration with director Johnny 
Faye George. Play will run two 
weeks. Fraz. 


| Off-B’way Show 


Aegean Fable 
(ORIGIN ONLY PL’SE, N. Y.) 

Presented by Originals Only at 
Fable” vis @ lightweight comedy 

able” a com 
that lacks the punch to make it a 
serious contender for legit, though 
the touches of wit suggest that au- 
thor Bill Long may be a new 
writer worth watching. 

He is best at writing dialog and 
weakest at depicting character. 
The play’s hero, the bearded, tart- 
tongued philosopher Thales of 
Miletus is reminiscent of Sheridan 
Whiteside of “The Man Who Came 
to Dinner.” The plot deals with 
the acidulous sage’s efforts to get 
the populace of the ancient world 
to recognize the importance _ of 
science, ge he a hae es 
plishes appealing eir 
parece instead af their intelligence. 

'o the envy and surprise of the 
other characters, who have been 
stock types in the: theatre since 
Thale’s own day—the . shrewish 
yo girl and her stuffy fiance, the 
en reveller and the clever 
servant—Thales’ study of the stars 
leads to his reaping a big 
profit on the olive crop, those 
who- bet ‘on Thzles and science, at 
heavy odds, make money too. 

Direction by Gordon White is be- 
low par. John Blanschard is ade- 
quate as Thales, but most of the 
other actors need instruction in 
movement and two need speech 
correction. 

The play is presented in modi- 
fied areng-style, with the audience 
on three sides of the acting area, 
which is backed on the fourth side 
hy a narrow platform stage, used 
mainly for entrances and exits. The 
set, suggesting a week courtyard, is 
simple yet su ntial. Admission 
at the ls Playhouse is 
free; the the organiza- 
tion is to s case new scripts. 

ene, 














Dancer Thelma Johnson Streat, 
injured an ankle during a _ re- 





postponed till July’ 15. 


gelica’s azure wings. In three acts, | 


d 


New York | Lipsk 


“Angelica’s” failure to give the | Davia 


*i!of the lines, are re 


hearsal; so her Broedway bow is |’ 




















Cafe Crown 
“ ~ London, May 38. i 
‘ow Unity Theatre Socie oduc- 
tioa of drama in tires acts H, S. 
a Digested by, rt Mitchel. At 
Em! 4 . 

David Cole ........-sseees+-- Hugh Miller 
Madame Anna Cole...... Hannah Norbert 
Norma Cole ..,..++s++:- Evaline Garratt 

BEVMRES? ow. ccc cccrccecssvoctes Alfie 
Mendel Polan.....+.+:- Maurice Bannister 
Mrs. Perlman......-++++++: Leah Nolden 
Toplitz ihcebeovdbeteatee Fritz Becker 
Lester Freed ....cessevesss David Greene 
Ida Pelam. ..«..ccccsccesccess Anita Davis 


oeseseceoeuuss Bill Nagy 
Vietor Rietti 


ORY ccccsvcedoccceccsoss- 
Walter pepewecdedcsosdecces Marten Tiffen 
BeSGaP ccccccccccsscccescess Fred Berger 





Struggling gamely with varying 
accents, the Scottish Unity Theatre 
Society acquitted themselves ad- 
mirably in this comedy of stage life 
in the Jewish community on New 
York’s East Side. It should appeal, 
for its brief stay, to a limited au- 
dience, but is unlikely that a West 
End presentation will be tried. 

Hugh Miller maintains a magnif- 
icent aloof dignity as the ex-actor 
turned producer who dons his man- 
tle again to play King Lear’so that 
the scheduled actor can fly to Hol- 
lywood to accept a lucrative film 
engagement. His wife is charm- 
ingly played by Hannah Norbert. 
Most of humor is in the safe hands 
of Alfie Bass as Hymie, the cafe 
owner and reluctant angel with an 
antipathy to Shakespeare from a 
boxoffice angle. . 

Supporting characters are deftly 
etched and play is ably directed by 
Robert Mitchell Clem. 


O Ma Maltresse 
(O Mistress Mine) 
Paris, May 29. 
Henri Bernstein production of three- 
act comedy. Adapted by Jacques Deval 
from M. T. Rattigan’s original. Directed 


by Henri Bernstein. Stars Alice Cocea 
and Victor Francen. Set by Andree Hig- 
~~ At Ambassadeurs-Henri Bernstein, 

Ilinka Tamarowska.........-. ice 

Sir Michael Fietcher...... Victor Francen 
Katia Tamarowska ......... Jane Martel 
Mrs. Jennifer Fletcher... .. Marthe Alycia 


ott. b ep ed Obs 64.66.0400 Janine Clarville 
Christiane Carlove 
Rene Ma 


see ee eteweeees 


ee eee eee ee se 





The Lunts ‘would not know their 
baby. Instead of the 14-year-old 
boy who was their problem; Alice 
Cocea and Victor Francen deal 
here, in this French version, with 
a 17-year-old gal who has a mind 
of her own about propriety as well 
as politics. Jane Martel, a Henri 
Bernstein find, has plenty of sex 
appeal in this role. If the Cabinet 
Minister does not fall in love with 
her, he is about the only male in 
the house who doesn’t. 

This change is one of the things 
Jacques Deval conceived and one 


| which gives it a very likely chance 


of a long run here, contrary to 
what happened here to recent im- 
| ade which were merely trans- 
ated. Substituting a girl in the 
original boy role along with most 
Deval’s 
(Mrs. Marianne Andre getting 
credit on the bill as “Mrs. Andre’s 
version”). This is an acknowledge- 
ment of the fact that she once 
made a translation of the original 


Puy 

e first two acts follow the 
original story rather closely, tak- 
ing into account that a 17-year-old 
femme acts differently from a 
youth. Alice Cocea, as the Polish 
countess who lives under the wing 
of British cabinet minister, 
gives an exemplary rformance 
which runs from hilarious comedy 


to deep feeling. Opposite her, Vic-’ 


tor Francen is equally good in a 
different key. And Jane Martel, 
as the problem girl, is unquestion- 
ably one of the best bets on the 
Paris stage. The three never lose 
the ball, and share honors rather 
equally. ; 

As the Minister’s gifted wife, 
Marthe Alycia _ a very difficult 
character and does it very well. 
stein has othe ng gece 

ven y. ro- 
duction Fy : 


Al Deval has only the 
_ ‘for the play in the French 
a Prine. oere in Hitie Goubt but 
that his doctoring of it has made 
this a bet for all Continental situ- 
ations. He has lifted the jinx off 
American plays. Translations flo 
here with very few exceptions. tt 
takes a thorough rew job to 
sell local audiences. axi, 


La Belle de Mai 


















Legit Followups 


Affairs of State 
(MUSIC BOX, N. Y.) 
With June Havoc in place of 


-| Celeste Holm as star, “Affairs of 
'| State” has a different flavor than 


it had o perhaps 
not greatly different i what 


Bass| it -had toward the end of Miss 


Holm’s eight-month run. As now 
played, the piece tends to be farce 
rather than comedy. Basically, that 
stems from Miss Havoc’s approach 
and style, but is also due in part 
to the hokum antics of Reginald 
Owen, top-featured as the devious 
ex-Secretary of State. Others of the 
east have retained their original 
edge to an admirable degree. 

Miss Havoc’s change in the char- 
acterization appears to be primarily 
a matter of temperament and con- 
cept. Physically, she hardly = 
gests the 28-year-old Minneapol 
mouse of the first act, but looks like 
a sexy dish who’s been around and 
can handle herself in the clinches. 
There’s certainly nothing ingenuous 


scene with Lt. Joseph 
Cable she shows some fine ba 
matic overtones, and ae Talk” 
is not a bright brittle but a 
to ti peer marked, with tor- 
ormation 
mer strikingly well-dressed femme 
now a small, dowdy madam. Rest 
of the cast seems to be in top fettle 
from principals to chorus. 

Miss Costello, incidentally, has 
switched to the Broadway “Pa- 
cific,” replacing Juanita Hall, who 
has left the show. Zabe. 


Strawhat Review 


Sacred and Profane’ 
(“Glad Tidings’’) 
Somerset, Mass., June 8. 

Harald Bromley production of three-act 
Mabley. Stars 














Douglas BigneHia Bert 
8, le y 
iaghes. Se eg Johnson; produc- 
an m 


tion manager, At 
(Mass.) Summer Theatre, June 4, °51; $2.40 


or even demure about the Plain | to 


Jane niece as she plays it. In ap- 
pearance, she’s actually more at- 


tractive in the severe hair-do and } Agn 


rather simple frock of the first act, 


than in the elaborate coiff and os-| G 


tentatiously dressy gowns of the 
second and third acts. 


More important than those sur- 
face flaws in Miss Havoc’s perform- 
ance, however, is her basic ap- 
proach to the role. Whether or not 
the Louis Verneuil play is to be 
taken seriously by an adult theatre- 
goer, the heroine’s situation must 
be intensely serious to her, or the 
whole story falls to pieces. For the 
midwest schoolmarm’s situation is 
truly desperate if she really loves 
her husband-in-name-only. 

But Miss Havoc plays it pretty 
much. as a lark, as if there were an 
unquenchable gayety about 


‘ecea | Cinderella. She gets every laugh in 


the lines, generally joining in the 
merriment, and scores with numer- 
ous bits of business that are in ques- 
tionable character. Probably the 
stuffy Senator would have a better 
time with such a nifty number 
around the house, but it isn't the 
one Verneuil wrote (even if the 
author has directed the show with 
Miss Havoc in the part). 

Owen, who gave a vivid, be- 
lievable performance when the play 
opened, is now giving it a broad 
musical comedy treatment. The si- 


lent laugh he used sparingly and 
expressively at first now er a 
gerated and repeated so frequently 


that the actor should be required 
to take out a fly and mosquito catch- 
ing license. Added to his mug- 
ging, downstage audience-facing, 
drawn-out “takes,” etc., it gets the 
sort of over-loud, scatte laughs 
that slapstick gets only from an 
easy audience. 

In the dreary part of the Sena- 
tor’s two-timing, meanly-selfish 
wife, Barbara O’Neil is now the 
solid rock of the show. Partic- 


ularly for such a long run, her taken 


a Song remains precise and clean. 

ther than weakening jo ~ 
basic situation by compro e 
rg ag oom = ties of ro meses 
er avor of personal sympathy, 
she establishes the ait ieee 
aunt’s pettiness, but a 


chieves 
conviction ih the quick-switch final 
scene. 


As the pompous, obtuse Senator, 
Shepperd Strudwick has not al- 
lowed his playing to become too 
broad, al he shows a tend- 
ency to rea a bit for charm. 
one 4 Bannister also retains rea- 
sonable edge as the likable t 
Secretary of State. As indicated, 
the author’s staging {s over-in 
gent. Paul Morrison’s Washington 
interior setting 

ticularly .in 
third act, until the chandelier is 
turned ‘on. 

In general, “Affairs of State” has 
begun to take on what amounts to 
a road-co ny laxity. But despite 

and hackneyed quali- 
ties it remains a good commercial 
property. Hobe. 





Seuth Pacifie 
(SHUBERT, CHICAGO) 


: , June 14. _ 
Rodgers & Hammerstein again 
have arded the traditional cast- 
ing patterns in substitution of 
Irene Bordoni 


r Diosa Costello 
in the role of Mary in the 
national company 9 > “South Paci- 
fic.” It’s a complete switch for the 
zrene musical eomedy actress. 


’ ) am 
avaricious woman, hoping for. her 
possible the 
marriage of her daughter. 


Her int tion is not the 
-brash one her predecessor, 
is more ‘4 warmer, In 
her “Bali Ha't” number she’s ‘not 
strident but and her ren- 
dition gets a / d. In’ the 


is stunning, par- 
the soft light of the} 5 








Mrs. MacDonald.......+.+;- Dulcie Coo 
Steve Whitnmey........«.+. Melvyn Douglas 
Ethel Nash... .....seeeeees irginia Dwyer 
Os Bell... .ccccccsesscses: nn Sturgis 
Maud Abbott.....sccsceses:: Signe Hasso 
Claire Abbott.....cecscees: Patricia Benoit 
us Kennedy......sscseee--+-+- Alan Lee 


Terry Abbott 





“Sacred and Profane” (since re- 
titled “Glad Tidings”) is a provoc- 
atively romantic comedy with a 
better than average tryout pres- 
entation. This helps to overshadow 
the one or two rougher spots and 
suggests that it may enjoy mod- 
erate success. It may not, at the 
moment, be the strongest bet for 
Broadway, but a hit more writing 
and polishing may fill. that gap. 
Even in its present form. it’s a 
good bet for the strawhat and 
little theatre circuit. 

Even the eternal triangle theme 
seems a little different as it brings 
back, 20 years later, the now fa- 
mous actress Maud Abbott (Signe 
Hasso) to visit Steve -Whitney 
(Melvyn Dougias), columnist turn- 
ed editor, on practically the eve 
of. his wedding to Ethel Nash (Vir- 
f ia Dwyer), daughter of the pub- 
isher. 

As the plot unfolds, Whitney 
finds out that he not only had 
loved the gal, but too well,.as he 
learns that he is the father of 
Maud’s 19-year-old daughter, 
Claire (Patricia Benoit). A son 
also appears on the scené, but he 
is only 18 years old and can’t be 
blamed on Whitney. To further 
complicate the qerey picture, 
all records of the kids’ births had 
been accidentally burned, - 
doubt is thrown on Mrs. 
assertions by Miss Nash. 

It’s all handled very lightly, with 
Mrs. Abbott explaining that her 
secrecy was to allow itney to 
continue his re rial trave 
China and other 
around the world. 

Despite the doubts, Whitney has 
to bey _ and has es 
tally adopt em anyway. e 
also finds he still likes to hold 
Mrs. Abbott in his arms and the 
old flame is rekindled. 
with captions, an of . th 


ah 


SG a es 
. an 
e e finally 


ney and the audience are 
lulled into the ha thought that 
he was the father after all. ; 

The majority of the roles are 
handled with finesse. Do is 
convincing as the bewild lover. 
Miss Hasso dominates the stage 
and is pleasant to watch. Miss 
Benoit, as the worldly-wise daugh- 


ter, is ref nbiy thly ' 
it a bit in the 
ond act, it up nicely. 
ohnson’: rrace and lawn set 
and Bert Hughes’ di 
adequate. Malo. 


bn Ss 
tion justiy 
Matunuck New Owners 
To Preem With Holliday 
Matunuck, R. 1, June 12. 
Thea -the-Sea, one of 


the 
established spots of the strawhat 
circuit has been 


acquired by the 

rae of Harold Wise, Donald 
olin and Harold Schiff, and 
will open June 23 with Judy Holli- 


day in “Dream Girl.” Guest-pack- 
ages have been booked for the sea- 
Labor Day 


Ul be de- 
Theatre Inn- 





son e ' 
George Horner 
signer “ey 

and Maxine Keith pressagent. An 
b ! eee bodes by 
Jack Roth proprietor of. Roth's 
ag Wiit®2, Broadway company man 


ra Bipeee, pe toes, Boe 


ated last ; 
Theatre, Chatham, Mass; Schiff is 
an attorney. 
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- Legit Bits . 


Roger Rico, French operatic bas- ;San Francisco, and Greek Theatre 
so who takes over the male lead in | Hollywood., ‘A Pres weste | wit 
in the essere company of ..+ “A Present for Joe, 


“South Pacific” in a few weeks, Say iy Wier Gott. 


has a 15-month contract calling for 
a straight $2,000 a week a the | Theatre, ‘Hollywood, next og 
first six months and $2,500 for the Albertson. ve 
next nine months . . According to| Chicago “South Pacific” Equity 
word from London, the Robert | benefit was a sell-out June. 3, w 
Morleys (Joan Buckmaster) expect | union’s weltars B ay wa - oft 
a new baby (their third) in August. | $4,380 . Chicago 
The actor is currently starred in | Opera EM sc oer in New 
the hit “Little Hut”. . . The poten- | York last week to sign up produc- 
tial capacity gross of all Broadway | tions for the fall and winter season. 
shows last season, if all perform- Mare Platt goes into the cast. of 
ances had sold. out without “Kiss Me, Kate” this week, suc- 
standees, would have been $36,- ceeding Danny Daniels, who with- 
404,700, so the actual a eoe . draws from the featured dancing 
$27,886,000 represented 76.6% Of} role of Bill Calhoun (Lucentio). 
capacity. In the explanatory notes Bobby Vail and Tony Montell take 
for a graph in last week's issue, | over as the two gangsters, replac- 
the potential capacity _SF08S WASling Jack Diamond and Harry 
incorrectly given... “Breach of| Ciark. Holly Harris will play the 
Marriage,” Don poner Lon-| femme lead next month while 
don drama about artificial insem-| anne Jeffreys is on vacation this 
ination, is due for production on summer. Other changes are Robert 
Broadway by Melvin Roberts in the Wright as male lead, ad, replacing Ted 
fall, after fortnight stands in Scott, and Betty George as second 
Toronto and Boston (where reports femme lead, succeeding Marilyn 
are that. the official censor is Day ... The ‘Council for the Living 
already opposing the booking, | Theatre has allocated $25,000 for 
with the Shuberts denying it’s a plan to hypo the road by local 
set). subscription seasons built around 
Marshall Jamison, stage manager | top smash hits like “South Pacific” 
of the Tod Andrews company of | and “Guys and Dolls” . . . Robert 
“Mister Roberts,” which recently | E.. Sherwood, back in New York 
closed for the summer, has been | this week to discuss 4 film scripting 
appointed casting director for | offer, will probably select a direc- 
Leland Hayward, and will work on| tor for his next play, tentatively 
the latter’s upcoming productions titled “Girls with Dogs,” before 
of “Remains to Be Seen,” by/ returning about July 1 to his 
Howard eee Ml oy Ru os sel} summer place in Surrey, England. 
Crouse, and “Point of No Return,”| wartha W. 
Paul Osborn’s dramatization of the | ramme lead iy og ttle hcg Raed 
John P. Marquard novel. Jimmy } pacifft” last week, was out of the 
Hammerstein, son of Oscar Ham-| ast for both performances Satur- 
mersetin, 2d, is Jamison’s assistant | gay night (9) Beeates Of in injured 


An arena-style production of | toe but was back Monday (11). Her 
Sean O'Casey’s “Shadow of a Gun- understudy, Mimi Kelly, daughter 
man.” staged by Percy Freer, will | of actor Paul Kelly, rep a 


be presented by Joyce Freer to-| im ostre-in-the-round summer sea- 
(oria, "Hotel, NX. « - Hume | 20%, #6 the Deauville and Del Mar 
“ clubs in San onica opens 

Crenyn, who just completed “The Sunday (17) with ZaSu Pitts in 
turned down an offer from Ray| tncntt itvee stents UH Do He 
Ventura to do a picture in Paris, |). > Pathe be Ci mag 
in order to play a strawhat tour | Ye" Operator iro’s nite 
with Jessica oe (Mrs. Cronyn) 
in “Fourposter”...N. Y. C, license 
commissioner Edward T. McCaf- 
frey, acting on an anonymous tip 
from a rival broker, subpoenaed 
the books of the Liberty and Park 
South ticket agencies, for exam- 
ination today (Wed.) ... Michaela 
O’Harra, executive-secretary of 
the New Dramatists Committee, is 
summe at Truro, on Cape 
Cod, wo on a play. 

Costume designer Bianca Streock 
returaae by puss ve (Tues.) 
rom nce, where she purchased 
over $100,000 worth of materials | returned yesterday Cine.) on the 
for the Brooks Costume Co., of Caronia from a European vacation 


which her husband, James. E. 
St , Film director Cukor 


is president . . . Welcott agreed 
Gibbs, drama critic of the New iy ek a 
Loos dramatization of the 
Colette novel... Lee 

















































Hollywood, plans a fall Broadway 
production of “How You Say It?” 
a new musical with Carmen: Mi- 


grabbed ts 

to “Strike a Match,” which Wald- 
Krasna ane. Save optioned for films, and 
ry all bow on Broadway 

. A ie Mel a. probably starring. 
is being dickered for 
. Lee Kerz design- 
ing the set for “American Me,” 
is prepping for 


eee 


yoy om Seed author of Pn gen 
in th ped work on 
an pen on at eika Dobson” 
ar hank toe olen and is writ- 
ing a new mney. Aiea Stern 


the Gabrielle 


Louis A. Lotite 
president of Ci Playhouses, inc., 
Drake, president of City Playhouses, Ine. 

“4 N. Y., of Reginald Denenhols har 
star state | 
Edward publicity Heidt’s 
office for the arti ake fipeeripton 
drive of the Theatre Guild-Ameri- 
can Theatre Society. 
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per i ae 7 legit pro- 
ucer an oe on 
a three-week “eit. to Haitt ge 
Show-of-the-Month Club annourices 


Smith will produce the revival, for 
that its ticket sales totaled $656,500 
for 39 shows during the ‘osb-o1 | we Rvsbind ie updating, the 


isa: It claims a membership of 
iam Seaion, N. Y. World- 
Sun drama critic, 
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lan vana 
plane trip to Ha - Ag Current Road Shows 
was in Doctor’s H mh Be ‘(June 11-23) 
a ors eee for 2 chéeck- “Guys and Dolls” (Allan Jones, 
(Mrs. Lindsay) sail June 22 for a a nae: 
vacation before Leland idew” (Carl Brisso 

Hayward’s production of his~and Jane = : i. 
ae Crouse’s new farce, Los Angeles-411-23). 
hearsat’ Wider Beetalgne Wintusts | _Mister Prewer? We gay 

irsal unde : —Geary, San Francisco (11-23). 
faeik ; +» Cy Feuer.and Ernest! “)eon Is Blue” McNa- 
H. Martin, e. mara)— 


e and Alex Gott. 
yl be tried out at the Circle | take 


Gilbert Miller’s |. 
“Gigi,” the Anita 


Shubert has 
to Europe for a show-catching 


VARIETT __ 
‘Gayety Winds Up Ist D.C. 
Season With 6276 Take 


. Washington, June 12. 


bo: 

$627,000. for: 39 “weeks ‘of 
bookings, or an average of nearly 
pageo ned per week. the time 
it opened on Sept. 18, ’50, until it 
shuttered for the season June 2, 
there were two dark weeks. One 
of them was due to failure to ob- 
tain a booking; the other was 
caused by cancelling out the sec- 
ond week of “The Barrier” because 
of bad business: 


Biggest moneymaker of the Gay- 
ety’s short history of legit produc- 
tions was “Mister Roberts,” which 
ran the final four weeks of the 
season for a neat $91,2 at the 
boxoffice. House record per week 
was. set by the two weeks of 
“Lady’s Not for Burning,” with the 
Lunts a close second in “I Know 
My Love.” 


Dolls’ $40,400, S.F-; 
‘Roberts $35,400 


San Francisco, June 12. 


With the backing of a tremend- 
ous $292,000 advance, including 
the seasonal Civic Light -Opera 
ticket sale of $150,000 by mail, 
“Guys and Dolls,” which opened 
at the 1,775-seat Curran last Mon- 
day (4), hit a boff $40,400 for its 
opening stanza. 

Following rave reviews, includ- 
ing one on the front page of a 
major daily (Call-Bulletin), the 
full. eight weeks were practically 
sold out, with only remaining seats 
in the gallery... Show stars Allan 
Jones, Jan Clayton, Pamela Brit- 
ton, Julie Oshins and Maxie Rosen- 
bloom, with a $4.80 top. 

“Mister Roberts,” with Henry 
Fonda, held to capacity with a 
little over $35,400 for its sixth 
week at the 1,550-seat Geary. 
House is scaled to $4.80. 


‘COURTIN’’ POOR $15,800 
IN PITTSBURGH FINALE 


Pittsburgh, June 12. 

Second and final week of ““Court- 
in’.Time” at Nixon showed some 
improvement, but the Joe E. 
Brown musical still wound up in 
the red. Closing stanza was around 
$15,800, about $1,300 over the 
opening session, with word-of- 
mouth accounting for the increase.. 
Show seemed to be smoothing out 








can chance a 
meryun for a tar. -Prcede picture. 


‘Widow’ 486, Detective’ 
$3,600 in Bad LA, Week 


thong prqyeas” June 12. 





local “Ie legit last ‘week, wake both offer 


Pee we point despite a ny eallitind "te up- 
surge. 


“The Me Widow” climbed to 
$48,000 for its second session at 
the agi By Philharmonic Audi- 





At Penn Strawhatter | v-$4.30 
Barnesville, Pa., June 12. 
Despite the season and the 
n east, “ ar Named 
Desire” -grossed nearly 00, or 
two-thirds of. capacity, for 

and a matinee at @/ week 

1.50 top (excl “tax) at John | weee 
— ‘s Theatre here 





somewhat at the end of its fort-| ° 





B way B.O. Spurs on Visor Inf; 





Tree’ Tall $45,600, Wish’ OK $32,200 
‘Okla’ Hot $29,700, Stalas’ $16,600 


Business made a_ spectacular 
recovery last week on Broadway. 
With the exception of two shows 
in which there were star replace- 
ments (and the solid sellouts, of 
course), the upturn from the _ pre- 
vious week’s slump was general, 
with grosses jumping as much as 
$8,500 in some cases. 

According to convention book* 
ings, hotel reservations, advance 
mail orders and broker calls, the 
improvement is likely to continue 
thro most of June, with the 
ann summer slump expected the 
beginning of July. Meanwhile, the 
advance sale for some of the major 
hits, including “King and I,” is 
reportedly holding about level for 
the summer period and aiready 
beginning to d for next fall. 
Two-for-ones are apparently help- 
ing some shows, but are having no 
effect at others. 


The total gross for all 19 
shows last week was $541,300, or 
18% of capacity (the correspond- 
ing week last year 23 shows 
grossed a tetal of $533,900, or 
76%). The previous week’s total 
gross for 23 shows was $571,200, 
or 70% of capacity. 


Shows sy elgg. big gains last 
week were “Tree Grows in Brook- 
lyn,” “Gentlemen Prefer Blondes,” 
“Make a Wish,” “Flahooley, af 
“Oklahoma,” “Darkness at Noon,” 
“Happy Time, ”" “Rose Tattoo,” 
“Gramerc Ghost” and “Season in 
The Sun,” the latter two rising to 
the break-even level or better. In 
the face of the general rise, 
“Affairs of State” sagged a bit and 
re Ange fell out of “Twentieth 

n 

Scheduled closings are “Flahoo- 
ley” this week and “Darkness at 
Noon” next week, with several 
other shows continuing on a provi- 
sional week-to-week: basis. 

Eetipates for Last Week 

Keys: C (Comedy), D (Drama), 
CD ‘Comede- Drama, R (Revue), 
MC (Musical Comedy). MD (Musi- 
cal Drama), O (Operetta). 


Other parenthetie 
e, number 
of seats and capacity gross. Price 
tax, but 
Eee HS. Nee te., exclusive of 


“Affairs of State,” Music Box 
(37th wk) (Coste, 1,012; $26,874). 
First week with June ‘Havoc as 
ease $24,500 (previous week, 


“Call Me ” 
(35th wk) Mcet a0. saan Peete 
847). Ber $52,300 (previous week, 


we $31,200). 
ct wh (C8400; 812; $2 $24,300). 
yn f $7,500 (previous week, 


4). As usual 


Time, (724 
wk) ( .80; 1,063; ,019). Al- 
— $13,600 roi! week, $11,- 


oy Neg v3 
nb srl 700.” : a 717). As, 


waniioae tai ¥ a0 84, Neatly 


Boe thes cen 

; ; roe (p ; week, 

ie n Is "80, $21,506), iat 
— S21 300 2300 (previous wad. $20,- 
“¢ ” Broadway (2d wk) 

| me eon 1,800; $46,912). Over 
=? (previous week, $24,100 on 


1,124; Oy 

19 week, $16,700). 
319/60 pg 
$in.000 ‘previous: wee $20 S). About 
South’ a "Majestic MAtith 


wk) (M 186). First 
he Weight as femme 


; 92 
16, Aprevieus week, $1 
#16.000 : 


vin (8th wk) (MC-$7.20; 1,331;'. 


rejer,| 


“Guys and Dolls,” 46th Street 
(29th wk) (MC-$6.60; 1,319; 7| 
904). A rf it 


$47,167). og $45,600 (previous 
week, $37,100 

acho ng " Century,” Fulton 
(24th wk) (C-$4:80; 976; $23,228). 
First week with Rubert Preston 
and Binnie Barnes as stars, nearly 
$7,300 (previous week, $20,400). 

Opening This Week 

“Courtin’ Time,” National (MC- 
$6; 1,172; $34,800). Musical edi- . 
tion of Eden. Phillpotts’ comedy, 
“The Farmer’s Wife,” with book 
by William Roos, music and ~~ 
by Don Walker and Jack 
rence, ‘stars Joe E. Brown rab 
Billie Worth, presented by James 
Russo and Michael Ellis, in asso- 
ciation with Alexander H. Cohen; 
venture was capitalized at $210,000 
(including overcall and extra fi- 
nancing); production cost about 
$122,000, plus $55,000 loss on two 
tryouts sod $26,000 in bonds and 
deposits, and can break even at 
around $25,500; opens tonight 
(Wed.). 

FUTURE SCHEDULE 

“Seventeen,” Century, June 21 
(trying out), 

“Two on the Aisle,” Hellinger, 
July 12 (trying out). 

“Saint Joan,” Cort, Oct. 4. 


Pacific’ $51,200, 
‘Moon’ $21,800, Chi 


Chicago, June 12. 
Windy City boxoffice continues 
to-rack up high grosses for its “es 
attractions, which look likely to 
roll on without any Po gorge this 
summer. There’s of “Stalag 
17” and “Murder, Inc.” for here, 





(30th 
wk) ($5; 2,100). Picked up a bit 
this week with $51,200. 


‘SEVENTEEN’ OK $25,000, 
‘LOVE'S’ $3,900, BOSTON 





Lost,” in 
week at the Brattle, are the only 
— in town with aE od 
“Seventeen” bows out at end 





Forest Park before 7,- 
500, to an of $3,- 
500. Walter Bliss, 
Donald Clarke and Saunders 

















Edward Mabley play had its straw- 
hat preem last week at Somerset, 
Mass., but lays off for zbout two 
weeks while Douglas gees ‘ec ihe 
Coast to attend the greau:4:ion of 
hi son. Meanwhile, the author is 
do'ng a revision of the script. 
Show reopens June 22 at the 
Salt Creek Theatre, Hinsdale, II1., 
playing there through June 30. 
Subsequent bookings include Sea 
Cliff, L, L., July 2; Clinton, Conn., 
July 9; Princeton, July 16; Lake- 
wood, Pa., July 23; ‘Westport, 


Conn., July 30; Ogunquit, Me., Aug. | « 


« 6; Boston Summer Theatre, Aug. 
13; Marblehead, Mass., Aug. 20, 
ard one tentative additional week. 

Bromley hopes to bring the play 
to Broadway in the fall. 


Princeton Preps Sked 
; Princeton, June 12. 
Herbert Kenwith, producer - di- 
rector of the Princeton Summer 





Special Barn Setup 


Continued from page 56 





Theatre, has completed bookings 
through the first week in August. 
Basil Rathtone in “The Gioconda 
Smile” will be the second bill, | 
Juiy .2. 

Lawrence Tibbett will appear in 
“Rain” Juiy 9; Melvyn ouglas 
and Signe Hasso in “Glad Tidings” 
July 16; Eve Arden in “Here To- 
day,” July 23, and John Barrymore, 
Jr., and Ethel Barrymore Colt in 
“The Hasty Heart,” July 30. 

John Garfield in “Golden Boy” 
and Joan Bennett in “Susan and 
God” will appear during August. 


Newport Adds Two 
Newport, June 12. 

Two more productions have been 
added to sked of Sara Stamm’s 
Newport (R. I.) Casino Theatre, 
which opens its 25th consecutive 
scason July 2, They are Philip 
King’s comedy, “See How They 
Run,” week of July 23, and Law- 
rence Tibbett in “Rain” week of | 
Au, 27. 

Also set is the cast of the open- 
ing bill, which stars Ruth Hussey 
in “The Royal Famiiy.” Others 
signed include Wiiliam Gibberson, 
-Earle Mayo, Rex Everhart, Walter 
Mullen, Martin Kingsley, Florence 
Bray-and Frances Helm. Latter 
two will stay on as members of the 
resident company. 








San *“ateo Tent 
San Mateo, Cal., June 12. 

Hillbarn Summer Theatre, whose 
old pbuilding was condemned by 
local authorities at the close ®f 
last season, will become the Hill- 
barn Cireus Theatre, this summer, 
as shows will be presented in a 
rented tent. Meanwhile, a drive 
has been started to raise $25,000 
to build a new playhouse. 

This season’s schedule of four 
revivals will open June 24 and 
continue through Aug; 19. Robert 
Brauns is director. 


Worcester Arena Set 
Worcester, Mass., June 12. 
Alan Gray Holmes will present 
six musical revivals, each to run 
two weeks, at his Theatre-in-the 
Round here this summer. The, 
spot Eq next Tuesday (19) with 
t 





a non-Equity com 

Valentine Bean Avil return for a 
second season as director, with 
Don Gordon as musical director 
oo Ben Harkarvy as choreogra- 
pher. 


Boston Preeming Alice 
Boston, June 12. 
The Boston Summer Theatre, 
housed in New England Mutual 
Fol, opens its 11th season July 2 
with a new musical ction, 
“Alice.” ‘Based on wis Car- 
roll’s “Alice in Wonderland,” book 
is by Frances Pole, with the score 
by totes Sacco. Cast will be headed 
by Florence Forsberg, eee 





by William Krach, Roy 
John Henson and Bruce A 

Other productions skedded for 
the stra tter are “Here Today, 
with Eve Arden, week of July 9, 
and the musical, “Brigadoon,” the 
following week. 


Spring Valley Straw 
Spring Valley, N. Y., June 12. 

The Spring Valley Playhouse, a 
new strawhat, will open June 39 at 
the former Rockland Arena here, 
under management of David R. 
Mushbac. The Equity spot will 
start the season with a revival of 
“Streetcar Named Desire,” to run 
through July 8. Besides revivals 
of Broadway hits, the schedule will 
include a tryout of Mushbac’s own 
play, “The Aimerican Hedda.” 
erm price will be $2.40, including 

x. 








Toledo Plans Off 
Toledo, O., June 12. 
Plans for a summer theatre in 
Tviedn have been postponed until 
Next year. Robert Feindt ha 


|area silo theatres is Portable The- 





-Porterfield’s 


d| which has space enough to accom- 





Stratford Theatre in Walbridge 
Park, but financial backing for 
only half of the season was ob- 
tained, so he called it off. 

In Septemker Feindt will go on 
the road as company manager and 
a member of the cast of “The 
Patsy,” which his alma mater, 
Denison U:, Granville, O., ill 
send out on a six-month tour, per- 
forming mostly in school audi- 
toriums. 


Keene’s ‘Heaven’ Tryout 
Keene, N. H., June 12. 

“Heaven Come Wednesday,” new 
musical play with score by Gordon 
Jenkins, lyrics by Tom Adair and 
book by Reginald Lawrence, will 
be tried out at the Keene Summer 
Theatre for two weeks beginning 
Aug. 27. Herbert V. Gellendre, 
managing director of the strawhat, 
will stage the production and 
Joseph Wood will conduct. 

Other productions during the 
Season, opening July 2, will include 
“The Circle,” “Lady in the Dark,” 
“Tonight at 8:30” and the Garson 
Kanin-Howard Dietz , version of 
“Fledermaus.” Each production 
will run two weeks. 





Coast’s First Tent 


Sacramento, June 12. 

The Coast’s first musical tent 
theatre, to be operated by Russell 
Lewis and Howard Young, will 
open here June 19 under sponsor- 
ship of the Sacramento Civic Rep- 
ertory Theatre. The 10-week sea- 
son will open with “Show Boat,” 
followed by “Brigadoon,” “Great 
Waltz,” “Annie Get Your Gun,” 
“Blossom Time,” “Red Mill,” 
“Desert Song,” “Naughty Mari- 
etta,” “Rose-Marie” and “Song of 
Norway.” 

There will be a $3.60 top Friday 
and Saturday nights, week 
nights and Sundays, and $2.40 at 
Saturday matinees. 





Wisconsin Takeover 
Chicago, June 12. 
Latest addition to the Chicago 


atre Productions, which has taken 
over the Luzern Playhouse, Gen- 
eva, Wis. Season starts June 15 
with an adaptation of Moliere’s 
“Physician in Spite of Himself,” 
now retitled “Psychiatrist.” Wil- 
liam De Lys-will direct and Alvin 
Fixler assists. 


| ANTA Policy 


———— Continued from page 57 


assist subsidiary drama outfits on 
technical problems. . 
No Limits 

_Breen’s attitude reportedly is 
that ANTA should not limit its ac- 
tivities to such things as the an- 
nual “ANTA Album,” the ANTA 
Play Series, etc., but should ex- 
tend its work to cover all kinds 
of theatre on a national basis. 
When the executive committee 
voted to reduce the organization’s 
personnel and scope, Breen resign- 
ed as exec-sée. However, he re- 
tained his position as a board mem- 
ber and is expected to oppose the 
curtailment move at next Tuesday’s 
board meeting. _ - 

ANTA, which was chartered by | 
Congress in 1935, remained more 
or less dormant until Breen’s and 
“foundation plan” 
was adopted 11 years later. 
said at the time that he wasn’t in- 
terested in taking a position with 
the organiza one 





was persuaded to ‘do so in order’ 
to get the broad program under 


way. 

The ANTA offices were set up in 
his New York apartment, on a rent- 
free basis, and Breen has always 
served without salary, finally get- 
ting an expense account of $50 a 
week, starting last year. His wife, 
Wilva Davis, became assistant exec- 
secretary, first without salary, later 
getting $60 a week and 
raised from time to time to $95 
(the amount was actually increased 
to $105, but she asked to have $10 
used for raises for other members 
of the ANTA staff). 

At the same time Breen quit as 
exéecutive-secretary, Miss Davis 
submitted her resignation as as- 
sistant, effective June 30. Also, it 
was decided at that time to move 
the ANTA offices to the ANTA 
Playhouse, N. Y., which the or- 
ganization acquired last winter and 


Breen | ¢j 


-. Edinburgh, June 5. 

Six overseas opera singers will 
be among the principals in the 
Glyndebourne _Opera’s presenta- 
tions of “La Forza del Destino” 
and “Don Giovanni” at this fall’s 
Edinburgh International Festival. 

They will be Walburga Wegner 
and Mildred Miller, who will both 
sing in “La Forza” along with 
Dayid- Poleri, a young American 
tenor; two other U. S. singers, 
Genevieve Warner and Dorothy 
MacNeil, both set for “Don Gio- 
vanni;” and Mario Petri, from 
Italy, who will sing the title role 
in “Don Giovanni.” 


The Sadler’s Wells Ballet is 
also due here for the Festival. 


Indie Slate Sweeps 
Chorus Equity Election 


The independent ticket, repre- 
senting the’ moderate liberal fac- 
tion, won six out of a possible 
seven places on the Chorus Equity 
executive committee in the annual 
election, held last Friday. It was 
the first time in the chorus union’s 
history that an independent ticket 
had been entered, and represents 
an unexpected defeat for the reg- 
ular slate, representing the liberal 
forces that have held control of 
the organization. 


Another unprecedented - situa- 
tion exists as a result of a tie vote 
for.one place on the union’s coun- 
cil. To clarify the stalemate, the 
council of Actors Equity, the 
chorus branch’s parent union, yes- 
terday (Tues.) order a run-off elec- 
tion by mail as soon as possible 
between the two. candidates. That 
will probably be in two or three 
weeks. 


Results or the election were as 
follows: Chairman of the execu- 
tive committee, Paul Dullzell, in- 
cumbent, unopposed, 237 votes; 
recording secretary, Pat Rogers, 
independent, 177 votes; executive 
committee, to serve three years, 
Betty Jane Keating, independent, 
193; John Schmidt, ind, 188; Paul 
D. Lyday, ind., 186; John Dorrin, 





ind., 184; Robert Neukum, ind., 


181; Barbara Ferguson, regular, 
173; Norval Tormsem, ind., 173. 


Also, for the executive commit- 
tee, to serve ‘one year, Jeffrey 
Warren, ind., 191; for the council, 
to serve three years, Miss Keating, 
176; Eddie Weston, reg., 173; 
Schmidt, 172; for council, for one 
year, May Muth, ind.,; and Frances 
Rainer, reg., 169 each. 


Plays-Abroad 


La Bele de Mai 


just another long-distance truck if 
it had not nearly run over Domi- 
nique Nohain one night in Paris. 
Young artist Nohain for years had 
been in love with Anne Vernon, 
the wife of his friend, George 
Grey. Diseovering that Grey is 
unfaithful, she gives herself in a 
moment of pique to Nohain, who, 
when he Leg the truth, rushes 
out into the night. The wife and 
everybody else jumps to the con- 
usion that he tried to commit 
| suicide because of his love for her. 
Naturally Miss Vernon falls in love 





with him. 
_ Nohain tests that it was a 
simple dent, but no one except 


Grey will believe him. In order 
to save face with the girl, Nohain 
is forced to attempt a real suicide. 
The attempt fails, and there is 
assurance of the girls divorce from 
Grey and her marriage to Nohain. 


This t comedy is in the main 
witty and amusing, Most of the 
credit for its ae however, 
goes to the actors, all of whom 
turn in fine comedy performances. 
Honors, however, go to Nohain as 


being | Jean-Louis. He is a worthy succes- 


sor to a long line of N: one 
of France’s most distinguished the- 
atrical gations (Claude Dauphin is 
his uncle), and a skilled comedian 
of the timid, dead-pan sort. He 
scored a personal triumph. Anne 
Vernon is most alluring as the 
‘woman in the case, her U. S. ex- 
oe showing in the fine per- 
ormance she gives. Balance of 
cast is topfight. 

The setting, of a studio, is 
enhanced by a collection of color- 
ful paintings by the Yugoslav 
artist, Uzelac, long-known in Par- 








hoped to present plays in the 


modate the staff. 


isian art circles. - - Fred. 








ularity, but the production is al- 
ready showing signs of gathering 
a large following. 

The other outstanding success of 
the season was, of course, “Guys 
and Dolls,” which in refreshingly 
unhackneyed style recaptured the 
universal appeal of the seemingly 
lost “laugh musical.” . This show 
was a multiple click, with com- 
poser Frank Loesser, book adaptor 
Abe Burrows, director George S. 
Kaufman and perfectionist pro- 
ducers Cy Feuer and Ernest H. 
Martin chiefly responsible. 


Sparkplug Merman 


Two other musicals that achieved 
unusual quality were “Call Me 
Madam,” in which the irresistible 
Ethel Merman carried the under- 
estimated combination of melodi- 
ous Irving Berlin score and work- 
manlike book by Howard Lindsay 
and Russel Crouse to huge box- 
office success, and “Tree Grows 
in Brooklyn,” which effectively 
merged he talents of authoress 
Betty Smith, © author - director 
George Abbott, composer Arthur 
Scliwartz, lyricist Dorothy Field 
and comedienne Shirley Booth, the 
latter long overdue for stardom. 


There was little of comparable 
note among the season’s straight 
plays. “Lady’s Not for Burning” 
revealed England’s Christopher 
Fry as a talented but undisciplined 
comic poet, assisted greatly in this 
case by the engaging performances 
and personalities of John Gjelgud 
and Pamela Brown as stars. And 
in “Autumn Garden” the hereto- 
fore melodrama-storyteller Lillian 
Hellman turned toward a Chek- 
hovian character study of frustra- 
tion which, under the sensitive di- 
rection of Harold Clurman and 
superb performances of Fredric 
March, Florence Eldridge and the 
season’s finest cast, proved steadily 
absorbing if not entirely satisfy- 
ing. 

Such hits as “Affairs of State,” 
“Bell, Book and Candle,” “Coun- 
try Girl,” “Moon Is Blue,” “Season 
in the Sun” and ‘Twentieth Cen- 
tury” tended to be more demon- 
strations of the hoxoffice draw of 
star personalities rather than plays 
of outstanding authorship. Per- 
haps “Country Girl” and “Season 
in the Sun” were exceptions, the 
former profiting by Clifford Odets’ 
vigorous, writing and staging and 
Uta Hagen’s quietly eloquent per- 
formance, and the latter by a set 
of unusually friendly notices from 


season. For instance, Leland Hay- 
ward demonstrated extraordinary 
producer vision and nerye in put- 
ting up $75,000 of his o money, 
in addition to the budgeted $250,- 
000 already advanced by RCA Vic- 
tor, to make a hit of “Call Me 
Madam” during a shaky tryout. 
And Irving Berlin came up with a 
smash tune, “‘¥bu’re Just in Love,” 
under pressure during the same 
tryout. 
Selznick Not So Coup? 

Irene Mayer Selznick’s coup in 
persuading Rex Harrison to play 
the male lead opposite his wife, 
Lilli Palmer, in “Bell, Book and 
Candle,” looked like a stroke of 
genius in the glow of critical en- 
thusiasm. But with the recent 
closing of the comedy at the con- 
clusion of Harrison’s and Miss Pal- 
mer’s contracts, that bit of casting 
doesn’t seem so brilliant to second- 
guessers. 
way’ te ton poten one 

s pre - 
‘athens, the "Theatre Guild and 
Playwrights Co. although the 
former was associated with John 
C. Wilson in presenting “Lady’s 
Not for Burning” and the latter 
had some satisfaction in sponsor- 
ing Sidney Kingsley’s. drama of 
timely appeal, “Darkness at Noon.” 
Although the ANTA Play series 
contributed only one boxoffice hit 
in “Twentieth Century,” it demon- 
strated that shows-can be produced 
greatly below prevailing costs 
without union concessions, and it 
offered several ed or 

rovocative ‘items in visit of 

s Jouvet’s company from 
ag yr se nad aa as “Little 

ue Light” and “Tower Beyond 
Tragedy.” 
The end-of-the season exodus of 
from Broadway hits, which 
reached an unprecedented high 
last week, was an unwelcome as- 
pect of 1950-51. Another disap- 
pointing dévelopment was the 
seeming eclipse of the Committee 





of Theatrical Producers into little 


Broadway Season 


Continued from page 55 


events or developments during the | Williams 


more than a wooden Indian organi- 
zation after its promising start 
only a year or so ago. 
other hand, the New Dramatists 
Committee, offering practical en- 
couragement, and suggestions to 
not « yet - established professional 
playwrights, indicates exciting fu- 
ture potential. With the U. S. Su- 
preme Court’s refusal to consider 
an appeal of Carl E. Ring’s anti- 
monopoly suit against the Drama- 
tists Guild, the latter group’s 
status was. clarified and there was 
likelihood of a new minimum basis 
contract for authors. : 

For the second straight season 
there was no general assault by 
producers, authors, actors against 
the critics, although the first-string- 
er for one New York daily was 
dropped after protests that he had 
covered an opening while not in 
condition to write an adequate re- 
view. Variety's dropping of the 
Critics’ Boxscore was generally ap- 
proved by the first-stringers on the 
ground that it confused art with 
commerce. 


Lightweight Slant 


More than ever, producers con- 
tinued to scout the underbrush for 
that elusive one-set, small-cast 
comedy. And the success of light- 
weight scripts ‘like “Affairs of 
State,” “Bell, Book and Candle,” 
“Moon Is Blue,” “Season In the 
Sun” and “Twentieth Century,” in 
contrast to the failure of such seri- 
ous efforts as “Autumn Garden,” 
“Hilda Crane,” “Darkness. at 
Noon,” “Billy Budd” and “Burning 
Bright,” indicated this slant was in 
line with popular taste. 

Actors who won recognition or 
scored notable new successes dur- 
ing the season included Celeste 
Holm, Rex Harrison and Lilli 
Palmer, Ethel Merman, Uta Hagen, 
John Gielgud, Pamela Brown, Bar- 
bara Bel Geddes, Jose Ferrer, 
Gloria Swanson, Claude Raius, 
Gertrude Lawrence, Yul Brynner, 
Maureen Stapleton, Shirley Booth, 
Fredric March, Florence Eldridge, 
Flora Robson, Edith Evans, Louis 
Calhern, Jessica Tandy, Charlotte 
Greenwood, Cyril Ritchard, Edna 
Best and-Ethel Griffies. 

Directorial clicks were George 
Abbott, Clifford Odets, George S. 
Kaufman, Gielgud, Otto Preminger, 
Burgess Meredith, Ferrer, Sidney 
Kingsley, John van Druten, Daniel 
Mann and Harold Clurman. Au- 
thors wo had hits or won esteem 
were Louis Verneuil, van Druten, 
Howard Lindsay, Russel Crouse, 


author Wolcott Gibbs’ fellow|Odets, Abe Burrows, Christopher 
critics. Fry, F. Hugh Herbert, Wolcott 
There were various notable| Gibbs, Kingsley and . Tennessee 


. Outstanding composers 
and lyricists were Richard Rodgers, 
Oscar Hammerstein, 2d, Frank 
Loesser, Irving. Berlin, Arthur 
Schwartz and Dorothy Fields. 
Producers with success were 
Richard Krakeur and Fred. Finkle- 
hoffe, Irene Mayer Selznick; Le- 
land Hayward, Dwight Deere Wi- 
man (whose death was a sad event 
of the season), Cy Feuer and Ernest 
M. Martin, John C. Wilson, the 
combination of Richard Aldrich, 
Richard Myers, Julius Fleischmann 
and Otto Preminger; Ferrer, Rodg- 
ers and Hammerstein an Abbott. 


Rounseville Signed For 





On the 


Salt Lake Opera Fest 


Salt Lake City, June 12. 

U. of Utah has inked Robert 
Rounseville to star in its fourth 
annual Summer Festival produc- 
tions, “The Merry Widow” and 
“Tales of Hoffmann.” “Widow” will 
run July 9 to 14, and “Hoffmann” 
J 19-21. Rounséville was a big 
click here in “Carmen” presented 
during the 1949 festival. 

First Summer Festival preemed 
in 1947, sponsored by the Centen- 
nial Commission, during state’s 
centennial celebration. University 
took over in 1948. 

C. Lowell Lees will be stage di- 
rector, and Maurice Abravanel, 

ad of the Utah Symphony Or- 

estra, will conduct. 


Jones El Paso Adjunct . 
To Preem With ‘Born’ 
. El Paso, June 12. 
“Born Yesterday” will be the 
initial production of the newly- 
organized El Paso branch of Play- 
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These have met with no reception in the 
discouraged by things like that, he may lose all faith in the honesty of 
slot machines .as well, and thus weaken the entire American structure, 

I call what I have been doing “stockpiling,” not hoarding. I call 
what government agencies have been doing, “hoarding.” This is just 
a little twist in phrasing which I pass on to others who may be trying 
to hold on to their individual liberty in a day when all governments 
are going the other way. 

You have to be careful in an operation of this sort. Too many scripts 
released at one time might upset the national economy and make mat- 
ters worse. Too few would continue the scarcity. Qur board decided 
to release two columns of them and see what that did to the general 
market. You may therefore now consider these priceless. plots in the 
public domr‘n and help yourselves to as much of them as you feel you 
need. Where the plot seems familiar to you, don't let that throw you. 
At least it has a new title, and as such is as good as any other remake 
coming out of Hollywood these days. 


OLD TITLE NEW TITLE 
“Sadie Thorgenson” “Sinking In the Rain” 

Sadie Thorgenson, a mink-cape moll, with a Cad complex, was run 
out of Vegas because she refused to walk the streets at least once each 
night as her union required. Reaching San Francisco, she disguised 
herself as a sailor, planning to ship to Korea, where she understood 
business was good. : 

As she couldn’t take a bath aboard ship without revealing her iden- 
tity, she got shore leave at Pago Pago, and rented a shower. It was in 
the rainy season and she could have a shower or a mud bath at any 
corner, but she had seen pictures of Mary Martin in “South Pacific” 
and insisted on renting a job like that. 

In fact, her scrubbing-up took so long that the man-o-war sailed off 
without her, leaving her to dry out among the beachcombers. This 
took weeks because it kept on raining. 

One day she met an admiral on the beach. He had been set down for 
making some snide remarks about the Marines being nothing more than 
the police force of the Navy and as a result had found himself assigned 
to policing the beach. 

He tried to win Sadie to shill for the Marines, hoping that this would 
get him back his command. He gave her text books to brush up on the 
history of the Marines. As the rain beat down on the tin roof of Trader 
Schnook’s Rookery, where they all lived, it seemed to the admiral that 
Sadie was the dullest scholar he had ever tutored. In her opinion, 
he was turning out to be just a sailor trying a new approach. Just 
when she began falling for his uplift routines, he let her down. 

He hated himself for it in the morning and so his body was found on 
the beach wrapped in a mink coat. Sadie donned his uniform and left 
on the next boat, leaving for Korea, cynically remarking, “Men are all 
alike and, boy, would I soon be out of biz if they weren't.” : 

A great love*story for people who like comic books. 

OLD TITLE NEW TITLE 
“From Rags to Witches” “Haul About, Heave!” 

Though this may seem a cockney version of “All About Eve,” it‘is 
actually about two ants whose job it was to entertain the army of 
drones that made up the. ant world. These two ants had no special 
skill beyond. a peculiar talent for ridiculing or imitating their betters. 
Among ants this is called acting. 

One of the ants is called Betty Bankid, the other Nan Backstir. Both 
of them climb te eminence and drop undergarments, ethics, and a few 
ribald ad libs on the way up. 

Nan is a young ant who tells Betty she adores her. She flatters 
Betty and worms her way into: Betty’s boudoir life and even Betty's 
boy friends. Finally, she steals both. 

One night years later a young ant comes to Nan’s dressing room and 
begins the same fawning routine on Backstir that Backstir used on 
Bankid. This is called satire which, if taken in big doses, causes all 
concerned to die on Saturday night, but if administered homeopath- 
ically makes a picture seem terrific. i is 

Nan and Betty are so good as cats in ants clothing that they win the 
annual Dune Award. This is an ant hill made of buffalo chips and 
entitles the winner to lay off without salary from one to five years after 
winning the honor. . 

Ants will eat up this picture like anf paste. So it’s poison at the 
boxoffice for ants? But who makes pictures for ants? We make them 
for peasants, and everybody knows they have stronger stomachs. 

OLD TITLE ‘ NEW TITLE 
“Same Old Bull” - “Hiss Me Again” 

This is a burlesque of the picture biz by an company, with 

pieces swiped from Robert Simon’s “Our Little 1,” F. Scott Fitz- 


gerald’s “Head Ynd Shoulders,” and Shakespeare's “A Midsummer 


Knight's Scream.” . 

Otto Cane, carpet king and backer of the Metro Bulletin Opera Co., 
found to his horror that his beautiful fourth wife, “Sugar,” who could 
sing so well-in the Vichy Music Box, couldn't throw her best note as 
far as the first balcony in the Met. 

At a pre-season soiree at Cane’s Port Washington penthouse, which 
moved stone by stone from Park ave., his press agent inadver- 


rockton, Mass. 

love with “the Bull,” as Douglas was called in the 

shop he owned, as well as the picture studio where he starred. 
" ” has his company make a tape-recording of Sugar’s voi 


| 
| 
. 
: 


“Gigolo” with a beard: 

Cane became so incensed by “Sugar’s” desertion of opera for 
Hollywood that he secretly bought Bull’s picture company and hired 
el Choir, Hosay Disturbi, Pal Olson and Half-Nelson Edie to teach 

m to sing in.a manly muscular sort of way. , , 
Dg had the producer of “Gigolo and Joliet” order “Bull” 
9 be pulled off the picture and secretly had himself substi- 
star from the Argentine named Gaucho Marx. 

The director then dubbed in the voices of eer, Olson and Edie. 


fe 





operated through and for the 
CGT (Confederacion General de 
Trabajo), which represents all the 
labor unions in the country. 

Top politicians, however, are 
showing ne surprise whatsoever, 
and confidently predict that the 
Peron regime will find it difficult 
to go ahead with the final confisca- 
tion of the Prensa -assets. These 
sources aver that apart from its 
many assets, the Prensa also had 
some big liabilities, including a 
large loan from a U. S. banking 
firm, apart from debts with a 
Swedish newsprint manufacturer, 
all of which must be wiped off the 
slate before the Prensa ts can 
be gobbled up by the cor. 

As the Argentine government 
already owes somg favors to the 
financiers involved, it’s hesitating 
. before taking the final step of 
repudiating the Prensa debt. 

Since closing of the Prensa, the 
only other remaining opposition 
daily, La Nacion, is in great de- 
mand, and some newspaper vendors 
go so far as to charge. would-be 
readers one peso (in lieu of 20 
centavos) for the privilege of read- 
mg sue returning the sheet. 

ecent issues of Time magazine 
are very much in demand among 
Argentines, because of comment 
on their affairs, but as the maga- 
zine is banned in Argentina, there 
are only a few copies circulating 
7 when travellers from 

ruguay, Chile, Brazil or the U. S.., 
have succeeded in smuggling in a 
copy or so. 

The number of pages of Argen- 
tine newspapers and magazines 
have been cut down to so little, 
that anyone wanting to publish a 
classified ad must goon a waiting 
list of two or three weeks, : 





- Amerika Be Jammed 
Perturbed by articles on the ris- 
ing standard of living in the U. S., 
with workers havin sets, auto- 
mobiles, ete., the Soviets are now 





trying-to “jam” the State Dept.’s 


4 


= 


rnme Department, 

nounced, has instructed the Amer- 
ican Embassy in-Moscow to press 
the Soviets te live up to their 
agreement to distribute 50,000 
copies of every issue of the mag. 

Originally, only 10,000 copies of 
Amerika were distributed as a re- 
sult. of eer mesa in 1944. Later, 
the quantity was upped to 50,000. 
Until 1950, said Barrett, official 
attacks on the magazine were lim- 
ited to occasional press comments, 
but in that year a direct move 
toward “strangling” the publica- 
tion was indicated in a notification 
that “sales had vege Sor from 50.- 
000 per month to a 25,000 and 
that “unsold” ld hence- 
ane viously 5 sik ‘uoiate’ 

assy. Pre , Barre 
out, the Soviet distributor has reg- 
ularly reported for five years that 
Amerika had sold out every issue. 

Barrett said that since its ince 
tion, Amerika has enjoyed wide 
popularity with the Russians, with 
individual pages from the magazine 
with color illustrations selling for 
as much as $1. 





CHATTER 


Ludwig Bemelmans in Tangiers. 

Sam Boal deing piece on Vaughn 
Monroe for Coronet. 

Allen Churchill sold article on 
stripteasers to Park East. 

Dick Gehman ghosting article by 
Bob Hope to appear in 21. 

Merle Miller profiling namesake 
Gilbert Miller for Theatre Arts. 

Jerry Tax is ed of U. S. Crime, 
new mag to be published by Capp 
Enterprises. 

Emery Wister in Hollywood to 
round up interviews as film editor 
of the Charlotte (N. C.) News. 

Rudd B. Weatherwax, author of 
“Story of Lassie’ and trainer of 
the canine star, working on new 
opus. 

Speed Lamkin completed a new 








novel with a Hollywood back- 
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Field & Stream Publishing Co,, 
ublishers of Field & Stream, with 
ienry Holt & Co., book publish- 

ers. Mag will continue to be op- 

erated as a separate Holt division 

A me existing management and 

staff. 


Joe Myers in Hollywood to 
round yp screenplays for adapta- 
tion into novels for publication by 
Avon Pocketbooks. 


Richard Manson, assistant to 
N. Y. Post publisher, Mrs. Dorothy 
Schiff, since. July, 1949, named gen- 
eral manager of the paper. 

Alastair M. Dunnett, editor of 
Glasgow Daily Record, in from 
Britain as a guest of the U. S. 
Government, He'll tour America. 

Frank Gruber’s latest —novel 
“The Sorcerer,” a romantic tale of 
15th Century Europe, will be pub- 
a next Spring by Rinehart 

0. 


Gordon Irving, VARIETY mugg in 
Scotland and drama scribe with the 
Glasgow Daily Record, scripting a 
radio show on strawhat stints in 
Scotland. 


“lice Thompson, editor and pub- 
lisher of Seventeen mag, planes 
June 25 for Cleveland, to address 
Women’s Advertising Club en 
teenage market. 


Philosophical Library launched 
Library Publishers, an independ- 
ent subsidiary, to specialize in 
works of Americana of the 18th 
and 19th Centuries. 

Betty Byrd, freelance writer and 
former literary agent, formed 
Betty Byrd Associates, an editorial 
service for publishers and agents 
with offices in New York. 

Sara Welles, former associate 
editor of Charm and press editor 
of Mademoiselle and Living for 
Young Homemakers, has joined 
Conde Nast’s House & Garden. 

Cardinal Editions, new series of 
35¢ titles, will be inaugurated in 
September by Pocket Books. Lat- 








ter will continue to issue its regu- 
lar 25¢ publications éach month. 








ing novel of betrayal and - - 
loyalty in America’s age of fear... 
The new bestseller by the author of 

The Young Lions. Sib 675 a ae Ae He 
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TV progucen-hrochen: 2 Max Lie aga 


with Mrs eben. 


’ Pearl Negro songstress, 
arrives from pe today (Wed.) 
on the Queen aeons 

Harry Mandel, RKO Theatres 
ad-pub ib chief, off to the Coast on 
combined business-vacation trip. 


Arnold Moss headed for the 
Coast Monda (11) for a featured 
role in 20th-Fox’s “Viva Zapata. 


Carleton Carpenter, Metro player, 
stopped off in N. Y. en route to 
Bennington, Vt., to visit his mother. 

David M. Keiser to be general 
chairman of the N. Y. Philhar- 
monie’s 1951 Annual Friends Fund 
Campaign. 

Paramount producer-director Bil- 
ly Wilder due in N. Y. late this 
week to work on promotion plans 
for his “Ace In the Hole.” 

The Garson Kanins (Ruth Gor- 
don), French film director Rene 
Clair cnd_ screenwriter Joseph 
Than off to Europe Saturday (9).on 
the Ile de France. 

Dr. Herbert T. Kalmus, prez and 

eneral manager. of Technicolor 

Motion Picture Corp., granted an 
honorary fellowship by the British 
Kinematograph Society. 

Allyn McLerie off to Britain 
today (Wed.) on the America to 
costar with Ray Bolger in the film 
version of “Where's Charley?” 
Pie rolls at Elstree next month, 

Benny Thau, Metro studio exéc, 
and Spencer Tracy among arrivals 
on the Queen Mary tomorrow 
(Thurs.). They'll be in town a few 
days before returning to the Coast. 

Ellen Drew, film actress, and 
William T. Walker sailed on the 
Nieuw Amsterdam last week for a 
European honeymoon. Also aboard 
were author Eric Maria Remarque 
and novelist Sholem Asch. 

Jean Renoir, French director, 
planed to Rome last week to han- 
dle the new Anna’ Magnani star- 
rer, “The Carriage of the Saint 
Sacrament,” based on the Prosper 
Merimee book of the same name. 

Motion picture, radio, TV and 
nigfftclub flacks will convene at 
Bernie Kamber’s Wayne Country 
Club, Tyler Hill, Pa., for the June 
29 weekend. It will be the first 
annual convention of the Publicists 


Guild. 

Mag writer-scenarist Lloyd 
Shearer in N. Y. the past week to 
confer with Reader’s Digest editor 


DeWitt Wallace on Coast coverage 
for RD. Shearer at same time is 
scouting acting talent for his 
“High Heels” script being done 
Me by Wald-Krasna for 


By Joe W. Walker 

Patsy Garrett and Eddie White 
Fg full week shows on Steel 

er vaude (9). 
Bob O’Neill, in Ricky’s Hialeah, 
steady draw moving 
rom a less central ‘spot two 
Nate 


months a 
"Ciera Merlin’s and 
Cohen’s Club Nomad to feature 
Bob wong Age i 9 and Rosemary 


h e tt ack vata on deity 
0 or o 

Sevens,” underwater rina, 
something new in resort nightclub 
entertainment. Girl -: her act 
in huge tank. 


Paris 
y Maxime de Beix 
(33° Blvd. Montparnasse ) 

George Ulmer to Geneva on 
— tour of leading niteries. 

William Castle quietly canning 
European stenes for film, “Euro- 
pean Edition.” 

"Harold Smith visiting with his 
eas ee - — before 
opening sho 
Andre reins replacing his long 

run legiter, “La Petite Hutte,” with 

“Lorsque L’Enfant Parait.” 

Pierre Lo rin new revue 
at the Lido kee them packed 
despite the recent heat wave. 

Sophie Feinsilber to London for 

a series of lectures on Israelian 
life for British Broadcasting Corp, 

Cynda Glenn prepping a trip to 
N. Y. before she starts rehearsals 
of her Folies Bergere starring 
chore. 

Champs Elysees going the 1900 
motif in all its windows and cafes 
as part of festivities on its 2,000th 
birthday. 

Charles Boyer in town to see old 
friends and dub .the pic, “The First 
Legion.” Then goes to England 
for “Don Juan In Hell.” 

Dominique Blanchar, Dany Robin 
and Brigette Auber all up for the 
lead in the Franco Production pic, 
“Nez De Cuir.” Topper may be an 
Italian star. 

Reissues doing brisk biz at first- 
runs here. “Drole De Drame,” 
French oldie, has racked up the 
biggest gross at Colissee since 


n fro 


ball since war children’s relief; 
“White tie” is and ad- 
mission nip is plus an extra 


and from Henri Varna te take the 

lead opposite Jeanette MacDonald 

A : new vérsion of “The Merry 
Ow. ” 


Bucks County, Pa. 


N. Y. Times magazine has piece 
on tent theatres by Lambertville’s 
St. John Terrell scheduled for 
early publication. 


Neil Cotter boasting a. Harvard 
Ph.D. in business administration. 
He’s business manager of Lambert- 
ville Music Circus. 

Allen Ward, formerly on broad- 
cast desk of N. Y. Daily News and 
WQXR staffer, is new editor of 
Gazette, New‘Hope weekly. 

Phyllis Perlman, Theron Bam- 
berger, Carl and Ruth White to 
Bryn Mawr for nuptials of ex- 
Playhouse apprentice Alis Kim- 
brough, Emily Kimbrough’s girl. 

Noted at Music Circus opening: 
ge poe Romberg, Tom Weather- 
ty. Kenyon Nicholson, N. Y. State 

ent Adminstrator Joe McGold- 
rick, the Wilbur Evanses (Susanna 
Foster). 
~ Four local scribblers on current 
best seller lists: Jim Michener 
(“Return to Paradise”); Budd 
Schulberg (“The Disenchanted”’); 
Pearl Buck (“God's Men”); Arthur 
Koestler (“Age of Longing”’). 

Wilbur Evans and Pat Hurley an- 
ticipate having their new Drexel 
Brook Operetta (outside Philly) 
ready by first week of July for a 
10-week season to'run through La- 
bor Day. Final papers signed last 
week, and opening attraction is 
“Song of Norway.” Among other 


innovations now in works is a com- 
bo ticket entitling holder to a swim, 
dinner and theatre seat. 





B’way Shows 


Continued from page 1 


is still not solidly established for a 
run; “Tree Grows ir. Brooklyn,” 
which slipped several weeks ago; 
“Twentieth Century,” an uncertain 
bet with new stars, and. “Make a 
Wish,” a bare possibility. ~ 
Last Year’s Stayers 

Last year’s hot-weather run- 
throughs were “Kiss Me, Kate,” 
“Death of a Salesman,” “South 
Pacific,” “Gentlemen ‘“p refer 
Blondes,” “Member of the Wed- 
ding,” “Cocktail Party,” “Happy 
Time,” “Consul,” “Peter Pan,” 
“Tickets, Please’ and ‘“Where’s 
Charley?” plus the late-starting 
“Peep Show.” Three shows that 
took a hiatus last summer were 
“Mister Roberts,” “Texas, Li'l 
Darlin’” and “Wisteria Trees.” 

Making vicarious book on how 
many and which shows will span 
the summer is a season pastime in 
Broadway managerial and broker 
circles. There’s never any disagree- 
ment on solid sellouts like “Ma- 
dam,” “Guys,” “Mo n” and “SP.” 
But “Affairs,” which had a mixed 
press originally, was was something of 
a boxoffice os and has had a 
star replacement, is 
mous choice for a through-the- 
summer run. Generally, in compil- 
ing lists, company and house man- 
agers may be cagey about including 
certain of the top sellouts in the 
sure-thing list, but they almost in- 
variably insist that their own show 

can’t possibly fail to hold on. 

But ticket brokers, eerste 
prone to be pessimists about 
en etal th minds tae bot: 
weather potential of anything less 
than a standee-limit smash. 








mainte- 
nance fund. New York local, whose 
members receive about $476,000 in 
salaries from the Philharmonic for 
the 28-week season, gives $100, its 
bylaws forbidding more. Cleveland 


tributions to their orch’s 


union donates $2,500, and the 
Pittsburgh local, $2,000. Houston 
and Raltin.ore locals give $500 each 
for their symph. St. Louis union 
Bives $250, plus another $250 in 
tickets purchased. Washington, | P 
Chicago, Atlanta and Indianapolis | 
locals contribute nothing. 

Detroit, where the symph folded 
two seasons ago for lack of funds, 
and where the orch is being rein- 
stated =. oi next season, has re- 
ceived 2 piecge from the local of 
$30,000 over three yexrs, or $10,000 





annualiy, to Lely the new orch get 


“not a unani-| fo 


London 


Zones, Capitel, Beoords 


Wa eyes ber 


“hopin Johnson in th 

opens 2 
Crystal Room at id presg Club 
tomorrow (Thurs 

Ben Wrigley is ya back in New 
York in September to appear on 
Ed Sullivan’s TV program. 

Max Thorpe to Rome to partici- 

ate in Columbia’s convention with 
» we Cohn and Joseph McConville. 

Dean Martin and Jerry Lewis ex- 

cted*to open at the London Pal- 
fadium late in August for four 
weeks 

Sonny Hale signed by the BBC 
to do series titled “Here’s How,” 
starting June 23, for five weeks 
with option. 

Burt Lancaster due in London 
today (Wed.) for preparatory work 
on “The Crimson Pirate” for 
Warner Bros. 

Patricia Neway, back from Paris 
where she starred in “The Consul,” 
inked for two concerts at the 
Festival Hall @uly 5 and 9. 

Ram Gopal and his Indian 
Dancers open at Kursaal, Geneva, 
July 6 for two weeks after which 
they play a season at Dublin, Ire- 
land. 

Murray Silverstone in town. for 
a few days huddling with William 
J. Kupper and then goes on an- 
— comprehensive continental 
our 

Carroll Gibbons has put his own 
orchestra back at the Savoy, but 
continues as entertainments direc- 
tor in charge of cabaret at both 
the Savoy and Berkeley. 

Spanish Ballet, which _ stars 
Teresa and Luisillo, finishes its 
English tour July 21 at Cardiff, and 
opens in Holland on Aug. 3 for one 
month, then it goes to Belgium for 
another month. 

Bill , world sales supervisor 
isney Productions, due 
next week for huddles with Robert 
S. Woolf, RKO Radio’s chief, and 
Cyril Edgar, director of the local 
Disney* organization. 

Tom Arnold ners English 

“Gentlemen Prefer 
But contract calls for 
appearance of Carol Channing, 
which is not likely to be before 
1952 since the star iso do exten- 
sive tour after her New York run. 

Julie Wilson leaves the cast of 
aj Jack Hylton’s Coliseum hit, “Kiss 
Me, Kate,” the third week in 
August because she has commit- 
ae to play Hotel St. Regis, 

, Sept. 13, and is due to visit 
> Hollpeoda for a few days before 
her opening. Hylton is scouring 
for replacement. 


~ Las Vegas 


By Bill Willard 
Edwin Pauley, Ward Morehouse, 





Stanley Kramer at Desert Inn. 
Martha Raye og > Yost’s Royal 
Soe primed fo June 


Mills Bros. open tomorrow 
ee ,_ for three Thunderbird 


Jackie ¢_ Miles, Lina Romay ho 
in Rancho after Sairent 


rtnight — tomorrow 
(Thurs.), with: erriel Abbott 
Dancers dressing 
“Merry Widow Revue,”* Jess 
Kimmel musical with Galeena 
coteen — Jack Russell starring, 
last night (Tues.) at Desert 
tan ed month’s run. 


Livingstone, Hal Mathers, D. 
Davenport among acts Rocked for. 
new ver Slipper Saloon show |: 


four weeks wi 

Continentals set — Peter: 
Lind Hayes & ‘Healy into 
Last Frontier Friday (15), with 
Three Suns on deck in fortnight 


Princess 





Gabby Hayes, who gave up the 
baton a.year ago, has reorganized 
his dance band. 

en UR Gee, clarinetist, has been 
signed by the Denver Symphony 
for next season. 


maraccas man for Xavier Cugat’s 
peo Ro aT here for a 
ee Galle ete bind is'be known 
Red Dolan with Jan Savitt’s 
post has been signed by the Phila- 
del a Opera Co. 


WCAU 


Maness,. announcer at 
and WCAU-TV, has re- 





| tributing 


’ 


Lewis arriving July 13, 


George Diablito, vocalist and/|H 


tists 

com Sed chvies ant bs 
the ‘ 
free 


Steve Murray and a ne sg 
headed the: eeeue 
e sixth anniversary show pe Dat |x 
Casino, 


Laxinaten 
sevel{ Blvd. nitery. : 
Hank Reese was badly tained 
(4) when his car was struck by a 
train and dragged 65 feet, in 
Ambler, Pa., where the comic was 
4 playing a clubdate. 





Chicago 

Hal Block in last week visiting 
his family. 

Bob Hope was in town for two- 
day golf sesh. 

Director George Sidney in for 
marriage of nephew, David Broder. 

Eugene Barrgtt, general man- 
ager of Ambassador Hotels, was 
elected veepee of the organization. 

Chevy Chase strawhatter bowed 
for season with Eddie Dowling in 
— Saroyan’s “Violin Mes- 
siah.” 

Playwright. F. Hugh Herbert 
stopped off last week for another 


look-see at Chi company of “Moon 
Is Blue.” 

Dick Powell and June Allyson in 
for graduation of her brother, Ar- 
thur Peters, from Culver Military 
Academy. 





Name MacMillen 


Contnueid from pagé 7 


president and general sales man- 
ger of Selective. He’s expected to 
have 12 pix in distribution by the 
end of this month. 

Only Board Services 


MacMillen’s contribution under 
the arrangement, in return for the 
stock he received and the lab work 
which Pathe inherits, will be only 
his services on ‘the board. Sou- 
vaine outfit regarded him as an 
expert in running a distribution or- 
ganization on minimum overhead 
and for this reason he was called 
upon. 

Since he, of course, continues as 
Pathe prexy, MacMillen will give 
Selective a relatively small part of 
his time. Top executive officers 
will continye to be Henry Souvaine 
and Howard L. Taylor. MacMillen 
replaces Julius Fleischmann as 
board chairman. Latter, who has 
been drafted by the-U. S. State De- 
partment for foreign affairs work, 
will continue on the Selective 
board as vicechairman. 


Outfit is linked.with L’Union Gen- 
eral Cinematographique, French 
government - owned motion picture 
combine whose product goes to 
Selective. Souvaine said it’s con- 
ceivable some J. Arthur Rank pix 
of the “art” type might also be on 
his lineup, 


He disclosed the deals with the | Ha 


pic producers mainly will be on a 
distribution percentage basis, with 
Selective’s fee ranging up ‘to 50% 
of the gross take. This, of course, 
represents a departure from the | « 
usual practice in the foreign pic 
field under which the pix are ac- 
quired for a flat. sum. 





Continued from page 2 ===! 


directors and actors. A name play- 
wright, name director and a critic 
(the latter will agree not to review 
the play for publication) will also} })j 


be present ~to criticize the show 
and advise the author. 


Next, two weeks will be allowed 


show t be suitable trans- 
fer to Broadway, a formula is be- 
worked out for the City Cen- 


but none of whom a had hits. or 
become — Ss the field. 
oward Lindsay is chairman 
the Committee, and other mem- 
bers are Russel Crouse, Oscar 
Hammerstein, 2d, Richard Rodgers 
Benjamin Schankman, John: F. 
Wharton and Miss O’Harra. The 
Committee, formed by the Drama- 
Guild, does not “teach” play- 
but offers ee t 
‘or 





a Dis-|' 


to go-with a Los Angeles: manu-{* © 
Fear vod 


| Helen 


plays produced or under option, 


Wednesday, June 13, 1951 


bien AE ee 


yw M. ‘Wilcoxes divorced. 
Barbara Britton planed in from 
w doweph Hazen in .town.for the 
» osore Sidney to Chicago on 


Sam Hearn in from N. Y. for 
film chores. ; 

Bob Waterfield and Jane Russell 
ecopting a baby. 

Jarmila Wevotes in town to dis- 
cuss a film deal. 

Alan Ladd and family to Hono- 
lulu on vacation. 

Lois Andrews returned from a 
Honolulu vacation. 

Henry Hull aired in from N. -Y. 
to resume film work. 

Mario Lanza laid up with an im- 
pacted wisdom tooth. 

Marie McDonald to Houston fer 
personal a Sppesrences. 

Percy Ibride up and around 
after a siege of anemia. 

Celeste Holm in town to spend 
the summer with her family. 

Randolph Scott to Fort Worth 
for world preem of “Fort Worth.” 

Tom Ewell east. to spend the 
summer on his Bucks County (Pa.) 
farm. 

Janis Carter returned from an 
entertainment tour of Marine 
bases. 

Keenan Wynn dro spree a dumb- 
bell on his foot and broke three 
bones. ‘ 

Rod Cameron bought an interest 
in a northern California drive-in 
theatre. 

Kroger Babb to Honolulu to ar- 
range for preem of “Secrets of 
Beauty.” 

,. James Edward Grant in tin 
after a six-week tour of South 
America. 

Roy Rogers to Chicago for hud- 
dles with manufacturers of licensed 
merchandise. 

Linn Unkefer checked in at RKO 
after a tour of South America with 
John Wayne. 

Frank Sinatra reopening his of- 
fice in town, for use while he does 
a film job at UI. 

James W. McFarlane in town 
alter three weeks as managing di- 
rector for UI in India. 

Kathlyn Wilffams accepted $6,- 
500 as settlement for the loss of 
a leg in an auto crash. 

Jimmy Dorsey’s former band 
members tossed a testimonial, din- 
ner to celebrate his 15th year as 
a batoneer. 

Robert Merrill goes to ore 
next month to entertain ‘ 
trocps on tour set by Hollywood 
Coordinating Committee. 


Westport, Conn. 


Lucille Lortel to open her White 
Barn Theatré here July 8. 

Jackie Cooper, ey te Ja ga 
Joan Morgan visiting f 

Nancy Oakes a eae nase the 
Lawrence Langners in Cannondale, 

Kim Hunter off to er 
for Paramount's “Anything 


Ue nag 
a nw e p L 
from his home in New Canaan. 
Kay Armen and Conrad Lan ame 
to Bead fourth season Connecticut 
at nearby Fairfield Univer: 
sty Field June 22. 
Pi Abel’s son, Frag and 


aid son, n- 
tices simmer at a 
Country F Playhouse 

John ne (“Affairs of State”), 
now Wi rt resident, to direct 
arom of Anderson’s aay, 
“Love Revisited,” at Westport 
— Playhouse, week . of 
un 


Olivia de Havilland, -husband 
amp sigas Goodet a. son Benja- 


t Longshore 
Club} roe bation oe “Candida” 
See at port Country 
Playhouse. 
John Loder, Betsy von Fursten- 
berg, Marta Linden, Bert Bertram, 
W: Kester, Edith Gresham, 


Donaldson, 
here (11) for rehearsals of “For 


Love or Mon skedded for 
Country Pla yhouse next week. 


Washington 
Sa ee en 
oe Pee: in town for a 
vaude appearance 
Nat King Cole trio doing a one- 
ue a Ry Pag By ~e 
me Sees: eee. (eorene 
Pe tan. te weak te the blueprint 
‘ton of ite. Pimecaen:\ tea 


of billies. in town past weekend for 
a Turn 


State Depestinenll Howland 
gs: 
ap ag with Bride, 
to Paris for the UN m4 ses- 


the wpe Washington” contest for 
Atlantic City . “Miss America” 


Peaears, Festi 
Civic ra. Festival ‘by, rtiladelghe 
or;“musie under the at 


stars” . 
town’s. outdoor Watergate Mon- 
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}reer, Survived.by wife, two daugh- 
_ Edward Gress, 83, au- 
MA¥O METHOT HARRY GORDON dio in the late and ) ; 
oO early 40s, \Fairf. nor sustained patter. 
« Mayo Methot, hy Soeepenees Hany Gordon, 42, The. | vune 5 al us ng barge | to find that: a 
r d screen act died ‘in. Port- ; African ete Ss Mark Huling-train Sandy 
7 jand, Ore, June 9. Methot, | atres, Johannesburg, South Africa.| poy: yichaci J, Ahern, 74, diree- | the Seal, with good standard tricks, 
phrey | died in Boston J 8, Gordon had 
ell the former wife of actor Fd Me Vouk from Tohannes- |#2f, of the “Catholic Truth Period” | is tiresomely presented and rou- 
Bogart, began her stage career in| come to New rom Johannes-| radio program since 1929, died in| tined. Seal shows off with a clever 
4 1 Ba SO Rippke™ and | ea Sereaenc tana 260 for adh} Boston June 6 replay org a 
laying roles ck again, shing with “River 
10- Phe F ittlest perennoa but — a. ee _— of = roe Arnold C. Hoffman, 42, who Shannon” on chimes. 
her ae Bo ie moyenne” endl tee cs Punta 6 Rene ee ae 10 years as | « clown with Cole pert in athe vaudethon parade, 
a in : ‘ ros, us, une 5 in Zanes- mn Henry Trio work loud and no 
then apepared te = - r a ox Me np with African ville, -O., after a two-year illness. | too well with harmonicas, one of 
Ct ae hea them, giant-sized. Their | Spike 
sR. A Wife of Alvin W. D . for- | Jones’ closer has possi es, bu 
m- parts 5 boig ~ = ~ MAX TICKNER mer aah tater ae RKO /| not in its present construction. 
Home, oe Day, Max Tickner, 53, former operator | Theatres, died June 6 in Belmont,| Paul Regan, fifth on, runs the 
al and eS ee arted in motion | 0 the Latin Casino, Philadelphia, | Mass. gamut of headliner takeoffs inter- 

_ Miss — - 1930s appear-| Md June 10 in that city. Tick- larded with weak verbiage, some 
3 fg Meld Neen” Caper | era's neve thea | Sohn, M, Grevabaieh, 77, fther| of it purple, follows wit vand 

1s 48 ” ears 0 ree » motion pic- d winds w an ana- 

nd ae Nigh : ngewe : an ae man, present operator. At his/ture cameraman, djed June 4 in erent Will. Rogers’ spiel on 

rth Deeds Goes. to. Town.” She left Teller Tune Ce = = 2 Hollywood, FDR that, nevertheless, | wins 

7 1945 after by -+ Yonkers, N. ¥., hands. (Has Rogers, who 

h. Hele in her ai manufacturers of television tubes. Son, 44, of the late novelist, Sher- "35, speechifying FDR in 41.) " 

= et daughter and'iwe citer". "| wood “Anderson, died June "In| Solid closer is Marie, Lovie, a 
HERMAN HUPFELD arion, Va. - looker and a gamful (sho's pro 

sisted by Charles), in a. sophis- 

ne commen ae Sane 6 te Mont. Uda walaren waa eee. r en 85, of vintent —e ticated trapeze — — oe 

; 4 : eneral manager ea’s Buffalo - ‘ ac 
ab- clair, Noe, Martini bis career | POsel:,Was found dead at the bot | ‘Theatres, died June 9 in Buffalo. |swing and climactic neck revolve 
ree ra Ae wetees in the 1920s. His vee sue Be r} ets md gone : rating heavy plaudits. Graceful 
est si a eet Put Ont the Lignt [aeromoanist for, the Russtan lleder | or Oppa Pictures, tac. Alm export: | Bop ‘Albert musicrew okay in tht 

0 , . * i 
" oe ae sheets aa tee Te ee Seine eee | 

ays Mme ” Francisco. He ma ;|. Mother, 75, of Whitey. Hendry 
are nd “Are You Making Any Money?" | eral tours of Europe and composed Aly ‘ 
of "Hupfeld wrote songs for many | organ ‘and piano musie, page Pr chief, died June 2 fm Olympia, Miami 
i stage peer iat rather He Survived by wife and a sister. : i RB oa Fe 9. 

an acco y itchell, ut jenson, 
uth also pla ed his own com tions LEO W. BOWEN Gus A. Lund, 55, stage, screen Bu Twins & Evelyn, Buddy Clay- 
in the Ziegfeld Mi Frolic.) Leo E. Bowen, 53, director of | [24 television actor, died June 5 in| picoletto Bros. & Mme. Aimee, 
ud- resented at the New rdam | personnel and member of the man- ‘ Les Rhode House Orch; “Long 
o re pry Bigg at mo the creer coment ee SS Saree Dark Hall” (UA). ) 
wro c f o cture s un 
a staat Stee Soe OPE Ee home, Cena gk carer ian patter, |Add Guy SOc tn oe 
ow. . em uffer, 

Survived by his mother, Technicolor for more than 25 years. | West Los Angeles, Cal, June 11.|comers in the tie - i ae 
of- Survived by wife, three children | Bride is screen star; he operates weg ve paves B . iad hits all 
oes MINNIE ap : and one grandchild. ' the ia Perla nitery in Acapulco, bn pd ais Wexthoniane with full 

, 67, veteran| - exico. i a 
"aie actress, died June 7’ ina Dallas ALFRED J. FOREST Janet Coddington to Robert Holi- | values gained via intelligent blend- 
a hospital. She was a member of| Alfred J. Forest, 24, died June 1 | day, Englewood, N. J., May 26. He|/5& © P ytam. 
¥ ts Sparrow In The Tree 
< the Madcap Players, who in Detroit, from injuries received | is a Warner Bros. salesman in Al- To n “Unless” and hla lather bs, 
vot (ont ehealia oar nival | Ven Dyke, ax beard mA McMeekin to Homer| “My Heart Cries For You.” 
ates Hearn started in show biz | wind snapped the 119-foot pole on hing, Puen: June 9. Both are| Supporting lineup is a diversi- 
and with her sister as a dance team,| which he was working, on staff of WMCK, McKeesport, Pa. | fied one. Paul Benson geenats gig-{-- 
ve dstone Sisters. She mar-| Surviving are his wife and} Renee loset to Edward Johnson, | gles and excitement via his auc- 
the Gla as % 
ss ried Hearn, an English ac-| mother. Ir’, Pi June 9. Bride’s on | tioneering twist_with the guy buy 
tor, and together they _< mu-/|* staff of , Pittsburgh. ing stuff from the aud. Topper is 
— sic’ halls Geavshent British THOMAS PRINCE FARRAR Mabel Johnston to -Kenneth|the standard hat. game with aud 
S Isl Her husband is said to have Bailey, Ridgway, Pa., June 9. He’s| participants. Rigoletto Bros. & 
ood isles. Thomas Prince Farrar, 50, indus- h with sleight-of- 
troduced the cowboy actor to designe director the son of Ken Bailey, Pittsburgh | Aimee get them sleight-o 
English audiences. The duo came | #12! ot Tgage art Sernam = bandleader. hand ju g, climaxer being a 
to Dallas, where they opened a — Circus, died June 11 in|, “milla Brksa to Ted Kudelko, | musical bell novelty: 
ase gaa death "| Bayshore, LT Tarrar was former-|2otna checs tecinicies,' "PM | p,tanwerk of Burns Twins | & 
' ated. : ; oe 
hite Moe TY eee ly’ aesoclated with designer Nor-| "Beverly Stoner to Jim Dolan, | stuff ts clearly defined, with the 
JOHN HARDEE KING Surviving ‘five sist Tijuana, Mexico, June 3. She’s a/| femme ng up mitt honors 
ene, John Hardee 88, former gee Ani se singer; he’s a nitery owner. via. her toe-taps. Bu Clayton 
vaude minstre:, died in Manhasset, JOHN A. ae. ie ell eel ceria ake 
als. r tparing - Temee te epvered |recter at; the atest Piet, Atiomtlc BIRTHS -|ter to go with his carbonings of 
‘ood wagons with companies. City, died in Philadelphia June 3.| Mr. and Mrs. Bramwell Fletcher, | stage, sereen and radio toppers. 
Can For many years } end man | MeConnelt had .also. served as daughter, New York, June 10. Les Rhode a 
kla- Prine a WO, aaa Clan SRO EG ee Lette be ane potlaeee: age 
ley, Harris. Survived by wife, two eons, a| Mr. and Mrs. Dick Felix, son, Casine, Teronto 

In Seay ire went o0. 8 ots brother and a sister, Chicago,-June 2. Father is pub- “? price 
ver: played throughout the U. S. in a| Joshua Gruber, 85, former man-| Mr. and Mrs. James Hogan,| Ann Russell, Skating Carters (4), 

vaude skit with Vaughan Comfort. ager of the Arch Street Theatre. deashter, Beshenk, Cel, tine 6.1 cme wag. akan Wd Stone 
and Berge, Peer dps oe gs al phia, died June 4 in that is an assistant director at|House Orch; “Three Husbands 
ren- brother, a sister and three d- iio Columbia Pictures. . (UA). . 
port children, ee trae te a ge lle on jng g — a i 

im years fore Dowell, daughter, Dallas, May 27.| Instead of tightening the purse- 
te”), OLIVE TELL years ago. Father is district manager of | strings the summer months, 
irect Mrs. Henry M. Hobart, 55, stage ed American Society of Composers, } Murray is increasing the nut 
play, and screen actress, who was known 5 E. HUGHES Authors and Publishers. * | bet ia mepet as 
aort professionally as Olive Tell, died} James E. Hi of, 32, manager of; Mr. and Mrs. Elliott Sullivan, | in weeks. ently, it's 
. in New York June 8. Miss Union, N. J., In Theatre, | da ' New York, May Billy Daniels who is jamming them 

a was active on the stage and in/ was killed June 8 in an auto acci-| Father is an , in and likely to be held for a sec- 
an Hollywood films.in the late 1920s; dent at Hillside, N. J. Mr. and Mrs, Ralph Petti, da ond week, so potent is this singer’s 
nja- and early 1930s. Among the films| Police reported drove his|ter, Pittsburgh, June 6. styling. , Daniels im- 
hore y ‘ 
ida” in which she appeared were “The | car into the path of an announcer on WJAS, Pittsburgh. | presses as a fine artist and show- 
ier Scart ps of | while turning aro on 29.| Mr. and Ft A non Pees GB nog sear ak ng 

auty, “Ladies Man —___ . au f from their reactions, n 

Trial of Dugan.” also . TONY GRECO . ihe daughter of Sam Gould, Wart et eee seen te : 
oneal hel Hage. “In oan Rn - ey with ag eed - Is , he never loses ven 

eim in. : w. appeared burgh, a tis BP ape tint, h 
re Survi husband, a for-| his e as. a ( - Mrs. Don Metz, daugh | fhe , though often they |. 
i mer motion picture producer. died in Phoenix May 28, The team ter, Pittsburgh, June. 4. F a thelr own, 

vad toured the Keith circuit in the In_ addition: to stage presence 
: ATWILL BRYANT 1920s and 1930s. Mr, and Mrs. Milton maturity is also part of 
eran Saumeiiie Sng who se — ; Father's ’a alamo ake Vallee. = pet nes Mesa. he 
with his ‘Warren, did an| -Alvin A. Smith, 75, an assistant | sal-International. with “Summertime,” then 
act called “Sehieel Days,” died catenmely of Steel Pier, “tdente Mr, and we .|into “Bewitched,” “I Never Knew 
June 10 in Indi City, died of a heart attack in that a .6, Chicago. Father |I Could Love rg may “It Had 
or a Before World War I, Candler|city June 7. He was manager of |is a Stat bah edly soo va | to Be You.” “If Made Me a 
and his brother often appeared at|the pier’s General Motors exhibit} Mr. ‘and Mrs. nn and a wow finish of his 
one- the Academy, rg, when/for many years. : daughter, June 6, Chicago. Black Magic” trademark, the 
ery. tere gery Pym ae Some . is a member of Station WGN’s|one the customers had been shriek- 

en in theatre. Their first prof Mrs. Ella Charter Heslep, He Starnoters, mental group. ing for throughout. 
print engagement was im “When We} mother of Charter Heslep, . and Al Sheff, son, ro- 
2 Were Just Kids,” gt the old|of radio and television public in- June 6. Father is a band-/ bust styles, Is is terrific .on 
nill« Majestic: Theater, Lynchburg. formation for the Atomic Energy . falsetto and low baritone finishes 
i for 70% bereilesu <eeewe 4 Commission, died in Washington,} Mr. and Mrs, Alex alike. Benny Payne is an integral 
ree. --EELEEN. HAZEL FLAKE June 7. ter, Hollywood, June 6. Father &)part of the act with his arrange- 
oe with WRAP tine FMT) Fort Leonard Canton, 43, associate in|: Mr. and Mrs. daugh- hy S a poms 

-FM- 3 ¢ . accompaniment, 

a Worth, died in Fort Worth May 30 Cantor Am ; ter, New York, June 11. is| allnded to by the gs 

from a heart The "s|died June 3 in_ that city a| publicist, | bill is of equally 
: le ’ 
ish. . . 

Ann Russell scores heavily with 
’ of gal singer types, 
















































































tempo, a and 
Swanson scene 
nset Boulevard.” Skating 
a family act on rollers, 
open the bill and set the pace with 
including hand 
Jimmie 
Cameron’ m.c.’s commendably. 
McStay. 


varied routines, 
catches and tap work. 





H’wood Yens Lovin’ 


Continued from. page 1 


office fizzles. They've received good 
notices and been well-liked by au- 
diences that have seen them, but 
it’s been impossible to get suffi- 
cient audiences in. The public is 
apparently scared off by .the sub- 
ject matter. 


Scratching of this tough-action- 
type material makes it. just that 
much tougher for the studios to 
line up a program, They’ve long 
since dumped the costume dramas 
as too expensive to make; they've 
bypassed the “private-eye” and 
semi-documentary detective yarns 
which are relatively inexpensive to 
produce and succeeded the cos- 
tumers in profusion; they are, as 
far as practicable, steering clear 
of the western, which had another 
big vogue a couple years back; and 
now they're also even. shying. away 
from the “gimmick” pic. 

Gimmick Pix rd 

The gimmick picture by its very 
nature, of course, will always be 
with Hollywood to some extent. It 
is an offbeat or tricky subject 
whose appeal is partially in its 
novelty—and as long as writers can 
think up novel subjects there will 
always be such films. But whereas 
all lots were after them in a big 
way a couple years.ago, the en- 
thusiasm has died away somewhat. 

The seience-fiction of trips to the 
moon and into space on rockets 
. the type that looms imp.);tantly 
on production slates at the moment 
appears to be the last gasp of 
gimmick-itis on a large scale. 
There’s not the demand for such 
items as “Lost Weekend,” “Snake 
Pit,” “Gentleman’s Agreement,” 
“Home of the Brave” and the other 
racial and religious subjects that 
a the height of the gimmick 

nd. 


Ideal from the producers’ stand- 
point would be a good gimmick 
subject with characteriza- 


a “vac- 
C many of the 
into stories. Result 
the romance too often be- 
take second place to other 
yarn, 
with the hing 
authors, rather than write 
are turning to various other 
such as mags and video. 
the careful 


ge 


naterial is adaptable for the kind 
romantic films studios would 
like to shoot for now. 


Albany, N. Y., CP Benefit 


: Albany, June 12. 
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